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We  hereby  approve  and  sanction  the  Series 
of  Lives  of  the  Canonized  and  Beatified  Saints, 
the  Servants  of  God  declared  Venerable,  and 
others  commonly  reputed  to  have  died  in  the 
odour  of  sanctity,  now  in  course  of  publication 
by  the  Congregation  of  the  Oratory  of  St.  Philip 
Neri,  and  we  cordially  recommend  it  to  the 
Faithful,  as  calculated  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God  and  of  His  Saints,  the  increase  of  de- 
votion, and  the  spread  of  our  holy  Religion. 

Given  at  Westminster,  the  Feast  of  the 
Nativity  of  our  B.  Lady,  a.d.  1851". 
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A»  majorkm  Dai  SanctjBqoe  Marine  oloriam. 

tfo  Satate  antt  Secant*  of  ffioff. 


LIVES  OF  THE  CANONIZED  SAINTS, 

AND 

€f)e  Serbantjs  of  ©ofc, 

BEATIFIED,  OR  DECLARED  VENERABLE  BY  AUTHORITY, 

And  others  who  are  commonly  reputed  among  Catholks  to  have  died 
m  tht  odour  of  sanctity ,  especially  in  modem  times. 

1.  It  is  proposed  to  publish  a  Ser4es  of  such  Lives,  translator' 
from  the  Italian,  French,  Spanish,  German,  and  Latin,  in  small 
8vo.  volumes,  of  about  400  pages  each,  and  to  bring  out  four 
volumes  in  the  year. 

2.  The  Editor  and  Translators  not  making  any  profit  on  tne 
work,  the  volumes  will  be  sold  as  cheaply  as  possible.  Each  vol, 
*ifl  be  Bold  separately,  and  will  be  complete  in  itself,  except  when 
one  Life  occupies  more  volumes  than  one,  and  the  price  not  ex- 
feed  4s. 

8.  The  works  translated  from  will  be  in  most  cases  the  Lives 
drawn  up/or  or  from  the  processes  of  canonization  or  beatification, 
as  being  more  full,  more  authentic,  and  more  replete  with  anec- 
dote, thus  enabling  the  reader  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  Saint's  disposition  and  spirit ;  while  the  simple  matter-of-fact 
style  of  the  narrative  is,  from  its  unobtrusive  character,  more 
adapted  for  spiritual  reading  than  the  views  and  generalizations, 
and  apologetic  extenuations  of  more  recent  biographers. 

4.  The  objects  of  the  friends  who  have  jointly  undertaken  this 
task  have  been— 1.  To  supply  English  Catholics  with  a  cabinet- 
Hbrary  of  interesting  as  well  as  edifying  reading,  especially  for 
families,  schools,  and  religious  refectories,  which  would  for  many 
reasons  be  particularly  adapted  for  these  times,  and  would  with 
God's  blessing  act  as  a  counter  influence  to  the  necessarily  deaden* 
ing  and  chilling  effects  which  the  neighbourhood  of  heresy  and  the 
consequent  prevalence  of  earthly  principles  and  low  views  of  grace 
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may  hare  on  the  temper  and  habits  of  mind  even  of  the  faithful  ;— 
2.  To  present  to  oar  other  countrymen  a  number  of  samples  of  the 
fruit  which  the  system,  doctrine,  and  moral  discipline  established 
by  the  holy  and  blessed  Council  of  Trent  have  produced,  and 
which  will  be  to  inquirers  really  in  earnest  about  their  souls,  an 
argument  more  cogent  than  any  that  mere  controversy  can  allege; 
and  3.  To  satisfy  a  humble  desire  which  they  feel  to  spread  the 
honour  and  love  of  the  ever-blessed  Queen  of  Saints,  by  showing 
how  greatly  an  intense  devotion  to  her  aided  in  forming  those 
prodigies  of  heroic  virtue  with  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  been 
pleased  to  adorn  the  Church  since  the  schism  of  Luther,  more  than 
in  almost  any  previous  times,  and  whose  actions,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, are  known  to  English  laymen  only  in  a  very  general  way, 
and  from  meagre  abridgments ;  while  the  same  motive  will  prevent 
the  Series  being  confined  to  modern  saints  exclusively. 

5.  The  work  is  published  with  the  permission  and  approval  of 
superiors.  Every  volume  containing  the  Life  of  a  person  not  yet 
canonized  or  beatified  by  the  Church  will  be  prefaced  by  a  protest 
in  conformity  with  the  decree  of  Urban  VIII.,  and  in  all  Lives 
which  introduce  questions  of  mystical  theology  great  care  will 
be  taken  to  publish  nothing  which  has  not  had  adequate  sanc- 
tion, or  without  the  reader  being  informed  of  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  sanction. 


*fo. 

1,2    S.  Philip  Neri,  1595, 

3    Companions  of  S.  Philip  Neri. 

4    S.  Thomas  of  Villanova,  1555.     S.  Francis 

Solano,  1610. 

5    S.Rose  of  Lima  161 7.   B.  Colombaof  Rieti,l50I. 

S.  Juliana  Falconieri,  1340. 

6    Fathers  of  the  Oratory.   B.  Sebastian  Valfre, 

1710,    Be  Santi,  1650.  Matteucci,  1629. 

7,  8    S.  Ignatius,  1556. 

9    B.  Sebastian  of  Apparizio,  1600. 

10,11, 12, 13,14  S,  Alphonso  Liguori,  1787. 

15    Companions  of  St  Alphonso  Liguori. 

16    V.  Father  Claver.  S.  J.  1654.   Cardinal  Odes- 

calchi,  S.  J.,  184L 

17   F.  Anchieta,  S.  J.   V.  Alvera  von  Virmundt, 

1649.   V.  John  Berchmans,  S.  J.,  1621. 

18    S.  Mary  Magdalene  of  Pazzi,  1607. 

19   Ven.  Benedict  Joseph  Labre,  1783. 

20    Fathers  of  the  Oratory:  V.  Fabrizio  dali*  Aste, 

1655.     F.  Mariano  Sozzini,  1680. 
21, 22   V.  Margaret  Mary  Alacoque,  1690.  S.  Catherine 

of  Bologna,  1463. 
23    S.   Joseph  Calasanctius,    1648.    B.  Ippolito 

Galantini,  1619. 

Uniform  with  the  above.  Pope  Benedict  XIV.,  on  Heroic  Vir- 
tue, vol.  1. 

Essay  on  Canonization,  by  the  Rev.  F.  Faber,  Cong.  Orat. 
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S.  Stanislas  Kostka,  S,  J.,  1568.  F.  Segneri,  S.  J.  1694. 
S.  John  of  God,  1550.  F.  Piuamonti,  S.  J.  1703. 

S.  Felix  of  Cantalice,  1587.  F.  Balthasar  Alvarez,  S.  J.  1580. 
S.  Camillus  of  Lellis,  1614.  M.  Olier,  Founder  of  the  Semi- 
S.  Gertrude,  1292.  nary  ot  St.  Sulpice,  1657, 

S.  Teresa,  1582.  F.  Liciuio  Pib,  Founder  of  the 

S.  Veronica  Giuliani,  1727.  Oratory  of  Bologna,  1632. 

S.  Peter  of  Alcantara,  1562.  F.  Bini,  Founder  of  the  Oratory 
S.  Giovanni  Colombini,Founder    of  Florence,  1635. 

of  the  Gesuats,  1367.  Brother  Diouisio  Pieragostini, 

S.  John  Francis  Regis,  S.  J.  1 640    of  the  Oratory  of  Camerino, 
S.  Francis  Jerome,  S.  J.,  171 6.  1665. 

S.  Jane  Frances  deChantal,  1641  F.  Prever,  of  the  Oratory  of, 

S.  Vincent  of  Paul,  1660.  Turin,  1751. 

S.  Francesca  Romana,  1440.      Sister  Bernardino  Ronssen  of. 

S.  Cajetan  of  Thienna,  1547.        Boulogne,  1823. 

S.Turibiusof  Lima,  1606.        Florence  de  Werquignceuil, 

S.  Francis  of  Assisi,  1226.  Benedictiness,  1638. 

S.  Charles  Borromeo,  1584.       The  Fioretti  of  S.  Francis. 

S.  Philip  Benizi,  1285.  F.  Prosper  Airoli,  of  the  Roman 

S.  Pascal  Baylon,  1592.  Oratory,  1656. 

S.  Catherine  of  Siena,  1380.       Flaminia  Papi,  Roman  Lady. 

S.  Francis  Borgia,  S.  J.  1572.    S.  Aloysius,  S.  J.  1591. 

S.  John  Capistran,  1456.  S.  Fidelis  of  Sigmarinea,  1 622. 

S.  Francis  Xavier,  S.  J.  1552.    S.  Jerome  ^Emiliani,  1537. 

S.  James  de  la  Marche,  H76.     S.  Laurence  Giustinian,  1455. 

S,  John  of  the  Cross,  1591.       S.  John  Cantius,  1473. 

8.  Louis  Bertrand,  1581.  S.  Seraphino  di  Monte  Granario, 

The  Martyrs  of  Gorcuin,  1572.  1604. 

S.  Mary  of  Oignies,  1213.         S.  John  of  Matha,  1213. 

S.  Pius  V.  1572.  [  1 684.  S.  Margaret  of  Cortona,  1297. 

B  Bonaventura  of  Barcelona,  S,  Nicholas  of  Tolentino  1306. 

B.  Angela  of  Foligno.  S.  Andrew  Avellino,  1608. 

B.  Ainbrosio  Sansedoui,  Domi-  S.  Jtilzear  of  Sal  van,  1323. 

nican.  S.  Lidano,  Abbot,  1118. 

'  B.  Julian  of  Augustine,  1606.    S.  Andrew  Corsini,  1373. 

B.  Baptiste  Varani,  1527.         S.  Delphina*  wile  of  S.  Elzear, 

B.  Bernard  of  Offida,  1 694.       S.  Bruno,  1125.  [  1369. 

V.Maria  Clothilda,  Queen  of  S.  Juliana  of  Retinne,  1268. 
Sardinia,  1802.  S.  Lidwine,  1380. 

B.  Peter  Urraca,  1657.  S.  Joseph  of  Cupertino,  1663. 

B.Leonard  of  Port  Maurice  1751  a.  John  Nepomuc,  1383. 

B.  Giambattista    della    Con-  S.  Louis  of  France,  1270. 
cezione,  1613.  S.  Bonaventure,  1274. 

*  B.  Laurence  of  Brindisi,  1619.  S.  Raymund  of  Pennafort,  1275, 

V.  Camilla  Borghese  Orsiui.     S.  Peter  Paschal,  1300. 

V.  Mariana  of  Gesii,  1645.        S.  Benedict  XL,  1304. 

V.  Cardinal  Bellarmine,S.J,l621.  S.  Elizabeth  Queen  of  Portugal, 

V.Paul  of  the  Cross,  1775.  1336.  10_e 

V.  Yvanof  the  French  Oratory,  S.  John  Bridlington,  1375. 
and  Founder  of  the  Order  of  S.  Joachim  ot  Siena,  1380. 
our  Lady  of  Mercy,  1653.      S.  Peter  of  Luxembourg,  1387. 

F.  Auger,  S.  J.  1591.  §•  John  of  Pisa,  1435. 

V.  VuTceit  Caraflfeu  S.  J.  1649.  S.  Joanna,  Queen  of  France  1505 
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S.  Bernardin  of  Siena,  1444, 
S.  Peter  Regalati,  1456, 
S.  John  of  Sahagun,  U79, 
S.  Casimir  of  Poland,  1483, 
S.  James  of  Sclavonia,  1485, 
S.  Veronica  of  Milan,  1497, 
S.  Joseph  of  Leonissa,  161 2, 
S.  Marie  de  Secours, 
S.  Francis  Caracciolo,  1608, 
S.  Louis  of  Toulouse,  1297, 
S.  Natalie, 

S.  Francis  of  Sales,  1622, 
S.  John  the  Calybite,  450, 
S.  Thomas  Aquinas,  1247, 
S.  Dominic,  1221, 
S,  Clare  of  Montefalco,  1308, 
S.  Zita,  1272, 


B.  Giovanna  Maria  Bonoim,  5^ 

1670,  ,» 

B.  Nicolas  Albergati,  1643,  « 

B.  Gregory  Louis  Barbadigo,  ,ai 

1697,  z* 

B.  John  Marinoni,  1562,  ^ 

2f, 

B.  Joseph  Oriol,  1602,  *     f  ^ 

B.  John  Ribera,  1611,  4 

B.  Cardinal  Tommasi,  1713,  afc 

B.  Maria  Vittoria  Fornaii,  1617,  9t 

B.  Mary  of  the  Incarnation,  1618  t; 

B.  Elizabetta  Picenardi,  -*\ 

B.  Catherine  Thomasia,  Augus-  ^ 

tinianess,  1574, 

B.  Andrea  Dotti,  1315,  ^ 


B.  Henry  Suso,  1365, 
S.  Agnes  of  iJlontepulciano,  1317  The  Seven  Blessed  Founders  of 
S.  Catherine  di  Ricci  1590,  tlje  Servites, 

S.  Pacificus,  1721,  B.  Felice, 

S.  Angela  de  Merici,  1540,        B.  Giacomo  Filippo  Bertoni, 
S.  John  Joseph  of  the  Cross  1 734  B.  Simon  of  Roxas,l  624, 
S.  Antoninus,  1459,  B.  Gioachino  Piccolomini, 

S.  Giacinta  Mariscotti,  1640,     B.  Francesco  Patrizi, 


S.  Vincent  Ferrer,  1419, 
S.  Catherine  of  Genoa,  1510, 
S.  Clare  of  Assisi,  1253, 
S.  Francis  of  Paula,  1508, 


S.  Benedict  of  Philadelphi,  1589   can,  1486, 


B.  Peter  de  Caputiis,  Domini- 
can, 1445, 
B.  Angelo  Porro, 
B.  Bernard  Scamacca,  Doraini- 


S.  Emidius,  Martyr, 
S.  Bridget,  1373, 
S.  Dinacus,  1463,  - 
S.  Colette,  1447, 
S.  Antony  of  Padua,  1231, 
S.  Peter  Nolasco,  1258, 
S.  Raymond  Nonnatus,  1240, 
B.  Peter  Founder,  1636, 
B.  Alexander  Sauli,  1592, 
B.  Albert  of  Villacontenis, 
B.  Bernard  of  Corleone,  1667, 
B.  Tommaso  da  Cori, 


B.  Joanna  Soderini,  1367, 
B.  Michael  de  Sanctis,  Bare- 
footed Trinitarian, 
B.  Bernardino  a  Fossa,  1503, 
B.  Pietro  Cresci  of  Foligiio, 
B.  Margaret  Colonna, 
B.  Jeremias  Lambertenghi, 

Franciscan,  [an  ess, 

B.  Magdalen  Albrici,  August iui- 
B.  Stephen  di  Gio.  Agazzari, 
B.  Margaret  of  Savoy. 


B.  Bernard  Tolomei,  1348, 
B.  Paul  Burali  of  Arezzo,  1578,  B,  Cristina,  Augustinianess, 
B.  Louis  Alamanno,  B.  John  of  Parma, 

B.  Bouaventura  of  Potenza  171 1 B.  Peter  of  Magliano,  [tyr, 
B.  Niccolb  Fattore,  1583,  V.  Pierre  du  Moulin  Borie,  Mar- 
B.  Gasparo  de  Bono  Spagnolo,  V.  John  d'  Avila,  1569, 

1604,  V,  Bartholomew  de  Martyribus, 

B.  Niccolo  di  Longobardi,  1709,  1590, 


B.  Andrew  Ibornon,  1602, 
B.  Catherine  Tomas,  1574, 
B.  Crispin  of  Viterbo,  1750, 
B.  John  Massias,  1645, 
B.  Martin  Porres,  1639, 


V.  Catherine  de  Raconis, 
V.  Emily  Bicchieri, 
V.  Sybillina  di  Pa  via, 
V.  Catherine  Vanina, 
V.  Paula  da  Foligno,  1674, 


B.  Francesco  de  Posadas,  1713,  V.  Anne  de  St.  Barteleini, 
B.Alphonso  Rodriguez,  S.J.16!  7  V.  Mary  Villani,  1670, 
B.  Rezzonica,  V.  Maria  d'  Escobar, 

B.  d'Aguilar,  V.  Mgr.  Strambi,  Passionist, 
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V.  Maria  Crocifissa,  Benedic-  V.  Ignatius   Capizzl,  Secular 
tiness,  1699,  Priest,  1783, 

V.  Holtzhauser,  165r?,  [b.  1674,  V.  Florida  Cevoli,  Capuchiness, 
V.  Rosa  Maria  of  St.  Antonio,  1777, 

V.  Giovanni  Leonardi,  1609,     V.  Francis  Xavier  Maria  Bian- 
V.  Louis  da  Ponte,  1624,  [ment,    clii,  Barnabite,  1815, 
V.Margaret  of  the  Holy  Sacra-  V.  de  la  Salle,  Founder  oi  the 
y.Condren,of  the  French  Ora-    Christian  Brothers,  1719, 

tory,  1640,  V.  Caesar  de  Bns,  Founder  of 

V,  Cardinal  Ximenes,  1 517,         the  Congregation  of  Christian 
V.  Grignon  de  Montfort,  1716,     Doctrine  in  France, 
V.Canisius,  S.  J.  V.  Andrew  Bobola,  S.  J.,  1657, 

V.  Antony,  Dominican,  V.Juvenal  Ancina,  of  the  Ro- 

V.  Cardinal deBerulle, Founder    man  Oratory,  1604, 

of  the  French  Oratory,  1629,  V.  Leopoldo  a  Gaichi,  Francis- 
V.Boudon,1702,  can,  1815, 

V.  F.  Bernard,  1641,  V.  Theophilus  a  Carte,  Francis- 

V.  Oetenet,  1666,  can,  1740, 

V,  Josepba  Maria  of  St.  Agnes,  V.  Clara  Isabella  Furnari,  Poor 
V.Louis  of  Granada,  1588,  Clare, 

V.  Maria  Dolado,  1632,  V.  Andrew  a  Burgio,  Capuchin 

V.  Agnes  of  Jesus,  Dominica-    Lay-brother,  1772, 

ness,  1634,  V.  John  the  Sinner,  companion 

V.  Angelo  ab  Acrio,  of  St.  John  of  God, 

V.  Theresa  Redi  of  the  Heart  V.  Peter  Francis  Scarampio,  of 

of  Jesus,  Carmelitess,  1766,       the  Roman  Oratory,  1656, 
V.Maria  Crocifissa  Satellico,  V. Mariano, Arciero, Sec. Priest, 
Poor  Clare,  1741,  V.Giovanni  Tommaso  Eusta- 

V.  Antonio  Margil  a  Gesu,    chio,  of  the  Oratory  of  Naples, 
Franciscan,  1726,        [1720,  V.  Angela  Maria  Astorch,  Capu- 
V.  Angelo  de  Paulis,  Carmelite,    chiness,  1665, 
V.  Joanna  deLestonac,  Found-  V.  Pompeo  di  Donato,  cf  the 
ress  of  the  Daughters  of    Oratory  of  Naples, 
Mary,  1640,  V.  Mary  of  the  Angels,  Carmeli- 

V.  Charles  Caraffa,  Founder  of  tess, 

the  pious  Labourers,  1633,  V.  Antonio  Grassi,  of  the  Ora- 
V.  Maria  Francesca  a  Vulneri-    tory,  of  Lucca, 

bus,  1791,  V.  Raphael  Chylinski,  Francis- 

V.  Francis  of  St  Antony,  1716,    can,  1741, 
V.John  Palafox,  1 659,  [can,1754  V.  Francis  Antony  Fasani,  Fran- 
V.  Philip  of  Velitri,  Francis-    ciscan,  1742, 
V.Antony  of  the  Conception,  V.  Clara  Isabella Gherzi,  1800, 
Secular  Canon,         [1758,  V.  Bartholomew  de  Quental, 
V.Antony  Alfonso  Bermejo,    Founder  of  the  Oratory  of 
V.  Bernardino  Realino,S.J.  1616   Lisbon,  1698, 
V.  John  Baptist  de  Rubeis,  V.  Felix  a  Nicosia,  Capuchin 
Canon  of  Santa  Maria  in    Lay-brother,  1787, 
Cosmedin,  1764.  V,  Febronia  Ferdinand  a  Gesii, 

V.  Catherine  de  Bar,  1694,  Poor  Clare,  1718, 

V.  Toraaso  Eustachio,  of  the  V.  Biagio  Morani, 

Naples  Oratory,  1641 ,  V.  Nicolas  Molinarus,  Capuchin, 

V.  Francis  Camacho.  of  the  Or-    1 792, 

der  of  St.  John  of 'God,  1698,  V.  Benedict  of  Poggibonzi, 
V.  John  Sarcander,  Secular  V.  Alessandra  Sabiui  di  ftocca- 


V.  Peter  Dominic  of  Civita  V.  Angelo  Fiorucci, 
Veccuia,  Franciscan,  1238,     V.  Bartholomew  Tanari, 


Priest,  1620, 
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V.  Anna  de  Jesu9, 1621, 

V.  Philip  Franci  of  Florence, 

V.  Lavinia  Senardi, 

V.  Matthew  Guerra  of  Siena, 

V.  Cecilia  Castelli  Giovanelli, 

Franciscaness, 
V.  Serafina,  di  Dio, 
V.  Serafina  di  Gesu  of  Capri, 
V.  Lavinia  Senardi, 


F.  Saintpe,  of  the  French  Ora- 
tory, [1798, 
Saeur  de  la  Nativite,  Fougeves, 
F.  Girolamo  Gabrielli,  Founder 

of  the  Oratoiy  at  Fano, 
F.  Francesco  Cabrini,  Founder 

of  the  Oratory  at  Brescia, 
F.  Baldassare  Nardi,  Founder 
of  the  Oratory  at  Aquila, 


V.  John  Andrew  de  Afflietis,  of  F.  Giovanni  Battista  Magnanti, 
the  Oratory  of  Aquila,  of  the  Oratory  at  Aquila,  o 

if.  Felix  Angelico  Testa  di  Be-  F.  Alessandro  Borla,  1592, 


vagna, 
V.  Alexander  Lusago, 
V.  Antonio  Maria  Zaccaria, 

Barnabite,  1539, 
V.  Bartholomew  Ferrari,  Bar- 

nabite,  1544, 


F.  Antonio  Talpa,  1624, 
F.  Tiojano  Bozzuto,  1625, 


F.  Donato  Antonio  MartucciH.  2 


F.  Antonio  Glielmo,  [1636, 1 
Don  Lelio  Sericchi,  1719,  <e 
-Don  Gregorio  Lopez,  1596,  p  720, 
V.  Giacomo  Antonio  Morigia,  F.  Antonino  Cloche,  Dominican, 

Barnabite,  1546,  Brother  Felix,  Capuchin, 

V.  John  Peter  Besozzi,  Barna-  BartolomeaCapitaniodiLovere, 

bite,  1584,  Francesco  Picenardi, 

V.  Augustin  Tornielli,  Barna-  F.  Lanuza, 
bite,  1622,  Albina  Ligi, 

V.  Charles  Bascabe,  Barnabite,  F.  Philip  Strozzi, 
xr1^15,  Paolo  Piazzesi,  )  Roman  Schol 

V.  Cosimo,  Dossena,  Barnabite,  Luigi  Corradini,  j  ars, 
«1S?°»-.    ^.  t1651'  Angela  Pozzi,        [of  Charity, 

V.  Baptist  Crivelli,  Barnabite,  Felice  Moschiui,  of  the  Institute 
V.  Bartholomew  Canale,  Bar-  Mechitar,  Founder  of  the  Ai  me- 

nabifce,  1681,  nian  Benedictines,  1746, 

V.  Ignatius  Delgado,  Bisliop  of  F.  Surin,  S.  J.,  1665, 

Melipotamus,  1838,  F.  John  Chrysostom, 

V.  Maria  Vittoria  Angelini,  Ser-  Sister  Maria  Felice  Spinelli, 
(T  v^te,  1 659,  Capuchiness  of  Venice, 

V.  h rancesca del  Serrone,  Fran-  John  Baptist  Magnanti,  of  the 

ciscaness,  1600,  Oratory  of  Aquila, 

Vincent  Maria  Morelii,  1812,     Charles  Gianni,  of  Florence, 
Cardinal  Baronius,  of  the  Ro-  Sebastian  Pisani   Patrizio  of 
man  Oratory,  1619,  Alessandra  Savina,      [  Venice, 

Livia  Vipereschi,  Roman  Lady,  F.  Santi  della  Ripa, 
Giuseppe,  Anchieta,       [  1675,  F.  Louis  Gaetan  Feneroli,  of  the 
Count  Louis  of  Sales,  1654,  Oratory  of  Bologna, 

F.  Caravita,  Caesar  Louis  Canali  of  Bologna, 

Countess  Torella,  F.  Francis  d'  Anna,  of  the  Oia- 

Canonico  Rossi,  tory  of  Naples, 

J.  Zucchi,  Sister  Clare  of  the  Angels, 

F.  Nobletz,  1652,  Domenico  Gambera, 

J*  ,  iiiides,  Buonsignore  Cacciaguerra, 

Duchess  of  Montmorenc}',  1666,  AgathaBelfiorediS.  Paterniano 
F.  Bourdoise,  1655,  R0Sa  Maria  Martini  of  Florence, 

F.  Brydayne,  1767,  Countess    Vittoria  Valvasone 

Cardinal  Cheverus,  Beltrame, 
Girolamo  Mazzola,  S.  J.  Anna  Maria  Emanuela  Buona- 

M  de  Lantages,  mici, 

F.  De  Ranee,  1700,  F.Joseph  Vaz,  of  the  Portu- 

Ue  Renty.  1649,  guese  Oratory  in  Ceylon. 


Digitized  by  Google 


7 


This  list  is  not  put  forward  as  by  any  means  complete,  or  as 
!   Intending  to  exclude  other  Lives,  especially  those  of  the  older 
|   Saints.  The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  who  may  wish 
to  satisfy  their  devotion,  and  employ  their  leisure  to  the  greater 
glory  of  God  and  onr  dear  Lady,  by  contributing  translations  of 
the  Lives  either  of  older  Saints  or  of  those  mentioned  in  this  list,  or 
any  others  who  have  died  in  the  odour  of  sanctity,  and  are  not 
named  here.  The  arduousness  of  the  undertaking  makes  it  very 
necessary  for  him  earnestly  to  repeat  his  petition  for  coadjutors 
!   in  his  labours;  and  perhaps  he  may  at  the  present  time  urge  it 
©ore  forcibly  than  before.  Eight  volumes  of  the  Series  are  now 
published;  the  work  has  obtained  an  extensive  circulation  both 
in  America  and  England ;  besides  the  many  testimonies  to  its 
utility  received  from  very  various  quarters  among  Catholics,  not 
a  few  who  are  still  unhappily  out  of  the  One  Fold  have  borne 
witness  to  its  attracting  influence  upon  them ;  the  increasing  de« 
mandfor  books  of  devotion  and  ascetical  divinity,  while  it  proves 
the  growing  thirst  after  Christian  perfection  amongst  us,  shows 
how  necessary  as  well  as  useful  a  Series  of  Lives  of  the  Saints  at 
length  and  in  detail  must  be :— these  are  all  so  many  grounds  on 
which  the  Editor  may  rest  his  claim  for  co-operation.  Although 
many  Lives  are  advertised  as  being  in  hand,  yet  the  translators 
hare  in  most  cases  so  many  other  important  avocations  that  a 
still  larger  number  of  labourers  are  required  to  feed  the  press 
steadily,  and  to  enable  the  Editor  to  go  on  keeping  his  promise 
to  the  public. 

Circumstances  delayed  the  publication  of  Pope  Benedict  XIV. 
on  Heroic  Virtue;  but  the  first  volume  is  now  published,  the 
second  is  ready  for  the  press,  and  some  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  translation  of  the  third  and  concluding  volume.  It 
is  a  portion  of  that  pontiff's  great  book  on  the  Canonization  of 
the  Saints,  and  contains  a  most  interesting  account  of  the  tests 
ised  by  the  Church  in  examining  ecstasies,  visions,  raptures, 
the  higher  degrees  of  mental  prayer,  and  the  practice  of  bodily 
austerities,  and  supernatural  penances.  It  will  be  bound  and 
lettered  uniformly  with  tho  Series  of  the  Modern  Saints,  and 
will  be  found  replete  with  most  interesting  anecdotes,  as  well 
as  being  of  immense  use  to  spiritual  directors,  and  to  all  stu* 
dents  of  ascetical  theology  and  Christian  philosophy.  An 
original  dissertation  on  Mystical  Theology  will  be  prefixed  to 
one  of  the  future  volumes  of  the  Series,  in  which  an  attempt 
*ill  be  made  to  distinguish  between  the  heights  of  Catholic 
contemplation  and  the  vagaries  of  recent  heretics,  and  the  doc- 
trine of  the  most  judicious  and  discreet  Mystics  will  be  stated 
w»d  explained  from  the  authors  most  approved  among  theolo- 
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gians,  and  such  general  information  given  on  the  subject  as  will 
be  interesting  and  edifying  to  ordinary  readers. 

A  number  of  the  portraits  of  the  Saints  prefixed  to  most  o! 
the  volumes  are  to  be  had  separately ,  on  sale  at  the  Publishers, 
for  those  who  may  wish  to  increase  their  collection  of  religious 
engravings,  or  to  distribute  pictures  of  the  Saints  to  whom  they 
may  have  a  devotion;  and  the  Essay  on  Canonization,  published 
with  the  first  volume  of  St.  Alphonso  may  now  be  purchased  in 
a  separate  form.  The  editor  will  be  glad  to  receive  any  sugges- 
tion which  may  assist  him  either  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  sub- 
scribers, or  in  making  the  Series  a  more  complete  and  perfect 
Library  of  Catholic  Biography. 

F.  W.  FABER, 
Priest  of  the  Obatoby. 

London^ 
Feast  of  St.  Francis,  I860. 
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TO 

THE  REGULAR  CLERGY 

OP  THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  ENGLAND, 

THE  CHILDREN 
OP  ST.  BENEDICT  AND   ST.  BERNARD, 
ST.  DOMINICK  AND  ST.  FRANCIS, 
AND  THE  SONS 
OP  THE  HOLY  IGNATIUS, 
THE  GREAT  MASTER  OF  THE  SPIRITUAL  LIFE, 
AND  THE  NURSING-FATHER  OF  SAINTS  AND  MARTYRS, 

WHO, 

IN  THE  STRAITNESS  AND  NEGLECT 
OP  THEIR  UNHONOURED  CLOISTERS, 
OR  THE  CHEERLE33  SOLITUDE 
OP  THEIR  HIRED  LODGING, 
HAVE  JOYFULLY  EMBRACED  THE  POYERTY  OF  JESUS, 
AND  EARNED  BY  LOVING  ZEAL 

THE  CROWN  OF  MARTYRDOM, 

AND  WHO, 

THROUGH  SCENES  OF  AWFUL  SACRILEGE, 
AND  TIMES  OF  BITTER  PERSECUTION, 
THROUGH  THE  LONG   AND   WEARY  VISITATION 
OP  ACTIVE  MALICE  OR  OF  COLD  CONTEMPT, 

HAVE  PERPETUATED, 

AMONGST  THEIR  UNWORTHY  COUNTRYMEN, 
THE  BLESSED  LINEAGE 

OF  THEIR  HOLY  FOUNDERS. 

St.  Wilfrid's, 
Feast  of  St.  Bernard, 

m.  DCCC.  XLVII. 
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PREFACE. 


The  following  Lives  are  translations 
from  the  Italian.  That  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard was  written  by  Father  Giuseppe 
Maria,  of  Masserano,  Postulator  of  the 
cause.  The  translation  is  free,  and  in 
some  parts  slightly  abridged  ;  nothing, 
however,  of  importance  has  been  omitted. 
The  Life  of  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore 
was  composed  by  Father  Giuseppe  Ala- 
pont,  likewise  Postulator  of  the  cause. 
Both  were  published  at  Rome  in  the 
years  1796  and  1786. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  Lives  of 
the  Ven.  Peter  Claver  and  the  Ven.  John 
deBritto,  their  causes  have  been  prose- 
cuted in  the  Congregation  of  Ritas,  and 
the  following  Briefs  have  been  issued, 
which  it  has  been  thought  well  to  prefix 
to  the  present  volume.  The  account  of 
the  Beatification  of  Blessed  Claver,  and 
the  translations  of  the  Briefe,  have  been 
copied  from  the  Tablet  newspaper. 


Digitized  by  Google 


11 


PREFACE. 


"  BEATIFICATION  OF  FATHER  PETER  CLAVER. 

"  On  the  21st  of  September  the  solemn 
function  of  the  Beatification  of  the  ven- 
erable servant  of  God,  Peter  Claver,  was 
celebrated  in  the  Patriarchal  Basilica  of 
the  Vatican. 

"At  the  exterior  porch,  where  the 
Pope  gives  the  Solemn  Benediction,  was 
displayed  a  standard,  representing  the 
Blessed  Claver  recommending  to  God  the 
poor  negroes  whom  he  leaves  upon  earth 
deprived  of  all  human  succour.  This 
tableau  bore  the  following  inscription : — 

"  A  DEO  OPTIMO  MAXIMO 

"Petrus  in  aeternse  lucis  sinum  accersitus, 
Jesu  Christo  Servatori  generis  humani 
Mauros,  quos  omni  ope  destitutes  deserit, 
enix&  obsecratione  commendat. 

"At  the  principal  gate  of  the  Basilica, 

under  the  portico,  was  to  be  seen  another 

tableau,  with  this  inscription ; — 

"  Mauri  ad  Neocarthagenas  ex  Africa  appellentes' 
Petrum,  corpore  quidem  segroto 
at  alacri  eos  animo  ad  littus  prsestolantera, 
docilesque  de  navi  ad  ejus  pedes  corruunt. 

"  On  the  two  lateral  gates  we  read  two 
verses  of  the  holy  Scripture,  one  taken 
from  the  book  of  Job,  cap.  22: — 'Auris 
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audiens  beatificabit  me  *  *  *  eo  quod  li- 
berassem  pauperem  vociferantem  et  pu- 
pillum  cui  non  erat  adjutor.  Oculos  fui 
caeco  et  pes  claudq.  Pater  eram  paupe- 
ram.,  The  other  verse  was  borrowed 
from  Psalrn  lxxi. : — 'Coram  illo  proci- 
dent  iEthiopes  *.  *  *  *  et  usuris  et  ini- 
quitate  redimet  animas  eorum  et  honora- 
bile  nomen  eorum  coram  illo.' 

"  The  pilasters  of  the  great  nave  were 
covered  with  magnificent  draperies  in  red 
damask.  The  immense  platform,  which 
extended  from  the  confessional  of  the 
Holy  Apostles  to  the  altar  of  the  Chair, 
had  assumed,  under  the  intelligent  direc- 
tion of  the  Chevalier  Sarti,  a  novel  and 
most  graceful  appearance.  On  either  side 
were  placed  two  paintings  representing 
the  principal  miracles  of  the  Beatified 
Father.  At  the  bottom  of  the  apse, 
above  the  chair  of  St.  Peter,  was  the  por- 
trait of  the  Blessed  Claver.  The  splen- 
dour of  this  decoration  was  heightened 
by  the  beauty  of  the  illumination.  The 
finest  effect  was  produced  by  two  long 
lines  of  lights,  which  were  displayed  around 
the  portrait  of  the  Blessed  Claver. 
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"  At  half-past  ten  their  Eminences  the 
Cardinals,  the  Chapter  of  St.  Peter's,  and 
the  Reverend  Consultors  of  the  Rites, 
took  their  places.  Then  the  Most  Rev. 
P.  Roothaan,  General  of  the  Society  of 
Jesus,  was  presented  to  Cardinal  Lam- 
bruschini,  as  the  Prefect  of  the  Congrega- 
tion ;  and  in  a  discourse  on  the  merits  of 
the  venerable  servant  of  God,  he  de- 
manded that  the  Brief  of  Beatification 
should  be  promulgated.  After  the  read- 
ing of  the  Brief,  the  "  Te  Deum"  was  so- 
lemnly chanted,  during  which  the  por- 
trait of  the  Blessed  Father  was  displayed, 
the  bells  sounding  and  the  cannon  firing 
from  the  Castle  of  S.  Angelo.  The  ver- 
sicle  and  collect  proper  for  the  Beatified 
were  recited  by  Monsignor  Cardelli,  Arch- 
bishop of  Acrida,  who  celebrated  a  Pon- 
tifical High  Mass.  Our  Most  Holy  Fa- 
ther the  Pope  came  to  venerate  the  image 
of  the  Beatified  in  the  evening.  After 
Vespers  he  received  the  usual  oblations, 
and  stopped  some  time  to  admire  the 
beauty  of  the  paintings  and  decorations. 
In  the  evening  the  fa9ade  of  the  house 
and  church  of  the  Jesuits  was  illumi- 
nated. 
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"  We  remarked  there  a  transparent  por- 
trait of  the  Blessed  Claver,  with  this  in- 
scription : — 

"Petro  Claver 
Carthagine  in  novo  regno  Granatensi 
Per  annos  amplius  XXXX. 

Maurorum  apostolo 
Ex  responso  Pii  IX.  P.  M. 
Coelitum  beatorum  honoribus 
Hao  die  XI.  kal  Oct.  attributes 
Societas  Jesu 
Oruamento  novo 
Et  praesidio  coelesti  aucta. 
41  Giornale  di  Roma'' 

"  LETTERS- APOSTOLIC  FOR  THE  BEATIFICATION  OF 
THE  VEN.  PETER  4CLAVER,  OF  THE  COMPANY  OF 
JESUS. 

"  Pius  DC.,  Pope. 
"For  a  Perpetual  Remembrance  of  the  Thing. 
"  The  essence  of  Christian  charity — the 
power  which  distinguishes  it — is  that  of 
urging  the  hearts  which  it  inflames  to 
undertake  the  most  arduous  and  most 
difficult  enterprises  for  the  glory  of  God 
and  for  the  spiritual  and  corporeal  good 
of  our  neighbour,  by  communicating  to 
them  an  extraordinary  energy,  truly 
superior  to  mortal  nature.  And  this, 
throughout  all  ages,  since  the  days  of  the 
first  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  manifestly 
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appears  in  all  those  men  remarkable  for 
their  holiness — those  generous  labourers 
whom  the  Divine  Father  of  the  household 
has  never  ceased  to  send  into  His  harvest. 
Inflamed  with  the  fire  of  Christian  cha- 
rity, they  have  accomplished  so  many  and 
such  great  things — they  have  rendered 
such  splendid  services  in  all  the  ranks  of 
the  human  family,  that  the  deceptive  and 
vain  philosophy  of  our  time,  that  enemy 
of  the  cross  of  Christ,  cannot  enter  into  a 
parallel  with  those  heroes,  or,  without 
incurring  certain  confusion,  venture  to 
boast  of  producing  such  works  and  such 
benefits.  Now,  amongst  those  heroic 
men,  animated  with  the  spirit  'of  the 
Apostles,  who,  since  the  discovery  of  the 
West  Indies,  have  been  seen  cultivating 
without  ceasing  that  new  field  opened  to 
their  zeal,  and  civilising  and  winning  to 
Jesus  Christ  the  savage  people  of  these 
countries,  and  leaving  amongst  them  tes- 
timonies of  Christian  charity  so  profound 
and  so  glorious,  the  Venerable  Servant  of 
God,  Peter  Claver,  professed  Priest  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus,  has  justly  rendered  him- 
self remarkable.    Born  at  Verdu,  a  town 
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in  Catalonia,  in  the  diocese  of  Salsona,  in 
the  Spanish  province  of  Tarragona,  he 
was  scarcely  seventeen  years  of  age  when, 
in  order  to  consecrate  himself  more  closely 
to  God,  he  sought  to  enter  into  the  So- 
ciety of  Jesus.  He  was  admitted;  and 
after  his  noviciate  he  repaired  to  Ma- 
jorca, there  to  study  literature  and  philo- 
sophy. There  he  met  with  the  blessed 
Alphonsus  Rodriguez,  brother  coadjutor 
of  the  society,  in  whose  intimacy  he 
learned  to  what  a  serious  ministry,  and 
to  what  labours  he  had  been  called  by 
the  Divine  will.  In  fact,  in  the  year 
1610,  by  the  will  of  God,  and  by  the 
orders  of  his  superiors,  he  set  out  for  the 
kingdom  of  New  Granada,  in  South  Ame- 
rica, where  he  was  ordained  Priest,  and 
where  he  concluded  his  theological  stu- 
dies. From  this  period  he  dwelt  at  Car- 
thagena,  on  the  sea  of  the  Antilles,  a 
mart  where  merchants,  openly  devoted 
to  the  infamous  slave  trade,  conducted 
every  year,  like  wretched  cattle,  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  poor  slaves,  captured 
chiefly  on  the  African  coasts,  and  sold 
them  to  the  highest  bidder.  Touched 
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with  compassion  towards  these  unfortu- 
nates, the  venerable  Peter,  devoting  to 
them  his  existence,  and  consecrating  him- 
self to  them  by  a  vow,  laboured  con- 
stantly, during  more  than  forty  years,  in 
instructing  and  baptising  them,  sustained 
by  an  invincible  courage  in  the  midst  of 
difficulties  and  unheard-of  privations. 
Thus  did  he  singly,  by  his  charity  alone, 
gain  over  to  Christ  and  to  the  Church  a 
multitude  of  negroes,  so  vast,  that  the 
number  of  them  is  reckoned  at  several 
hundreds  of  thousands.  But  he  did  not 
confine  himself  to  spreading  true  religion 
in  their  souls.  He  occupied  himself  also 
with  their  corporal  wants.  How  could 
his  piety  avoid  embracing  with  his  solici- 
tude these  unhappy  creatures,  emaciated 
as  they  were  by  the  most  horrible  misery? 
At  the  news  of  each  disembarkation  of 
slaves,  he  rushed  to  the  spot ;  he  clasped 
in  his  arms  these  outcasts  of  freedom, 
now  reduced  by  violence  to  the  most 
cruel  servitude.  He  eagerly  exerted  him- 
self to  obtain  for  them,  as  far  as  he  could, 
the  help  they  so  much  needed.  To  the 
naked  he  gave  clothes — to  the  hungry  he 
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supplied  food — to  the  sick  remedies — and 
even  amongst  the  latter,  if  he  found  some 
of  them  infected  with  the  plague,  it  was 
to  them  that  he  delighted  to  devote  him- 
self, without  any  care  for  his  own  safety. 
The  more  repugnance  and  disgust  he  felt 
in  the  midst  of  such  horrible  exhalations 
and  filth,  the  more  did  he  redouble  the 
efforts  of  a  charity  ever  victorious.  And, 
as  if  these  prodigious  exertions  on  behalf 
of  the  suffering  negroes  had  been  but 
trifling  toils,  he  moreover  came  to  the 
aid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carthagena,  and 
of  such  strangers  as  occasionally  sojourned 
in  that  city.  He  won  back  to  virtue  and 
temperance  those  who  led  a  licentious  life. 
He  applied  himself  to  bring  back  heretics 
to  the  true  Faith — to  make  Mahometans 
pass  free  from  the  slavery  of  their  super- 
stitions to  the  blessed  liberty  of  Christ. 
After  so  many  labours,  prolonged  far  into 
the  night,  he  devoted  to  rest  only  the 
smallest  portion  of  the  night  which  still 
remained,  and  consecrated  the  rest  to  the 
honour  of  God,  His  Virgin  Mother,  the 
Angels  and  Saints.  The  Divine  charity 
which  consumed  him  was  so  intense,  that 
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in  the  midst  of  his  occupations  he  always 
appeared  rapt  in  God.  As  he  was  sweet 
and  affable  towards  other  men — especially 
the  simple — so  was  he  hard  and  severe 
towards  himself,  adding  to  so  many  la- 
bours continued  mortification,  like  one 
accustomed  from  infancy  to  reduce  his 
body  to  subjection  by  the  most  austere 
life.  This  venerable  servant  of  God,  full 
of  the  merits  of  so  many  virtues,  and  es- 
pecially of  so  many  excellent  works  of 
charity*,  at  length  met  a  death  worthy  of 
so  holy  a  life  on  the  4th  day  of  the  ides 
of  September,  in  the  year  1654.  The 
fame  of  his  sanctity  having  spread  far 
and  wide,  his  cause  was  referred  to  our 
venerable  Brothers,  Cardinals  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Church  of  the  Congregation  of 
Sacred  Rites,  and  the  process  of  his  vir- 
tues having  been  carefully  drawn  up,  Be- 
nedict XIV.,  our  predecessor,  of  glorious 
memory,  after  having  addressed  to  God 
fervent  prayers,  decreed  the  heroism  of 
those  virtues  by  a .  public  decree  of  the 
8th  of  the  kalends  of  October,  in  the  year 
1747.  Then,  when  we  had  been  called, 
notwithstanding  our  unworthiness,  to  the 
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government  of  the  Church,  two  of  the 
miracles  attributed  to  the  prayers  of  the 
Venerable  Peter  having  been  proved  be- 
fore us,  with  the  advice  of  the  consultors, 
and  the  judgment  of  the  Cardinals  placed 
over  the  Sacred  Kites,  we  confirmed  the 
truth  of  the  same  by  a  decree,  dated  the 
4th  of  the  kalends  of  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  1848.  Finally,  as- 
sembled in  our  presence  on  the  morrow 
of  the  ides  of  May  of  the  present  year, 
the  Cardinals  of  the  same  Congregation 
unanimously  declared,  after  haying  col- 
lected the  suffrages  of  the  consultors,  that 
we  might,  when  it  seemed  good  to  us, 
place  the  aforesaid  servant  of  God  in  the 
rank  of  the  Blessed,  pending  the  celebra- 
tion of  his  solemn  canonization.  There- 
fore, at  the  prayer  of  the  whole  Society 
of  Jesus,  with  the  counsel  and  consent  of 
the  same  Congregation  of  Cardinals,  by 
our  Apostolic  authority,  and  by  the  tenor 
of  these  presents,  we  pernait  that  the  same 
servant  of  God,  Peter  Claver,  professed 
Priest  of  the  Society  of  Jesus,  be  for  the 
future  called  by  the  name  of  "Blessed" — 
that  his  body  and  his  relics  be  exposed 
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publicly  to  the  veneration  of  the  Faithful; 
without,  however,  their  being  permitted 
to  introduce  them  into  the  public  suppli- 
cations. Moreover,  we  permit  by  our 
same  Apostolic  authority,  to  be  recited, 
every  year,  the  Office  and  Mass  Commune 
Confessoris  non  Pontijicis,  with  the  pro- 
per prayers  approved  by  us  conformable 
to  the  rubrics  of  the  Missal  and  the  Ko- 
man  Breviary.  We  only  grant  the  re- 
cital of  this  office  to  the  city  and  the  dio- 
cese of  Carthagena,  to  be  performed  in  all 
the  churches  where  the  Society  of  Jesus 
is  established,  on  the  9th  of  September,  ] 
by  all  the  Faithful,  as  well  Seculars  as 
Regulars,  who  are  held  to  canonical  hours  i 
as  to  Masses.  We  allow  all  Priests  to 
recite  them  who  shall  officiate  in  churches 
where  the  feast  shall  be  kept.  Lastly, 
we  concede  that  within  a  year  from  the 
date  of  these  presents  the  solemnity  of 
the  Beatification  of  the  servant  of  God, 
Peter  Claver,  be  celebrated  for  the  first 
time  in  the  churches  of  the  diocese,  and 
of  the  society  mentioned  above,  with  the 
Office  and  the  Masses,  with  the  rite  of  a 
greater  double,  which  we  ordain  to  be 
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done  on  the  day  which  the  ordinary  su- 
periors shall  prescribe  after  the  same  so- 
lemnity shall  have  taken  place  in  the  ba- 
silica of  the  Vatican — the  constitutions 
and  Apostolic  ordinations,  decrees  upon 
non-worship,  and  all  other  things  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  we  di- 
rect that  copies  of  the  present  letters,  even 
printed— provided  that  they  be  subscribed 
with  the  hand  of  the  secretary  of  the 
above-mentioned  congregation,  and  guar- 
anteed by  the  seal  of  his  prefect — be  re- 
ceived with  the  same  credit  even  in  the 
judiciary  order  that  they  would  have 
towards  these  present  letters  exhibited  as 
a  testimony  of  our  will. 

"  Given  at  Rome,  at  St.  Peter's,  un- 
der the  Ring  of  the  Fisherman,  the 
16th  of  the  month  of  July,  1850, 
the  fifth  year  of  our  Pontificate. 
"  A.  Card.  Lambruchini. 
"Locofc  Sigilli," 
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"DECREE 

OF  THE  BEATIFICATION  OB  DECLARATION  OF  THE 
MARTYRDOM  OF  THE  VEN.  SERVANT  OF  GOD  JOHN 
DE  BRITTO,  PRIEST  PROFESSED  OF  THE  SOCIETY  OP 
JESUS. 

"  (Translation.) 
"The  Society  of  Jesus  having  been 
particularly  destined  by  its  holy  founder 
to  go  through  the  entire  world,  and  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  it  is 
to  fulfil  this  mission  that  its  children 
straitly  bind  themselves  by  their  fourth 
vow,  devoting  themselves  to  confess  the 
Son  of  Man  before  men,  and  surrendering 
even  their  life  among  the  infidels,  in  order 
to  gain  those  wretched  beings  to  Jesus 
Christ,  after  having  delivered  them  from 
their  blindness,  and  thus  to  beget  new 
sons  unto  His  Church.  Among  these 
heroes  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  martyrs 
offered  to  God  by  the  Society  among  the 
Japanese  nations,  the  Ven.  John  de  Brit- 
to  made  himself  justly  remarkable,  who 
was  born  at  Lisbon  of  an  illustrious  race, 
and  was  admitted  in  his  early  youth 
among  the  pages  of  Pedro  II.,  King  of 
Portugal. 

"  But  the  pious  education  which  he  had 
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received,  and  the  integrity  of  his  man- 
ners, speedily  induced  him  to  retire  from 
the  court;  and,  by  way  of  prelude  to  the 
science  of  the  Saints,  having  scarcely 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  en- 
tered into  the  Company  of  Jesus.  He 
had  not  yet  been  promoted  to  the  Priest- 
hood, but  he  was  already  ripe  for  the  sa- 
cred Ministry,  when,  burning  with  a  de- 
sire of  participating  in  the  Mission  of  the 
Indies,  and  happily  fulfilling  all  the  con- 
ditions required  for  that  work,  he  was 
sent  into  the  province  of  Malabar,  to  Ma- 
dura, a  holy  expedition  so  fruitful  in  la- 
bours and  in  sufferings  of  every  kind. 
There  this  evangelical  labourer,  after  hav- 
ing, during  thirteen  years,  converted  nu- 
merous idolators,  and  baptised  thousands 
of  persons,  found,  by  the  orders  of  the 
Rajah  of  Madura,  a  hard  captivity,  which 
he  bore  with  an  incredible  constancy  of 
soul,  thereafter  to  endure  frightful  tor- 
ture and  banishment.  He  then  returned 
into  Europe  by  order  of  his  superiors. 

"He  there  accomplished  with  great 
energy  all  with  which  he  had  been 
t  charged  for  the  needs  of  those  missions, 
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and  hastened  to  return  to  Malabar,  where  ii 
he  resumed  his  Apostolical  labours  with  n 
an  increase  of  zeal.    He  obtained  new  mi 
and  numerous  conversions,  in  consequence  J; 
of  which,  having  been  brought  before  the  t 
tribunal  of  the  same  tyrant,  he  openly  :*i 
confessed  the  Faith  of  Christ,  and  despis- 
ing  the  magnificent  offers  which  were  -y 
made  to  him  to  induce  him  for  once  to  y> 
invoke  the  name  of  the  idol,  without  being     }  \ 
terrified  at  menaces,  without  yielding  to  >; 
blows,  he  was  condemned,  out  of  hatred  : 
to  the  Faith,  to  be  beheaded,  and  conse-  < 
quently  endured  martyrdom,  on  the  day  *: 
before  the  nones  of  February,  in  the  year  ~ 
1693-    The  fame  of  the  holiness  of  this  : 
most  illustrious  martyr   having  been 
spread  abroad  through  the  Indies,  and 
God  confirming  it  by  miracles,  the  Ordi- 
nary of  Madura  in  the  first  instance,  and 
on  his  example  those  of  Cochin-China 
and  of  Goa,  prepared  juridical  informa- 
tions, to  which,  having  added  all  that  is 
customary,  a  preparatory  meeting  of  the 
Congregation  of  Sacred  Rites  was  held 
on  the  calends  of  July,  in  the  year  1738, 
in  the  palace  of  the  Reporter,  the  Most 
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Rev.  Cardinal  of  San  Clemente,  to  ex- 
amine the  dubium : — An  constet  de  mar- 
tyrio  et  causd  martyris  in  casu  et  ad  effec- 
tarn  de  quo  agitur. 

"And  as  in  this  Congregation  a  doubt 
was  raised  on  the  question  of  discovering 
whether  the  Ven.  John  had  not  used  dur- 
ing his  missions,  contrary  to  the  prescrip- 
tions of  the  Church,  certain  pagan  rites, 
Pope  Clement  XIL,  of  holy  memory, 
judged  it  expedient  to  submit  the  exam- 
ination of  this  article  to  the  supreme  tri- 
bunal of  the  Holy  Inquisition.  The  Pon- 
tiff .  died  before  a  sentence  was  given. 
His  successor,  Pope  Benedict  XIL,  of 
holy  memory,  who,  before  his  elevation 
to  the  Holy  See,  had  discharged  the  func- 
tions of  Promoter  of  the  Faith  in  the  pre- 
liminaries of  this  cause,  and  those  of  Con- 
suitor  Refendary  to  the  Holy  Inquisition 
in  this  disputed  point,  having  called  up, 
the  cause  by  a  Motu.  Proprioy  ordered 
that  the  Congregation  of  Sacred  Rites 
should  assemble  before  him  on  the  tenth 
day  of  the  calends  of  May,  in  the  year 
1741,  to  examine  the  dubium :  Au  obstent 
objecti  ritus  qwminus  procedi  possit  ad 
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teriora  in  casw,  et  ad  effectum  de  quo  agi* 
turf  He  consequently  heard  the  objec- 
tions of  the  Promoter  of  the  Faith,  col- 
lected the  advice  of  each  of  the  Cardinals, 
and  having  read,  examined,  and  very 
attentively  weighed  both  the  one  and 
the  other,  as  it  was  plain  that  this  Saint 
had  not  used  the  rites  in  question,  in  the 
manner  of  the  Gentiles,  who  attached  to 
them  a  superstitious  value,  but  that  he 
had  simply  accommodated  himself  to 
them,  as  to  the  common  practices  of  civil 
life,  the  Pontiff  having  furthermore 
prayed  much,  and  celebrated  the  holy 
mysteries,  delivered,  on  the  sixth  day  of 
the  nones  of  July  in  the  same  year,  the 
following  decree : — c  The  rites  objected  by 
the  Promoter  of  the  Faith  do  not  forbid, 
in  the  present  cause,  our  proceeding  on- 
wards— to  wit,  to  the  discussions  touch- 
ing the  dubium  of  martyrdom,  the  cause 
of  the  martyr,  and  the  signs  or  miracles 
obtained,  according  to  public  rumour,  by 
the  prayers  of  the  servant  of  God.' 

"  These  difficulties  having  been  disposed 
of,  the  discussion  on  the  dubium  itself 
was  about  to  be  opened  in  a  preparatory 
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meeting,  when  all  at  once,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Portugal,  that  storm  broke  out 
by  which  the  Company  of  Jesus  were 
there  struck,  and  close  upon  which  those 
vicissitudes  followed  by  which  it  was 
everywhere  overwhelmed*  Every  obsta- 
cle having  afterwards  ceased,  the  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Vatican,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Most  Reverend  Fathers  set  over 
the  Sacred  Rites,  on  the  sixth  day  of  the 
ides  of  April  in  the  present  year,  and 
My,  in  fine,  on  the  17th  day  of  the  ka- 
lends of  October,  the  question  having  been 
resumed  in  a  General  Assembly,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  our  Most  Holy  Father  Pope  Pius 
IX.,  where,  in  the  absence  of  the  Most 
Reverend  Cardinal  Delia  Geuga-Sermat- 
tei,  Reporter,  the  Most  Reverend  Cardi- 
nal Aloysius  Lambruschini,  having  pro- 
posed the  cause,  the  Most  Reverend  Car- 
dinals and  the  other  Fathers  each  gave 
their  suffrages. 

"After  having  attentively  heard  them, 
the  Most  Holy  Father  deferred  pronounc- 
ing his  judgment,  and  dismissing  the 
assembly  in  terms  fall  of  goodness,  he 
exhorted  every  one  to  offer  up  unto  God 
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humble  and  fervent  prayers,  a  duty  of 
which  he  acquitted  himself  the  first. 
Afterwards,  on  the  day  consecrated  to 
the  Prince  of  the  Celestial  Host,  whose 
strength  the  Veri.  John  imitated  in 
labouring  for  so  many  years  in  propa- 
gating religion,  and  in  confessing  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Holiness  offered 
the  victim  of  the  new  alliance,  again  im- 
plored the  aid  of  the  Divine  light,  and 
having  betaken  himself  to  the  Apostolical 
residence,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Tiber,  after  having  there  fulfilled,  like  a 
vigilant  Pastor,  the  secondary  duties  of 
his  office,  he  called  before  him  the  Most 
Reverend  Cardinal  Aloysius  Lambru- 
schini,  Bishop  of  Porto,  Santa  Ruffina, 
and  Civita  Vecchia,  Prefect  of  the  Con- 
gregation of  Sacred  Rites,  as  also  the 
Rev.  Father  Andrea-Maria  Frattini,  Pro- 
moter of  the  Faith,  with  me,  the  under- 
signed Secretary,  and  in  their  presence 
he  canonically  pronounced: — 4 Certainty 
has  been  attained  of  the  martyrdom,  and 
of  the  cause  of  martyrdom,  of  the  Venera- 
ble servant  of  God,  John  de  Britto,  illus- 
trated and  confirmed  by  God  by  many 
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prodigies;  wherefore  we  have  security 
in  proceeding  in  this  cause  to  ulterior 
measures,  and  to  pass  on  to  the  discus- 
sion of  miracles  other  than  the  prodigies 
already  proposed  and  examined  in  the 
congregations  above  indicated.' 

"And  his  Holiness  ordered  that  this 
decree  should  be  published  and  inserted 
in  the  acts  of  the  Congregation  of  Sacred 
Rites,  on  the  third  of  the  calends  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  MDCCCLL 

"A.  Card.  Lambruschini. 
"Bishop  of  Porto,  Santa  Buffina, 
and  Civita  Vecchia,  Prefect  of  the 
Sacred  Congregation  of  Bites. 
G.  Fatali,  Secretary  of  the  S.  R.  C. 
"LocofcSigilli." 

the  Obatobt,  London. 

Feast  op  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

1861. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS. 


THE  LIFE  OF  B.  LEONARD  OF  POET  MAURICE. 
PART  I. 

CHAPTER.  PAGE. 

I.  The  birth,  country,  and  parentage  of  Blessed 

Leonard,  with  the  history  of  his  childhood.  1 

II.  Blessed  Leonard  goes  to  Rome ;  his  life  as  a  secu- 

lar in  that  city.  7 

III.  Blessed  Leonard  manifests  a  vocation  to  the  reli- 

gious life.  The  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter 
in  carrying  it  into  effect.         -  IS 

IV.  The  conduct  of  Blessed  Leonard  during  his  novi- 

tiate and  studies,  until  he  became  a  lecturer  on 
philosophy.      ......  20 

V.  Blessed  Leonard  is  appointed  professor  of  Philo- 

sophy. Is  taken  ill  and  sent  to  Naples,  and 
from  thence  to  Port  Maurice,  for  the  restoration 
of  his  health.   26 

VI.  Blessed  Leonard  goes  from  Port  Maurice  to  Flo- 

rence, where,  after  having  employed  himself  in 
many  good  works,  he  is  appointed  to  give  re- 
treats in  different  places  in  Tuscany.  34 

VII.  Blessed  Leonard  gives  missions  in  different  places 

in  Tuscany,  and  is  chosen  guardian  of  the  mo- 
nastery of  S.  Francis.       ....  40 

VIII.  Blessed  Leonard  founds  the  hermitage  of  Santa 

Maria  dell' Incontro.      ....  46 
IX.  Blessed  Leonard  sets  at  liberty  a  woman  under 
sentence  of  death.    Gives  a  mission  in  the 
diocese  of  Pisa,  and  is  re-elected  father  guar- 
dian.  50 

.  X.  Blessed  Leonard  gives  missions  in  Lucca  and 
Kome,  from  whence  he  returns  to  Florence.  5B 


Digitized  by 


U  CONTENTS. 

CHAPTM*.      t  TAG* 

XL  Blessed  Leonard  gives  missions  in  Rome  and 
vicinity,  from  whence  be  returns  to  Florence, 
and  after  that  is  sent  to  Viterbo,  and  preaches 
in  several  other  places  in  the  papal  dominions.  66 

XII.  Blessed  Leonard  goes  twice  to  Florence,  and 

from  thence  returns  to  give  missions  in  different 
places  near  Rome.  ....  77 

XIII.  From  the  Marca  Blessed  Leonard  returns  to  give 

a  mission  near  Rome,  and  visits  some  places  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.  88 

XIV.  Blessed  Leonard  is  sent  to  give  a  mission  in  Genoa, 

and  from  thence  to  Lucca  and  Pistoja,  and  af- 
terwards to  the  island  of  Corsica.     -      -  101 

XV.  The  mission  is  given  in  many  other  places  in  Cor- 

sica. The  various  occurrences  during  this  time.  113 

XVI.  After  travelling  through  several  provinces  in  Italy, 

he  is  sent  to  Rome  to  prepare  the  people  for 
the  jubilee.  123 


XVII.  Blessed  Leonard  returns  to  Lucca  to  give  missions 

there,  as  well  as  in  the  archbishopric  of  Bologna. 
From  whence  he  is  sent  for  to  Rome,  where  he 
departs  this  life  in  his  retreat  of  8.  Buona- 
ventura.   -  139 

XVIII.  Rules  established  by  Blessed  Leonard  for  the 

conducting  of  the  missions,  which  he  himself 
faithfully  observed.   .....  153 

PART  II. 

I.  Of  the  faith  of  Blessed  Leonard.        -     -  175 
II.  On  the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  the  Most 
Holy  Sacrament.  182 

III.  On  the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  the  Pas- 

sion of  our  Lord,  and  to  the  holy  name  of  Jesus.  188 

IV.  On  the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  most  holy 

Mary  and  to  the  saints.    -      :  195 

V.  On  the  firm  hope  of  Blessed  Leonard.         -  202 

VI.  On  the  holy  poverty  practised  by  Blessed  Leonard.  210 

VII.  On  Blessed  Leonard's  love  of  God.      -     -  219 

VIII.  The  charity  of  Blessed  Leonard  towards  his 

neighbour.  223 

IX.  On  the  prudence  of  Blessed  Leonard.  -     -  239 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS.  iU 
IBAKTft.  PAGE. 

X.  How  carefully  Blessed  Leonard  observed  the 

Tirtue  of  Justice.  247 

XI.  How  Blessed  Leonard  excelled  in  the  virtue  of 

religion.  -    •  253 

XII.  On  the  perfect  obedience  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and 

his  justice  towards  his  neighbour.    -     -  261 

XIII.  On  the  love  of  Blessed  Leonard  for  the  virtue  of 

temperance.  -     -     -  270 

XIV.  On  the  spotless  chastity  of  Blessed  Leonard.  278 

XV.  Of  the  heroic  fortitude  of  Blessed  Leonard.  286 

XVI.  On  the  humility  and  patience  of  Blessed  Leonard.  296 

XVII.  On  the  gift  of  prophecy  and  discernment  of  spirits 

with  which  Blessed  Leonard  was  endowed.  308 

XVIII.  Of  other  supernatural  gifts  bestowed  by  God  on 

Blessed  Leonard  317 

XIX.  Various  cures  wrought  by  Blessed  Leonard  during 

his  life.  324 

XX.  On  the  various  cures  effected  through  the  merits 

of  Blessed  Leonard  in  answer  to  those  who  in- 
voked his  assistance.       -     -  .  234 

XXI.  Other  miraculous  cures  wrought  by  Blessed  Leo- 

nard after  his  death.        ....  345 


THE  LIFE  OF  BLESSED  NICHOLAS  FATTORE, 
BOOK  I. 

I.  Of  the  birth  and  childhood  of  Blessed  Nicholas.  361 
IL  He  enters  the  order  of  the  Minor  Friars.  -  366 
IH.  He  is  appointed  to  the  office  of  preacher.     -  372 

IV.  Remarkable  circumstances  connected  with  the 

preaching  of  Blessed  Nicholas.        -      .  377 

V.  Blessed  Nicholas  is  made  guardian.     -     -  331 

VI.  He  is  made  master  of  novices.  -  387 
VII.  He  is  appointed  confessor  of  nuns.      -     .  392 

VUI.  Continuation  of  the  same  subject.  -     -     -  339 
IX.  The  inquisitor  of  Toledo  approves  the  extraordi- 
nary sanctity  of  Blessed  Nicholas.    -     -  404 
X.  Friendship  between  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  and  Blessed 
Nicholas.   Some  events  connected  with  the 
death  of  the  former  407 


Digitized  by  Google 


1Y  CONTENTS. 

CH  AFTER.  PA0B 

XI.  He  joins  the  Capuchins.        -  413 

XII.  His  return  to  the  Observances.  -  417 

XIII.  His  return  to  Valencia.   421 

XIV.  He  arrives  at  Valencia.  His  death.     -     -  424 

XV.  His  obsequies  and  burial.      -  430 
XVI.  Miracles  at  his  death.   433 

XVII.  The  fame  of  his  sanctity— his  beatification.  .  443 

XVIII.  The  miracles  approved  for  his  beatification.  -  447 

BOOK  II. 

I.  Of  his  virtues.— His  heroic  faith.  ...  454 

,11.  His  heroic  hope.   457 

III.  His  heroic  love  of  God.       ....  46O 

IV.  His  love  of  Jesus  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament  of  the 

Altar.   462 

V.  His  heroic  love  for  his  neighbour,  especially  the 

poor.   466 

VI.  His  charity  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  neigh- 
bour.       -  474 

VIL  His  heroic  humility.   48J 

VIII.  His  heroic  mortification.      ....  437 

IX.  Trials  occasioned  by  the  devil.  490 

X.  Observance  of  his  religious  vows.  495 

XI.  Of  his  perfect  purity  of  conscience.      -      -  500 
XII.  His  prayer.   503 

XIII.  His  ecstasies,   508 

XIV.  His  celestial  visions   514 

XV.  His  gift  of  prophecy  and  discernment  of  spirits.  520 

XVI.  Many  other  miracles  wrought  during  the  life-time 

of  Blessed  Nicholas.         ....  531 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  LIFE 

OF 

B.  LEONARD  OF  PORT  MAURICE. 


PART  I. 
CHAPTER  I. 

THE  BIRTH,  COUNTRY,  AND   PARENTAGE    OF  BLESSED 
LEONARD,  WITH  THE  HISTORY  OF  HIS  CHILDHOOD. 

We  are  told  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  Book  of 
Proverbs,  that  the  "Path  of  the  just  is  as  a 
shining  light,  which  goeth  forwards  and  increas- 
ed even  into  perfect  day."  Such  was  precisely 
the  career  of  the  just  man  whom  I  am  about  to 
describe,  I  mean  the  Life  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
who,  as  soon  as  he  came  into  the  world,  and  from 
his  earliest  years,  gave  evident  signs  of  that  per- 
fect holiness  which  he  continually  attained.  At 
a  very  early  age  he  proved  that  he  had  the  grace 
and  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  and  was  by  Him 
chosen  to  accomplish  great  things,  and  ever  to 
increase  in  virtue ;  during  his  childhood  there 
shone  around  him  those  bright  rays  of  innocence 
and  virtue,  which  gave  a  sure  hope  that  he  would 
attain  in  the  end  the  highest  degree  of  perfection. 

In  order  to  gain  some  useful  lessons  from  this 
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history,  I  shall  divide  it  into  two  parts ;  the  first 
will  contain  the  relation  of  his  admirable  works, 
and  also  the  history  of  his  whole  life.  The  second 
part  will  treat  of  his  virtues,  which,  as  they  dwelt 
in  his  heart,  frequently  breathed  through  his  hps ; 
and  also  of  those  gifts  with  which  the  Almighty 
h^d  so  richly  endowed  him. 

Blessed  Leonard  was  born  on  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1676,  in  Port  Maurice,  at  that  time  a 
ducal  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Genoa,  and  in  the 
diocese  of  Albenga,  and  on  the  same  day  received 
the  sacrament  of  baptism,  with  names  of  Paul 
Jerome,  in  the  church  of  the  famous  college  of 
S.  Maurizio.  His  parents  were  Dominic  Casa- 
nuovo,  and  Anna  Maria  Berga,  honest  people,  pos- 
sessing ample  means  of  subsistence,  and  virtuous, 
living  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  especially  the 
father,  who,  in  order  to  preserve  his  chastity  from 
danger,  made  a  vow  when  he  first  commanded  a 
vessel,  never  to  admit  a  woman  amongst  his  pas- 
sengers. He  kept  this  vow  so  strictly,  that  on 
one  occasion,  being  obliged  for  some  reason  to 
take  one  on  board  at  Genoa,  he  immediately  left 
the  vessel  to  the  care  of  the  sailors,  and  returned 
by  land  to  his  native  place,  eighty  miles  distant 
from  Genoa,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  over  hills  and 
roads  almost  impassable.  On  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  the  mother  of  Blessed  Leonard,  which 
occurred  when  the  latter  was  only  two  years  old, 
he  formed  a  second  marriage  with  Maria  Riolfi, 
a  native  of  Artallo,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  a  daughter ;  the  eldest  of 
them,  after  having  studied  medicine  for  awhile, 
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determined  to  follow  the  example  of  Blessed 
Leonard,  at  that  time  a  monk  in  the  retreat  of 
S.  Buonaventura  in  Rome,  and  took  the  name  of 
Father  Antonio  in  the  same  convent,  where  he 
became  a  priest,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
having  led  a  most  exemplary  life.  The  second 
son  remained  in  the  world,  and  the  youngest 
assumed  the  hahit  of  the  Minori  Riformati  in 
Florence,  and  afterwards  that  of  San  Francesco 
del  Pake,  near  Prato,  of  which  his  blessed  brother 
was  afterwards  superior.  The  daughter  also  re- 
nounced the  world,  and  became  a  nun  of  the 
Dominican  order,  in  the  convent  of  S.  Catherine 
of  Sienna  in  Taggia,  where  she  took  the  name 
of  Sister  Mary  Magdalene.  These  were  the  five 
blessed  fruits  which  Almighty  God  vouchsafed  to 
grant  to  the  two  marriages  of  the  good  Dominic 
Casanuovo.  This  worthy  man,  who,  by  his  kind 
and  winning  manner,  made  every  one  in  his 
employ  obedient  to  the  will  of  God  and  lead 
Christian  lives,  passed  into  a  better  world  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1721,  with  the  praise  and  blessing 
of  all  good  Christians,  for  his  many  works  of 
mercy,  and  the  great  care  he1  had  taken  of  his 
children,  especially  Paul  Jerome,  in  whom  he 
had  discovered  an  early  promise  of  holiness  and 
virtue,  and  pleased  himself  with  the  conviction 
that  the  child  so  dear  to  him  was  created  for 
Paradise.  Much  delighted  was  Dominic  in  ob- 
serving the  dispositions  of  his  beloved  son,  so 
spiritual  and  full  of  devotion,  and  desired  to  edu- 
cate him  entirely  without  assistance ;  but  on  con- 
idering  how  frequently  his  profession  obliged 
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him  to  leave  home,  he  thought  it  better  to  con- 
sign him  to  the  care  of  John  Paul  Casanuovo,  Lis 
father,  and  the  grand-father  of  his  children,  a 
man  of  perfect  integrity,  devout  and  well  man- 
nered, who  instructed  him  in  everything  worth 
acquiring,  and  led  him  on  in  the  love  and  fear 
of  God.  From  his  earliest  years  Blessed  Leonard 
showed  no  inclination  for  the  amusements  and 
games  of  children;  the  only  thing  which  gave  him 
delight  was  that  of  raising  little  altars,  and  form- 
ing religious  processions,  to  which  he  invited  his 
companions;  then  they  said  prayers,  sang  hymns, 
and  often  preached  short  sermons,  to  the  great 
edification  of  all  present.  It  was  wonderful  to 
see  a  child  of  his  tender  years  every  morning  and 
evening  saying  the  Rosary  and  other  prayers  with 
the  greatest  devotion,  so  entirely  giving  himself 
to  God  and  his  blessed  Mother.  The  love  tod 
respect  he  bore  towards  his  step-mother  was  so 
great,  that  he  always  spoke  of  her  as  his  "  Mam- 
ma,' '  saying,  that  Almighty  God  having  taken  his 
own  mother  had  given  him  her  instead.  In  speak- 
ing  of  his  father  he  used  to  say,  that  if  he  had  not 
given  him  a  good  education  he  should  have  been 
worthless,  and  always  thanked  God  for  giving  him 
so  excellent  and  kind  a  parent.  He  was  beloved 
by  all  who  knew  him,  especially  his  father  and 
step-mother,  to  whom  he  endeared  himself  by  his 
perfect  obedience,  piety,  and  devotion.  From  his 
earliest  years  he  manifested  a  most  tender  devo- 
tion to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  which  increased 
wonderfully  as  he  grew  in  years.  He  raised  a 
little  altar  to  her  in  his  own  room,  and  besides 
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his  many  prayers  and  devotions  performed  at 
home,  he  would  often  walk  barefoot  to  the  church 
of  the  Madonna  dei  Piani,  two  miles  distant  from 
Port  Maurice.  Here  he  poured  forth  his  pious 
prayers ;  and  on  one  occasion  in  particular,  when 
Naples  had  suffered  from  an  earthquake,  he 
prayed  fervently  to  the  Mother  of  God,  that  by 
her  intercessions  the  country  might  not  be  again 
visited  by  so  severe  a  calamity.  In  company  of 
his  chosen  companions  he  also  visited  other 
churches,  where,  after  having  prayed  with  them, 
he  gave  them  instructions  in  his  simple  childish 
way  in  all  the  Christian  doctrines,  and  the  means 
of  avoiding  sin. 

One  day  on  returning  from  Oneglia  by  the  sea 
shore,  they  were  met  by  a  sailor,  who  stopped 
blessed  Leonard,  who  was  then  about  ten  years 
old,  and  his  companions,  and  beginning  with  ca- 
ressing and  giving  them  presents,  he  ended  by  en- 
deavouring to  lead  them  into  sin.  The  innocent 
children  were  astonished  and  frightened  at  this, 
and  finding  themselves  like  young  lambs  in  the 
fangs  of  a  wolf,  in  a  solitary  place,  with  no  human 
aid,  they  prayed  to  God  for  assistance,  and  took 
to  flight  as  fast  as  they  could,  the  most  certain 
means  of  escaping  similar  dangers.  The  first  to 
run  away  was  our  Blessed  Leonard,  who  was 
quickly  followed  by  the  rest.  The  wicked  man, 
seeing  himself  thus  foiled,  was  enraged,  and  pur- 
sued them  sword  in  hand,  but  he  did  not  sue 
ceed  in  overtaking  them,  and  they  arrived  safe 
at  Port  Maurice,  and  visited  the  nearest  church 
to  return  thanks  to  God  for  having  so  merci- 
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fully  delivered  them  from  the  danger  of  tempta- 
tion. He  was,  in  short,  from  his  very  childhood 
entirely  given  up  to  religious  duties,  and  was 
always  held  up  as  a  bright  example  to  his  com- 
panions ;  his  only  care  was  to  keep  from  sin,  and 
preserve  his  innocence.  The  first  years  of  his  life 
were  occupied  solely  in  religious  exercises,  but  he 
afterwards  applied  himself  at  the  public  school, 
where  he  was  placed  to  every  branch  of  learning 
suited  to  the  age  and  his  station  in  life,  with  so 
much  diligence  and  profit,  as  to  gain  the  praises 
and  good  opinion  of  all  the  masters.  Thus  his 
early  piety,  together  with  his  literary  acquirements, 
clearly  proved  to  all  interested  in  him,  that  he  was 
destined  in  after  years  for  great  things,  and  that 
in  time  he  would  attain  an  eminent  degree  of 
perfection.  It  became  generally  believed  and 
understood  that  Almighty  God  had  filled  the  soul 
of  His  servant  with  special  Divine  graces  from  his 
birth;  and  the  dutiful  obedience  and  attention  to 
his  studies  gained  him  the  esteem  and  love  of 
those  who  had  the  care  of  his  education,  and  all 
who  knew  him  in  Port  Maurice. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GOE8J  TO  ROME  ;  HIS  LIFE  AS  A 
SECULAR  IN  THAT  CITY. 

Blessed  Leonard  had  reached  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  when  the  fame  of  his  spotless  purity,  devo- 
tion, and  extraordinary  talents  became  known  to 
Agostino  Casanuovo,  his  paternal  tmcle,  who  -.was 
living  in  Rome,  in  easy  circumstances,  who  sent 
for  him,  in  order  to  have  him  instructed  in  Chris- 
tian knowledge,  and  the  general  literature,  which 
he  did  most  conscientiously  and  thoroughly,  giving 
him  a  master  well  qualified  for  the  task  of 
instructing  youth,  and  a  pious  confessor,  Father 
Grifonelli,  of  the  Chiesa-Nuova,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  he  increased  so  much  in  virtue  and  learning, 
as  to  entirely  gain  the  affections  of  his  uncle.  In 
fact,  he  could  not  help  observing  bow  very  superior 
he  was  to  his  two  sons,  in  good  manners,  love  of 
learning,  seriousness,  modesty,  humility,  and 
devotion,  and  for  this  reason  treated  him  with 
greater  affection.  Blessed  Leonard  well  repaid  his 
uncle's  love,  and  obeyed  him  in  all  things,  for  he 
soon  perceived  how  profitable  to  him  were  the 
counsels  of  this  good  man. 

After  remaining  three  years  at  a  private  school, 
Agostino  Casanuovo  thought  proper  to  send  him 
to  the  Roman  college,  where  he  would  have  for  a 
master  one  famed  for  virtue  and  learning,  Father 
Tolommei,  a  Jesuit,  who,  for  his  great  merits,  after- 
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wards  became  cardinal.  He  remained  for  some 
time  under  the  tuition  of  this  gifted  man,  and 
others  of  the  same  establishment,  who  reported  so 
favourably  of  him,  that  he  was  considered  compe- 
tent to  teach  in  the  Church.  He  was  about  the 
age  of  sixteen  when  he  was  sent  from  the  private 
school  of  Don  Francesco  Santoleri,  where  he  had 
learnt  grammar,  to  the  Roman  College,  where, 
for  two  years,  he  studied  humanity  and  rhetoric. 
From  thence  he  was  sent  to  the  Minerva,  to 
learn  elocution,  and  afterwards  returned  to  the 
Roman  College,  where  he  went  through  the  whole 
course  of  philosophy,  under  the  direction  of  Fa- 
ther Tolommei.  During  the  time  he  was  study- 
ing logic,  he  began  to  attend  the  oratory  of 
Father  Caravita,  into  which  he  was  afterwards 
admitted,  and  reckoned  amongst  the  twelve  mem- 
bers of  that  community,  who,  for  their  devotion 
and  zeal  in  the  salvation  of  souls,  give  instruc- 
tions in  the  church,  and  lead  those  who  on 
feast  days  had  been  in  the  habit  of  idling  in  the 
streets,  to  the  missions  and  sermons,  and  are 
called  the  twelve  Apostles.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  he  gave  himself  in  an  especial  manner  to  a 
devout  and  spiritual  life,  approaching  the  sacra- 
ments on  all  feast  days,  and  recommending  his  soul 
to  God  every  morning  and  evening,  as  if  he  were 
about  to  die.  He  was  very  modest,  humble,  devout, 
studious,  and  diligent,  and  was  never  heard  to  say 
or  to  do  anything  that  could  give  scandal ;  on  the 
contrary,  all  his  words  and  actions  were  admirable. 
In  conversing  with  his  companions,  it  was  always 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  or  study,  so  that  he 
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became  a  model  of  perfection,  and  a  bright  exam- 
ple to  all  in  the  college.  From  his  love  of  solitude 
and  retirement,  he  had  few  companions,  but  these 
were  worthy  of  him;  he  carefully  avoided  those 
who  were  leading  sinful  lives,  and  in  this  he  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  that  in  after  life  he  used  to  say, 
that  through  the  grace  of  God,  during  the  time  he 
passed  at  school  and  college,  he  always  found  his 
masters  and  companions  endowed  with  virtue  and 
holiness.  One  of  his  school  companions  was  Luigi 
Foggia,  afterwards  a  gilder  by  profession,  whom 
he  held  in  high  esteem.  He  used  to  say,  that  he 
possessed  a  friend  from  whose  lips  he  had  never 
heard  anything  but  heavenly  doctrine,  and  from 
whom  he  had  learned  that  great  maxim,  that  he 
who  would  keep  from  falling  into  sin  must  always 
remember  that  he  is  in  the  presence  of  God.  He 
related  of  this  same  friend,  that  he  one  day  asked 
him  to  go  and  hear  a  sermon,  and  conducted  him 
to  the  gallows,  on  which  a  criminal  who  had  just 
been  executed  was  still  hanging.  "  Behold  the 
preacher,"  said  be,  "  the  man  who  leads  a  sinful 
life  must  sooner  or  later  be  brought  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  God,  for  he  who  does  not  fear 
God  is  capable  of  committing  any  kind  of  iniquity ; 
this  fearful  spectacle  must  excite  compunction,  and 
give  us  a  greater  horror  of  sin." 

Pietro  Mire,  of  the  same  college,  who,  for  his 
good  qualities,  became  the  friend  of  blessed  Leo- 
nard, relates  of  him  amongst  many  written  testi- 
monials in  his  favour,  that  during  one  vacation, 
when  he  accompanied  him  to  his  uncle's  country 
house,  he  proposed  that  on  the  journey  they  should 
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say  the  Rosary,  and  so  commence  their  holiday 
with  devotion.  During  an  uninterrupted  friendly 
intercourse  of  five  years,  from  the  time  blessed 
Leonard  became  a  member  of  the  oratory  of  Father 
Caravita,  he  edified  all  his  companions  with  his 
perfect  humility,  going  to  them  for  instructions  in 
the  observance  of  the  rules  of  the  congregation, 
all  of  which  he  kept  to  the  letter,  at  the  time  when 
all  looked  on  him  as  their  example.  In  order  to 
exercise  himself  in  all  the  offices  of  that  congrega- 
tion, he  went  out  early  on  feast  days  into  the 
squares  and  public  places  in  Rome,  to  exhort  the 
people  to  attend  the  sermons,  or  retreats,  which 
at  that  time  the  Fathers  of  the  Society  of  Jesus 
were  giving  in  certain  churches.  He  was  only 
seventeen  when  he  was  received  into  this  com- 
munity, but  he  took  upon  himself  the  work  of 
an  Apostle  with  so  much  humility  and  discretion, 
as  well  as  zeal,  that  he  succeeded  wonderfully, 
leading  many  into  the  Church,  and  never  ceasing 
in  his  holy  work,  or  seeming  the  least  disturbed, 
however  he  might  be  ill-treated  by  the  idle  and 
vicious,  and  loaded  with  contempt  and  injuries. 
He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  great  devotion,  and 
the  many  religious  exercises  which  were  practised, 
and  by  him  in  particular,  in  the  oratory  of  Father 
Caravita,  but  he  joined  that  of  S.  Philip  Neri, 
where,  a3  I  have  already  mentioned,  he  had  for  his 
confessor,  Father  Grifonelli.  Besides  this,  intent 
on  practising  every  virtue,  and  the  studies  suitable 
to  his  years,  he  read  many  spiritual  books,  parti- 
cularly "  the  Devout  Life,"  by  S.  Francis  of  Sales, 
which  he  always  carried  with  him  wherever  he 
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vent,  haying  a  great  devotion  for  that  saint:  he 
constantly  frequented  the  sacraments,  and  found 
his  greatest  delight  in  visiting  churches  and  hear- 
ing sermons,  a  great  portion  of  which  he  remem- 
bered, and  afterwards  repeated  to  the  servants,  who 
esteemed  him  as  a  youth  of  stedfast  piety  and 
great  virtue.  Amongst  the  many  mortifications 
he  practised,  he  related  of  himself,  that  when  he 
was  a  scholar,  in  making  his  general  confession  to 
Father  Grifonelli  in  the  private  chapel  which  had 
once  belonged  to  S.  Philip  Neri,  Almighty  God 
vouchsafed  to  give  him  much  contrition,  which 
soon  changed  into  another  feeling,  an  increase  of 
the  love  of  mortification  and  penance  ;  he  added 
with  perfect  humility  that  the  fervour  of  contrition 
instantly  left  him.  He  preached  in  Rome  in  1749, 
and  in  exhorting  the  people  to  preserve  the  grace 
of  God,  he  advised  them.,  besides  other  means,  to 
join  some  confraternity,  assuring  them  that  he 
spoke  from  experience,  and  attributed  the  little 
good  he  had  in  him,  and  the  evil  he  had  avoided, 
to  the  society  and  prayers  of  the  young  men  of  the 
oratory  of  Father  Caravita,  and  that  of  S.  Philip. 

In  this  mode  of  life  he  became  so  inflamed 
with  divine  love,  and  the  desire  of  suffering,  and 
mortification  of  the  flesh,  that  when  he  returned 
to  his  uncle's  house,  he  could  speak  of  nothing 
but  spiritual  things,  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  or 
the  lectures  and  sermons  he  had  heard  in  the 
oratory  and  churches. 

At  his  meals  even  he  could  not  refrain  from 
speaking  of  spiritual  things  ;  sometimes  he  forgot 
to  eat,  and  his  uncle,  seeing  supper  over  before 
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he  had  eaten  a  morsel,  was  obliged  to  check  his 
ardent  spirit,  bj  telling  him  to  eat  his  supper, 
that  he  had  said  enough  to  induce  all  present 
to  imitate  the  saints  of  whom  he  had  been 
speaking.  However,  some  amongst  them  said 
within  themselves,  "That  young  man  will  one 
day  be  a  famous  preacher;"  others  discovered 
that  it  was  for  a  mortification  he  passed  supper- 
time  discoursing  in  this  way,  as  in  the  mean 
time  everything  on  the  table  would  become  quite 
cold,  and  not  so  pleasant  to  the  taste.  In  the 
same  way  he  most  studiously  concealed  other 
penances  which  he  imposed  on  himself  to  mortify 
the  flesh  and  subject  it  to  the  spirit,  but,  not- 
withstanding his  care,  many  in  the  house  were 
aware  that  in  the  night  he  left  his  bed,  and 
slept  on  the  bare  cold  pavement  of  his  room, 
resting  his  head  on  a  stone  which  he  concealed 
in  his  room,  in  which  he  kept  also  several  in- 
struments  of  penance,  a  discipline,  hair  shirts, 
&c,  of  which  it  was  evident  he  made  use.  Such, 
in  short,  was  his  mode  of  life.  His  uncle,  seeing 
him  given  up  to  severe  mortifications,  so  retired, 
always  shut  up  in  his  room,  began  to  fear  his 
health  would  be  injured,  and  wrote  to  his  father 
on  the  subject.  So  innocent,  exemplary,  and 
mortified  was  his  life,  that  he  edified  all  in  the 
house.  Most  wonderful  did  they  think  his  virtue 
and  the  inclination  he  manifested  for  the  apos- 
tolic ministry,  predicting  future  greatness,  and 
that  he  would  be  a  saint. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

BLESSED  LEONARD  MANIFESTS  A  VOCATION  TO  THE 
RELIGIOUS  LIFE.  THE  DIFFICULTIES  HE  HAD  TO 
ENCOUNTER  IN  CARRYING  IT  INTO  EFFECT. 

He  had  for  some  time  past,  as  I  have  already 
said,  felt  almost  certain  of  a  vocation  to  the 
religious  life,  without,  however,  having  deter- 
mined what  order  he  would  join,  but,  with  fer- 
vent prayer,  added  to  severe  penances,  in  order 
to  discover  the  will  of  God,  he  experienced  an 
increasing  desire  in  his  heart,  and  in  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  his  age  it  was  proved  most  deci- 
dedly. He  very  soon  communicated  the  fact  to 
his  confessor,  Father  Grifonelli,  who,  knowing 
so  well  the  holiness  and  virtue  of  his  penitent, 
made  up  his  mind  that  it  was  from  God ;  still, 
however,  he  determined  to  prove  it  in  various 
ways,  exercising  him  in  every  virtue,  to  which  he 
showed  the  most  perfect  obedience.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  sent  him  to  a  library  in  Rome  to  buy  a  book 
of  engravings  bound  together  with  the  fables  of 
Esop,  Bertoldo,  and  Bertolini.  Although  Blessed 
Leonard  saw  in  an  instant  the  impossibility  of 
finding  such  a  book,  and  the  contempt  and 
ridicule  he  should  bring  on  himself  by  asking 
for  it,  he  went  as  he  was  desired,  and  returned 
to  Chiesa  Nuova,  quite  joyful  for  having  patiently 
endured  the  scorn  and  derision,  saying  to  Father 
Grifonelli,  that  he  had  not  succeeded  in  finding 
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the  book  he  wanted,  but  that  he  was  willing  to 
return  and  make  a  more  diligent  search.  The 
only  reply  Father  Grifonelli  made,  was  to  tell 
him  he  must  be  very  foolish  indeed  not  to  have 
found  a  book  so  common  and  well  known,  to 
which  he  said  not  a  word  in  defence.  Whilst 
the  wise  and  cautious  director  in  this  way  made 
sure  of  the  vocation  of  blessed  Leonard,  he  con- 
tinued to  exhort  him  to  pray  for  a  clearer  mani- 
festation of  the  Divine  Will,  which  he  did,  and 
redoubled  his  penances  and  mortifications.  One 
day,  when  he  was  passing  by  the  Gesu,  his 
thoughts  occupied  with  the  order  he  was  to 
choose,  he  saw  two  monks  poorly  clad,  and  very 
humble  and  recollected  in  appearance ;  he  was 
struck  by  their  deportment,  and  as  he  himself 
afterwards  said,  in  speaking  of  his  vocation,  they 
seemed  to  him  like  two  angeU  from  heaven,  and 
he  was  instantly  seized  with  a  desire  to  join 
their  order,  but  not  knowing  to  which  order  they 
belonged  or  what  monastery  they  inhabited,  he 
followed  them  in  order  to  discover,  and  saw  them 
enter  the  convent  or  retreat  of  S.  Buonaventura, 
then  inhabited  by  the  Minori  Riformati  of  S. 
Francis.  He  entered  the  church  at  the  most 
favourable  time,  just  when  they  had  begun  Com- 
pline, and  these  words  were  entoned,  "  Converte 
nos  Deus  salutaris  noster,,,  and  he  felt  a  deep 
impression  made  in  his  heart ;  enlightened  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  he  determined  at  once  to  join  this 
order,  saying  within  himself,  "Haec  est  requies 
mea."  He  returned  to  Father  Grifonelli,  and 
after  having  related  what  had  occurred,  he  turned 
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to  him,  expecting  to  be  told  plainly  whether  it  was 
the  will  of  God  he  should  take  this  step.  The 
prudent  father,  who  had  never  given  a  decided 
answer  to  the  repeated  questions  regarding  his 
vocation,  remained  silent,  reflecting  on  what  he 
had  heard  a  little  while,  and  then  told  him  that 
he  had  a  true  vocation,  and  also  assured  him 
that  he  believed  it  to  be  the  will  of  God  he 
should  enter  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura, 
with  which  Father  Grifonelli  was  well  acquainted, 
and  of  which  he  knew  exactly  the  mode  of  life.  All 
these  particulars  have  been  mentioned  bj  those 
who  gave  their  evidence  in  the  process'of  beatifica- 
tion, and  were  made  known  by  blessed  Leonard, 
who  added,  that  Father  Grifonelli,  after  having 
assured  him  of  his  vocation,  in  order  to  give  him 
courage  and  time  for  preparation,  often  sent  him 
to  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  and  ordered 
him  to  lay  open  his  conscience  to  certain  learned 
and  pious  persons,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  error. 

He  placed  himself  under  the  most  entire  obe- 
dience to  three  religious,  who  at  that  time  were 
highly  esteemed  in  Rome,  Father  Baldigiani,  a 
Jesuit,  Father  Pio  di  S.  Columba,  superior  that 
year  of  the  retreat  of  S.  Buonaventura,  and  a 
Dominican  father  who  lived  in  S.  Sabina,  but 
whose  name  is  not  recorded.  To  them  he  made 
known  the  desire  of  his  heart,  and  having  the 
assurance  of  all  three  that  his  vocation  came 
from  God,  and  that  it  was  His  blessed  will  that 
he  should  become  a  Franciscan,  he  determined 
to  follow  it  in  spite  of  all  the  opposition  and 
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obstacles  he  knew  he  would  have  to  encounter. 
He  met  with  violent  opposition  from  his  uncle, 
who,  when  he  heard  of  it,  was  very  indignant, 
reproved  him  severely,  and  tried  to  prevent  him 
executing  his  design,  telling  him  that  his  father 
would  be  greatly  displeased,  for  he  had  sent 
him  to  Rome  to  study  physic,  and  destined  him 
for  that  profession;  he  placed  before  him  the 
severity  of  the  rule,  and  when  he  found  he  could 
not  succeed,  he  treated  him  with  harshness,  con- 
tempt,  and  disdain;  and  at  last,  finding  him  firm 
and  resolute,  he  turned  him  out  of  his  house, 
and  he  was  forced  to  seek  a  home  with  Leonardo 
Ponzetti,  another  relative,  whom  he  intreated  to 
intercede  for  him  with  his  uncle  to  obtain  that 
which  he  so  ardently  desired,  but  he  refused 
to  see  him  or  even  give  him  the  small  sum  of 
money  requisite  for  his  clothing  ;  he  was  obliged 
to  beg  it  of  his  other  relations  in  Rome.  Far 
different,  however,  did  his  good  father  Dominic 
Casanuovo  act.  On  reading  his  son's  letter,  in- 
timating his  intentions,  he  was  struck  to  the 
heart,  and  wept  bitterly,  and  thought  only  of 
the  separation  from  a  child  he  so  tenderly  loved, 
and  in  whom  his  highest  hopes  were  centred. 
Yet  with  the  letter  in  his  hand  he  went  into  the 
church,  and  prostrating  himself  before  the  altar, 
offered  him  as  a  sacrifice  to  God;  and  very  soon 
after  sent  his  reply  and  consent,  saying,  that  by 
doing  so  he  fulfilled  the  will  of  Him  whose  servant 
he  was.  His  father,  acting  in  this  heroic  manner, 
gave  him  great  satisfaction,  but  the  continued 
opposition  of  his  uncle  was  a  severe  trial  to  him  ; 
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lie  was  at  last  obliged  to  leave  his  house  and 
take  up  his  abode  in  that  of  Leonardo  Ponzetti, 
paternal  grandfather  of  Don  Giacinto  Ponzetti, 
the  private  chaplain  of  his  holiness  Pope  Pius 
VI.,  where  he  was  kindly  received.  He  intreated 
'his  host  to  assist  him  in  his  resolution  to  embrace 
the  religious  life,  which  he  did  so  well,  that  when 
at  last  he  attained  the  end  he  so  ardently  desired, 
lie  took  the  name  of  Leonardo,  as  a  memento 
of  the  services  rendered  him.  Another  obstacle 
was  raised  at  this  time ;  his  companions,  by  whom 
he  was  much  beloved,  represented  to  him  his 
delicate  constitution,  and  reminded  him  how  fre- 
quently during  his  life  as  a  secular,  when  well  fed 
and  clothed,  he  was  sick,  and  that  his  strength 
would  certainly  give  way  in  the  religious  life,  when 
he  would  be  obliged  to  conform  to  a  severe  rule. 
This  reasoning  caused  him  much  grief,  and  he 
began  to  fear  that  after  having  assumed  the 
habit,  he  would  be  forced  to  lay  it  aside  and 
be  dismissed  from  the  noviciate ;  however,  he 
said  one  day  to  his  friend  Pietro  Mire,  that  if 
it  was  decided  that  he  had  not  strength  for  the 
rule  of  the  order,  he  would  retire  into  the  country 
to  his  native  place,'  to  instruct  in  piety  and 
learning  the  children  of  the  poor.  They  also 
reminded  him,  that  if  he  joined  the  retreat  of 
S.  Buonaventura,  he  who  was  so  zealous  for  the 
salvation  of  souls  could  not  be  employed  in  s 
meritorious  a  work,  because  there  they  attended 
only  to  their  own  sanctification,  for  the  first  of 
the  order  who  ever  applied  himself  to  the  apostolic 
ministry  was  Blessed  Leonard. 
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In  the  midst  of  all  these  difficulties  and  objec- 
tions, he  turned  to  God  alone  in  the  firm  belief 
that  it  was  His  holy  will  that  he  should  embrace 
the  religious  life,  and  prayed  without  ceasing. 
To  inure  himself  to  the  rigorous  rule,  he  began 
to  practise  self-denial  in  everything,  fervently 
praying  for  strength  to  follow  out  his  pious  design. 
Almighty  God  vouchsafed  to  hear  him,  and  in- 
spired him  to  leave  off  his  penances  for  some  time. 
When  in  a  few  days  his  health  was  quite  estab- 
lished, and  he  felt  more  than  ever  thankful  and 
grateful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  Who  never  fails  to 
help  those  who  trust  in  Him.  Having  at  length 
overcome  every  obstacle,  he  went  to  the  retreat  of 
S.  Buonaventura,  and  presented  himself  to  the 
superior,  Father  Pio  di  S.  Columba,  an  excellent 
man,  who  afterwards  founded  the  retreat  in  Flor- 
ence and  died  there ;  he  threw  himself  at  his  feet, 
and  humbly  besought  him  to  admit  him  into  his 
order.  The  father  Guardian  did  not  for  a  moment 
hesitate  to  grant  his  request,  for  he  perceived  at 
once  his  heavenly  dispositions,  from  his  humble  and 
sensible  way  of  speaking,  his  sincerity  and  openness 
of  heart,  and  felt  sure  that  he  was  fitted  for  that 
sacred  place,  into  which,  in  the  next  reception  of 
novices,  he  promised  he  should  be  admitted,  pro- 
vided he  remained  stedfast  in  his  resolution,  and 
continued  in  prayer  to  God.  As  soon  as  he  had 
received  this  reply,  so  consoling  to  him,  he  went  to 
Chiesa-Nuovo,  to  inform  his  confessor  of  the  gra- 
cious manner  in  which  his  request  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  hope  given  him  of  being  received 
into  the  Franciscan  order.  Having  with  great  fer- 
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vour  sought  the  Divine  assistance  for  the  favoura- 
ble issue  of  this  his  most  ardent  desire,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1649,  the  time  fixed  by  the  Fathers  of  the 
Minori  Riformati  for  the  reception  of  novices,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  monastery  of  S.  Francesco  a 
Ripa,  as  one  of  the  elected  for  the  retreat  of  S. 
Buonaventura.  He  was  then  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age,  endowed  with  every  virtue  requi- 
site for  the  religious  life,  calm  and  cheerful,  and 
entirely  detached  from  the  world,  his  friends,  and 
relatives.  In  leaving  Rome  for  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  di  Ponticelli,  the  novitiate  for  the 
retreat,  the  only  thing  about  which  he  concerned 
himself  was  to  consign  to  the  care  of  his  best 
friend,  Pietro  Mire,  his  youngest  brother ;  he  gave 
bim  at  the  same  time  his  writings,  desiring  him 
to  give  them  to  his  brother  when  he  was  old 
enough  to  appreciate  them.  This  brother,  after 
having  studied  medicine  in  Rome  for  some  time, 
also  became  a  monk  in  the  retreat  of  S.  Buona- 
ventura, and  took  the  name  of  Father  Antonio. 

Blessed  Leonard  arrived  at  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  delle  grazie,  and  was  received  by 
the  father  guardian  with  affection  and  true  charity. 
When  he  had  ended  the  spiritual  exercises,  he 
was  clothed  on  the  2nd  of  October,  1697,  when 
he  changed  his  name  of  Paul  Jerome  for  that  of 
Leonard,  for  the  reason  mentioned  above. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  CONDUCT  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  DURING  HIS 
NOVITIATE  AND  STUDIES,  UNTIL  HE  BECAME  A  LEC- 
TURER ON  PHILOSOPHY. 

The  zealous  and  ardent  youth  being  admitted 
to  the  Franciscan  order,  in  the  convent  of  Santa 
Maria  delle  grazie  in  Ponticelli,  began  the  year 
of  his  novitiate  under  the  direction  of  Father 
Bernard  of  Calenzana,  a  man  famed  for  his  zeal 
and  austerity  for  six  months,  and  after  that  he 
was  subject  to  the  changes  which  usually  occur 
in  monasteries.  Father  Cristino  of  Oneglia  suc- 
ceeded Father  Bernard  as  his  director,  and  by 
these  two  excellent  men  was  Blessed  Leonard 
instructed  in  the  observance  of  the  rule,  and  all 
which  regarded  the  religious  life  and  his  spiritual 
well-being ;  he  was  also  tried  in  many  of  those 
mortifications  customary  in  the  retreat,  especially 
with  the  novices,  in  order  to  discover  if  they  have 
a  real  vocation,  However,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  those  who  were  his  masters  or  com- 
panions,  little  is  known  of  him  and  the  virtues 
he  practised,  excepting  that  he  began,  and  con- 
tinued his  novitiate  with  much  fervour,  and  was 
most  zealous  in  the  exact  observance  of  the  rule 
aud  constitutions  of  the  retreat,  and  by  his  mo- 
desty, good  behaviour,  and  the  practice  of  every 
virtue,  he  distinguished  himself  even  amongst  the 
most  fervent  of  his  companions,  and  became  the 
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admiration  and  example  of  all  the  commmnity 
many  of  whom  predicted  his  future  greatness  and 
sanctity.  He  himself,  after  he  had  been  many 
years  in  the  order,  in  speaking  of  his  noviciate, 
used  to  call  the  day  on  which  he  was  clothed  in 
the  religious  habit  the  day  of  his  conversion,  and 
the  year,  the  holy  year,  lamenting  with  great 
humility  that  he  had  lost  much  of  the  fervour  he 
then  possessed,  and  had  gone  back  instead  of 
advancing  in  the  way  of  virtue.  He  was  admitted 
into  the  order  on  the  2nd  of  October,  1698,  in 
the  convent  of  Santa  Maria  delle  grazie,  and  con- 
secrated  for  ever  to  God  with  the  three  vows. 

He  had  at  this  time  formed  a  rule  for  the  em- 
ployment of  his  time  in  the  study  of  religious  per- 
fection, spiritual  reading,  prayer,  and  attention 
to  all  which  his  state  required,  and  also  deter- 
mined to  keep  the  vows  he  had  made  to  the  very 
letter,  and  was  most  particular  in  the  exact  ful- 
filment of  them,  not  only  in  things  of  importance, 
hut  also  in  minor  matters.  When  he  had  finished 
his  novitiate  and  went  to  Rome  to  go  through  the 
ordinary  courses  of  philosophy  and  theology,  he 
was  most  diligent  and  attentive  in  keeping  the 
promises  he  had  made,  and  was  most  earnest  in  ex- 
horting his  friends  and  companions  to  be  faithful 
to  God  even  in  small  things,  and  exact  in  every 
ordinance  of  religion,  telling  them  that  they  should 
never  consider  anything  unimportant  which  is 
pleasing  or  displeasing  to  God ;  he  would  say,  "If 
now,  when  we  are  young,  we  make  light  of  small 
things,  when  we  shall  be  old  and  have  more  liberty, 
we  shall  fail  in  greater  and  weightier  matters  of 
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the  law."  He  often  spoke  in  this  way,  and  very 
wonderful  did  it  seem  to  the  community,  when 
they  beheld  this  youth  so  fervent  in  the  practice 
of  every  virtue,  and  leading  others  to  the  same 
degree  of  perfection.  At  the  time  of  recreation, 
when  they  were  walking  in  the  garden,  he  en- 
deavoured to  animate  every  one  present  with  the 
same  degree  of  fervour,  and  would  often  say  to 
his  companions,  "Let  us  hope  in  God,  and  with 
His  grace,  which  never  fails  to  assist  those  who 
ask  for  it  in  faith  and  humility,  we  may  not  only 
become  good  men,  but  even  may  be  saints." 

He  persuaded  his  companions  to  choose  every 
week  one  virtue  in  particular  to  practise,  and  gave 
them  advice  as  to  the  manner  of  performing  it. 
In  the  conferences  they  held  amongst  themselves, 
he  induced  those  who  had  fallen  into  sin  to  kneel 
before  one  of  his  companions,  and  beg  him,  in 
charity,  to  warn  him  of  his  failing,  and  promise, 
with  the  Divine  aid,  to  amend.  With  this  holy 
zeal  he  gained  much  for  himself  as  well  as  his 
friends,  and  by  degrees  converted  the  recreation 
into  a  school  of  perfection.  Very  often  he  spoke 
with  great  delight  of  the  desire  he  had  of  going 
amongst  the  heathen  to  convert  souls  to  Christ, 
to  shed  his  blood  and  sacrifice  his  life,  if  called 
on  to  do  so.  So  strong  in  him  was  this  desire 
that  he  was  constantly  fancying  himself  amongst 
a  barbarous  people,  what  he  would  say,  and  what 
means  he  would  use  to  induce  them  to  hear  the 
Gospel,  how  he  would  behave  if  he  were  taken 
and  imprisoned,  what  kind  of  martyrdom  he 
would  suffer,  and  what  prayers  and  acts  he  would 
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make  when  he  was  about  to  die  for  the  love  of  God. 
It  happened  about  this  time  that  Monsignor  di 
Tournon,  afterwards  a  cardinal  of  Holy  Church, 
was  preparing  to  go  on  a  mission  to  China,  and 
wished  to  take  with  him  some  zealous  and  fervent 
labourers  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  capable  of  suc- 
ceeding in  so  arduous  and  difficult  an  undertaking. 
Blessed  Leonard,  on  hearing  this,  determined  to 
offer  himself  for  the  great  work,  and  after  some 
deliberation  with  the  superior  and  cardinal,  it 
was  decided  that  he,  with  Father  Pietro  da  Vico- 
varo,  should  go  to  China.  This  determination, 
however,  was  not  carried  into  effect,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  difficulties  which  arose,  to  the 
great  regret  of  the  servant  of  God,  who,  in  speak- 
ing of  it,  used  to  say  that  he  was  not  worthy  to 
give  his  life  for  the  love  of  Jesus,  and  when  he 
heard  that  the  Christians  had  suffered  persecution 
iu  China,  he  would  raise  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
exclaim,  "I  ought  to  have  been  there,  and  should 
have  been  there,  but  for  my  sins,"  Thus  did  he 
see  extinguished  the  desire  he  had  so  long  che- 
rished, to  promulgate  and  even  die  for  the  true 
faith. 

Having  abandoned  the  hope  of  going  to  China, 
he  desired  to  go  on  the  mission  of  the  Vale  of 
Lucerne,  but  by  the  advice  of  Cardinal  Colleredo 
he  gave  it  up,  being  assured  that  it  was  not  the 
will  of  God  he  should  convert  heretics,  but  that 
he  was  destined  for  a  missioner  in  Italy.  We  shall 
presently  see  that  the  cardinal  was  inspired  to 
give  this  advice,  and  so  it  was  felt  by  Blessed 
Leonard,  who  never  again  desired  to  be  sent  to 
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distant  lands,  but  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  theology  in  the  retreat  of  S.  Buonaventura, 
and  was  afterwards  sent  to  give  missions  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Italy.  The  father  superior  of  the 
retreat  sent  a  request  to  Father  Pio  di  San 
Coliimba,  to  appoint  one  of  the  monks  preacher 
during  Lent  in  the  Conservatorio  of  S.  John 
Lateran,  in  which  three  hundred  girls  were  then 
assembled,  and  whose  confession  were  heard  by 
the  FF.  of  S.  Buonaventura.  Blessed  Leonard 
was  chosen  for  this  office,  although  he  was  then 
only  a  student  and  in  deacon's  orders,  for  in 
several  discourses  given  by  him  in  the  refectory 
he  had  displayed  much  talent  and  ability  in 
preaching. 

He  received  the  order,  bowed  his  head  in  obe- 
dience, disposed  himself  to  set  about  it,  and  in 
a  few  days  left  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura 
for  the  Conservatorio,  undertook  and  finished  the 
Lenten  duties  with  so  much  edification,  that  for 
a  long  time  after  they  never  ceased  speaking  of 
the  fruits  of  his  preaching.  The  spiritual  director 
of  the  girls  was  much  edified  and  pleased  in  hear- 
ing him,  and  seeing  the  compunction  caused  by 
the  efficacy  of  his  words,  and  the  truly  apostolic 
spirit  by  which  he  was  moved,  full  of  admiration 
and  wonder,  exclaimed :  "  This  young  man  will 
be  a  sounding  trumpet  of  the  Gospel,  and  lead 
many  into  the  way  of  salvation."  Soon  after 
this  he  was  ordained  priest  in  Rome,  and  from 
that  time  began  a  course  of  life  even  more  perfect 
than  his  former  one  ;  he  went  to  confession  every 
morning  before  he  said  mass,  and  frequently  con- 
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fessed  both  morning  and  evening,  in  order  to 
render  himself  more  pure  and  spotless  before  cele- 
brating the  holy  sacrifice,  which  he  always  per- 
formed in  the  most  perfect  manner  with  all  the 
ceremonies  appointed  by  the  Church.  To  the 
disciplines,  fasts,  and  other  mortifications  pre- 
scribed by  the  severe  rule  of  the  retreat,  he  added 
many  more,  and  besides  the  exact  fulfilment  of 
his  profession,  he  practised  many  virtuous  and 
meritorious  works,  which  excited  the  wonder  and 
admiration  of  the  whole  community,  who  never, 
on  any  occasion,  discovered  anything  in  his 
actions  or  words  which  did  not  tend  to  edifica- 
tion. Meanwhile  the  course  of  study  required 
was  ended,  but  he  still  continued  to  apply  him- 
self in  teaching  others ;  and  in  the  many  dis- 
courses he  held  on  the  subject  he  exhorted  all  to 
the  practice  of  virtue  and  spiritual  perfection ; 
and  often  advised  them  never  to  cease  from  ap- 
plication to  study,  for  without  it  the  knowledge 
of  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls 
could  not  be  acquired,  and  he  would  add,  "  that  in 
all  his  studies  the  glory  of  God  was  his  sole  aim 
and  end ;"  during  the  whole  course  of  his  life  he 
bad  always  united  the  study  of  holiness  with 
that  of  science. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  IS  APPOINTED  PROFESSOR  OP  PHI- 
LOSOPHY* IS  TAKEN  ILL  AND  SENT  TO  NAPLES,  AND 
PROM  THENCE  TO  PORT  MAURICE,  FOR  THE  RESTO- 
RATION OF  HIS  HEALTH. 

The  superiors  felt  so  sure  of  the  talent  and 
virtue  of  blessed  Leonard,  that  they  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  appointing  him  philosophical  lecturer 
in  the  retreat  of  S.  Buonaventura.  He  accepted 
the  office,  and  every  one  hoped  he  would  have 
great  success  in  teaching  in  the  schools ;  how- 
ever Almighty  God,  in  His  adorable  providence, 
disposed  it  otherwise ;  he  was  destined  to  give 
instructions  from  the  pulpit  instead  of  the  chair 
of  the  lecturer,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the 
year  he  was  obliged  to  resign  the  office.  His 
constitution  was  naturally  weak,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  his  intense  study  and  severe  penances, 
he  had  quite  lost  his  strength,  and  was  obliged 
to  go  to  the  infirmary,  where  every  means  was 
used  to  restore  his  health.  The  fathers  discovered 
to  their  great  sorrow  that  his  malady  was  rapidly 
increasing,  and  that  he  was  beginning  to  spit 
blood;  the  physicians  pronounced  him  to  be 
consumptive,  and  considered  his  case  hopeless; 
he  was  ordered  to  Naples,  where  he  remained 
some  months,  but  as  he  became  worse  there,  the 
father  guardian  wrote  to  desire  him  to  return  to 
Rome  which  order  he  immediately  obeyed.  From 
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thence  he  was  sent  to  Vallecorsa,  the  climate 
being  considered  most  salubrious,  and  with  the 
permission  of  the  superior  he  remained  there 
some  months,  without  however  deriving  any 
benefit.  But  for  all  this,  weak  and  ill  as  he 
was,  not  liking  to  be  entirely  unemployed,  he 
mi  to  go  on  feast  days  to  preach  in  the  oratory 
of  S.  Antonio ;  and  as  they  were  then  employed 
in  building  the  church  and  the  convent  for  the 
Minori  Riformati,  he  exhorted  the  people,  after 
the  sermon  was  ended,  to  assist  in  good  works 
by  carrying  stones,  and  to  encourage  them,  he 
loaded  himself  with  the  first  stones  and  led  the 
way,  when  all  followed  him  in  procession  with 
the  utmost  eagerness.  Finding  the  air  of  Rome 
did  him  no  good,  he  was  advised  to  return  to 
the  Infirmary  of  the  retreat,  but  here  he  became 
worse,  notwithstanding  the  care  and  remedies 
used.  The  doctors,  not  knowing  what  further 
means  to  use,  suggested  that  he  should  try  the 
effect  of  his  native  air ;  consequently,  the  father 
guardian  obtained  permission  for  him  to  go  to 
Port  Maurice.  He  accordingly  left  Rome  in  the 
year  1704,  and  on  arriving  at  his  native  place 
he  was  received  into  the  monastery  of  the  Annun- 
xiata  of  the  Minori  Osservanti,  where  he  was  most 
carefully  attended  to.  Having  availed  himself  of 
every  earthly  assistance,  he  turned  with  trust 
and  confidence  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  beseech- 
ing  her  to  intercede  with  her  Divine  Son  that 
his  health  might  be  restored,  and  promised  if 
5he  obtained  this  blessing,  that  he  would  hence- 
forth give  himself  up  entirely,  with  the  help  of 
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God,  to  the  mission  for  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
His  prayer  was  granted,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
he  recovered  entirely  from  that  disorder  from 
which  he  had  suffered  for  five  years,  and  was 
quite  able  to  undertake  the  laborious  duties  of 
which  we  shall  speak  in  the  course  of  the  present 
history.  As  he  had  not  received  permission  from 
the  superior  to  begin  a  regular  course  of  sermons, 
he  preached  in  the  meantime  several  discourses  in 
praise  of  some  of  the  Saints,  when  he  gave  a 
proof  of  his  eloquence,  although  some  time  after, 
in  speaking  of  it,  he  said  he  had  injured  his 
health  and  done  no  good.  He  gave  at  this  time 
some  meditations  on  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  to 
which  he  had  a  great  devotion ;  and  in  order 
to  excite  it  in  the  people,  he  introduced  the 
pious  exercise  of  the  "  Way  of  the  Cross,"  which 
he  practised  as  long  as  he  lived,  shewing  great 
devotion  to  it,  and  representing  the  infinite  trea- 
sure of  indulgences  which  those  who  joined  in 
the  devotion  would  gain.  When  be  went  to 
live  in  the  convent  of  the  Minori  Osservanti, 
he  placed  the  stations  in  fourteen  chapels  which 
were  built  in  the  square  by  the  benefactors  of 
the  convent,  and  under  the  pictures  painted  by 
himself,  he  wrote  with  his  own  hand  verses 
on  the  different  stages  of  the  Passion,  and  also 
suitable  meditations.  When  the  chapels  were 
quite  finished,  he  devoted  himself  to  this  holy 
exercise,  which  he  celebrated  processionally  with 
a  priest,  in  a  cope,  and  ended  with  benediction 
of  the  blessed  Sacrament,  and  a  most  fervent 
discourse  ;  he  also  placed  the  stations  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  convent. 
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In  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age  blessed  Leonard 
was  approved  of  by  Monsignor  Giorgio  Spinola, 
bishop  of  Albenga,  to  hear  confessions,  and  as 
he  was  so  well  aware  of  his  zeal  for  the  salvation 
of  souls,  he  gave  him  full  faculties  for  this  im- 
portant duty  throughout  his  diocese,  consequently 
he  began  to  attend  in  the  confessionals  and  preach 
with  so  much  fervour  that  the  fruits  were  most 
abundant.  In  1708  he  began  his  first  mission 
in  Artallo,  a  town  two  miles  distant  from  Port 
Maurice;  he  went  there  every  morning  and  re- 
turned in  the  evening  when  the  mission  was 
ended ;  the  fatigue  was  very  great,  for  as  he  bad 
no  one  to  assist  him  in  preaching,  giving  instruc 
tions,  and  hearing  confession,  he  took  upon  him- 
self alone  the  laborious  office  of  missionary.  Al- 
though it  was  winter,  he  walked  there  and  back 
barefoot;  but  he  was  amply  repaid  for  the  fatigue, 
for  the  mission  for  which  he  had  prepared  with  so 
many  prayers  ended  so  happily,  that  he  gained 
courage  and  strength  to  continue  his  apostolic 
ministry  to  the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  he  was 
sent  to  give  another  in  the  church  of  the 
"  Madonna  dei  Piani,"  which  was  also  most  suc- 
cessful. 

One  evening  when  he  was  returning  as  usual 
to  the  convent,  he  perceived  a  man  following 
him,  who  seemed  in  great  distress;  the  servant 
of  God  stopped  and  began  to  speak  to  him,  and 
inquired  what  had  happened,  for  he  was  ready 
to  give  hira  assistance.  The  poor  man  fell  on 
knees,  and  replied,  weeping,  "  Father,  you  see  at 
your  feet  the  greatest  sinner  on  earth !"  Blessed 
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Leonard  was  touched  by  this  reply,  and  said, 
"  And  you,  my  son,  have  found  one  who  will  be 
to  you  a  loving  father."  He  then  encouraged 
him  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  conducting  him 
to  the  convent,  and  having  heard  his  confession, 
gent  him  home  quite  joyful,  released  of  a  heavy 
load  of  sins,  which  for  some  time  past  had  bur- 
thened  his  conscience.  He  was  invited  to  preach 
at  Caramagna,  on  the  feast  of  S.  Bartholomew. 
On  his  way  there,  being  informed  of  the  manner 
in  which  that  day  was  spent,  in  dancing  and 
other  amusements,  he  strongly  deprecated  and 
preached  against  such  abuses  and  disorder,  telling 
them  that  it  was  at  balls  the  devil  always  gained 
so  many  souls ;  notwithstanding  this,  a  great  many 
who  had  heard  him,  the  moment  they  came  oat 
of  the  church  went  as  usual  to  the  dance.  Seeing 
this,  he  took  a  crucifix  in  his  hand,  and  accom- 
panied by  two  men  with  lighted  torches,  repaired 
to  the  place  of  meeting.  At  his  appearance 
the  musicians  and  all  assembled  were  beginning 
to  take  flight,  but  he  exhorted  them  to  stay,  when 
he  preached  with  so  much  fervour  and  zeal  that 
they  burst  into  tears,  and  the  scene  of  festivity 
and  amusement  was  very  soon  converted  into  one 
of  lamentations  and  penance.  It  happened  that 
whilst  he  was  preaching  an  arm  of  the  crucifix 
detached  itself  from  the  cross.  As  soon  as  the 
people  perceived  it,  they  uttered  a  loud  cry,  call- 
ing on  God  for  mercy;  he  availed  himself  of 
this  circumstance  to  inveigh  more  strongly  against 
the  sin  of  abusing  and  profaning  the  feasts  of 
the  saints,  and  added,  that  perhaps  it  was  the 
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will  of  God  to  give  them  this  sign,  and  that  He 
would  visit  them  in  His  anger  if  thej  did  not 
promise  never  more  to  desecrate  the  holy  days. 
The  people  were  struck  with  terror,  and  promised 
to  keep  the  feasts  of  the  church  with  due  rev- 
erence for  the  future.  The  good  missionary,  see- 
ing the  Lord  so  blessed  his  labours,  took  courage 
in  fulfilling  the  promise  made  to  Him,  to  promote, 
by  his  preaching  and  instructions,  the  spiritual 
good  of  his  fellow  men. 

Not  content  with  this  but  bearing  in  mind 
the  strictness  of  the  life  in  the  Retreat,  he  deter- 
mined ever  to  correspond  fully  to  his  vocation, 
considering  the  circumstance  of  Father  Tommaso 
being  elected  minister  of  the  Minori  Osservanti, 
of  the  province  of  Genoa,  a  man  well  known  for 
his  talent  and  virtues,  then  professor  of  the- 
ology there,  and  who  had  also  been  so  in  the 
convent  of  S.  Buonaventura  when  the  Blessed 
Leonard  was  there,  he,  after  much  deliberation, 
decided  that  Almighty  God  had  in  His  just 
designs  opened  a  way  for  him  to  institute  in 
this  province  a  retreat  for  those  who  desired  to 
lead  a  more  retired  and  devout  life.  He  men- 
tioned this  to  the  new  provincial,  who  willingly 
gave  it  his  approval,  and  offered  him  any  convent 
he  thought  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Blessed 
Leonard  was  rejoiced  at  having  succeeded  in  his 
project,  and  having  found  some  zealous  religious 
to  join  him,  he  chose  the  convent  of  S.  Bernadino, 
which  being  a  mile  distant  from  the  town  of 
Albenga,  seemed  most  suitable  for  the  solitary 
life  they  were  to  lead. 
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Ho  retired  to  his  convent  in  the  year  1708, 
in  company  with  several  others  animated  with  the 
same  spirit,  and  led  so  exemplary  a  life,  that 
the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  were  greatly 
edified  by  their  holy  life,  and  the  great  benefit 
gained  by  the  preaching  of  the  divine  law,  and 
the  assistance  given  in  the  confessionals.  The 
bishop  was  much  consoled,  and  rejoiced  to  see 
the  happy  change  in  his  flock,  in  consequence 
of  the  unceasing  labours  of  these  good  men,  and 
looked  upon  the  convent  of  Albenga  as  the  sanc- 
tury  and  jewel  of  his  diocese,  and  called  our 
Blessed  Leonard  to  preach  on  every  occasion,  and 
give  spiritual  exercises,  and  assist  him  in  every 
work  of  mercy. 

During  the  summer  of  this  year  the  weather 
became  very  hot,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
low  unhealthy  situation  of  the  convent,  and  the 
mortified  life  they  led,  they  all  fell  sick,  with 
the  exception  of  blessed  Leonard  and  two  clerics, 
who  were  obliged  to  over-exert  themselves  in 
reciting  the  divine  office,  in  the  choir,  hear- 
ing confessions,  and  visiting  the  sick  night  and 
day.  The  heat  having  abated,  health  was  re- 
stored  amongst  tbem,  and  they  resumed  their 
former  rigorous  way  of  living  during  Advent, 
their  only  food  being  herbs  and  chesnuts.  But 
this  restoration  to  health  was  only  of  short 
duration,  they  were  all  taken  ill  again,  and  as 
they  could  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  malaria,  they  requested  the  father  provincial 
to  give  them  a  monastery  in  a  more  healthy 
situation.    The  change  was  willingly  agreed  to, 
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and  the  convent  of  Port  Maurice  was  fixed  on, 
where  Blessed  Leonard  had  lived  for  four  or  five 
years,  and  had  laboured  so  much  for  the  good 
of  souls.  However,  this  project  was  not  carried 
into  effect,  for  the  devil  having  begun  to  experi- 
ence the  loss  which  the  earnest  labours  of  Blessed 
Leonard  had  caused  him ;  and  foreseeing  still 
greater  losses  if  they  were  firmly  established, 
instigated  the  people,  and  even  some  of  the  higher 
class,  to  rise  up  and  prevent  the  foundation  of 
the  retreat.  The  revolt  of  these  disobedient  peo- 
ple got  to  such  a  height,  that  on  the  first  of 
January,  1709,  two  of  the  religious  sent  by  Blessed 
Leonard  from  Albenga  to  Port  Maurice  to  take 
possession  of  the  convent,  were  driven  away  with 
violence,  and  even  he  himself  met  with  the  same 
treatment  some  days  after,  when  he  went  there. 
He,  however,  adoring  the  inscrutable  designs  of 
Providence,  without  being  disheartened,  or  losing 
courage,  went  on  with  his  ministrations  in  the 
diocese  of  Albenga  until  the  following  May,  giv- 
ing, by  order  of  the  bishop,  missions  in  Ortovero, 
Rezzo,  and  other  places,  where  the  memory  of 
Blessed  Leonard  is  still  held  in  reverence  and 
affection.  It  was  he  who  induced  the  people 
to  walk  barefoot  to  the  church  of  the  Madonna, 
a  mile  distant  from  the  town  ;  which  devotion  was 
kept  up  for  many  years.  The  bishop  was  most 
unwilling  that  he  should  leave  his  diocese,  and 
appointed  him  to  preach  in  three  different  places 
during  the  autumn,  but  his  superior  obb'ged  him 
to  go  elsewhere,  as  we  shall  see. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GOES  FROM  PORT  MAURICE  TO 
FLORENCE,  WHERE,  AFTER  HAVING  EMPLOYED  HIM- 
SELF IN  MANY  GOOD  WORKS,  HE  IS  APPOINTED  TO 
GIVE  RETREATS  IN  DIFFERENT  PLACES  IN  TUSCANY. 

The  Grand  Duke,  Cosmo  III.,  having  heard  of 
the  holy  lives  led  by  the  monks  of  S.  Buona- 
ventura,  and  the  great  good  they  did  amongst 
the  people,  obtained  permission  from  his  holiness, 
Clement  XL,  that  a  retreat  should  be  instituted 
in  Florence  on  the  same  plan,  and  offered  for  that 
purpose  the  convent  of  S.  Francesco  al  Monte, 
of  the  Minori  Osservanti.  Accordingly,  the  su- 
perior of  that  in  Rome  sent  four  of  the  priests 
whom  he  considered  most  capable  of  undertaking 
the  office,  and  one  of  these  was  Blessed  Leonard, 
whose  fame  for  wisdom  and  zeal  was  known 
everywhere.  They  received  faculties  from  the 
minister-general  on  the  8th  of  September,  1709, 
and  departed  for  Tuscany,  where  Almighty  God, 
in  establishing  that  retreat,  had  prepared  a  vast 
harvest  for  them  to  gather,  and  where  abundant 
fruits  of  penance  would  be  brought  forth  by 
the  multitude.  But  as  every  good  work  gene- 
rally meets  with  opposition  and  obstacles,  so  it 
happened  in  founding  the  new  retreat ;  notwith- 
standing the  monks  who  were  sent  to  establish  it 
were  most  affectionately  received  by  the  prince 
who  had  invited  them,  they  were,  for  various 
earthly  reasons,  regarded  with  suspicion  by  the 
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nobility,  and  even  some  of  those  about  the  court. 
Besides  the  jesting  and  ridicule  to  which  they 
were  constantly  exposed,  when  they  went  to  col- 
lect alms,  the  door  was  shut  in  their  faces,  and 
they  were  so  grossly  insulted,  that  it  required  all 
their  patience  and  meekness  to  bear  with  it.  Their 
enemies  were  so  much  displeased  to  find  that  the 
grand  duke  continued  to  love  and  protect  the 
new  religious,  that,  in  order  to  lessen  his  love  for 
them,  and  to  make  him  cease  to  afford  them  pro- 
tection, they  spread  a  report  through  the  town 
that  they  intended  to  destroy  the  stations  of 
the  "  Way  of  the  Gross,"  which  for  a  long  time 
had  hung  in  the  way  which  leads  from  Florence 
to  the  convent  of  San  Francesco,  and  which  were 
much  visited  by  the  Florentines,  especially  during 
Lent.  The  report  having  reached  the  ears  of 
the  Grand  Duke,  he  went  in  person  to  the  con- 
vent, and  related  what  he  had  heard,  when  he 
not  only  satisfied  himself  it  was  false,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  found  that  the  good  monks  had 
established  the  pious  exercise  of  the  Via  Crucis 
with  even  greater  solemnity,  in  procession,  con- 
cluding the  devotion  with  a  sermon,  the  preach- 
ing of  which  Blessed  Leonard  had  undertaken. 
The  Grand  Duke  was  quite  satisfied,  and  desired 
they  would  endeavour  to  excite  the  people  to  still 
greater  fervour  in  this  devotion,  which  they 
readily  promised;  however,  they  told  him  that 
it  was  necessary  he  should  co-operate  with  them 
in  making  this  devotion  more  profitable,  by 
abolishing  many  abuses  and  disorders  which  had 
been  permitted  for  some  time,  particularly  on 
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the  Fridays  in  March,  when  the  people  were 
assembled  in  greater  numbers.  The  good  prince 
promised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  them, 
and  having  heard  that  on  those  days  booths  were 
opened,  where  eating  and  drinking  was  carried 
on  to  excess,  breaking  the  Lenten  feast,  and 
sinning  against  temperance,  he  issued  an  edict,  in 
which  were  prohibited  all  assemblies,  and  selling 
wine  or  food,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  on  the  days 
appointed  for  the  devotion  of  the  Via  Crucis. 
The  same  edict  prohibited  women  of  ill  fame 
to  show  themselves  in  that  part  of  the  town 
leading  to  the  convent  of  S.  Francesco,  for  they 
were  as  snares  of  the  devil,  and  caused  great 
scandal  to  those  who  came  to  assist  at  the 
devotion.  Blessed  Leonard  continued  to  preach 
in  several  of  the  churches  in  Florence,  and  in 
the  diocese  of  Fiesole,  in  so  perfectly  apostolic  a 
manner,  that  the  Grand  Duke  had  reason  to 
rejoice  in  the  reformation  of  his  people,  and 
often  came  to  visit  him,  and  consulted  him  about 
his  private  affairs,  and  also  those  of  the  state. 

Monsignor  Panciatici,  bishop  of  Fiesole,  held 
Blessed  Leonard  in  such  high  esteem,  that  on 
the  days  set  apart  for  the  devotion  of  the  "  Way 
of  the  Cross,"  he  went  attended  by  many  others 
to  the  convent  of  S.  Francesco  al  Monte  bare- 
foot, carrying  a  cross  on  his  shoulders,  to  the 
great  edification  of  all  present,  and  on  the  Fridays 
in  March  he  remained  to  converse  with  the  ser- 
vant of  God,  and  partook  of  their  simple  fare, 
bread  and  water  in  the  refectory. 

One  day  when  Father  Segneri,  the  younger, 
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was  giving  the  retreat  in  the  piazza  of  Sauta 
Croce,  in  Florence,  he  beheld  Blessed  Leonard 
amongst  the  crowd,  when  he  said  that  he  need 
not  come  to  hear  others,  for  he  was  capable  to 
teach  any  person  how  to  give  missions. 

The  bishop  employed  him  in  preaching  and 
giving  spiritual  exercises  in  the  monasteries ; 
many  of  which  he  reformed,  and  also  in  giving 
instructions  to  the  converts  in  the  Conservatorio 
di  Porta  a  Pinti,  and  in  other  places  and  churches 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  The  Grand 
*Duke  rejoiced  in  having  introduced  into  his  state 
labourers  so  zealous  and  useful.  Besides  the 
convent  of  S.  Francesco  al  Monte,  he  gave  them 
in  1712  that  of  S.  Francesco  del  Palco,  which 
belonged  to  the  Minori  Osservanti,  about  a  mile 
distant  from  Prato.  The  monks  went  in  August 
to  take  possession  of  it,  and  soon  converted  it 
into  a  retreat ;  but  they  met  with  so  much  op- 
position from  the  inhabitants  of  Prato,  that  the 
Grand  Duke  thought  it  might  have  a  good  effect, 
and  remove  their  prejudices,  if  Blessed  Leonard 
gave  a  mission  there,  which  he  did  the  following 
year. 

In  the  year  1710,  Blessed  Leonard  preached 
his  first  sermon  in  Tuscany,  in  the  convent  of 
S.  Francesco  al  Monte,  with  so  much  fervour  that 
his  fame  was  spread  through  Florence,  so  that 
in  a  very  short  time  the  multitude  who  flocked 
to  hear  him  so  increased,  that  the  church,  which 
was  very  spacious,  could  not  contain  half  of 
them.  The  Grand  Duke  seeing  this,  and  the 
wonderful  fruits  of  his  labours,  ordered  him  to 
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give  two  retreats  of  eight  days,  one  in  the  m 

church  of  S.  Lorenzo,  and  the  other  in  that  of  & 

S.  Felicita,  at  which  he,  with  his  family  and  33 

court,  assisted.  || 

The  good  prince,  seeing  the  great  advantage  i 

and  eternal  welfare  of  souls  gained  by  the  zeal  21 

of  Blessed  Leonard,  entreated  him  to  give  mis-  zt 

sions  throughout  the  grand  duchy,  and  offered  ^ 

every  assistance,  even  to  support  the  whole  con-  % 

gregation.    He  thanked  him  for  his  liberal  offer,  ;r 

but  added,  that  although  he  willingly  undertook  ^ 

the  mission,  he  could  not  accept  the  assistance*  in) 

offered  for  his  maintenance,  for  he  had  a  Patron  t\ 

richer  and  higher  than  his  highness,  who  had  ^ 

provided  for  him  during  his  life,  and  upon  whom  ^ 

.alone  he  depended  for  the  future.    The  Grand  ^ 

Duke  inquired  who  this  Patron  was ;  he  replied,  ^ 

it  was  God,  on  whose  Providence  he  relied,  and  St 

that  he  wished  to  live  by  asking  alms,  feeling  ^ 

sure  that  the  same  merciful  power  would  provide  [ 

for  him  as  long  as  he  was  labouring  for  Hi3  a 
greater  glory.    The  good  prince  was  silent,  and 

greatly  edified  when  Ije  found  that  this  resolution  ^ 

of  living  by  alms  was  made  after  many  fervent  & 

prayers,  established  as  a  rule,  and  strictly  ob-  j 

served  during  the  missions  by  Blessed  Leonard  a 

and  his  fellow-labourers  as  long  as  they  lived.  , 

From  this  time  he  began  an  open  war  against  j 
the  powers  of  hell,  and  gave  his  first  mission  in 

Tuscany,  at  Pitigliano,  in  the  diocese  of  Sorano,  1 
the  native  place  of  the  holy  pontiff  Gregory  VIL, 
with  so  much  benefit  to  souls,  that  the  person 
whom  the  Grand  Duke  sent  to  supply  what  was 
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necessary  for  the  mission,  wrote  thus  to  his 
brother  in  Florence :  "  I  cannot  do  less  than 
inform  you  how  much  we  have  benefitted  in  Pitig- 
liano  by  the  teaching  of  a  most  holy  servant  ot 
God,  who  having  ended  the  mission,  has  now 
gone  to  Sorano,  to  reform  that  place.  I  speak  of 
Father  Leonard,  who,  with  his  sweet  persuasive 
manner  wins  even  the  most  hardened  and  stub- 
born. I  was  commissioned  by  the  Grand  Duke 
to  supply  him  with  all  things  necessary,  but  it 
is  little  they  require  ;  we  had  prepared  for  them 
a  room  containing  five  dormitories,  with  beds 
and  mattresses,  and  everything  to  make  them 
comfortable;  but  as  soon  as  they  arrived,  all 
were  removed,  and  bare  boards  were  placed  for 
them  to  sleep  on.  I  really  believe  they  are  kept 
alive  miraculously,  for  it  is  not  possible  for  them 
to  exist,  undergoing  so  many  penances  and  such 
fatigues,  without  the  especial  assistance  of  God.v 

In  1713  the  murrain  caused  a  great  mortality 
amongst  the  cattle  in  the  neighbouring  provinces 
of  the  grand  duchy,  and  it  was  feared  the  con- 
tinued drought  would  cause  a  famine  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  this,  the  Grand  Duke  requested 
Blessed  Leonard  to  give  a  triduo  in  the  me- 
tropolitan church  of  Florence,  which  was  very 
well  attended  by  the  people,  and  during  the  three 
days  the  confessionals  were  crowded. 

The  plague  was  stayed,  and  the  Grand  Duke, 
grateful  for  the  intercessions  of  Holy  Mary,  to 
whom  many  prayers  had  been  offered,  entreated 
Blessed  Leonard,  by  way  of  a  thank-offering,  to 
give  another  solemn  triduo  in  the  parish  church 
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of  Impruneta,  five  miles  distant  from  Florence, 
where  there  was  a  very  ancient  miraculous  pic- 
ture of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  which  was  always 
exposed  on  the  feast  of  the  Nativity,  and  on 
the  Octave  day  carried  in  procession  to  the 
neighbouring  mount  of  Santa  Maria.  The  Grand 
Duke  exhorted  all  his  people  to  attend  the  sacred 
function,  and  the  church  was  crowded  to  excess. 
The  procession  having  reached  the  mount  Blessed 
Leonard  gave  a  most  fervent  discourse,  which 
was  heard  distinctly  even  by  those  who,  owing 
to  the  greatness  of  the  crowd,  were  a  mile 
distant.  After  the  sermon,  benediction  was 
given,  and  the  guns  which  were  placed  on  every 
eminence  were  fired,  so  that  every  one  through- 
out Tuscany  should  know  the  time,  and  prostrate 
themselves  on  the  ground  to  receive  it,  wherever 
they  might  be.  Many  were  the  tears  shed,  and 
great  the  compunction  of  the  people.  The  cere- 
monies ended  by  carrying  the  holy  picture  back 
to  the  church  of  Impruneta. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GIVES  MISSIONS  IN  DIFFERENT 
PLACES  IN  TUSCANY,  AND  IS  CHOSEN  GUARDIAN  OF 
THE  MONASTERY  OF  S.  FRANCIS. 

The  Grand  Duke,  in  order  to  soften  the  citizens 
of  Prato,  who  were  so  irritated  against  the  monks 
of  S.  Francis,  requested  Blessed  Leonard  to  give 
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them  a  retreat,  feeling  sure  that  his  eloquent 
preaching  and  example  would  gain  their  hearts, 
and,  in  May  1713,  he  began  his  labours  in  the 
town  of  Prato,  after  Vespers  on  Sunday  the  21st ; 
he  was  received  by  all  the  clergy,  and  by  Mon- 
signor  Cortigiani,  the  vicar-general,  of  the  bishop 
of  Pistoja  and  Prato.  The  vicar  presented  the 
crucifix  to  Blessed  Leonard,  and  gave  a  short 
discourse  from  the  Epistle  appointed  for  the 
day,  on  the  words,  "  Dearly  beloved,  be  ye  doers 
of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your 
own  selves."  The  zealous  missionary  replied,  de- 
claring that  he  only  intended  to  preach  Jesus 
Christ  and  Him  crucified,  and  they  went  in  proces- 
sion to  the  church.  The  first  sermon  caused  so 
great  a  commotion  amongst  the  people,  who  ut- 
tered loud  cries,  calling  on  God  for  mercy,  that 
the  holy  man  could  scarcely  finish  the  service, 
it  was  so  often  interrupted  by  the  groans  and 
tears  of  the  congregation.  Almighty  God  blessed 
ahuadantly  these  holy  exercises  ;  they  produced 
much  fruit,  and  the  town  was  soon  converted 
into  a  garden  of  virtue,  and  those  who  were  at 
first  opposed  to  the  retreat,  became  most  zealous 
supporters  of  it,  regarding  the  new  monks  as  men 
sent  from  God  to  lead  them  into  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. The  fame  of  the  good  missionary  was 
spread  throughout  Tuscany,  and  many  bishops 
desired  his  valuable  services  in  their  dioceses; 
he  accepted  all  their  invitations,  having  nothing 
at  heart  but  the  greater  glory  of  God  and  the 
spiritual  good  of  his  fellow  men.  He  went  through 
the  dioceses  of  Massa,  Arezzo,  and  Volterra, 
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converting  many  souls  to  God;  and  all  beheld 
with  wonder,  not  only  the  zeal  and  energy  with 
which  he  spoke,  but  his  austere  and  exemplary 
way  of  living.  The  most  hardened  were  moved 
by  his  preaching,  and,  animated  by  the  example 
of  his  holy  life,  received  grace  to  repent  and  be 
converted.  It  was  not  only  the  learned  mission- 
ary they  admired,  but  the  holy  and  perfect  monk, 
who  observed  during  the  time  of  the  retreat  so 
rigorous  a  mode  of  life,  joined  to  the  practice 
of  every  virtue.  In  1714  he  went  to  preach 
in  the  dioceses  of  Pescja,  of  Chiusi,  Colle,  S. 
Miniato,  and  Pistoia,  the  result  of  which  is  re- 
lated in  a  letter  from  the  bishop  of  S.  Miniato 
to  the  father  guardian  of  S.  Francesco  al  Monte, 
dated  September,  1714,  and  also  in  one  from  the 
parish  priest  of  S.  Bocco,  about  a  mile  distant 
from  Pistoja,  addressed  to  the  same  father  in 
June,  1715.  The  bishop  in  thanking  the  superior, 
for  having  sent,  for  the  good  of  his  flock,  so 
zealous  and  vigilant  a  shepherd,  expresses  himself 
thus:  "Father  Leonard  will  return  to  his  holy 
retreat  with  every  blessing  and  reward,  for  he 
has  laboured  indefatigably  fifteen  days,  and  I 
may  even  say  fifteen  nights,  for  the  salvation  of 
my  beloved  people,  and,  I  am  willing  to  hope, 
with  the  greatest  benefit ;  he  is  surely  filled  with 
Divine  grace,  for  without  the  especial  aid  of  the 
Almighty  he  never  could  have  accomplished  so 
much." 

The  priest  of  S.  Rocco,  in  Pistoja,  writes  in  the 
following  terms :  "  Blessed  be  the  day  on  which 
it  occurred  to  you  to  send  Blessed  Leonard  here. 
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What  great  things  has  Almighty  God  done  for 
us  by  means  of  His  servant !  All  venerate  him 
as  a  most  holy  man,  learned  preacher,  and  most 
fervent  missionary ;  every  soul  is  enchained  and 
captivated  by  his  discourses,  even  the  most  fas- 
tidious; all  who  came  to  hear  him  have  been 
converted.  The  number  of  attendants  was 
very  great;  in  the  second  procession  of  peni- 
tents we  had  about  fifteen  thousand,  and  at  the 
papal  benediction  twenty  thousand.  The  con- 
fessors throughout  the  city  have  had  much  to  do, 
and  have  found  in  all  great  anxiety  for  the  salva- 
tion of  their  souls.  The  good  father  went  away 
regretted  by  every  one,  as  might  be  seen  by 
the  tears  and  lamentations  of  the  people,  who 
all  expressed  desire  to  see  him  again.  The  no- 
bility, and  ladies  and  gentlemen,  came  at  an 
early  hour  most  inconvenient  to  them,  braving  the 
cold,  which  was  extreme,  to  make  their  confes. 
sions  to  him.  Blessed  be  God  for  visiting  His 
Church,  and  sending  such  a  teacher.  The  fruits 
of  the  mission  were  seen  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  devotions  of  the  Via  Crucis  were  attended ; 
the  nobles  of  Pistoja,  who  previously  had  seemed 
ashamed  of  any  external  demonstration  of  reli- 
gion, came  to  it  with  great  fervour  and  recol- 
lection, even  kissing  the  ground,  and  they  con- 
tinued to  do  this  after  the  mission  was  ended." 

In  1715  he  was  chosen  superior  and  director 
of  the  convent  of  S.  Francis  in  Florence ;  the 
electors  felt  sure  that  his  zeal,  worth,  and 
exemplary  life  would  be  most  advantageous  to 
that  sanctuary.  He,  however,  was  most  unwilling 
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to  accept  the  appointment,  for  he  well  knew  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  he  would  have  to  en- 
counter, and  also,  because  it  would  prevent  him 
giving  missions,  which  he  had  hoped  would  be 
his  employment  till  the  end  of  his  life ;  he  only 
consented  to  the  honour  conferred  on  him,  be- 
cause he  believed  it  to  be  the  will  of  God.  Hav- 
ing accepted  it,  he  was  most  earnest  in  endea- 
vouring to  fulfil  the  trust  to  the  utmost  of  his 
powers,  to  induce  those  under  his  care  to  strive 
for  religious  perfection  ;  he  had  the  rule  and 
constitutions  printed  exactly  like  those  in  Rome, 
and  added  some  points  for  the  better  regulation 
of  time,  so  that  each  one  should  know  what  he 
had  to  do  during  the  day.  These  rules  were  so 
excellent,  that  not  only  did  the  superior-general 
approve  of  them,  and  authorize  the  printing,  but 
also  the  holy  pontiff  Clement  XL,  who  desired 
Cardinal  Paolucci  to  write  a  letter  expressive 
of  his  pleasure,  and  how  greatly  he  was  edified. 
The  progress  in  perfection  by  the  whole  com- 
munity was  quite  wonderful,  with  so  excellent  a 
guide  to  the  practice  of  every  virtue,  and  follow- 
ing exactly  the  rules  prescribed  by  him.  Every 
Sunday  evening  he  gave  a  lecture  in  the  refectory 
on  the  observance  of  the  rules,  and  the  obligation 
of  every  one  to  seek  after  perfection ;  he  spoke 
with  so  much  energy  and  fervour,  that  every 
one  who  heard  him  felt  themselves  incited  to 
lead  better  and  more  holy  lives.  Religious  even 
from  other  convents  used  to  come  to  hear  him, 
standing  behind  the  door  of  the  refectory,  that 
they  might  not  be  seen ;  they  were  astonished 
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at  his  wonderful  powers  of  mind,  and  still  more 
by  the  impression  left  on  their  own  minds,  and 
went  away  much  edified  and  full  of  reverence 
for  the  man  of  God,  Blessed  Leonard  not  only 
observed  the  rules  he  had  drawn  up  with  the 
greatest  exactness,  hut  also  added  other  penances 
and  austerities ;  he  took  his  brief  repose  on  a 
bare  board,  with  a  log  of  wood  for  his  pillow, 
and  only  one  meal  during  the  day,  consisting  of 
herbs;  he  always  walked  barefoot,  even  in  the 
coldest  weather,  dressed  in  a  ragged  and  patched 
habit. 

During  this  year  it  was  reported  in  Florence 
that  God  had  revealed  to  a  pious  soul  that  He 
would  visit  the  city  with  a  dreadful  scourge  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Grand  Duke,  Cosmo 
III.,  ordered  that  seven  missions  should  be  given 
in  seven  different  places,  leaving  it  to  Blessed 
Leonard  to  choose  any  church  in  the  city  he 
pleased.  He  accordingly  chose  that  of  S.  Niccolo, 
situated  in  a  remote  corner  of  Florence,  and 
frequented  by  the  poorest  people,  and  gave  the 
first  mission  in  January,  after  having  preached 
during  the  novena,  before  Christmas,  to  the 
confrateruity  of  Ricoboli. 
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CHAPTER  VI1L 

BLESSED  LEONARD  FOUNDS  THE  HERMITAGE  OF  SANTA 
MARIA  DELL*  INCONTRO. 

This  holy  man  of  God  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  rigorous  observances  which  he  practised  in 
common  and  privately  in  his  retreat,  but  desired 
to  follow  the  example  of  hi?  seraphic  father  S. 
Francis,  who  frequently  retired  to  some  solitary 
place  where  he  could  give  himself  entirely  to 
God  and  his  salvation,  and  gain  strength  and 
courage  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  his  soul  and 
the  attainment  of  perfection.  For  this  he  prayed 
earnestly,  and  his  prayer  was  soon  granted,  for 
in  the  year  1715,  a  most  suitable  place  for  the 
purpose  was  offered  to  him.  The  hermitage  of 
Santa  Maria  dell'  Incontro,  which  was  situated 
on  a  mountain  seven  miles  distant  from  Florence, 
already  sanctified  as  the  dwelling-place  of  the 
Blessed  Gerard,  one  of  the  first  of  the  third  order 
of  Franciscans.  Blessed  Leonard  went  to  see  it, 
and  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  situation, 
conferred  with  the  superior  of  the  order,  to  found 
there  a  place  of  retirement  for  those  of  his  re- 
treat who  wished  to  be  at  times  quite  alone. 

About  this  time  he  finished  the  drawing  up 
of  the  constitutions,  which  in  1716  were  printed 
in  Florence,  after  having  been  inspected  by  both 
monasteries,  and  unanimously  accepted  on  the 
28th  of  November,  and  in  the  following  year 
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on  the  29th  of  June,  were  approved  of  by  Father 
Giacomo  de  Verruchio,  at  that  time  commissioner- 
general  of  the  order  of  Minori  Riformati.  The 
bishop  of  Fiesole,  having  received  the  requisite 
sanction  and  power,  gave  possession  of  the  her- 
mitage to  the  monastery  of  S.  Francesco  al 
Monte,  on  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation.  The 
superior  and  all  the  community  had  made  a  vow, 
whenever  they  retired  there,  to  walk  barefoot, 
even  if  the  ground  were  covered  with  snow,  singing 
psalms  and  praises  to  the  Lord.  The  holy  sacri- 
fice was  celebrated,  and  then,  with  the  charitable 
offering  of  a  pious  Florentine,  the  building  of  that 
hermitage  was  begun,  and  it  was  occupied  for  the 
first  time  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1717.  Blessed 
Leonard  superintended  the  building,  and  was 
most  desirous  that  all  about  it  should  be  accord- 
ing to  the  strict  rules  of  poverty ;  that  the  eight 
cells  for  the  solitaries,  and  four  for  the  superior 
and  occasional  guests,  should  be  only  eight  spans 
long,  five  wide,  and  nine  high,  so  that  standing 
in  the  middle  one  might  easily  touch  the  wall 
on  either  side,  and  in  the  same  manner  the  roof, 
which  was  thatched  with  rushes ;  the  walls  were 
not  plastered,  in  fact,  all  was  done  to  inspire 
poverty  and  a  mortified  life.  The  doors  were 
only  two  spans  wide,  and  six  spans  high,  the 
windows  one  span  wide,  and  one  span  and  a  half 
high;  the  offices  were  all  equally  narrow  and 
poor.  As  for  their  meals,  they  never  ate  meat, 
or  any  food  made  with  milk,  or  fish,  and  those 
who  wished  to  keep  the  nine  Lents  in  imitation 
of  their  holy  father  S.  Francis,  observed  a  most 
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rigid  fast,  eating  in  the  morning  only  herbs  and 
vegetables,  and  in  the  evening  the  collation  al- 
lowed by  the  church  on  fasting  days.  It  was 
also  an  established  rule  that  they  should  sleep 
on  the  floor,  and  inflict  upon  themselves  many 
other  mortifications,  which  was  done  with  much  joy 
and  gladness,  with  holy  emulation,  exciting  each 
other  to  still  greater  devotion.  As  Blessed  Leo- 
nard established  the  hermitage,  he  was  the  first 
to  retire  there,  and  followed  to  the  letter  all  the 
prescribed  rules,  and  even  exceeded  them,  as  the 
desire  of  mortification  and  the  fervency  of  his 
spirit  suggested.  He  afterwards  went  there  fre- 
quently, not  merely  twice  in  the  year,  but  when- 
ever any  great  solemnity  was  approaching,  to 
prepare  for  it,  and  when  he  returned  from  the 
missions  which  he  was  ordered  by  the  pope 
Clement  XI.  to  give  during  the  time  he  was 
superior  of  the  monastery.  The  rest  and  repose 
he  took  after  his  apostolical  labours,  was  retiring 
to  this  secluded  place,  to  lead  the  most  penitent, 
austere,  and  mortified  life. 

He  observed  also  the  silence  ordered,  and 
assisted  night  and  day  at  the  vocal  and  mental 
prayers  of  the  community,  practising  that  re- 
tirement prescribed  by  the  rule,  which  was  so 
stringent  that  none  but  the  Guardian  could 
administer  the  holy  sacraments,  write,  or  receive 
a  letter  except  from  his  superior.  He  used 
the  discipline  every  night  after  matins,  and  every 
day  after  vespers  he  went  with  the  others  to 
manual  labour,  and  always  looked  happy  and 
cheerful ;  he  used  to  call  this  solitude  the  place 
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of  delight,  the  novitiate  of  paradise,  his  conso- 
lation, and  said  that  he  wished  never  to  leave  it, 
but  to  die  there.  Nothing  but  obedience  could  in- 
duce him  to  leave  it.  It  was  here  that  in  1717  he 
wrote  those  sixty-five  resolutions,  which  he  often 
read  over  to  see  if  he  followed  them  punctu- 
ally. They  serve  as  a  mirror  to  reflect  his 
mode  of  life,  his  great  sanctity,  and  the  high 
degree  of  perfection  he  had  attained.  The  fame 
of  this  sanctuary  was  very  soon  spread  abroad, 
many  regulars  of  different  monastic  establish- 
ments requested  to  be  admitted  for  the  spiritual 
exercises,  and  after  staying  some  days,  left  it 
much  edified.  Many  in  the  world  even,  desirous 
of  amending  their  lives,  made  the  same  petition, 
esteeming  it  a  great  favour  to  be  allowed  to  pass 
some  weeks  among  these  solitaries,  and  not  only 
did  they  join  in  all  the  devotions  night  and  day, 
but  also  put  on  the  rough  coarse  habit  of  the 
order,  and  always  left  it  with  tears  of  regret, 
declaring  it  to  be  a  terrestrial  paradise.  Many 
people  of  distinction,  both  ecclesiastics  and  secu- 
lars, visited  the  holy  place,  and  praised  God, 
Who  never  fails  to  send  faithful  servants  into. 
His  Church.  The  Grand  Duke  Cosmo  III.,  hav- 
ing heard  the  hermitage  much  spoken  of,  went 
with  his  whole  court  to  see  it,  minutely  examined 
everything,  and  afterwards  brought  his  daughter, 
the  Princess  Eiectoress,  with  the  Count  of 
Gherardesca,  archbishop  of  Florence,  all  of  whom 
were  filled  with  wonder  and  fear  at  the  wild 
loneliness  of  the  place,  and  great  admiration 
of  the  sanctity  of  the  inmates.     The  holy  pontiff 
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Clement  XL,  in  reading  what  was  there  observed 
according  to  the  constitutions,  was  so  much  af- 
fected that  he  wept,  declaring  that  they  were  truly 
servants  of  God.  Amongst  the  many  instances 
of  extraordinary  mortification  practised  by  Blessed 
Leonard  at  this  time,  I  shall  mention  one.  When 
he  was  appointed  superior  of  the  monastery  of 
S.  Francesco  al  Monte,  he  determined  to  retire 
for  some  time  to  the  hermitage.  The  evening 
before  his  departure  he  prostrated  himself  in  the 
middle  of  the  refectory  with  a  stone  tied  to  his 
neck,  and  accused  himself  of  tepidity  and  neg- 
ligence, asked  pardon  of  the  community,  and 
entreated  them  to  pray  that  he  might  receive 
the  grace  of  God. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  SETS  AT  LIBERTY  A  WOMAN  UNDER 
SENTENCE  OF  DEATH.  GIVES  A  MISSION  IN  THE 
DIOCESE  OF  PISA,  AND  IS  RE-ELECTED  FATHER 
GUARDIAN. 

It  happened  on  one  occasion  when  Blessed 
Leonard  was  about  to  retire  to  his  solitude  after 
having  ended  the  missions,  he  heard  that  a  young 
woman  having  been  found  guilty  of  infanticide, 
was  in  prison,  under  sentence  of  death,  near  the 
monastery.  The  case  was  much  spoken  of  in 
Florence,  for  it  was  said  the  crime  was  not 
clearly  proved,  and  the  unhappy  creature  ought 
not  to  be  executed.    Although  many  felt  and 
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spoke  thus,  no  one  was  found  to  defend  her, 
the  sentence  was  given,  and  the  execution  to 
take  place  in  two  days.  However,  one  of  the 
first  counsellors  of  the  town  was  at  last  moved 
to  compassion,  and  knowing  the  high  esteem  in 
which  Blessed  Leonard  was  held  by  the  Grand 
Duke,  and  the  influence  he  had  with  him,  went 
to  the  monastery  and  made  the  case  known  to 
him,  and  entreated  he  would  endeavour  to  per- 
suade his  highness  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
the  sentence,  and  have  the  criminal  tried  again, 
offering  to  defend  the  cause  himself.  On  hearing 
this,  Blessed  Leonard  went  immediately  to  the 
court,  where  he  was  most  graciously  received  by 
the  Grand  Duke,  who,  in  reply  to  his  request, 
told  him  that  the  sentence  had  gone  forth,  was 
to  be  executed  in  two  days,  and  could  not  be 
annulled.  The  good  father  meekly  replied,  that 
he  had  not  come  to  ask  him  to  prevent  the 
course  of  justice,  but  only  to  look  over  the  trial, 
and  see  if  some  mistake  had  not  been  made, 
for  so  it  was  spoken  of  in  the  town.  At  these 
words  the  just  and  pious  Cosmo  III.  raised  his 
eyes  to  heaven,  and  said,  after  a  short  silence, 
"  It  is  not  impossible  that  there  has  been  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  evidence ;  the  trial  must 
come  on  again."  This  was  done,  and  the  in- 
nocence of  the  condemned  person  clearly  proved, 
and  she  was  set  at  liberty,  to  the  great  joy  of  all 
interested  in  her,  who  at  the  same  time  lauded 
the  charity  of  Blessed  Leonard,  who  became  every 
day  more  endeared  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florence. 
About  this  time  he  went  to  give  missions  in 
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the  diocese  of  Pisa,  where  he  converted  many, 
who  brought  forth  plentiful  fruits  of  penance. 
On  one  occasion  when  he  was  preaching  on  scan- 
dals, and  scourging  himself  so  severely  with  the 
discipline,  that  the  people  were  moved  to  tears, 
the  parish  priest  rushed  forwards,  and  taking 
the  instrument  of  torture  from  the  hand  of  the 
missionary,  confessed  in  a  loud  tone,  that  it  was 
he  who  caused  scandal,  cast  off  his  cotta,  and  hav- 
ing laid  bare  his  shoulders,  began  to  scourge 
them  in  the  most  severe  manner.  The  people 
were  even  more  affected  at  seeing  their  own 
pastor,  a  holy  and  excellent  priest,  giving  such 
public  manifestations  of  his  great  humility.  Mon- 
signor  Frosini,  archbishop  of  Pisa,  hearing  of  the 
wonders  done  by  this  zealous  labourer  in  his 
diocese,  desired  to  hear  him  preach.  Accordingly 
he  went  to  Pontedera,  six  miles  distant  from 
Pisa,  where  the  man  of  God,  who  was  then  era- 
ployed  in  saving  souls,  and  listening*  to  the  cries 
of  the  people,  who  wept  with  compunction,  calling 
on  God  for  mercy,  so  that  he  was  frequently 
obliged  to  pause,  and  exhort  them  to  be  silent ; 
he  declared  that  he  had  never,  on  any  occasion, 
seen  so  many  tears  shed,  or  such  signs  of  peni- 
tence. The  archbishop  requested  Blessed  Leonard 
to  preach  in  the  Pisa,  and  accordingly  he  gave 
the  first  mission  in  the  church  of  S.  Agostino, 
which  Cosmo  III.  with  his  court  attended ;  and 
as  this  church,  spacious  as  it  was,  was  not  large 
enough  to  contain  the  great  multitude  which 
flocked  to  hear  him,  he  was  obliged  to  preach 
in  the  cathedral,  which,  although  very  large, 
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could  not  hold  them,  so  that  many  were  obliged 
to  kneel  outside,  and  nothing  was  heard  but 
lamentations  and  cries  for  mercy.  Having  ended 
the  mission,  he  gave  the  spiritual  exercises  to 
the  students  in  the  university,  upon  whom  he 
made  so  deep  an  impression  of  the  importance 
of  spiritual  things  and  eternal  salvation,  that 
from  that  time  they  gave  themselves  more  to 
the  study  of  Christian  virtues  than  of  science. 
Soon  after  this  the  Grand  Duke  sent  for  him 
to  Leghorn,  where,  as  it  is  well  known,  there 
are  many  Jews,  who  enjoy  much  liberty,  and  the 
wealthy  merchants  among  them  are  allowed  to 
make  use  of  Christians  for  their  servants,  and  even 
to  have  the  women  as  nurses  for  their  children ; 
this  was  the  cause  of  many  disorders,  as  may 
easily  he  imagined.  Added  to  this,  vessels  be- 
longing  to  the  Turks  and  heretics  were  constantly 
coming  into  the  port,  and  the  free  intercourse 
with  the  people  was  the  cause  of  much  vice 
and  immorality.  Many  who  desired  to  correct 
this  great  evil,  rejoiced  at  the  coming  of  so 
good  a  labourer  into  this  uncultivated  vineyard. 
Blessed  Leonard  arrived  at  the  most  opportune 
time,  that  of  the  carnival,  and  the  mission  was 
begun,  and  carried  on  with  so  much  zeal,  that 
contrition  was  universal,  and  such  public  and 
manifest  signs  of  repentance,  that  Leghorn  seemed 
another  Ninive  converted.  The  Carnival  was 
not  thought  of,  although  every  preparation  had 
been  made  at  a  great  expense,  masks  were  pro- 
hibited, and  the  theatres  closed.  The  multitude 
of  reformed  and  penitent  people  who  crowded 
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to  the  feet  of  the  priests  night  and  day  to  make 
their  confessions  was  so  great,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  place  a  guard  before  the  confessionals, 
to  prevent  confusion  and  disorders  which  so  great 
a  crowd  might  cause. 

Amongst  many  conversions,  none  were  so 
wonderful  as  those  of  some  women  of  lost  cha- 
racter, who  hearing  of  the  great  things  done  by 
these  good  missionaries,  excited  only  by  curiosity, 
went  to  hear  them.  Forty  of  them  went  together, 
and  although  it  was  far  from  their  intention 
to  change  their  lives,  and  be  converted,  yet,  at 
the  powerful  and  persuasive  voice  of  Blessed. 
Leonard,  who  so  loudly  inveighed  against*  the 
vice  to  which  they  were  addicted,  they  very 
soon  felt  a  horror  of  their  iniquity  and  a  great 
fear  of  eternal  punishment,  and  began  to  weep 
and  cry  aloud  for  mercy  and  pardon  of  Almighty 
God,  and  forgiveness  of  all  to  whom  they  had 
given  scandal.  The  sudden  and  unexpected  con- 
version of  these  women  excited  much  wonder 
and  admiration  ;  they  « were  sent  by  the  pious 
missionary  to  a  private  house  near  the  church, 
from  whence  they  came  every  day  during  the 
retreat  to  hear  the  sermons,  dressed  like  peni- 
tents, having  not  only  their  faces  covered,  but  en- 
veloped from  head  to  foot  in  long  cloaks,  The 
people  seeing  them  walk  thus  habited  in  proces- 
sion to  the  church,  were  greatly  edified  and  af- 
fected, and  praised  God  for  having,  by  means  of 
His  servant,  converted  these  women,  who  for  so 
long  a  time  had  been  a  scandal  to  the  town.  Still 
more  did  the  wonder  increase,  when  it  was  known 
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that  three  of  them,  four  days  after  their  conver- 
sion, passed  into  eternity,  with  every  sign  of 
true  contrition,  praising  and  magnifying  the  di- 
vine mercy  for  giving  them  grace  to  forsake 
their  evil  ways,  and  blessing  him  whom  God  had 
sent  to  convert  and  save  them. 

Blessed  Leonard  was  unwilling  to  leave  Leg- 
horn without  making  sure  of  these  poor  but  now 
fortunate  women  ;  and  finding  that  want  and  ne- 
cessity had  driven  them  to  their  late  miserable 
course,  recommended  that  a  collection  should  be 
made  for  them,  which  was  so  abundant  as  to 
provide  them  with  the  means  of  living  honestly, 
and  from  that  time  they  lived  in  the  path  of 
virtue. 

Very  great  was  the  reward  of  Blessed  Leonard 
for  his  labours  in  Leghorn ;  he  returned  to  his 
monastery  of  S.  Francesco  al  Monte,  and  soon 
after  retired  to  his  beloved  solitude  S.  Maria  dell' 
Incontro.  About  this  time  he  was  elected  for  the 
second  time  father  guardian  and  director,  in  which 
office  he  was  so  exact  in  enforcing  the  observance 
of  the  rule,  that  all  subject  to  him  declared  he 
was  the  model  of  a  superior,  the  teacher  of  every 
virtue,  and,  after  Almighty  God,  their  chief 
support..  He  was  the  first  at  all  community  acts  ; 
and  not  content  with  his  labours  in  the  confes- 
sional, he  frequently  went  to  various  convents 
of  nuns  to  confess  them,  and  animate  them  to 
fervour  and  advancement  in  the  spiritual  life. 

The  Grand  Duke,  who  had  been  ill  for  some 
time,  was  more  than  ever  desirous  that  Christian 
piety  should  flourish  in  his  dominions,  and  on 
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the  occasion  of  Blessed  Leonard  going  to  visit 
him,  he  desired  that  missions  should  be  given 
in  Florence,  one  in  the  church  of  S.  Fridiano, 
and  the  other  in  that  of  S.  Catterina  delle  Ruote, 
from  which,  as  usual,  a  plentiful  harvest  was 
reaped  in  the  conversion  of  souls.  The  Grand 
Duke  died  soon  after  this,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Gian  Gastone,  who,  following  the  good 
example  of  his  father,  held  Blessed  Leonard  in 
high  esteem,  and  invited  him  to  preach  repentance 
throughout  the  grand  duchy.  Amongst  the  many 
acts  recorded  of  him  at  this  time,  in  the  obser- 
vance of  the  rule,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
used  to  correct  those  who  failed  in  their  duty,  I 
shall  satisfy  my  readers  by  relating  one  only.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  canonization  of  SS.  Giacomo 
della  Marca  and  Francesco  Solano,  celebrated 
in  1726  in  the  monastery  of  S.  Francis,  two 
octaves  were  to  be  kept,  one  in  the  church  of 
S.  Francesco  al  Monte  in  Florence.  Blessed 
Leonard  being  obliged  to  go  on  a  mission,  gave 
a  general  order  that  they  should  celebrate  the 
octave  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  but  strictly 
prohibited  three  things,  to  hang  the  church  with 
silk,  to  have  fireworks,  and  to  ring  a  double  chime 
of  bells,  because,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
retreat,  one  only  was  to  be  rung.  Having  given 
these  orders,  he  set  off,  and  tfnding  on  his  return 
they  had  not  been  obeyed,  he  used  every  means 
to  discover  the  delinquents,  but  in  vain.  He 
determined,  however,  not  to  allow  disobedience 
to  go  unpunished,  and  one  evening  when  all  were 
assembled  in  the  refectory,  he  thus  addressed 
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them :  "  My  brethren,  our  laws  have  been  trans- 
gressed, the  sin  of  disobedience  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  the  sinner  is  not  discovered,  there- 
fore it  is  left  for  me  to  do  penance."  Having 
said  this,  he  commanded  that  no  one  should  move 
from  his  place;  he  walked  into  the  middle  of 
the  refectory,  and  scourged  himself  with  the 
discipline  during  the  time  in  which  he  said  the 
Psalm  "  Miserere"  thrice  in  a  loud  voice. 

All  present  wept  and  lamented,  for  they  knew 
he  was  doing  penance  for  the  sin  of  others,  and 
entreated  him  to  desist,  but  in  vain.  Having 
finished  the  Psalms  and  the  scourging,  he  re- 
turned to  his  place,  and  gave  them  a  most 
impressive  discourse  on  the  importance  of  obedi- 
ence, especially  for  religious,  and  reminded  them 
that  every  sin,  whether  mortal  or  venial,  must  be 
punished.  It  pleased  the  Almighty  to  prove  the 
truth  of  this  by  punishing  one  of  the  disobedient 
monks  when  he  was  in  the  very  act  of  ringing  the 
double  chime  which  had  been  forbidden ;  he  re- 
ceived a  violent  blow  on  the  forehead,  which  left  a 
scar  as  a  sign  of  his  disobedience.  From  this 
and  many  similar  acts,  it  may  be  imagined  how 
full  of  zeal  Blessed  Leonard  was  as  father  su- 
perior of  the  monastery  of  the  retreat,  and  how 
strict  in  the  observance  of  the  rule. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GIVES  MISSIONS  IN  LUCCA  AND  ROME, 
FROM  WHENCE  HE  RETURNS  TO  FLORENCE. 

The  authorities  of  Lucca,  many  of  whom  had 
heard  of  the  preaching  of  our  holy  father  in  their 
neighbourhood,  were  most  desirous  that  he  should 
give  missions  in  that  city,  and  to  accomplish  this 
they  sent  Canon  Zucchesini  to  negociate  with 
him.  He  had,  amongst  many  other  good  resolu- 
tions, formed  that  of  never  refusing  to  labour 
for  the  good  of  souls  whenever  he  might  be 
required  ;  therefore,  he  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  went  immediately  to  Lucca.  Of  this  place 
he  often  spoke  with  the  greatest  interest,  prais- 
ing the  docility  and  tractability  of  the  people, 
and  blessing  God  for  the  rich  harvest  he  had 
gathered,  in  gaining  souls  for  heaven.  As  soon 
as  he  arrived  he  began  the  mission  in  the 
church  of  S.  Fridiano,  which  although  very 
spacious,  was  so  crowded  with  people  from  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  town,  that  it  was  feared 
many  would  be  trampled  on,  and  killed ;  it  was 
therefore  thought  expedient  to  close  the  doors 
when  the  church  was  quite  filled.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  a  criminal  under  sentence  of  death 
sent  for  him,  and  entreated  that  he  would  attend 
his  dying  moments.  He  naturally  felt  a  great 
repugnance  to  witness  such  a  spectacle,  yet 
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charity  induced  him  to  conquer  it,  and  taking 
courage,  be  accompanied  the  unfortunate  man  to 
the  place  of  execution,  aud  supported  him  to  the 
last ;  and  as  an  immense  concourse  of  people  were 
assembled,  he  remained  on  the  scaffold,  and  gave 
them  so  impressive  and  edifying  a  sermon,  that 
with  one  voice  they  called  on  God  for  pardon. 
From  Lucca  he  proceeded  to  other  places,  and 
one  day,  when  they  were  on  a  journey,  they  came 
near  a  village  situated  on  the  side  of  a  hill ;  point- 
ing to  it,  he  said  to  his  companions,  that  he  was 
seized  with  a  sudden  inspiration  to  go  there,  but 
as  they  knew  not  to  what  diocese  it  belonged,  he 
sent  to  inquire  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  preach 
there.  They  had  an  interview  with  the  parish 
priest,  and  found  that  he  and  his  flock  were  quite 
disposed  to  receive  the  missionaries,  and  would 
procure  a  license  from  the  bishop.  The  mission 
was  begun,  and  from  the  following  fact  it  was 
eTident  that  his  desire  to  go  there  was  an  inspira- 
tion from  heaven.  On  the  first  day,  a  woman 
came  and  fell  at  the  feet  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
saying,  "  Father,  Almighty  God  has  ordered  this 
mission  for  me."  She  then  went  on  to  tell  him 
that  when  she  was  a  child  she  had  committed  a 
mortal  sin,  which  she  had  been  ashamed  to  con- 
fess, for  in  that  remote  district  there  were  few 
priests,  and  those  either  relations  or  friends  ;  she 
also  added,  that  for  thirty  years  she  had  been 
guilty  of  the  sin  of  sacrilege  in  approaching  the 
sacraments,  but  with  great  remorse  of  conscience 
that  by  many  prayers  and  penances  she  had 
recommended  herself  to  the  holy  Virgin,  who 
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had  appeared  to  her,  and  promised  that  in  four 
days  she  would  obtain  for  her  that  a  priest  should 
be  sent,  to  whom  she  was  to  make  her  confession, 
and  he  would  give  her  absolution,  and  restore  her 
peace.  The  good  father  was  much  affected  on 
hearing  this,  and  having  encouraged  the  poor 
woman,  she  made  a  general  confession,  to  which 
he  listened  with  great  patience  and  charity,  and 
left  her  full  of  joy  and  peace.  He  was  much 
consoled  by  this  occurrence,  and  used  to  say  in 
speaking  of  it,  that  Divine  Providence  sent  him  to 
a  place  to  save  one  soul,  and  that  missionaries 
should  be  satisfied,  and  consider  themselves 
amply  rewarded  for  their  labours,  if  they  never 
gained  more  than  this. 

Blessed  Leonard  had  thus  laboured  for  twenty- 
two  years  in  the  apostolical  ministry,  enlightening 
all  Tuscany  with  his  missions,  when  it  pleased  the 
Lord,  in  the  following  manner,  to  send  him  to 
preach  repentance  in  Rome.  Cardinal  Barberini, 
knowing  the  zeal  and  virtue  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
wrote  a  letter,  which  the  servant  of  God  received 
when  he  was  in  the  island  of  Gorgona,  in  the 
diocese  of  Pisa,  giving  him  the  requisite  faculties, 
and  desiring  him  to  come  to  Rome  to  give 
instructions,  which  were  much  required,  and  also 
a  mission  in  the  town  of  Velletri.  From  Gorgona, 
therefore,  he  went  to  Florence,  and  taking  leave 
of  the  Grand  Duke,  Giovan  Gastone,  and  the 
princess  Violante,  of  Bavaria,  who  gave  him 
letters  for  the  pope  Clement  XII.,  on  the  7th  of 
September,  1730,  he  set  off  for  Rome.  On  the 
journey,  which,  as  usual,  he  made  barefootted, 
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he  visited  the  sanctuaries  of  Assisi,  Monteluco, 
and  Valle  di  Rieti,  and  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month,  arrived  at  the  monastery  of  Santa  Maria 
delle  Grazie,  where,  thirty-three  years  before,  he 
had  been  clothed  with  the  religious  habit,  and  had 
made  his  novitiate  and  profession.  He  remained 
here  some  days,  and  then  proceeded  on  his  way  to 
Rome,  where  he  went  directly  to  kiss  the  hand  of 
the  superior  of  the  order,  by  whom  he  was  affec- 
tionately received,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  he 
cast  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  pope,  and  presented 
the  letters  from  the  princess  Violante,  which 
contained  an  account  of  the  Retreat  he  had 
founded.  The  holy  father  was  much  pleased  to 
learn  the  good  he  had  done  in  Tuscany,  and 
promising  him  every  assistance,  gave  him  his 
blessing,  and  sent  him  much  consoled  to  his 
convent  of  S,  Buonaventura. 

Finding  that  Cardinal  Barberini  was  not  in 
Rome  at  this  time,  Blessed  Leonard  began  in- 
structing the  poor  in  the  hospital  of  S.  Galla,  and 
although  at  first  he  met  with  opposition,  excited 
by  the  devil  to  prevent  the  good  work,  he  very 
soon  overcame  all  obstacles,  and  began  his  minis- 
trations on  the  28th  of  October,  1730.  He  was 
then  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  con- 
tinued these  missions  in  Rome  with  so  much 
fervour  and  zeal,  that  his  fame  was  soon  spread 
abroad,  and  many  came  to  hear  him  of  all 
classes,  even  the  ecclesiastics  and  nobility.  The 
church  of  S.  Galla  could  not  contain  them,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  preach  in  the  court-yard  of  the 
hospital,  which,  although  very  spacious,  was  not 
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sufficient,  and  many  were  forced  to  stand  at  the 
windows  and  in  the  galleries.  He  astonished  and 
edified  all  bj  the  independant,  unflinching  man- 
ner in  which  he  reproved  vice,  exhibiting  it  in  all 
its  deformity,  and  showing  how  greatlj  it  was  to 
be  abhorred  and  detested,  bj  frequently,  during 
his  discourse,  striking  his  bare  shoulders  with  the 
discipline,  until  the  blood  flowed.  They  were  all 
much  edified  by  seeing  this  holy  man  so  poorly 
clad,  and  barefoot ;  and  together  with  the  efficacy 
of  his  words,  and  the  example  of  his  ascetic  life, 
the  impression  made  on  his  hearers  was  so  great, 
that  during  every  sermon  his  voice  was  almost 
lost  amid  the  cries  and  lamentations  of  the  peni- 
tents ;  nothing  was  spoken  of  in  Rome  but  his 
preaching.  The  pope  issued  an  order,  that  as 
soon  as  he  had  finished  this  mission,  he  should 
preach  in  the  churches  of  S.  Giovanni  dei  Fioren- 
tini,  S.  Carlo  al  Corso,  S.  Pietro,  in  Vincoli,  and 
S.  Maria,  in  Trastevere,  which  he  joyfully  obeyed, 
preaching  in  each  of  these  churches  in  succession 
with  so  much  effect,  that  the  conversions  were 
most  numerous.  One  day,  during  the  time  he 
was  giving  a  mission  in  the  church  of  S.  Carlo, 
a  young  woman,  who  from  her  dress  and  manner 
appeared  to  be  a  person  of  high  rank,  went  there, 
and  asked  one  of  the  companions  of  Blessed 
Leonard  to  procure  her  an  interview  with  him, 
at  the  same  time  telling  him  plainly  that  she  was 
an  abandoned  character.  As  soon  as  the  mass 
he  was  celebrating  was  ended,  the  message  was 
brought  to  him,  and  he  desired  her  to  come  to  the 
confessional,  when  he  heard  her  confession ;  she 
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returned  home  humbled  and  changed,  adopted  a 
modest  and  simple  style  of  dress,  and  regularly 
attended  the  mission,  and  although  she  was 
frequently  tempted  by  flattery,  and  even  menaces, 
from  her  former  associates,  she  remained  firm  and 
constant  to  her  resolutions,  and  afterwards,  with 
a  portion  of  five  hundred  crowns,  which  the  pious 
missionary  procured  for  her,  she  entered  a  con- 
vent, and  remained  there  till  her  death.  On 
another  occasion,  when  he  was  preaching  against 
impurity,  a  girl  of  lost  character  came  to  him, 
and  expressed  great  contrition  and  sorrow  for  her 
sin,  and  weeping  bitterly,  promised  never  again  to 
fall  back  into  her  former  evil  ways.  A  dissolute 
man,  who  had  never  failed  in  his  designs  to  lead 
her  astray,  placed  himself  opposite  the  house, 
with  a  gun  in  his  hand,  and  threatened  to  shoot 
her  if  she  did  not  yield  ;  he  remained  there  until 
she  happened  to  approach  the  window,  when  the 
desperate  man  fired,  and  killed  her  on  the 
spot ;  her  death  was  considered  glorious  in  Rome, 
since  she  had  preferred  death  to  sin.  In  giving 
these  missions,  Blessed  Leonard  often  preached 
on  purgatory,  and  collected  alms  for  the 
suffrages  of  those  holy  souls  who  were  detained 
there ;  on  one  occasion,  when  he  saw  a  multitude 
of  people  assembled,  belonging  to  every  rank, 
grade,  and  condition,  he  determined  to  impress 
upon  them  the  importance  of  this  duty.  The 
whole  congregation  were  so  much  affected,  and 
moved  with  |ompassion,  that  the  first  collection 
amounted  to  seven  hundred  Roman  crowns,  and 
many  gave  their  ornaments  and  rings  from  their 
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fingers,  and  swords  from  their  sides,  all  of  which 
he  gave  to  be  distributed  in  different  churches  in 
Rome,  in  order  that  masses  might  be  said  for  the 
faithful  departed. 

The  pope  having  heard  of  the  great  things'done 
by  the  holj  missionary,  and  the  wonderful  effects 
of  his  preaching,  sent  Father  Barberini,  then 
preacher  at  the  palace,  afterwards  bishop  of  Fer- 
rara,  to  hear  him,  and  give  him  a  faithful  report. 
Father  Barberini  accordingly  went  to  hear  him, 
and  in  giving  an  account  of  his  zeal  and  fer- 
vour, said,  that  he  could  ouly  assure  his  holiness, 
that  even  he,  who  had  grown  old  in  the  minis- 
try, could  not  refrain  from  tears.  From  S.  Carlo 
al  Corso  Blessed  Leonard  wont  to  S.  Pietro,  in 
Vincoli,  and  as  amongst  the  many  conversions 
there  were  many  profligate  women,  the  Cardi- 
nal-Vicar desired  a  subscription  to  be  made  for 
them,  the  sum  collected  was  four  hundred  crowns, 
which  was  sufficient  to  insure  the  safety  and 
m&intenance  of  all  the  poor  creatures.  Many 
other  great  things  might  be  told  of  these  mis- 
sions and  the  number  of  distinguished  eccle- 
siastics who  attended  them,  but  I  shall  only 
mention  Father  Galuzzi,  a  Jesuit,  and  well  known 
for  his  piety,  who  not  only  went  regularly  himself, 
but  desired  his  penitents  not  to  be  absent  from 
one  sermon,  telling  them  that  Blessed  Leonard 
was  truly  the  apostle  of  the  times.  In  the 
meantime,  Cardinal  Barberini,  who  had  sent  for 
him  from  Florence  to  give  a  mission  in  Velletri, 
returned  to  Rome,  and  at  his  entreaty  he  set 
off  for  that  city,  and  commenced  a  course  of 
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sermons,  in  which,  above  all  things,  he  exhorted 
the  people  to  abstain  from  blasphemy,  if  they 
wished  for  happiness  and  prosperity,  and  recom- 
mended them  to  place  over  the  doors  of  their 
houses  the  monogram  of  the  holy  name  of  Jesus, 
designed  by  S.  Bernadino  of  Sienna,  so  that 
every  one  might  behold  and  honour  it,  and 
blasphemers  conceive  a  horror  of  their  sins.  To 
avoid  the  crowd  of  people  who  had  resolved 
to  accompany  him,  he  started  one  morning  at 
daybreak,  having  effected  a  complete  reformation 
amongst  them,  and  returned  to  Rome,  to  renew 
his  ministrations  in  the  church  of  Santa  Maria  in 
Trastevere,  Although  the  church  was  very  spa- 
cious, it  could  not  contain  the  multitude  assem- 
bled, and  he  was  obliged  to  preach  in  the  square, 
which  was  crowded  to  excess,  the  streets  leading 
to  it  were  filled,  and  even  the  roofs  of  the  houses. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  and  the  Princess 
Violante,  being  much  displeased  with  the  long  ab- 
sence of  Blessed  Leonard,  sent  to  request  his  re- 
turn ;  therefore,  having  received  the  papal  bene- 
diction,  and  leave  from  his  superiors,  he  again 
turned  towards  Tuscany.  On  his  arrival  in  Flo- 
rence he  was  received  by  the  sovereign  and  people 
with  the  greatest  joy ;  and  having  informed  the 
Princess  of  the  result  of  his  missions  income,  he 
retired  to  his  hermitage,  in  order  to  gain  more 
courage  and  strength,  and  from  thence  he  went 
to  Camajore,  in  the  diocese  of  Lucca.  When  he 
was  giving  the  missions  in  this  place  he  found  a 
most  hardened  sinner,  who  obstinately  refused  to 
repent  and  amend  his  life.  The  earnest  appeals 
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of  Blessed  Leonard  were  vain  ;  and  one  day  find- 
ing every  argument  lost  on  him,  he  prayed  to  Al- 
mighty God  to  send  a  thunderbolt  to  break  his 
stubborn  will.  Scarcely  had  he  uttered  the  words 
when  the  heavens,  which  a  moment  before  were 
clear  and  serene,  darkened,  and  a  loud  clap  of 
thunder  was  heard,  and  flashes  of  lightning  were 
seen  through  the  church,  to  the  terror  of  the  con- 
gregation, who,  although  they  escaped  unhurt,  were 
touched  and  wounded  in  the  soul,  especially  the 
man  for  whom  the  prayer  was  offered.  Every  one 
present  was  wonderfully  impressed  by  this  mani- 
fest sign  that  God  was  with  His  servant  to  aid 
him  in  the  work  of  their  conversion.  Indeed,  all 
his  missions  were  blessed,  and  brought  forth 
abundant  fruits  of  penance. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GIVES  MISSIONS  IN  ROME  AND  VI- 
CINITY, FROM  WHENCE  HE  RETURNS  TO  FLORENCE, 
AND  AFTER  THAT  IS  SENT  TO  VITERBO,  AND  PREACHES 
IN  SEVERAL  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THE  PAPAL  DOMINIONS. 

Whilst  the  servant  of  God  was  thus  employed 
in  Tuscany,  some  of  the  bishops,  who  from  the  time 
he  had  first  preached  in  Rome  had  determined 
to  invite  him  to  give  missions  in  their  respective 
dioceses,  induced  the  superior  of  the  order  to  call 
him  back  to  the  capital.  He  received  an  order 
to  return  there5  in  November,  1731,  and  set  off 
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from  Lucca.  After  a  most  disastrous  journey,  iu 
consequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  he 
arrived  in  Rome  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month, 
and  from  thence,  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  was 
sent  to  exercise  his  apostolic  ministry  in  the  dio- 
ceses of  Albano,  Palestrina,  Velletri,  Sezze,  Pi- 
perao,  Segni,  Ferentino,  Alatri,  and  in  some 
places  in  Sabina,  gathering  everywhere  abundant 
fruits  of  penance.  After  spending  some  months 
in  giving  these  missions,  he  obtained  leave  to  re- 
tire to  the  monastery  of  S.  Angelo  di  Montorio 
Romano  in  Sabina,  a  sanctuary  most  dear  to  the 
holy  servant  of  God,  and  in  which  he  would  most 
willingly  have  passed  the  rest  of  his  life.  This 
monastery  is  more  than  three  miles  from  any  ha- 
bitation, situated  under  a  rock,  half  way  up  a 
high  mountain,  and  formerly  the  dwelling-place 
of  Blessed  Amadeo,  who  was  favoured  by  Al- 
mighty God  with  many  graces  there. 

This  second  John  the  Baptist  came  forth  from 
his  solitude  preaching  penance,  and  began  teach- 
ing in  the  dioceses  before  mentioned  with  so  much 
force  and  seal,  that  the  people,  as  soon  as  they 
saw  him  ascend  the  pulpit,  felt  great  compunc- 
tion, and  began  to  weep  and  pray  to  God  for  par- 
don. During  the  mission  in  Sezze,  where  the 
people  W8re  much  given  to  the  sin  of  blasphemy, 
he  was  inveighing  strongly  against  it,  when  a  hor- 
rible accident  happened,  which  proved  a  salutary 
lesson  to  all  who  witnessed  it.  A  most  licentious 
young  man,  and  blasphemer,  who  had  frequently 
ridiculed  the  threats  of  Blessed  Leonard,  was  one 
day  riding  through  the  town  just  at  the  time 
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be  was  preaching ;  he  stopped,  and  began  blas- 
pheming, when  he  suddenly  fell  to  the  ground, 
his  tongue  hanging  out  of  his  mouth,  as  black  as 
a  firebrand ;  he  had  not  the  power  to  draw  it 
in  again,  and  thus  died  in  great  agony.  This 
fearful  death  was  regarded  by  every  one  as  a  t 
just  chastisement  of  God,  and  caused  many  to 
stand  in  fear  of  the  Divine  Justice,  and  begin 
to  amend  their  lives.  Many  were  punished  for 
not  attending  to  the  warning  voice  of  Blessed 
Leonard.  On  one  occasion,  when  he  was  giving 
a  mission  in  a  town  in  the  diocese  of  Velletri, 
during  the  carnival  of  1732,  he  in  the  most 
impressive  manner  exhorted  the  people  to  abstain 
from  the  usual  amusements.  It  happened  that 
some  of  the  families  had  come  from  a  neighbour- 
ing town  to  attend  the  services,  and  when  they 
returned  from  the  church,  went  to  a  ball,  regard- 
less of  the  exhortations  of  the  missionary ;  but 
soon  their  gaiety  was  changed  into  tears  and 
lamentations,  for  in  the  midst  of  the  dancing 
the  roof  of  the  house  fell  in,  crushing  all  present 
beneath  it ;  all  of  them  received  some  injury,  and 
the  promoters  of  the  feast  were  killed  on  the  spot. 
For  a  penance,  as  soon  as  they  were  sufficiently  re- 
covered, they  all  walked  in  procession  to  the  church 
where  the  mission  was  given.  When  engaged  in 
preaching  at  Nettuno,  he  was  returning  home  one 
evening  much  fatigued,  when  he  was  stopped  by 
a  man  who  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  weeping 
bitterly,  and  intreating  him  to  hear  his  confes- 
sion there  on  the  high  road.  One  of  the  com- 
panions of  Blessed  Leonard  endeavoured  to  pacify 
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the  poor  penitent,  and  told  him  at  the  same 
time,  that  this  was  not  the  time  or  place  to  trouble 
the  good  missionary,  that  he  was  suffering  much 
from  fatigue,  and  standing  in  the  cold  at  so  late 
an  hour  might  cause  a  serious  illness,  and  advised 
him  to  come  to  confession  the  following  day. 
However  Blessed  Leonard,  with  his  usual  charity, 
interposed,  raised  the  poor  man  from  the  ground,- 
took  him  home,  and  the  same  evening  heard 
his  confession,  thus  proving  the  important  duty 
of  receiving  sinners  without  delay,  and  reconciling 
them  to  God. 

Having  ended  the  missions  in  Sezze  and  Pi- 
perno,  he  proceeded  to  a  town  in  the  diocese 
of  Sabina,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  fair, 
which  was  to  be  held  on  the  1st  of  May,  he 
found  the  people  niuch  indisposed  to  attend  a 
mission;  however,  he  endeavoured  to  convince 
them,  that,  instead  of  losing  by  it,  they  would 
gain  much,  by  the  numbers  who  would  come  from 
a  distance  to  hear  his  sermons,  and  told  them 
also,  that  as  he  had  had  orders  from  the  bishop 
to  give  the  mission,  he  could  not  disobey  him. 
When  he  gave  these  reasons,  those  who  opposed 
it  were  silent ;  he  began  his  apostolical  labours, 
and  the  sermons  were  well  attended  for  two  or 
three  days,  but  soon  there  was  a  falling  off,  and 
they  thought  of  nothing  but  the  amusements 
and  games  going  on  in  the  front  of  the  palace 
of  the  prince,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  the  holy 
man,  who  was  lodged  near  it.  Many,  however, 
came  from  a  distance  to  hear  Blessed  Leonard, 
and  in  his  concluding  discourse,  he  severely 
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reproved  the  people  of  the  town  for  having 
neglected  the  means  appointed  by  God  for  their 
eternal  welfare,  and  ended  by  telling  them  that 
they  would  surely  be  punished ;  which  prediction 
was  fulfilled,  for  a  few  days  after  there  was  a 
dreadful  hailstorm,  which  caused  great  destruction 
of  property.  Very  different  was  the  reception 
of  our  good  father  by  the  Romans  ;  they  ardently 
desired  to  hear  him  again,  and  when  they  heard 
that  the  pope  had  ordered  him  to  return  to 
Rome,  they  rejoiced  exceedingly.  The  church 
appointed  for  the  mission  was  the  Basilica  of 
S.  Maria  ad  Martyres,  commonly  called  the 
Rotunda,  and  that  spacious  temple  was  every 
day  filled  by  people  of  every  grade  in  the  city. 
Besides  the  fruits  of  his  preaching,  which  as 
Usual  were  most  abundant,  he  confirmed  the 
members  of  the  congregation  for  the  perpetual 
adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  publishing 
the  indulgences  granted  by  the  pope  for  this  devo- 
tion, to  such  as  are  ascribed  and  undertake  to 
adore  once  in  each  year,  for  the  space  of  an  hour, 
the  most  Blessed  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharist 
He  always  assisted  at  this  devotion  with  great 
fervour,  and  before  his  death  had  succeeded 
in  introducing  it  into  one  hundred  and  thirty 
different  places*  When  he  had  ended  these 
missions,  as  Lent  was  near,  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  interfere  with  the  appointed  preachers,  he 
retired  to  the  convent  of  S.  Angelo  di  Montorio 
Romano,  and  refused  to  give  any  more  missions 
during  the  season,  and  after  a  time  returned  to 
Rome,  to  give  the  spiritual  exercises  in  the  house 
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of  Prince  Rospigliosi.  These  exercises,  which  were 
public,  were  not  less  useful  than  the  missions, 
for  the  discourses  and  meditations  for  every 
morning  and  evening  contained  matter  sufficient 
to  instill  into  the  minds  of  all  maxims  of  per- 
fection  and  eternal  truths. 

Although  Blessed  Leonard  was  labouring  in  this 
vay  to  save  souls,  he  did  not  forget  his  retreat 
in  Florence  ;  and  to  prevent  the  confusion  which 
might  occur  in  the  election  of  the  superior,  he  was 
desirous  to  be  there  in  person  ;  and  having  re- 
ceived the  papal  benediction,  and  leav8  from  the 
head  of  the  order,  he  departed  for  Tuscany.  When 
he  arrived  at  Campagnano,  twenty  miles  from 
Rome,  he  was  seized  with  sudden  sickness  and 
violent  pain,  which  was  supposed  to  be  caused  by 
eating  some  green  herbs  the  day  before,  which 
they  conjectured  were  poisonous*  For  all  this  he 
wished  to  proceed  on  his  journey,  but  was  obliged 
to  stop  at  Viterbo  for  a  day  and  take  some  medi- 
cine, which,  however,  failed  in  giving  him  relief. 
Thus  suffering  he  went  on  his  way,  and  when  they 
were  approaching  Salci  they  lost  their  way,  and 
night  coming  on,  after  wandering  through  woods 
and  fields,  at  length  found  themselves  in  a  mo- 
rass. Blessed  Leonard  was  so  overcome  by  the 
fatigue  of  walking  such  a  distance  barefoot,  and  the 
malady  increased  so  rapidly,  that  his  companions 
feared  he  would  die,  and  began  to  weep  bitterly. 
At  length,  having  extricated  themselves  from  the 
morass,  they  sought  shelter  in  a  shed,  and  having 
gathered  some  sticks,  lighted  a  fire,  resolving  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  and  pass  the  night  there. 
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But  the  owners  of  the  shed  perceiving  the  light, 
thought  they  were  attacked  by  robbers,  and  as- 
sembling  the  neighbours,  took  arms,  and  went  to 
put  them  to  flight,  but  they  stopped  in  surprise 
and  confusion  when  they  recognized  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, worn  and  ragged  as  he  appeared,  warming 
himself  at  the  fire ;  they  asked  his  pardon,  and 
conducted  him  to  the  nearest  house,  where  they 
used  every  remedy  they  possessed  to  restore  him. 
The  following  morning  he  was  carried  to  the  con- 
vent of  the  Riformati  at  Cetona,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  remain  eight  days,  and  when  he  was 
sufficiently  recovered  he  pursued  his  journey  to 
Florence,  and  having  arranged  the  affairs  of  the 
retreat,  he  went  to  give  missions  in  Viterbo. 

The  people  who  came  in  a  large  body  from 
different  parts  of  the  country,  entreated  him  to 
come  into  their  towns  and  villages,  and  give  them 
at  least  one  sermon,  and  full  of  charity  he  will- 
ingly granted  the  request.  At  Montefiascone 
by  the  request  of  the  Princess  Piombino  he 
stayed  to  give  a  triduo  for  fair  weather,  for  in 
consequence  of  the  incessant  rains  the  country 
was  quite  inundated.  From  thence  he  went  to 
Viterbo,  where  he  was  received  with  such  demon- 
strations of  respect,  that  in  one  procession  they 
carried  before  and  around  the  crucifix  ten  thou- 
sand lighted  tapers.  I  cannot  pass  over  in  si- 
lence two  occurrences  in  this  mission.  There 
were  many  Jews  at  this  time  living  in  Viterbo, 
and  one  amongst  them,  a  young  woman,  went  to 
hear  Blessed  Leonard  preach  on  Eternity,  when 
her  heart  was  so  touched  with  Divine  grace,  that 
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she  resolved  to  become  a  Christian  as  soon  as  she 
returned  to  Rome.  With  this  determination  she 
left  the  church,  and  some  business  requiring  her 
to  go  to  Montefiascone,  she  set  off  to  walk  there, 
but  very  soon  she  felt  herself  drawn  back  by  some 
invisible  means.  Astonished  at  this,  she  made 
another  efort  to  advance,  but  in  vain ;  as  this 
happened  two  or  three  times,  she  felt  obliged  to 
stand  still,  and  presently  she  had  not  the  power 
to  move  a  step,  and  felt  that  her  sight  was  failing. 
She  turned  back,  went  to  Blessed  Leonard,  and 
related  all  that  had  happened  to  her,  and  asked 
him  to  give  her  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism.  On 
the  same  day  he  began  to  give  her  instructions, 
and  she  was  baptised  in  the  cathedral,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  good  father.  The  zealous  missionary, 
having  inveighed  strongly  in  his  sermons  against 
those  who  dared  to  work  on  Sundays  and  feast 
days,  threatened  the  most  severe  chastisement 
on  all  who  transgressed  this  divine  precept.  On 
the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  S.  John  the  Baptist, 
a  young  girl,  not  caring  for  the  solemn  words  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  went,  contrary  to  the  wish  of 
her  mother,  with  two  companions,  whom  she  had 
led  astray,  to  gather  flax  in  a  field.  Whilst  she 
was  at  work,  she  suddenly  felt  a  violent  burning 
pain  in  her  bowels,  like  an  internal  fire,  and  cried 
out  several  times :  "I  am  burning,  I  am  burn- 
ing." The  two  other  girls  raised  her  in  their 
arms  and  placed  her  under  a  tree,  where  they 
left  her  for  a  few  moments  to  look  for  something 
they  had  left  in  the  field,  and  returning  to  see 
how  she  was,  they  found  her  lying  on  the  ground 
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scorched  as  black  as  a  firebrand,  and  quite  dead. 
When  this  fact  was  made  known,  all  believed  it 
to  be  a  just  punishment  sent  from  God,  and  it 
had  due  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  for 
they  held  Blessed  Leonard  in  higher  esteem,  and 
practised  more  faithfully  what  he  taught  them. 
After  this  he  went  through  the  diocese  of  Orte, 
of  which  Monsignor  Tendirini  was  bishop,  and 
his  virtue  and  holiness  was  tested  by  the  pious 
prelate  in  the  following  way.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished his  first  sermon  he  was  conducted  along 
with  his  companions  to  the  Episcopal  Palace, 
appointed  for  their  lodging ;  and  on  entering  it 
they  found  in  the  hall  a  seat  prepared,  and  a 
vessel  of  water  ornamented  with  flowers,  and  all 
that  was  required  for  the  washing  of  feet.  Blessed 
Leonard  wondered  what  this  prepartion  could  be 
for,  and  was  much  confused  and  humbled  when 
he  heard  the  good  bishop  desire  him  to  seat  him- 
self in  the  chair,  for  he  intended  to  wash  his  feet. 
The  bishop,  seeing  that  he  could  not  induce  him 
to  accede  to  his  wish  in  any  other  way,  com- 
manded him,  in  obedience,  to  consent  to  have 
his  feet  washed  by  him.  At  the  word  obedience 
he  made  no  more  resistance,  placed  himself,  full 
of  confusion,  in  the  chair,  when  the  devout  and 
humble-minded  Monsignor  Tendirini  falling  on  his 
knees,  performed  the  pious  function,  washing  first 
the  feet  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  then  those  of 
his  companions.  This  act  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  they  es- 
teemed more  highly  than  ever  their  good  bishop, 
and  it  aided  to  prepare  their  minds  for  the  good 
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seed  about  to  be  sown,  and  which  produced  most 
abundant  fruit. 

At  Vicovaro,  in  the  diocese  of  Tivoli,  where 
Blessed  Leonard  was  giving  a  mission,  the  Coun- 
tess Flavia  Bolognetti  presented  to  him  a  valu- 
able frame  for  the  picture  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  which  he  carried  with  him  wherever  he 
went,  but  he  refused  to  accept  it,  saying  that  it 
was  inconsistent  with  the  vow  of  holy  poverty  he 
had  made  and  strictly  observed,  and  he  returned 
it  to  the  pious  lady,  thanking  her  for  her  gener- 
ous charity.  After  this  he  preached  in  many 
towns  in  Tuscany,  walking  barefoot  as  usual  in  all 
seasons,  poorly  clad.  It  was  the  marvel  of  every 
one  how  he  was  able  to  endure  so  fatiguing  and 
laborious  a  life.  In  February,  1735,  he  travelled 
with  great  difficulty  from  the  diocese  of  Jesi 
to  Rome,  and  from  thence,  having  first  kissed  the 
feet  of  the  holy  Pontiff,  he  returned  to  his  beloved 
convent  of  Montorio  Romano,  where  he  stayed 
during  Lent,  employed  in  good  works  and  spiri- 
tual exercises.  One  of  the  religious  of  the  retreat 
of  S.  Buonaventura  wrote  to  ask  him  if  he  would 
come  to  Rome  after  Easter ;  and  he  replied  in 
these  words :  "  I  have  many  reasons  for  not  going 
to  Rome,  but  two  especially ;  first*  the  flattery 
of  the  world,  which  over-estimates  me,  a  misera- 
ble sinner,  and  causes  me  thereby  much  distress. 
Secondly,  the  loss  of  time,  and  dissipation  of 
spirit.  I  desire  to  renounce  the  world,  why  then 
should  I  spend  my  time  in  it  ?  Since  I  am  cruci- 
fied to  the  world,  and  forsake  it,  I  wish  to  be  for- 
gotten by  the  world.  My  vocation  is  the  giving  of 
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missions,  and  solitude.  The  missions,  in  which  I 
am  ever  employed  for  the  love  of  God,  and  solitude, 
in  which  I  am  ever  occupied  with  God  ;  all  else  is 
vanity."  After  Easter  he  was  recommended  by 
Cardinal  Corradini  to  give  missions  in  the  diocese 
of  Frascati.  Satan  tried  every  means  in  his 
power  to  prevent  these  missions,  but  all  obstacles 
were  overcome,  and  they  were  given  in  every 
town  in  that  diocese.  Cardinals  Corradini  and 
Guadagni,  with  many  other  illustrious  persons, 
came  to  hear  him.  In  Rocca  di  Papa,  a  place 
from  its  situation  most  inaccessible,  materials 
were  required  for  the  building  of  a  church,  there- 
fore, in  his  first  discourse,  he  represented  with 
great  fervour  how  much  it  would  tend  to  the  glory 
of  God  if  they  exerted  themselves  to  finish  it ;  and 
after  he  had  ended  his  sermon,  he  went  directly 
with  his  companions  to  a  place  at  some  distance 
where  there  was  a  stone  quarry.  The  congrega- 
tion seeing  this  followed  him,  and  all  began  to 
carry  stones,  in  imitation  of  the  good  missionary, 
who,  tired  as  he  was  with  the  labours  of  the  day, 
was  the  first  to  load  himself.  From  that  time  they 
continued  to  carry  stones  every  day,  so  that  very 
soon  the  church  was  finished.  From  this  place  the 
holy  man  went  to  Frascati,  and  on  Cardinal  Corra- 
dini telling  him  that  he  required  rest  after  such 
fatiguing  duties,  he  replied,  "  I  wish  not  for  rest 
on  earth,  but  in  Paradise.,,  The  cardinal,  how- 
ever, commanded  him  to  rest  at  least  one  day,  and 
he  felt  obliged  to  obey,  and  on  this  occasion  he 
thus  wrote  to  a  friend :  "  I  must  stop  for  one  day 
in  Frascati,  and  this  is  to  me  a  greater  mortifica- 
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tion  than  the  discipline  of  a  whole  year,  but  God's 
will  be  done,  I  must  suffer  this  short  purgatory." 
Thus  showing  how  he  loved  to  labour  and  suffer 
continually  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation 
of  souls. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  GOES  TWICE  TO  FLORENCE,  AND 
FROM  THENCE  RETURNS  TO  GIVE  MISSIONS  IN  DIF- 
FERENT PLACES  NEAR  ROME. 

In  the  year  1735  a  dispute  having  arisen 
amongst  the  monks  of  the  retreat  in  Florence 
respecting  some  points  in  the  institution,  Blessed 
Leonard,  who  loved  peace  and  order,  went  there 
to  re-establish  it.  On  this  occasion  he  proved 
his  prudence  and  virtue ;  he  met  with  opposi- 
tion, and  even  affronts,  but  he  endured  all 
with  patience  and  admirable  courage.  To 
fortify  himself  for  this,  he  retired  for  some 
days  to  his  solitude  dell*  Incontro,  to  pray  to 
God  for  light  and  assistance,  and  then  having 
arranged  the  affairs  of  the  retreat,  he  departed 
in  October  tQ  preach  penance  in  Orvieto.  Being 
informed  that  in  this  diocese  the  people  were 
much  addicted  to  the  vice  of  gambling,  he  in- 
veighed most  earnestly  against  it,  threatening  the 
gamblers  with  the  severe  chastisement  of  God 
if  they  did  not  forsake  their  evil  ways,  the  cause 
of  so  much  sin  and  disorder.    Warned  by  the 
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Yoice  of  the  zealous  preacher,  they"  all  ceased 
to  play  cards  during  the  mission,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  man,  who,  regardless  of  the  prayers 
and  entreaties  of  his  wife,  who  reminded  him  of 
the  words  of  Blessed  Leonard,  still  continued  his 
vicious  course,  and  only  replied,  "  The  missionary 
may  say  what  he  pleases ;  I  am  not  to  be  fright- 
ened with  his  threats."  Scarcely  had  he  uttered 
the  words  when  he  fell  to  the  ground,  remained 
spoechles  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  died. 

From  the  diocese  of  Orvieto,  he  passed  to 
Civita  Vecchia,  where  he  laboured  indefatigably 
in  preaching  to  the  galley  slaves,  and  others  on 
board  the  vessels  in  that  port,  and  gave  them 
a  mission,  which  lasted  twenty  days.  So  abun- 
dant was  the  fruit  which  this  zealous  minister 
produced  by  preaching  to  slaves,  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  many  others,  that  where  formerly  nothing 
was  heard  but  blasphemy  and  obscene  language, 
nowVas  seen  compunction,  tears,  and  humility ; 
and  not  only  the  whole  day,  but  the  greatest 
part  of  the  night  was  employed  in  hearing  con- 
fessions. The  galley  slaves  had  permission  to 
go  to  confession  at  the  hospital  of  the  Chaplins  of 
the  Galleys,  where  the  missionaries  lodged.  At 
the  concluding  sermon,  when  Blessed  Leonard  was 
to  give  his  blessing,  all  the  inhabitants  of  Civita 
Vecchia  attended,  amongst  others,  three  cardi- 
nals, and  many  of  the  nobles.  He  then  returned 
to  Rome,  and  employed  himself  during  Lent  in 
giving  spiritual  exercises,  and  in  other  good  works 
for  the  benefit  of  souls.  At  Easter  he  was  sent 
by  the  pope  to  give  a  mission  in  Perugia. 
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.  The  devil  being  much  disconcerted  at  losing 
so  many  souls  who  had  been  ensnared  by  him 
in  sin,  which  would  certainly  be  the  case  if  Blessed 
Leonard  went  to  Perugia,  raised  every  obstacle 
in  bis  power  to  prevent  the  mission.  The  first 
day  he  ascended  the  pulpit,  there  was  heard  a 
murmuring  and  whispering  amongst  the  people, 
concering  the  maxim  and  proposition  given  them, 
"Either  penance,  or  hell."  They  said  that  it  was 
sufficient  for  one  who  had  committed  mortal  sin 
to  confess,  and  to  receive  absolution  for  the  re- 
mission of  his  sins,  and  thus  be  delivered  from 
eternal  punishment,  penance  was  therefore  not 
necessary.  This  they  declared  without  reflecting 
that  the  penance  of  which  the  holy  father  spoke 
was  that  sincere  contrition  and  conversion  to 
God,  with  a  thorough  detestation  of  past  trans- 
gressions, which  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  life, 
conformed  to  the  precepts  and  maxims  of  the 
Gospel,  and  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  be 
saved.  Those  who  opposed  the  mission  were  very 
soon  discovered,  and  defeated  in  their  ignorant 
and  ill-conceived  design,  but  they  endeavoured 
to  prevent  another  object  which  he  had  recom- 
mended in  one  of  his  sermons.  He  had  succeeded 
in  persuading  the  people  to  place  over  the  doors 
of  their  houses  the  monogram  of  the  most  holy 
name  of  Jesus,  which  had  been  suggested  by 
S.  Bernadino  of  Sienna.  One  night  this  sacred 
monogram  was  most  impiously  defaced,  to  the 
great  horror  of  all  who,  in  the  morning,  beheld 
the  sad  spectacle,  but  no  one  could  tell  who  had 
committed  the  sacrilege.    All  these  diabolical 
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efforts,  however,  instead  of  diminishing,  stimu- 
lated the  zeal  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  retreat  he  had  the  consolation 
of  seeing  these  misguided  people  so  changed  and 
contrite,  that  the  church  could  not  contain  the 
number  of  his  hearers,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
preach  in  the  piazza;  many  conversions  took 
place.  I  shall  mention  two  of  the  most  remark- 
able. To  the  great  scandal  of  Perugia,  a  person 
well  known,  and  of  high  rank,  had  for  many 
years  lived  in  open  concubinage  with  a  woman, 
and  no  one  had  the  power  to  prevent  it.  How- 
ever, one  day  the  unfortunate  woman  was  in- 
duced to  attend  the  mission,  and  was  so  struck 
with  the  words  spoken  by  Blessed  Leonard,  that 
she  remained  in  the  church  waiting  until  she 
saw  him  leave  the  pulpit ;  she  then  came  forward, 
threw  herself  at  his  feet,  weeping  bitterly,  and 
entreated  him  to  hear  her  confession,  declaring 
that  she  was  ready  to  forsake  her  sinful  life  to 
begin  a  new  one,  and  make  amends  for  former 
scandals  by  sincere  repentance.  The  good  mis- 
sionary heard  her  confession,  and  the  penitent 
was  so  firmly  resolved  to  carry  into  effect  her 
design,  that  in  order  to  be  free  from  temptation, 
for  she  was  young  and  beautiful,  she  decided  to 
leave  Perugia,  and  to  go  to  Rome  to  take  the 
habit  in  the  strict  convent  of  the  Convertite  di  San 
Giacomo.  The  gentleman  finding  that  she  had  left 
him,  was  first  enraged,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
follow  her,  but  soon  it  pleased  God  to  touch  his 
heart  also  through  the  means  of  a  sermon ;  he 
was  conscience-stricken,  and  throwing  .himself  at 
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the  feet  of  Blessed  Leonard,  confessed,  among 
many  other  sins,  that  of  joining  in  the  opposition 
to  the  mission,  for  which  he  asked  pardon  of  Al- 
mighty God,  with  a  promise  of  an  entire  change 
of  life,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  town,  who 
thanked  God  for  having,  by  His  grace,  converted 
these  two  persons,  who  had  caused  so  much  scan- 
dal. When  the  mission  was  ended,  the  people 
came  and  made  great  demonstrations  of  gratitude 
to  Blessed  Leonard,  and  he  departed  for  Foligno, 
having  first  venerated  the  ring  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin Mary,  when  it  was  solemnly  exposed  in  the 
cathedral  where  it  is  kept.  The  inhabitants  of 
Perugia,  who  attended  the  missions  with,  great  dili- 
gence, wished  to  possess  something  he  had  used 
as  a  relic,  or  memorial  of  him.  Well  knowing 
his  holy  poverty,  and  that  he  had  not  even  a  pic- 
ture or  image  to  give  away,  and  that  he  was  very 
careful  in  preventing  any  one  taking  the  things 
he  had  used,  saying  always  that  the  world  w&s 
wrong  in  supposing  him  to  be  a  holy  man,  they 
resolved  to  possess  themselves  of  the  banner 
which  he  carried  about  with  him  in  his  missions, 
on  which  was  embroidered  the  most  sacred  names 
of  Jesus  and  Mary.  To  effect  this,  they  had 
one  made  exactly  like  it,  and  carried  it  in  pro- 
cession to  Spello,  where  he  was  preaching;  they 
entered  the  church,  and  in  the  presence  of  all, 
even  the  good  missionary,  who  was  too  much 
astonished  to  remonstrate,  they  left  the  new 
banner  and  carried  away  the  old  one.  The 
procession  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  which 
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took  place  on  this  occasion  at  Spello,  was  nume- 
rously attended,  almost  all  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Foligno  assembled,  besides  the  people  from  other 
towns  in  the  vicinity,  with  the  greatest  devotion. 
From  Spello  Blessed  Leonard  went  to  preach  in 
the  dioceses  of  Gitta  della  Pieve,  Albano, 
Tivoli,  Velletri,  and  Palestrina,  and  in  October, 
at  the  request  of  Cardinal  Aldovrandi,  he  went 
to  Montefiascone.  The  cardinal  wished  to  main- 
tain the  mission  at  his  own  expense,  and  provide 
for  all  the  wants  of  Blessed  Leonard  and  his  com- 
panions ;  but  the  servant  of  God,  steadfast  to 
the  vow  of  holy  poverty,  begged  they  might 
be  allowed,  as  usual,  to  subsist  by  asking  alms. 
The  cardinal  attended  morning  and  evening  at  the 
sacred  functions,  and  severely  reproved  the  canons 
of  the  cathedral  for  not  attending  the  instructions 
on  the  first  day.  After  Blessed  Leonard  had 
preached  the  sermon  on  the  devotion  to  our 
Blessed  Lady,  on  which  occasion  he  always  kissed 
the  feet  of  all  the  priests  present,  the  bishop 
was  so  much  affected,-  that  he  went  the  following 
morning  into  the  sacristy,  and  waited  there  until 
the  missionary,  who  was  celebrating  the  holy 
sacrifice,  left  the  altar,  and  as  soon  as  he  made 
his  appearance,  he  knelt  down  to  kiss  his 
feet ;  the  holy  man  fell  on  his  knees  in  great 
confusion  to  prevent  such  an  act,  but  the  car- 
dinal reminded  him  of  obedience,  and  Blessed 
Leonard  was  obliged  to  give  way,  and  permit  a 
dignitary  of  the  church,  clad  in  purple,  to  kiss 
his  feet,  to  the  great  edification  of  all  present. 
The  inhabitants  of  several  places  in  this  diocese 
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desired  to  hear  him,  but  the  Florentines  having 
entreated  him  to  give  them  another  mission,  he 
felt  obliged  to  go  there  in  December. 

Great  was  the  inconvenience  he  endured  in  con- 
sequence of  the  snow  and  rain,  which  fell  in  tor- 
rents ;  added  to  which  he  never  carried  any  provi- 
sions with  him  in  travelling,  but  always  set  off  fast- 
ing in  the  morning,  trusting  in  Divine  Providence, 
For  two  days  on  this  journey  they  were  in  ex- 
treme want.  Whenever  they  asked  alms  of  any 
one,  even  when  exhausted  with  hunger  and  fatigue, 
they  were  repulsed,  all  declaring  they  had  nothing 
to  give  them.  In  this  the  holy  man  rejoiced, 
and  he  called  on  his  companions  to  return 
thanks  with  him  to  God  for  having  made  them 
taste  the  fruits  of  poverty. 

He  reached  Florence  almost  worn  out  and  ex- 
hausted ;  however,  he  gave  the  mission  in  Decem- 
ber, in  the  church  of  S.  Niccolo,  whilst  it  lasted,  in 
order  that  the  country  people,  and  those  who  lived 
without  the  city  gates,  might  attend.  The  Prince 
of  Creon,  who  was  then  governor,  ordered  the  two 
gates  nearest  the  church  of  S.  Niccolo  to  be 
opened  before  break  of  day.  After  this  mission 
he  gave  one  in  the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo,  which, 
spacious  as  it  is,  could  not  contain  the  multitude. 
The  crowd  was  so  great  that  they  were  obliged  to 
have  a  guard  of  soldiers  at  the  doors,  and  in  the 
square.  It  happened  during  this  mission  that  one 
day  when  he  was  preaching  on  obstinate  sinners, 
all  present  burst  into  most  excessive  grief,  weep- 
ing, and  calling  on  God  for  mercy.  The  holy 
man,  as  his  voice  could  no  longer  be  heard  for 
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the  greatness  of  the  noise,  took  his  crucifix  in  his 
hand,  and  held  it  up ;  at  this  the  lamentations  in- 
creased. It  pleased  the  Almighty,  in  order  to 
give  efficacy  to  the  voice  of  His  servant,  to  cause 
globes  of  fire  to  appear  in  the  church,  which 
frightened  and  touched  with  compunction  the  most 
hardened  sinner.  The  priests  were  obliged  to  go 
into  the  confessional  that  evening,  and  remain 
there  the  greater  part  of  the  night  to  hear  the 
confessions  of  numbers  who  were  afraid  to  leave 
the  church  as  they  had  entered  it,  with  their  con- 
sciences  burthened  with  sin.  After  he  had  ended 
this  mission  he  retired  to  the  retreat  of  S.  Maria 
dell*  Incontro,  to  go  through  his  spiritual  exer- 
cises, acquire  renewed, fervour,  and  gain  strength; 
and  from  thence  he  went  to  preach  in  Pesaro  Fano, 
Fossombroni,  Camerino,  and  other  places.  In  Came- 
rino  there  had  been  for  some  time  much  enmity 
and  discord  amongst  the  people,  but  Blessed  Leo- 
nard succeeded  in  restoring  peace  and  unity,  and 
left  them  all  reconciled  and  in  peace  one  with 
another.  From  this  place  he  went  to  give  a  mis- 
sion in  the  cathedral  of  Assisi  with  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction,  as  it  was  the  birth-place  of  the 
sevaphic  S.  Francis,  and  also  because  the  people 
were  most  eager  to  hear  him,  standing  at  the  doors 
of  the  church  all  night,  although  it  was  Novem- 
ber, waiting  until  they  were  opened,  to  secure 
places.  From  Assisi  he  went  to  Rieti,  where 
a  proud  lady  lived,  who  on  hearing  that  he  was 
coming,  determined  not  to  attend  the  mission,  and 
retired  with  a  companion  to  her  country  house. 
The  same  evening  that  the  mission  was  begun  the 
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house  took  fire,  and  was  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  she 
only  escaped  with  her  life,  and  returned  to  Rieti. 
On  being  informed  that  the  missionary  had  in- 
duced the  people  not  to  celebrate  the  carnival 
that  year,  without  heeding  the  remonstrances 
of  her  friends,  who  reminded  her  of  the  danger 
she  had  just  escaped,  she  set  off  for  Rome,  to 
enjoy  the  amusement  of  the  carnival  there. 
Almighty  God,  however,  willed  that  the  exhor- 
tations of  His  servant  should  be  heard ;  and  as  the 
first  warning  was  disregarded,  it  was  decreed  she 
should  suddenly  be  deprived  of  life.  One  evening 
when  she  was  at  a  ball,  gaily  attired,  she  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  spasms,  and  died  in  a  moment, 
in  the  presence  of  her  mother,  whose  vanity 
and  folly  even  exceeded  that  of  the  daughter. 
Amongst  many  conversions  in  this  place,  the 
most  wonderful  was  that  of  Ginevra  Leone,  who 
had  been  dissuaded  by  her  mother  from  embrac- 
ing the  religious  life,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
was  married  to  a  lawyer,  very  unequal  in  age 
and  disposition,  for  she  was  -lively,  joyous,  and 
fond  of  amusement,  and  he  grave,  austere,  and 
melancholy,  which  gave  rise  to  disunion  aud  quar- 
rels; she  had  parties  at  her  house  constantly, 
although  discountenanced  by  her  husband,  who 
resented  her  conduct  severely.  This  state  of 
affairs  went  on  for  five  years,  when  Blessed  Leo- 
nard came  to  Rieti  to  preach  penance.  The  even- 
ing before  the  mission  was  begun  Ginevra  had  a 
party  at  home,  and  the  conversation  turned  on 
that  subject.  One  of  the  visitors  said  that  Blessed 
Leonard  had  with  his  threats  turned  the  brain  of 
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more  than  one  woman,  and  advised  all  present  not 
to  attend  the  mission.  Another  said  she  wondered 
what  had  brought  him  there,  for  the  missions  were 
intended  for  remote  places,  and  not  for  large 
towns,  where  everything  was  known  necessary  for 
salvation.  Notwithstanding  all  this  bad  advice, 
Ginevra  made  np  her  mind  to  hear  the  man  of 
God  ;  but  when  she  was  preparing  to  go  out  in 
the  morning  it  began  to  rain,  and  she  to  hesitate, 
when  a  friend  ventured  to  remind  her  that  the 
rain  never  prevented  her  going  to  balls  and  the 
theatre,  therefore  a  slight  shower  of  rain  ought 
not  to  deter  her  attending  the  mission,  on  which 
perhaps  her  eternal  salvation  depended.  She 
went,  and  continued  to  attend  all  the  remaining 
days.  One  evening  the  sermon  was  on  death,  and 
the  missionary  described  in  the  most  impressive 
manner  the  state  of  a  dying  man  ;  he  carried  his 
hearers  in  imagination  to  a  death-bed  scene  where 
the  dying  man  was  lying  with  the  crucifix  clasped 
in  his  hands,  the  tapers  burning,  the  priest  by  his 
side,  and  the  devil  Covering  near,  and  all  his  sins 
in  array  before  him.  Ginevra  instantly  felt  an  in- 
ward conviction  of  all  her  transgressions,  and  re- 
solved from  that  moment  to  change  her  mode  of 
life.  Returning  home  she  began  the  work  of  re- 
formation, and  her  husband  dying  soon  after  this, 
she  assumed  the  habit  of  the  third  order  of  S. 
Francis,  in  which,  after  leading  a  most  exemplary 
and  austere  life,  she  passed  to  a  better  world,  in 
1749. 

From  Rieti  Blessed  Leonard  proceeded  to  give 
missions  in  Corneto  and  Toscanella.   At  the  last 
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sermon  he  preached  in  Corneto,  he  fainted  in  the 
pulpit  from  exhaustion ;  he  was  carried  into  the 
air,  and  having  rallied  again,  resumed,  and  finished 
his  sermon  with  his  usual  fervour  and  eloquence,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  congregation,  who  thought 
him  dead.  The  next  place  in  which  he  preached 
was  Ascoli,  and  one  day  when  he  was  preaching 
on  the  holy  name  of  Jesus,  a  dove  was  seen  flying 
about  and  over  his  head  the  whole  time,  and 
disappeared  as  soon  as  the  sermon  was  ended, 
and  it  was  generally  believed  that  the  Holy  Spirit, 
in  that  form,  had  made  it  manifest  that  He  as- 
sisted the  man  of  God,  and  gave  force  and  efficacy 
to  his  words.  When  he  was  preaching  in  the 
Piazza,  three  marble  pillars  in  front  of  the  church, 
beneath  which  a  number  of  people  were  standing, 
slipped  from  the  capitals,  and  if  they  had  fallen, 
would  have  caused  many  deaths,  but,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all,  they  remained  suspended  in 
air,  and  no  one  was  injured.  From  Ascoli  he 
went  through  various  dioceses  in  the  Marca, 
amongst  others,  Marcerata,  Osimo,  and  Ancona, 
and  in  the  last  mentioned  town,  the  image  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  which  he  always  carried  with  him 
on  his  missions,  was  exposed,  with  a  hundred  and 
thirty  candles  burning  before  it,  and  although 
they  were  lighted  many  times  during  the  day, 
they  diminished  so  little,  that  only  the  weight 
of  six  pounds  of  wax  was^  consumed,  which  was 
what  had  been  given  us  as  alms  by  a  benefactor. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

FROM  THE  MARC  A.  BLESSED  LEONARD  RETURNS  TO  GIVE 
A  MISSION  NEAR  ROME,  AND  VISITS  SOME  PLACES  IN 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  NAPLES. 

Whilst  this  indefatigable  labourer  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard  was  toiling  for  the  salvation  of  souls  in 
various  dioceses  in  the  Marca  of  Ancona,  he  re- 
ceived an  order  to  go  and  preach  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Rome,  which  he  hastened  to  obey.  He 
went  through  the  dioceses  of  Tivoli,  Veroli,  and 
Fondi,  preaching  with  wonderful  force  and  zeal ;  he 
destroyed  vice,  and  turned  many  sinners  from  the 
way  of  perdition  to  that  of  salvation.  From 
Fondi  he  was  sent  to  San  Germano,  a  town 
subject  to  the  abbot  of  Monte  Casino ;  he  went 
there  most  willingly,  fully  persuaded  of  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  people,  and  with  a  strong 
desire  to  improve  them.  He  arrived  there  in 
January,  1740,  and  would  have  begun  the  mission 
the  same  day,  if  the  abbot,  who  saw  how  ex- 
hausted and  weary  he  was  with  his  journey,  had 
not  desired  him  to  rest  for  two  days;  he 
obeyed,  and  after  that  began  the  mission  with  his 
accustomed  fervour  and  zeal,  by  means  of  which 
he  effected  much  spiritual  benefit  for  the  people, 
who  were  at  first  much  opposed  to  him,  as  will 
be  shown  by  the  following  fact. 

Amongst  the  many  ingenious  ways  which 
Blessed  Leonard  made  use  of  to  rouse  sinners 
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from  the  lethargy  of  sin,  and  bring  them  to 
penance,  was  that  of  causing  the  great  bell  of  the 
church  to  be  rung  during  the  mission,  at  one  hour 
after  the  evening  Ave,  in  order  that  the  people 
might  say  three  Pater  nosters,  and  three  Aves, 
and  to  make  them  reflect  that  this  bell  was 
rung  for  them,  to  touch  their  hearts,  and  con- 
vert them  to  God.  In  San  Germano,  where  the 
custom  was  established,  there  were  many,  who, 
from  their  station  in  life,  ought  to  have  pro- 
moted the  mission,  were  quite  opposed.to  it,  and 
spoke  against  the  good  missionary,  saying  that  he 
intended  to  frighten  them  with  the  sound  of  a 
bell.  But  the  Almighty,  who  on  so  many  other 
occasions  had  mercifully  defended  His  minister 
and  faithful  servant,  came  to  his  aid  in  the 
present  instance.  The  sacristan  of  the  cathedral 
was  not  able  to  ring  the  bell  without  assistance, 
and  had,  at  the  appointed  hour,  brought  some 
men  to  assist  him ;  but  when  they  entered  the 
belfry,  they  discovered  that  the  rope  was  short- 
ened, so  that  they  could  not  reach  it,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  heard  the. bell  ringing  loudly.  They 
could  only  conjecture  that  some  person  was  in 
the  belfry,  and  had  drawn  the  rope  up,  but  they 
knew  the  church  doors  were  locked,  and  wondered 
how  any  one  could  have  entered.  The  bell  still 
continued  ringing,  and  they  began  to  call  out 
that  that  was  enough,  the  bell  would  be  broken, 
but  as  it  still  went  on,  the  sacristan  lighted  a 
candle,  and  with  his  companions,  went  up  into  the 
belfry,  when,  to  their  utter  amazement,  they 
discovered  that  no  one  was  there,  and  the  bell  was 
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ringing  of  itself,  or  rather,  was  moved  by  an 
invisible,  supernatural  power.  They  gazed  in 
fear  and  astonishment  for  some  time,  and  at 
length  tried  to  stop  it,  they  did  this  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, for  the  rope  had  slipped  away,  so  that 
they  were  unable  to  reach  it,  and  without  it  they 
could  hardly  move  the  bell,  it  was  so  large 
and  heavy.  A  clear  statement  of  this  was 
given  in  writing,  and  duly  attested,  and  was 
sent  to  be  the  means  of  reforming  those  who  had 
opposed  the  mission,  and  cause  them  to  return 
thanks  to  God  for  sending  them  so  zealous  a 
missionary. 

From  S.  Germano  he  passed  to  Nocera,  from 
thence  to  Gubbio,  where  the  bishop,  not  being 
able  to  conduct  the  solemn  procession  of  the 
Feast  of  Corpus  Domini,  desired  Blessed  Leonard 
to  undertake  it.  He  at  first  refused  with  great 
humility  so  great  an  honour,  but  the  clergy 
entreated  him  so  earnestly,  that  he  felt  obliged 
to  consent,  and  carried  the  Blessed  Sacrament 
through  the  town,  assisted  by  the  same  priests 
as  would  have  gone  with  the  bishop,  and  with 
the  same  pomp  as  if  he  had  led  the  procession. 
The  meek  and  modest  deportment  of  the  servant 
of  God,  so  mortified,  even  externally,  caused  great 
compunction  in  these  people,  and  they  held  him 
in  such  high  esteem,  that  many  of  high  rank 
assumed  the  habit  of  pilgrims,  and  followed  him 
on  foot  to  different  places  where  he  gave  missions, 
in  the  diocese  of  Camerino,  S.  Severino,  Ferrao, 
and  Loreto.  At  San  Severino  the  bishop,  on  pre- 
senting the  crucifix  to  him  at  the  beginning  of 
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the  mission,  took  the  occasion  to  play  on  his  name, 
telling  him  that  he  was  a  lion,  fighting  against 
the  powers  of  darkness,  and  desired  him  to  roar 
loudly  to  save  his  people.  And  roar,  in  fact,  he 
did,  with  so  loud  a  voice  that  he  banished  sin,  and 
effected  a  perfect  reformation. 

It  happened  during  this  mission,  that  a  poor 
woman,  desiring  to  hear  the  religious  instructions, 
left  her  child,  about  two  years  old,  sleeping  in  its 
cradle,  and  recommending  it  to  the  Holy  Virgin, 
went  to  the  church.  When  she  returned  the 
child  was  missing,  and  in  great  distress  she  set 
forth  in  search  for  him,  and  presently  found  that 
he  had  thrown  himself  from  a  window  two  sto- 
ries high,  but  remained  suspended  in  air  by  his 
swathing  bands,  without  having  sustained  the 
least  injury. 

From  Loreto  he  went  to  Rome,  and  having 
kissed  the  feet  of  the  holy  Pontiff  Benedict  XIV., 
who  had  been  elected  two  months  before,  he 
humbly  eutreated  him  to  say  if  he  thought  it 
was  the  will  of  God  that  he  should  be  employed 
in  giving  missions,  or  if  it  was  better  for  him  to 
retire  to  his  monastery,  and  think  of  his  own 
soul,  and  prepare  for  death.  The  holy  Pontiff 
replied  that  it  was  clearly  the  will  of  God  that 
he  should  be  employed  in  giving  missions  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and,  like  a  brave  soldier, 
die  with  his  sword  in  his  hand,  fighting  against 
the  powers  of  darkness.  This  prediction  was 
verified  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  we  shall  see. 
His  Holiness  then  intimated  that  he  was  going 
to  proclaim  the  Jubilee,  granted  as  usual  in  the 
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first  year  of  his  pontificate,  and  that  he  should 
appoint  him  to  give  missions  in  five  churches  in 
Rome,  viz.,  the  SS.  Apostoli,  S  Carlo  al 
Corso,  Santa  Maria  in  Trastevere,  S.  Pietro  in  Vin- 
coli,  and  S.  Giovanni  dei  Fiorentini.  Having  re- 
ceived this  order,  he  retired  to  his  convent  of 
S.  Buonaventura,  to  gain  renewed  ardour  and 
heavenly  graces  for  the  recommencement  of  his 
duties.  On  the  13th  of  November,  1740,  he  be- 
gan the  mission  in  the  church  of  the  Apostles, 
and  having  finished  that,  he  gave  in  succession 
the  appointed  missions  in  all  the  other  churches, 
which  were  attended  by  an  immense  concourse 
of  people  in  every  grade  of  life,  and  many  were 
converted.  In  the  church  of  S.  Carlo  alone  he 
reformed  ten  women  of  bad  character,  whom  he 
afterwards  placed  in  the  Conservatorio.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1741,  he  went  to  Terracina,  and  the  follow- 
ing letter,  written  on  the  24th  of  January  by 
Monsignor  Oldi,  bishop  of  that  diocese,  to  the 
father-guardian  of  S.  Buonaventura  in  Rome,  will 
give  3ome  idea  of  the  good  he  did  there : 

"  The  mission  intended  for  the  greater  glory 
of  God  is  ended  in  this  town,  and  with  extraor- 
dinary success ;  in  the  memory  of  man  nothing 
like  it  has  ever  taken  place,  not  only  because  it  has 
been  so  well  attended,  but  for  the  sincere  compunc- 
tion all  have  felt  for  their  sins,  and  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  applied  all  that  was  said,  each  indi- 
vidually to  himself,  with  fear  and  remorse ;  they 
made  general  confessions,  reconciliations,  and  re- 
stitutions. When  he  departed  they  fired  the  guns 
of  the  fortress  as  if  for  some  illustrious  person,  and 
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be  had  left  behind  him  the  fame  of  being  a  most 
devoted  servant  of  God.  He  is  universally  re- 
puted to  be  a  saint,  and  such  I  hold  him  to  be. 
Twice  I  have  obliged  him  to  bless  me,  in  the 
presence  of  his  companions.  Would  your  rever- 
ence keep  my  letter,  as  we  cannot  tell  what  God 
may  have  destined  in  after  times  for  one  on  whom 
He  has  bestowed  so  great  gifts/' 

From  Terracina  he  was  sent  by  Benedict  XIV. 
to  Gaeta,  a  place  where  he  had  for  a  long 
time  been  desired  to  visit;  however,  the  peo- 
ple were  much  displeased  that  the  time  fixed 
for  giving  a  mission  should  be  when  they  were 
making  preparations  for  the  Carnival,  as  all 
would  be  thrown  away,  and  a  useless  expendi- 
ture have  been  incurred.  They  were  very  much 
opposed  to  it,  but  the  good  missionary,  unwilling 
that  the  devil  should  get  possession  of  them  entirely, 
told  them  he  had  not  come  to  interfere  with  their 
amusements,  but  only  to  beg  they  would  attend 
the  sermons;  with  this  assurance  he  quieted  them, 
and  began  the  mission.  From  the  first  day  the 
attendance  was  most  numerous,  the  crowd  was 
so  great  that  it  became  necessary  to  place  a 
guard  of  soldiers  in  the  church  and  around  the 
confessionals,  and  also  before  the  house  where 
the  missionaries  lodged,  to  prevent  any  disorder 
which  so  great  a  concourse  might  cause.  Three 
days  after  the  missions  commenced,  the  officers 
gave  out  a  play,  and  sent  invitations  to  all  the 
gentry  in  the  town.  As,  however,  three  only  were 
accepted,  they  abandoned  the  theatre  and  carni- 
val, and  gave  themselves  up  to  religious  exercises 
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and  hearing  sermons.  One  of  the  officers  went  in 
great  humility  to  call  on  Blessed  Leonard,  to 
entreat  his  forgiveness  on  the  part  of  the  others 
for  having  opposed  that  which  was  manifestly  the 
work  of  God ;  one,  however,  remained  deaf  to 
the  Divine  call,  and  determined  to  remain  in  sin, 
for  which  he  was  punished,  and  made  an  example 
to  every  one  in  the  town.  When  he  was  preach- 
ing on  the  miserable  state  of  a  hardened  sinner, 
Blessed  Leonard,  inflamed  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary fervour,  uttered  these  words :  "  My  heart 
tells  me  that  there  is  here  one  amongst  us  who 
is  a  hardened  sinner,  if  he  does  not  repent  and 
reform,  all  is  over  with  him.  This  very  night 
the  punishment  will  fall  on  him."  The  hardened 
sinner  in  fact  was  present,  he  was  one  who  for 
some  time  had  caused  great  scandal  by  his  evil 
ways,  from  which  not  even  the  admonitions  of 
the  bishop  had  induced  him  to  turn.  Whilst  he 
was  at  supper  the  same  evening,  he  was  suddenly 
seized  with  sickness,  and  died  without  the  rites 
of  the  Church  ;  his  body  instantly  became  so 
black  and  deformed,  that  it  was  fearful  to  behold. 
This  event  caused  great  consternation  in  the 
town,  and  the  fame  of  the  good  missionary  was 
higher  than  ever.  In  a  sermon  on  the  devotion 
to  our  Blessed  Lady,  he  recommended  every  one 
to  forgive  offences,  and  be  reconciled  to  their 
neighbours.  The  mayor  of  the  town,  having  for 
some  time  refused  to  salute  with  reverence  his 
bishop,  in  consequence  of  the  earnest  exhortations 
of  the  servant  of  God,  went  in  the  presence  of 
all,  and  kneeling,  kissed  the  hand  of  the  prelate 
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when  he  was  assisting  at  the  mission.  The  bishop 
and  all  the  officiating  priests  requested  Blessed 
Leonard  after  he  had  ended  the  mission  to  remain 
there  to  give  them  some  spiritual  exercises,  but  as 
he  could  not  comply  with  their  request,  they  were 
obliged  to  content  themselves  with  the  benefit 
they  had  gained  from  his  sermons.  Archdeacon 
Conca,  in  a  letter  written  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1744,  thus  described  it  to  the  bishop  of  Terracina: 
"You  can  form  no  idea  of  the  abundant  fruits 
gathered  by  means  of  the  missions  of  the  holy 
man,  Father  Leonard  of  Port  Maurice,  he  has 
truely  sanctified  the  town  of  Gaeta.  Every  one 
felt  during  the  mission  an  especial  assistance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  was  moved  by  a  zeal  truly 
apostolic ;  so  great  was  the  esteem  and  veneration 
for  the  good  missionary,  that  the  crowd  assem- 
bled to  hear  him  was  so  great,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  a  guard  at  the  church  door,  many 
people  were  carried  out  fainting,  and  his  leaving 
them  was  universally  regretted.  I  shall  not  now 
enlarge  on  the  subject,  but  reserve  all  further 
particulars  till  we  meet." 

Blessed  Leonard  left  Gaeta  for  Rome  on  the 
17th  of  February,  where  he  remained  during  Lent 
and  Holy  Week,  and  gave  the  spiritual  exercises 
as  formerly,  in  the  Rospigliosi  palace,  to  the 
great  edification  of  all  who  attended,  especially 
the  nobles.  After  Easter  he  went  to  teach  in 
the  diocese  of  Terracina  for  the  second  time, 
from  whence  he  passed  to  Pontecorvo,  and  other 
places,  and  when  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Cavi, 
a  town  in  the  diocese  of  Palestrina,  they  gave 


Digitized  by  Google 


96 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


him  an  image  of  the  Madonna  holding  in  her 
a$ms  her  divine  Son.  The  pious  missionary  was 
much  gratified  with  this  gift,  and  admired  it  so 
much,  that  he  gave  it  the  name  of  the  "  Madonna 
del'  belF  amore,"  and  always  carried  it  with  him 
on  his  missions.  So  great  was  the  fatigue  en- 
dured by  this  indefatigable  labourer,  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls  in  the 
campagna  of  Rome,  that  whilst  he  was  preach- 
ing his  first  sermon  in  Bocchignano,  his  strength 
was  quite  exhausted,  and  he  fell  fainting  in  the 
pulpit,  from  whence  he  was  carried  into  the 
nearest  house,  and  his  life  was  despaired  of,  but 
on  recovering  from  the  fainting-fit,  he  intimated 
his  intention  of  preaching  the  following  day, 
which  he  did,  and  on  ascending  the  pulpit  he 
began  with  these  words :  "  My  flesh  was  weak 
yesterday,  and  I  fell  to  the  ground,  therefore,  I 
must  chastise  it,  in  order  that  I  may  not  fail 
again."  That  he  made  light  of  these  fainting- 
fits, frequently  occasioned  by  the  great  fatigue, 
will  be  seen  on  several  occasions,  and  especially 
in  Civita  ducale,  where  he  opened  the  mission 
the  same  evening  on  which  he  arrived,  wearied 
and  exhausted  with  a  long  journey  made,  as  usual, 
barefoot,  but  before  he  had  half  finished  his  sermon, 
his  voice  failed,  and  he  was  obliged  to  sit  down 
half  dead.  Every  one  present  thought  that  the 
function  would  end  thus ;  however,  he  recovered 
a  little,  and  resumed  his  discourse  with  so  much 
Energy,  that  he  astonished  every  one,  and  placing 
a  crown  of  thorns  on  his  head,  and  a  chain  round 
his  neck,  took  a  discipline  into  his  hand,  and  would 
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have  scourged  himself  if  the  vicar-general  had  not, 
ascending  the  platform,  compelled  him  to  lay  it 
aside.  These  are  the  kind  of  restoratives  which 
he  used  for  his  body,  which,  like  S.  Francis, 
he  used  to  call  his  beast  of  burden,  and  he  treated 
it  as  such  in  his  journeys  and  labours. 

After  this  he  went  to  give  a  mission  in  the  town 
of  Rieti,  and  on  the  same  day,  the  8th  of  June, 
1742,  they  brought  to  him  a  woman  possessed, 
and.  the  evil  spirit,  speaking  in  her,  declared 
that  he  had  used  every  effort  to  destroy  the 
effects  of  his  ministry.  In  fact,  some  extraor- 
dinary accident  had  happened  every  day,  con- 
trived by  the  common  enemy  to  prevent  many 
attending  the  mission.  When  he  was  preaching 
the  first  sermon,  a  cat,  which  was  believed  to  be 
the  devil  under  that  form,  leaped  from  a  high 
window  on  the  head  of  a  nun,  who,  belonging  to 
an  uncloistered  order,  was  out  of  her  convent,  and 
pulled  off  her  veil,  which  caused  much  talking 
and  confusion  amongst  the  people.  One  day 
some  bricks  fell  from  the  church,  on  another  an 
iron  bar,  but  all  escaped  unhurt,  though  they  were 
so  crowded  together ;  and  on  another  occasion, 
when  he  was  giving  instructions  in  the  Piazza, 
two  bullocks,  drawing  a  cart,  ran  away  into 
the  midst  of  the  crowd,  causing  great  alarm 
and  confusion ;  however,  no  one  sustained  the 
least  injury,  but  during  all  this  the  poor  wo- 
man possessed  laughed,  and  the  devil  within 
her  boasted  of  having  caused  all  this  confusion, 
and  declared  his  intention  of  causing  still  more. 
Blessed  Leonard  was  desired  to  command  her  to 
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cease  from  doing  any  more  mischief,  and  having 
done  so,  he  was  allowed  to  finish  the  mission  in 
peace.  Amongst  many  other  good  works  which 
he  performed  in  Rieti  for  the  glory  of  God,  was 
that  of  undertaking  the  defence  of  some  priests 
who  had  suffered  persecution  for  the  sole  cause 
of  having  formed  a  society  composed  of  priests 
and  clerics,  each  of  whom  was  to  be  employed, 
according  to  his  capacity,  in  promoting  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  they  were  to 
catechize  the  children,  instruct  prisoners,  visit 
the  sick,  and  labour  to  reform  those  who  had 
gone  astray.  At  an  hour  appointed  they  were 
to  meet  in  each  others'  house  by  turns,  and  after 
reading  a  chapter  from  some  pious  book,  and 
holding  a  conference,  they  were  to  finish  with 
holy  meditation.  This  society  was  formed  of 
sixty  persons,  who  besides  the  great  gain  to 
their  own  souls,  were  the  means  of  leading  others 
in  the  way  of  holiness,  which  excited  the  envy 
of  the  devil,  who  raised  a  storm  of  discord 
amongst  the  clergy.  Suspicions  arose  against 
them ;  public  censure  and  discontent  prevailed 
in  the  town.  They  were  accused  of  ignorance, 
rashness,  and  presumption,  and  there  were  even 
some  who  treated  them  as  sectarians  and  lovers 
of  novelty.  Monsignor  Camarda,  then  bishop 
of  Rieti,  being  informed  of  all  this,  was  deter- 
mined to  silence  the  slanderers,  and  make  secure 
the  peace  and  honour  of  these  holy  men,  and 
gave  orders  that  the  conference  and  every  other 
function  should  be  held  no  longer  in  private 
houses,  but  in  the  church.    But  although  the 
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learned  prelate  attended  these  public  meetings 
several  times,  as  did  also  many  well  known  eccle- 
siastics, the  discontent  and  whispering  did  not 
cease,  but  increased  every  day,  so  that  the  mem- 
bers, fearing  violence  and  danger  to  themselves  ; 
thought  of  giving  up  the  association.  About 
this  time  Blessed  Leonard  was  giving  a  mission 
in  Civita  ducale,  four  miles  distant  from  Rieti, 
and  being  informed  of  what  was  going  on  there, 
he  sent  a  messenger  to  the  clergy  to  entreat  them 
not  to  abandon  their  pious  association  and  the 
good  they  had  begun.  A  few  days  afterwards 
he  went  to  preach  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rieti, 
when  he  took  the  opportunity  of  praising,  both 
in  public  and  privately,  the  above-mentioned 
priests,  declared  that  he  intended  to  employ 
them  in  the  mission,  and  exhorted  all  present  to 
attend  their  holy  exercises,  and  bestowed  on  them 
the  title  of  the  congregation  of  the  "  Amanti  di 
Dio."  In  concluding  the  mission  he  suggested  the 
attendance  at  the  exercises  of  the  confraternity  as 
one  of  the  means  of  deriving  advantage  from  it, 
and  persevering  towards  perfection.  This  was 
quite  sufficient  to  quiet  the  tumult  and  silence  the 
detractors,  and  they  very  soon  saw  those  whom 
they  had  slandered  and  condemned  recommence 
their  labours  with  so  much  profit  that  they 
became  constant  in  their  attendance  at  all  their 
pious  exercises.  The  confraternity  was  so  firmly 
established,  that  the  bishop,  feeling  confident  of 
the  great  advantage  resulting  from  it,  obtained 
the  pope's  brief  for  them,  erecting  them  into 
a  congregation  of  secular  priests,  under  the  title 
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of  the  "Amanti  di  Dio,"  and  gave  them  a 
church  in  the  town,  where,  by  their  daily  min- 
istrations in  the  confessional,  continued  preach- 
ing  of  the  Divine  word,  and  other  pious  prac- 
tices, they  opened  to  the  people  of  Rieti  and 
other  places  in  the  neighbourhood  a  school  in 
which  to  learn  the  way  of  salvation  and  the 
holy  fear  of  God.  The  Bishop,  to  make  known 
the  obligation  he  felt  for  the  support  he  had  given 
them  by  his  zeal,  spoke  of  Blessed  Leonard  in 
the  following  words :  a  All  who  have  enjoyed  these 
means  of  salvation  ought,  after  God,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  they  owe  very  much  to  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, for  having  supported  this  good  work  when 
it  was  in  danger  of  being  destroyed."  He  after- 
wards gave  missions  in  several  places  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Rieti  and  the  abbacy  of  S.  Salvatore  Mag- 
giore.  When  he  was  preaching  in  Belmonte,  the 
Blessed  Virgin  testified  in  a  singular  and  sensible 
manner  how  pleased  she  was  with  this  faithful 
servant,  for  honouring,  and  leading  others  to  ve- 
nerate her  by  solemnly  exposing  her  image  to 
the  people.  During  the  last  sermon,  when  the 
image  was  carried  in  procession,  a  star  was  seen 
shining  over  the  stand  on  which  the  sacred 
image  was,  to  the  great  wonder  and  admiration 
of  all  who  beheld  it.  From  Belmonte  he  went  to 
Riofreddo,  a  place  in  the  diocese  of  Tivoli,  and 
whilst  he  was  labouring  there  for  the  greater  glory 
of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  he  received  an 
order  to  go  to  Rome,  where  the  Pope  wished  him 
to  renew  the  missions.  Therefore  in  November, 
1743,  he  repaired  to  that  capital,  and  began  his 
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labours  with  admirable  zeal  and  energy,  first  in 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  which  mission 
was  attended  by  many  of  the  cardinals,  and  even 
the  Pope  himself,  and  afterwards  in  the  church  of 
S.  Lorenzo.  At  this  time  he  attended  the  death- 
bed of  the  Marchese  Vincenzo  Nunez,  who  having 
made  to  him  his  general  confession,  entreated  him 
to  remain  and  assist  him  in  his  last  fearful  strug- 
gle. The  servant  of  God  willingly  complied  with 
this  request,  and  when  the  dying  man  faintly  said, 
"Father  Leonard,  I  consign  my  soul  into  thy 
hands,"  "and  I,"  said  he,  "consign  it  into  the 
hands  of  God,"  he  rendered  his  soul  to  his  Creator 
with  meekness  and  resignation. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  IS  SENT  TO  GIVE  A  MISSION  IN  GENOA, 
AND  FROM  THENCE  TO  LUCCA  AND  PISTOJA,  AND 
AFTERWARDS  TO  THE  ISLAND  OF  CORSICA. 

The  inhabitants  of  Genoa  had  for  some  time 
wished  that  Blessed  Leonard  would  give  a  mission 
there,  and  having  received  orders  he  went  from 
Rome  to  Florence,  and  from  thence  to  Leghorn, 
where  he  embarked  for  Genoa.  Great  was  the 
joy  of  these  citizens  on  seeing  him,  for  they  had 
impatiently  expected  his  arrival.  The  day  follow- 
ing, which  was  Sunday,  he  was  requested  by  the 
father  superior  of  the  convent  of  the  Riformati  to 
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preach  in  their  church,  and  the  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant  of  God,  although  he  would  willingly 
have  remained  in  private  for  some  days,  consented 
to  give  them  a  sermon.  Scarcely  was  it  known  in 
the  town  .that  Blessed  Leonard  was  to  preach, 
when  such  a  multitude  assembled,  that  even  the 
church,  spacious  as  it  is,  was  filled  to  excess,  the 
conveut  and  the  Quadrangle  were  also  crowded  with 
people  to  hear,  as  they  said,  an  apostle  preach. 
He  ascended  the  pulpit,  and  spoke  of  mortal  sin 
in  a  tone  of  voice  and  fervour  of  spirit,  that  even 
at  the  beginning  of  his  sermon  lamentations  and 
weeping  were  heard,  and  great  signs  of  compunc- 
tion were  seen  ;  towards  the  conclusion  one  might 
have  imagined  the  awful  day  of  judgment  had 
come.  To  prove  how  abundant  the  fruits  of  this 
sermon  were,  the  day  following  the  penitents  at 
the  confessional  were  so  numerous,  that  the 
priests  were  obliged  to  remain  there  all  day  hear- 
ing confessions.  The  bishop  hearing  of  his  fame 
and  extraordinary  zeal,  gave  him  full  power  to 
exercise  his  apostolical  ministry  in  all  the  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ponente.  In  one  of  these 
places  some  persons  were  found  who  opposed  the 
mission,  and  others  who  refused  to  attend  it,  but 
they  were  punished  by  Almighty  God.  A  person 
of  some  consequence  in  the  place  being  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  coming  of  the  missionary,  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  town  as  soon  as  he  should 
appear,  but  before  he  had  proceeded  far  on  his 
journey  he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm, 
accompanied  by  thunder  and  lightning,  which, 
however,  did  not  arrest  his  progress ;  and  as  he 
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was  passing  under  a  rock,  a  great  portion  of  it  be- 
came detached  and  fell  to  the  ground,  and  he  just 
escaped  being  buried  beneath  it.  Every  one  who 
heard  of  it  declared  it  was  a  manifest  warning 
from  Almighty  God.  A  woman  in  the  same  place, 
instead  of  going  to  attend  the  mission,  notwith- 
standing the  remonstrances  of  her  neighbours, 
went  to  work  in  the  fields.  When  the  storm  came 
on  she  ran  under  the  nearest  tree,  and  climbed  up 
one  of  the  branches,  but  hardly  had  she  done  so, 
when  she  found  herself  suddenly  thrown  to  the 
ground,  and  so  severely  hurt  that  she  did  not  re- 
cover for  some  time.  But  if  Blessed  Leonard  met 
with  opposition  in  this  place,  it  was  very  different 
in  Port  Maurice  ;  the  people  rejoiced  to  see  once 
more  their  fellow-citizen,  from  whom  they  had  been 
separated  for  thirty-four  years,  and  received  him 
with  extraordinary  demonstrations  of  joy,  and 
arranged  everything  with  the  greatest  care,  so 
that  the  mission  should  be  properly  conducted, 
and  attended  all  the  services  with  the  most  perfect 
devotion.  When  he  was  about  to  leave  Port  Mau- 
rice for  Finale,  four  of  his  companions  whom  he 
had  brought  with  him  fell  sick,  and  during  their 
illness  ,  he  was  sent  to  give  a  mission  in  Genoa 
where  he  assembled  such  a  multitude  that  they 
were  obliged  to  raise  a  platform  at  the  door  of  the 
church  of  the  Riformati,  so  that  he  might  be  heard 
in  the  piazza  as  well  as  the  church,  both  of  which 
were  crowded  to  excess.  After  this  he  went  to 
preach  in  Bisagno,  where  it  was  computed  that 
more  than  a  hundred  thousand  were  assembled  to 
hear  him.  It  was  wonderful  to  behold  that  crowd. 
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No  sooner  bad  the  missionary  ascended  the  plat- 
form than  every  voice  was  silenced,  and  all  stood 
listening  with  the  greatest  attention.  For  a  pub. 
lie  and  lasting  memorial  of  the  mission  given  by 
Blessed  Leonard  in  Bisagno,  the  superior  of  the 
college  gave  orders  that  in  the  last  place  in  which 
he  preached  three  crosses  should  be  raised,  and  a 
Calvary  with  an  inscription,  made  of  small  black 
and  white  stones,  of  the  words  so  often  used  by  the 
servant  of  God,  "  Jesus,  my  mercy !"  And  as  the 
zealous  missionary,  in  preaching  on  the  holy  Name 
of  Jesus,  had  recommended  every  one  to  place  the 
sacred  monogram  of  the  Most  High  over  their 
doors,  they  had  a  very  large  one  made  of  marble, 
beautifully  carved,  and  in  letters  of  bronze  gilded 
the  holy  Name  of  Jesus,  and  that  of  Mary  His 
Mother,  and  on  the  feast  of  S.  John  the  Baptist  it 
was  placed  over  the  door  of  the  Monte  Reale,  and 
whilst  they  were  carrying  it  in  procession,  the  guns 
were  fired,  and  the  bells  of  all  the  churches  were 
rung.  The  heads  of  the  college  assisted  at  high 
mass  in  the  Metropolitan  church,  and  the  collect 
for  the  feast  of  the  holy  Name  of  Jesus  was  intro- 
duced in  the  mass,  as  also  in  all  the  churches  in 
Genoa,  by  order  of  the  archbishop.  An  order  was 
also  sent  to  all  cities  and  fortified  places  of  the 
Republic,  to  raise  the  monogram  of  Jesus  and 
Mary  over  their  gates. 

In  the  meantime  an  order  came  from  the  pope 
for  him  to  go  to  the  island  of  Corsica,  to  which 
place  he  proceeded  after  having  given  missions 
in  Lucca  and  Pistoja.  Whilst  he  was  giving  the 
missions  in  Vioreggio,  in  the  diocese  of  Lucca, 
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the  vessel  which  was  to  take  him  to  Corsica  was 
sent  from  Genoa,  and  cast  anchor  in  the  gulf 
of  Spezia ;  the  captain  sent  a  felucca  to  Vioreggio, 
in  which  he  embarked,  to  the  great  regret  of  ' 
the  inhabitants,  because  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  mission  half  finished  ;  and  from  Fortovenere 
in  May,  1744,  he  passed  to  the  island  of  Corsica. 
This  island  was  at  that  time  rent  with  revolu- 
tions, discord,  rivalry,  and  factions,  which  were 
the  cause  of  frequent  murders,  and  rendered  it 
a  scene  of  desolation  ;  and  all  this  arose  because 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  refused  to 
be  governed  by  the  republic  of  Genoa.  .At  so 
difficult  and  important  a  crisis,  Blessed  Leonard, 
fearless  of  danger,  and  ready  to  give  his  life  for 
the  salvation  of  souls,  persuaded  that  he  was 
doing  the  will  of  God,  declared  that  he  came 
authorised  by  the  Holy  Father,  and  only  desired 
the  peace  and  well-being  and  the  sanctification  of 
the  islanders,  telling  them  that  he  had  come  to 
give  a  mission,  and  would  very  soon  land  for 
that  purpose.  Ho  was  at  sea  two  days  and 
three  nights,  during  which  time  he  preached  to 
the  sailors  and  soldiers  on  board  the  vessel, 
of  whom  there  were  more  than  a  hundred,  and 
caused  them  to  feel  such  great  contrition,  that 
on  landing  all  made  a  general  confession.  They 
arrived  at  Bastia,  the  capital  of  the  island,  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  were  obliged  to 
wait  until  morning  to  land,  and  the  first  thing 
after  he  had  set  his  foot  on  shore,  Blessed  Leo- 
nard went  to  the  convent  of  the  Riformati,  and 
celebrated  mass,  after  which  he  called  on  the 
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governor,  with  whom  he  held  a  long  confer- 
ence concerning  the  mission  he  intended  to  give. 
The  inhabitants  of  Bastia,  who  held  him  already 
v  in  high  esteem,  the  fame  of  his  zeal  and  extra- 
ordinary holiness  having  reached  them,  made  a 
request  through  the  provincial  and  superior  of 
the  convent,  that  he  would  preach  to  them,  which 
he  easily  granted.  On  the  Feast  of  S.  Pasquale 
after  vespers,  the  governor  having  assembled  the 
members  of  the  senate,  and  most  of  the  nobility 
in  the  church,  the  holy  father  ascended  the 
pulpit  after  vespers,  and  preached  to  a  numerous 
congregation,  who  listened  with  breathless  atten- 
tion, and  many  faces  were  seen  bathed  in  tears. 
They  wished  him  to  give  the  mission  in  Bastia ; 
but  considering  all  the  circumstances,  the  gover- 
nor decided  that  it  was  better  he  should  go  first 
into  the  remote  parts  of  the  island,  and  after- 
wards  give  it  with  great  solemnity  in  the  capital. 
Therefore  having  received  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions, in  order  to  regulate  his  ministrations  pru- 
dently, he  set  off  for  the  diocese  of  Mariana. 
As  a  presage  of  what  he  was  to  suffer  afterwards, 
in  this  first  journey  he  became  so  weak  in  con- 
sequence of  fatigue  caused  by  the  rough  roads, 
which  had  been  torn  up  by  a  flood,  and  the  finding 
no  place  of  rest  by  the  way,  that  he  arrived  at  the 
convent  in  such  a  state  of  exhaustion  that  he  could 
scarcely  support  himself.  When  theji  heard  of  the 
arrival  of  the  missionary,  a  great  number  of  peo- 
ple assembled  to  see  him,  but  all  armed  with 
muskets,  swords,  and  pistols.  On  beholding  the 
people  thus  armed,  and  the  ruin  and  desolation 
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of  the  convent,  which  a  few  years  before  had 
been  burned  to  the  ground  in  a  war  with  the 
French,  he  felt  how  true  the  report  was  of  the 
ruin  and  severe  loss  to  the  island  caused  by 
disunion  and  discord,  and  without  loss  of  time 
gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  give  the  first 
mission  in  this  place ;  and  being  convinced  that 
the  prevailing  sins  were  hatred  and  revenge,  he 
began  his  sermon  by  inveighing  against  them.  In 
order  to  induce  these  poor  souls  to  lay  aside  all 
hatred  and  malice,  he  proposed  to  them  two  most 
efficacious  means ;  one  was  to  have  the  mono- 
gram of  the  most  holy  Name  of  Jesus  printed 
in  large  letters  on  a  board,  which  every  day  at 
the  end  of  each  sermon  he  should  hold  up  to 
them,  imploring  at  the  same  time  the  Divine 
Saviour  to  restore  peace  to  the  island,  he  also 
recommended  them  to  place  the  holy  monogram 
over  the  door  of  their  houses,  and  adore  itj,  every 
time  they  came  in  and  went  out,  saying,  "^^sus 
tB9  mercy,"  with  the  intention  of  renouncing  the 
sin  of  revenge.  The  other  means  he  adopted 
was  to  place  the  stations  of  the  cross  in  every 
church,  and  propose  to  every  one  who  attended 
this  pious  exercise  to  forgive  all  who  had  injured 
them,  in  imitation  of  our  Blessed  Lord,  and  to 
bear  all  injuries  for  the  love  of  Him.  So  effectual 
were  these  and  other  efforts  made  by  the  zealous 
missionary  to  obtain  what  he  so  ardently  desired, 
that  he  adopted  them  in  the  town  of  Mariana, 
where  there  were  many  living  in  open  warfare ; 
and  his  sermous  made  so  deep  an  impression, 
that  soon  there  was  an  end  to  all  hostilities ;  and 
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laying  aside  their  arms,  they  embraced  each 
other,  and  mutually  entreated  forgiveness.  All 
this  was  effected  so  quickly,  that  those  who  had 
been  mortal  enemies  for  many  years,  at  the  voice 
of  Blessed  Leonard  became  not  only  reconciled 
in  public,  but  ratified  the  peace  by  signing  a 
public  document. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  preaching  the  sermon  on 
the  devotion  to  our  Blessed  Lady,  it  happened  that 
some  men  from  the  mountains  passed  through  Mari- 
ana, all  armed  according  to  the  custom,  and  see- 
ing a  great  concourse  of  people,  they  inquired  why 
they  were  assembled.  They  were  informed  that 
a  mission  was  being  given,  when  they  became 
enraged,  and  raised  their  voices,  saying:  "Ah, 
this  is  the  way  we  are  treated  by  Genoese,  send- 
ing their  missionary  to  make  us  obey  them,  but 
we  will  have  no  Genoese  here."  Having  uttered 
these  words,  they  paused,  desiring  out  of  curio- 
sity to  hear  the  missionary,  who  by  this  time  had 
nearly  finished  his  sermon,  and  was  in  the  act 
of  putting  the  chain  round  his  neck,  asking  par- 
don of  the  people,  and  kissing  the  feet  of  the 
priests.  When  they  beheld  this  they  began  to 
feel  compunction,  their  rage  was  changed  into 
admiration,  they  declared  peace,  laid  aside  their 
arms,  and  throwing  themselves  at  the  feet  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  gave  public  demonstration  of 
their  compunction  and  desire  of  amendment. 
Having  heard  of  the  wonderful  success  of  the 
mission  in  Mariana,  where  peace  had  been  so 
happily  restored,  the  priests  of  Casacconi,  which 
was  in  revolt  and  in  arms,  desired  to  have  Blessed 
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Leonard  there ;  however  he  was  not  able  to  com- 
ply with  their  wish,  because  he  was  ordered  to 
Casinga,  but  he  sent  them  some  persons  called  there 
"Parolanti,"  to  treat  with  the  offending  party 
there,  and  assure  them  that  if  they  would  cease 
their  warfare  and  hostility  he  would  come  in  due 
time  and  give  them  a  mission.  They  promised  all 
that  Blessed  Leonard  required  of  them,  and  faith- 
fully kept  this  promise,  as  the  Oorsicans  are  wont 
to  do.  He  then  began  the  mission  in  the  parish 
of  Casinga,  which  was  attended  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  seven  other  neighbouring  parishes ;  the 
concourse  as  usual  was  so  great  that  he  was 
obliged  to  preach  in  the  Piazza,  when  all  were  so 
touched  with  compunction  that  they  waited  from 
morning  till  night  in  the  churches  to  go  to  con- 
fession; and  those  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
crowd,  could  not  approach  the  confessionals,  were 
much  disappointed,  and  returned  many  times, 
until  they  succeeded  in  unburdening  their  con- 
sciences. 

The  rivalry  and  enmity  which  had  prevailed  in 
this  parish  was  of  a  more  serious  nature,  and  of 
more  frequent  occurrence  than  our  missionary 
had  found  in  Mariana  ;  but  full  of  zeal,  with  the 
crucifix  in  his  hand,  he  addressed  them  in  so 
earnest  and  forcible  a  manner,  that  the  hardest 
hearts  were  softened,  and  bursting  into  tears,  they 
drew  near,  first  to  kiss  the  image  of  their  crucified 
Redeemer,  and  then  embracing  each  other,  they 
were  reconciled,  and  forgave  all  past  injuries.  It 
happened  in  this  place  that  when  the  man  of  God, 
in  one  of  his  sermons,  was  loudly  condemning 
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those  who  made  use  of  coarse  and  indecent 
language,  and  sang  immoral  songs,  a  countryman 
present  began  uttering  the  same  in  defiance, 
and  in  the  hearing  of  his  wife  and  some  other 
women,  who  reproved  him,  but  he  still  continued, 
and  jested  at  the  threatening  of  the  missionary, 
and  said  it  was  only  the  way  of  the  world.  He 
had  scarcely  uttered  the  words,  when  he  was 
seized  wtih  sudden  illness,  was  carried  home,  and 
died  very  soon  after,  without  the  sacraments. 
The  people  were  filled  with  horror,  and  the  esteem 
and  veneration  for  Blessed  Leonard  increased  so 
much,  that  all  desired  to  obey  and  fulfil  his 
utmost  wishes,  fearing  the  wrath  and  chastisement 
of  God.  Immediately  after  the  mission  in  this 
parish,  according  to  his  promise,  he  went  to  give 
one  at  Gasacconi,  where  he  found  that  discord 
and  enmity  had  reached  such  a  height,  that  it 
seemed  almost  impossible  to  restore  peace.  The 
sermons,  however,  were  very  well  attended,  and 
so  many  desired  to  go  to  confession,  that  the 
churches  could  not  contain  the  crowd,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  build  confessionals  outside,  and 
for  three  days  and  three  nights  an  immense  crowd 
surrounded  the  house  of  Blessed  Leonard,  prefer- 
ing  to  sleep  in  the  open  air,  rather  than  not 
confess  to  him.  But  for  all  this  he  failed  in 
restoring  peace  in  some  families,  and  much  did  it 
grieve  the  man  of  God  to  see  so  many  souls  in 
danger  of  being  lost  eternally  ;  for  it  is  frequently 
the  case  in  Corsica,  that  hatred  and  enmity 
becomes  a  party  thing,  spreading  through  a  whole 
class,  as  was  the  case  in  Casacconi,  where  seven 
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hundred  persons  were  divided  into  two  contend- 
ing parties.  The  last  day  of  the  mission  came, 
and  no  signs  of  reconciliation,  when  the  good 
missionary  ascended  the  platform,  and  after 
having  inveighed  in  the  strongest  terms  against 
this  revengeful,  vindictive  spirit,  he  turned 
towards  them  once  more,  and  declared  with 
Apostolic  freedom,  that  not  only  he  did  not 
intend  to  give  them  his  blessing,  but  even 
threatened  them  with  the  severe  chastisement 
of  God  if  they  refused  to  be  reconciled.  He 
remained  silent  for  some  time,  holding  the 
crucifix  in  his  hand,  intending  to  conclude  the 
mission,  when  there  was  a  sudden  movement  in 
the  crowd,  and  the  belligerents  presented  them- 
selves before  the  platform,  weeping  with  much 
contrition,  and  laying  aside  their  arms,  called  on 
each  other  to  be  reconciled,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  peace  for  the  future,  they  drew  up  and 
signed  a  solemn  treaty. 

A  young  man  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood, 
having  heard  that  a  great  number  of  people  had 
assembled  in  Casacconi,  went  there  with  the 
intention  of  finding  his  enemy,  and  murdering 
him,  as  he  afterwards  confessed,  and  for  the  end 
came  armed  into  the  midst  of  the  crowd,  to  give 
the  fatal  blow  in  the  presence  of  all.  When  he 
heard  the  missionary  preaching  agaiust  the  sin  of 
hatred  and  enmity,  he  became  impatient,  and 
cried  out  with  a  loud  voice:  "When  will  that 
monk  have  done  preaching  peace?"  He  had 
scarcely  uttered  the  words,  when  he  turned  quite 
black,  fell  down,  and  his  limbs  became  so  stiffened 
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that  he  could  not  move,  he  was  taken  up  and 
carried  into  a  room  in  the  convent,  near  where  i 
the  mission  was  held.    They  laid  him  on  a  bed,  ! 
and  Blessed  Leonard  went  to  his  assistance,  and 
so  skilfully  did  he  minister  to  the  miserable  man, 
that  he  was  soon  restored  to  health,  laid  aside  all 
enmity,  made  a  good  confession,  and  returned  j 
home  contented  and  full  of  joy.    The  success  of 
this  mission  was  proved  on  another  occasion.   A  | 
man  being  obliged  to  go  on  business  into  the  town  j 
where  it  was  given,  avoided  attending  it,  or  even  | 
going  within  sound  of  the  preacher's  voice,  fearing  l 
that  he  might  be  persuaded  to  forgive  his  enemies. 
One  of  his  sons  entreated  him  to  go  and  hear  the 
missionary,  if  only  once ;  but  obstinate  in  his 
determination  he  mounted  his  horse  and  set  off.  \ 
He  had  not  proceeded  far  when  he  was  seized 
with  violent  pain  and  vomiting,  and  was  carried  | 
to  the  convent,  where  those  around  him  used  j 
every  argument  to  persuade  him  to  attend  the 
mission  if  he  hoped  to  be  saved.    An  hour  passed,  j 
and  he  remained  in  his  obstinate  determination,  < 
but  feeling  his  pains  increase,  and  becoming 
weaker  every  moment,  he  was  at  last  reduced  to  j 
promise  them  that  he  would,  when  immediately  1 
he  was  restored  to  health,  fulfilled  the  promise,  I 
and  publicly  attested  the  fact.    However,  not-  ( 
withstanding  these  striking  circumstances,  and  j 
the  zeal  of  Blessed  Leonard,  who  never  spared  ( 
himself  in  endeavouring  to  banish  malice  and 
hatred  from  the  hearts  of  these  people,  many  of 
them  remained  unconverted,  and  cherished  vin- 
dictive feelings. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  MISSION  IS  GIVES  IN  MANY  OTHER  PLACES  IN 
CORSICA.  THE  VARIOUS  OCCURRENCES  DURING  THIS 
TIME. 

From  Casacconi  Blessed  Leonard  proceeded  to 
Castel  d'acqua,  in  which  were  four  parishes,  di- 
vided into  two  factions,  which  he  was  called  upon 
to  reconcile ;  there  were  more  than  two  hundred 
people  in  arms,  and  a  massacre  was  expected. 
When  he  beheld  these  people  in  the  high  roads 
and  on  the  hill  side  all  armed,  and  ready  to  fight, 
the  man  of  God  could  not  refrain  from  tears,  but 
he  lost  no  time  in  working  a  reformation  ;  he  began 
by  entreating  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  during 
the  mission,  and  then  by  preaching  and  by  private 
exhortations  he  laboured  hard  to  restore  peace 
amongst  them.  They  all  attended  the  mission, 
but  the  church  appeared  more  like  a  battle  field 
than  the  house  of  God,  for  on  one  side  appeared 
one  faction  with  its  head,  and  a  hundred  men 
armed  with  swords  and  muskets,  and  on  the 
opposite  side,  the  other  equally  numerous,  also 
armed,  and  in  the  midst,  the  missionary  on  the 
platform.  What  caution  did  he  require  to  address 
these  fierce  contending  parties,  without  irritating 
them!  and  how  much  did  he  fear  that  these 
bitter  enemies,  when  they  found  themselves  face 
to  face,  would  take  to  arms,  and  slay  each  other 
in  his  very  sight.    This  was  the  scene  every  day 
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in  the  church,  and  seeing  that  he  had  no  power 
over  these  misguided  people,  to  promote  the  peace 
he  so  much  desired  he  determined  to  leave  them. 
The  day  for  preaching  the  last  sermon  having  ar- 
rived, he  ascended  the  platform  with  the  intention 
of  taking  leave  of  them,  much  afflicted  to  see  them 
in  such  disorder,  when  suddenly  he  perceived  them 
all  advancing  towards  each  other,  extending  their 
hands  as  a  token  of  peace.  The  joy  of  Blessed 
Leonard  was  indescribable ;  he  desired  that  the 
Te  Deum  should  be  chaunted,  in  thanksgiving  to 
Almighty  God  for  having  in  His  mercy  softened 
the  hearts  of  these  people ;  and  they  laid  aside 
their  arms,  which  they  now  felt  to  be  a  burden  to 
them;  all  were  reconciled,  and  peace  restored. 
Revenge  is  the  predominant  passion  of  the  Cor- 
sicans,  and  the  cause  of  many  other  evils  and 
disorders,  as  Blessed  Leonard  discovered  in 
passing  through  the  country,  for  on  every  side 
were  seen  farms  and  cottages  in  ruins,  families 
dispersed,  and  troops  of  armed  men  going  in 
search  of  their  enemies,  as  if  they  were  hunting 
wild  beasts :  he  endeavoured  by  every  means  in 
his  power  to  root  out  of  their  hearts  a  vice  so 
brutal.  In  every  sermon  he  inveighed  most 
strongly  against  it,  and  in  the  end  succeeded. 
In  Orezza,  in  the  diocese  of  Aleria,  when  he  was 
preaching  against  the  same  vice,  some  persons 
present,  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment  jumped 
on  the  platform,  and  told  him  that  they  were 
ready  to  forgive  their  enemies,  two  of  them  even 
gave  in  writing  a  promise  of  forgiveness  to  those 
from  whom  they  had  received  the  greatest  injuries. 
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One  woman,  whose  child  had  been  murdered  the 
day  before,  and  another,  whose  husband  had  been 
murdered  in  revenge,  came,  full  of  contrition, 
moved  by  the  eloquent  preaching  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, and  publicly  made  peace  together,  even  be- 
fore the  dead  bodies  of  their  murdered  relatives 
had  been  buried.  In  the  same  town  of  Orezza, 
a  person,  who,  from  his  station  in  life,  ought 
to  have  promoted  the  mission,  opposed  it  with 
all  his  might,  detracting  from  the  merit  of 
the  holy  father,  saying  that  he  was  an  im- 
postor, working  for  his  own  ends,  and  not  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 
This  slander  and  detraction  was  most  offensive 
to  Almighty  God,  and  was  soon  manifested 
by  the  strange  and  sudden  illness  of  the 
wretched  man;  he  was  attended  by  Blessed 
Leonard,  who  desired  his  relations  to  prepare  him 
for  receiving  the  sacraments,  for  death  was  near, 
and,  in  fact,  two  days  afterwards  he  died  in  great 
agony.  This  event  was  believed  by  all  to  be  a  just 
chastisement  from  God.  Another  man,  on  hear- 
ing of  these  occurrences,  ridiculed  them,  declar- 
ring  that  it  was  not  the  hand  of  God,  but  chance, 
and  that  they  happened  according  to  the  order 
of  nature.  Scarcely  had  he  uttered  these  words, 
than  he  fell  from  a  precipice,  at  the  edge  of  which 
he  was  standing ;  his  fall  was  broken  by  the  trunk 
of  a  tree,  which  stretched  over  an  abyss,  and  the 
unfortunate  man  remained  suspended  in  this  way, 
on  the  brink  of  eternity,  without  the  possibility  of 
helping  himself,  every  moment  expecting  to  be  pre- 
cipitated into  the  whirlpool  below,  as  the  weight  of 
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his  bod j  was  tearing  away  his  clothes.  He  cried 
aloud  for  help ;  the  bystanders,  however,  who  had 
heard  what  he  had  just  been  saying,  did  not  care 
to  go  to  his  assistance,  but  said  one  to  another: 
"  This  man  would  not  believe  in  the  mission,  and 
declared  that  everything  happened  from  natural 
causes,  therefore,  let  us  leave  him  where  he  has 
fallen."  The  unfortunate  man,  meanwhile,  thus 
suspended  in  air,  began  to  recommend  himself  to 
the  mercy  of  God,  at  the  same  time  declaring  his 
belief  that  his  misfortune  was  a  just  punishment 
sent  by  Almighty  God,  for  having  spoken  against 
the  mission.  Then  the  spectators  were  moved  with 
compassion,  and  bringing  ropes,  descended  the 
precipice,  and  drew  him  up  more  dead  than  alive 
with  fear.  The  great  good  derived  from  the 
missions  of  Blessed  Leonard  was  spoken  of 
through  the  island,  and  many  who  lived  beyond 
the  mountains  wished  to  hear  him,  and  requested 
him  to  go  and  give  them  a  nSission,  but  he  was  not 
able  to  grant  their  request,  because  he  was  sent  to 
the  dioceses  of  Mariana  and  Aleria,  in  which  were 
many  parishes.  To  these  places  many  came  from 
a  distance  of  three  days'  journey  over  the  moun- 
tains to  hear  the  sermons,  and  as  the  churches 
were  not  sufficiently  spacious  to  contain  the  assem- 
blage, they  raised  platforms  in  the  chesnut  woods, 
wherever  a  space  was  cleared.  These  poor  people 
were  so  desirous  to  hear  the  divine  word,  and  con- 
fess their  sins  to  the  missionary  or  some  of  his  com- 
panions, that  they  came  with  only  a  little  bread 
in  their  bags,  which,  with  water,  sufficed  during  all 
the  days  the  mission  lasted.    The  servant  of  God, 
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!  seeing  this,  was  encouraged  more  than  ever,  and, 
i  burning  with  zeal,  hastened  to  these  wild  inaccessi- 
i  ble  places,  and  began  preaching,  giving  instruc- 
tions, hearing  confessions,  and  reconciling  enemies. 
!  Frequently  in  going  from  one  place  to  another 

I  he  was  obliged  to  travel  by  night,  using  a  piece 
i  of  lighted  pine.  On  one  occasion,  going  from 
i  Onesssa  to  Niolo,  a  place  situated  on  the  highest 
land  in  Corsica,  he  set  off  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  in  the  month  of  August,  carrying  in  his 
hand  a  pine  torch,  to  enable  him  to  see  his  way 
and  prevent  him  falling  down  the  precipices. 
After  having  walked  ten  hours  through  this 
rocky  defile  without  resting,  he  found  that  he 
had  still  another  ascent  to  make,  of  the  distance 
of  two  miles.  Faint,  weary,  and  overcome  by 
the  excessive  heat,  he  found  it  impossible  to 
go  on,  and  he  was  carried  in  the  arms  of  two 
men  who  had  come  to  meet  him  into  a  cottage. 
Exhausted  as  he  was,  and  scarcely  able  to  stand, 
be  celebrated  mass,  which  he  always  made  a  point 
of  doing,  even  after  a  fatiguing  and  dangerous 
journey.  Then,  taking  for  his  only  refreshment  a 
piece  of  bread,  he  pursued  his  journey,  but  his  feet 
were  still  bleeding  in  consequence  of  walking  bare- 
foot over  rugged  rocks,  and  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
sent to  be  carried  on  a  litter,  made  of  the  boughs 
of  trees,  to  Niolo.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place 
were  accustomed  to  live  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  sea-shore ; 
there  remained  in  the  villages  the  priests,  who 
were  ignorant  and  uncultivated,  and  some  old 
women,  part  savages.    Blessed  Leonard  set  to 
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work  first  in  endeavouring  to  make  the  priests 
lead  a  holy  life  and  perform  their  duties,  and 
afterwards  used  every  effort  to  prevent  usury, 
robbery,  concubinage,  and  homicide,  which,  with 
the  Divine  aid,  he  succeeded  in  doing.  These 
poor  people  listened  to  his  sermons  with  so  much 
attention,  that  they  were  soon  converted  and  re- 
conciled to  God.  One  young  man  only  was  ob- 
stinate in  remaining  in  his  sin.  He  desired  to* 
revenge  himself  on  two  brothers,  who  a  week 
before  had  murdered  his  sister,  and  he  declared  he 
would  not  pardon  or  leave  the  murderers  in  peace, 
and  so  determined  was  he  on  this,  that  he  refused 
to  attend  the  mission,  although  his  parents  en- 
treated him  to  do  so,  fearing  that  it  might  be 
the  means  of  turning  him  from  his  purpose. 
Whilst  he  was  thus  protesting  and  giving  his 
reasons,  the  cottage  in  which  he  lived  took  fire — 
no  one  knew  how— and  was  reduced  to  ashes 
before  they  had  time  to  save  anything.  Terrified 
and  humbled,  he  went  the  following  morning  to 
confession  and  the  sermon,  and  was  reconciled 
in  public  to  his  enemies.  Many  were  the  in- 
stances, similar  to  this,  by  means  of  which  Al- 
mighty God  was  pleased  to  confirm  the  words  and 
actions  of  His  minister ;  and  the  devotion  of  the 
people  for  him  increased  so  much,  that  it  some- 
times exceeded  the  bounds  of  discretion.  During 
the  time  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Niolo,  one 
day  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  ascending  the 
pulpit,  a  man  rushed  towards  him  to  cut  a  piece 
off  his  habit,  and  accidentally  wounded  him  in 
the  hand  ;  and  another,  when  the  servant  of  God 
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was  going  from  the  altar  to  the  sacristy  after 
having  said  mass,  rushed  towards  him  in  the 
Bame  manner,  and  wounded  him  severely  in  one 
of  his  legs.  In  fact,  they  were  obliged  to  watch 
the  people  for  fear  their  indiscreet  devotion  should 
endanger  his  life. 

From  Niolo  he  proceeded  to  the  parish  of  Corti, 
which  formerly  was  a  considerable  town,  but  he 
found  it  ruined  with  internal  feuds,  hostility,  and 
enmity.  The  fort  was  occupied  by  a  large  mili- 
tary force,  amongst  whom  were  many  heretics, 
so  that  he  found  sufficient  scope  for  his  zeal. 
Amongst  many  conversions  he  made  there,  were 
two  calvinists,  who  after  attending  the  mission 
regularly,  determined  to  make  their  abjuration  of 
heresy  to  the  missionary  himself,  in  presence  of 
the  vicar-general  of  Aleria. 

A  shepherd  being  exhorted  to  attend  the  mis- 
sion, refused,  saying  that  if  he  left  his  sheep,  the 
missionary  would  not  take  care  of  them.  The 
same  night  two  of  his  sheep  died,  and  the  follow- 
ing night  three  more ;  then  the  shepherd  began 
to  fear  that  he  was  chastised  by  Almighty  God, 
and  determined  to  go  and  hear  the  sermons,  but 
only  for  one  day,  for  as  his  faith  was  weak  he 
thought  his  flock  would  be  scattered  and  devoured 
by  the  wolves.  That  night  five  more  of  his  sheep 
died,  and  he  began  to  think  seriously,  and  made 
a  resolution  to  attend  the  mission,  and  recom- 
mended his  flock  to  Divine  Providence.  On  the 
last  evening  of  the  mission  he  returned  to  the 
country,  and  found  them  all  in  the  same  pasture 
where  he  had  left  them,  not  one  having  died  or 
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strayed  away.  It  would  take  a  volume  to  des- 
cribe all  that  Blessed  Leonard  did  for  Corsica, 
what  he  suffered  and  endured. 

The  next  mission  he  gave  was  in  Isolaccia,  in 
the  parish  of  Prunelli,  in  the  diocese  of  Aleria, 
where  he  found  the  people  more  barbarous  and 
savage  than  any  in  the  island,  for  it  was  the 
wildest  and  most  remote  part  of  the  country. 
They  subsisted  by  theft>  never  frequented  the 
sacraments,  and  were  entirely  ignorant  of  their 
religion.  For  twenty  years  they  had  been  divided 
into  two  factious,  and  the  most  horrible  and  cruel 
murders  were  frequently  committed. 

Blessed  Leonard  exerted  all  his  powers  to  soften 
and  subdue  the  nature  of  these  savages,  and  one 
of  them  at  last  surrendering,  began  to  attend  the 
mission,  and  showed  a  desire  to  be  in  peace,  but 
having  for  his  chief  a  certain  person  named  Lupo, 
who  was  more  savage  and  fierce  than  any  of 
them,  he  was  prevented  by  him  from  following  the 
dictates  of  conscience,  and  forbidden  to  go  any 
longer  to  hear  Blessed  Leonard.  All  these  un- 
happy people  were  thus  under  the  influence  of 
their  chief,  who  forbade  them  to  listen  to  any 
treaty  of  peace;  so  after  labouring  in  vain  amongst 
them  for  some  time,  the  servant  of  God,  deeply 
afflicted,  determined  to  leave  them  and  go  else- 
where. 

The  night  before  his  departure  the  house  in 
which  he  was  lodged  took  fire,  and  was  very  soon 
enveloped  in  flames.  He  was  with  his  companions 
in  a  room  into  which  the  flames  were  bursting, 
and  not  being  able  to  escape,  he  called  out  from 
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the  window,  when  some  people  came  to  their  as- 
sistance, and  with  great  difficulty  they  were 
saved.  The  following  day  he  celebrated  mas3 
in  the  church,  and  preached  a  sermon  on  the 
occasion.  The  day  after  this,  in  passing  from 
one  room  to  another,  a  heavy  beam  became  de- 
tached from  the  ceiling  and  fell  upon  him  ;  some 
people  who  were  waiting  for  confession,  came  to 
see  what  had  happened,  and  found  him  breathless 
and  half  dead ;  they  raised  him,  and  gave  him  all 
the  assistance  they  could,  and  in  a  little  time  he 
recovered.  However,  his  companions  finding  that 
he  was  seriously  injured,  and  that  no  medical 
aid  was  to  be  had  there,  resolved  to  take  him  to 
Bastia,  which  was  some  days'  journey  over  high 
and  rugged  mountains,  and  not  being  able  to 
convey  him  in  any  other  way,  they  placed  him 
in  a  chair  supported  by  two  poles,  which  was 
borne  by  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  Isolaccia. 
Lupo  hearing  of  the  accident,  and  the  way  in 
which  he  was  being  conveyed  to  Bastia,  offered 
the  services  of  his  men  to  assist,  and  even  insisted 
on  carrying  him  part  of  the  way  on  his  own 
shoulders.  When  Blessed  Leonard  was  informed 
that  one  of  those  who  assisted  in  carrying  him 
was  that  same  ferocious  Lupo  the  chief,  he  who 
not  only  had  refused  to  attend  the  mission  himself, 
but  forbad  his  faction  to  do  so,  he  rejoiced  ex- 
ceedingly, and  gave  thanks  to  God.  When  they 
reached  the  place  where  the  men  were  to  relieve 
each  other,  notwithstanding  his  extreme  suffer- 
ing, he  rose  up,  and  burning  with  zeal,  turned 
to  Lupo,  and  said  :  "  Come  to  me,  Lupo,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


122 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


kneel  down."  That  fierce  and  cruel  man  became 
all  at  once  meek  and  bumble ;  the  wolf  was 
transformed  into  a  lamb,  and  he  fell  on  bis  knees. 
Blessed  Leonard  went  on  :  "  It  is  the  will  of  God, 
and  I  desire  that  jou  should  live  in  peace  with 
your  neighbours."  Lupo,  without  making  any 
resistance,  replied :  "  Holy  father,  I  consent 
and  taking  his  gun,  which  he  had  placed  on  the 
ground,  he  fired  it  off  in  token  of  joy,  exclaiming 
at  the  same  time,  "Peace,  peace."  At  the  ex- 
ample given  by  their  captain,  all  the  band  fired 
their  guns  and  returned  home,  crying  out  joy- 
fully: "Let  us  give  pardon  and  peace  to  our 
enemies."  Those  who  have  any  feeling  of  re- 
ligion and  piety  may  imagine  how  the  heart  of 
the  holy  father  rejoiced  in  this  signal  mark  of 
divine  grace.  After  this  occurrence,  he  pursued 
his  way  in  the  manner  already  described,  and 
reached  Bastia,  where  every  remedy  was  applied 
by  the  doctors  to  restore  him  ;  but  Corsica  being 
considered  too  cold,  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
him  to  a  more  genial  climate,  and  very  soon  he 
was  sufficiently  recovered  to  resume  his  missions. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

AFTER  TRAVELLING  THROUGH  SEVERAL  PROVINCES  IN 
ITALY,  HE  IS  SENT  TO  ROME,  TO  PREPARE  THE  PEO- 
PLE FOR  THE  JUBILEE. 

In  November,  1744,  Blessed  Leonard  left  Cor- 
sica, in  a  Genoese  vessel,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
some  days  landed  at  Porto  Venere,  where,  in  con- 
sequence of  stormy  weather,  they  remained  five 
days,  and  having  recovered  from  his  illness,  he 
embarked  for  Genoa,  when  he  resumed  his  apos- 
tolic ministry.  Although  it  was  not  the  custom 
in  that  town  to  preach  from  a  platform,  the  clergy 
erected  a  magnificent  one,  richly  adorned  for 
him.  He  began  his  mission  with  the  approval  and 
sanction  of  the  archbishop  and  all  the  nobility. 
Scarcely  had  he  begun  his  sermon  when  there 
was  an  universal  exclamation,  calling  on  God 
for  mercy,  with  such  expressions  of  compunction, 
that  throughout  the  church  nothing  was  heard 
but  sighs  and  groans.  A  lady  of  some  conse- 
quence in  the  town  sent  as  an  offering  a  gold 
heart,  to  be  attached  to  the  image  of  the  Ma- 
donna, which  was  carried  in  procession  during  the 
mission ;  however,  this  true  son  of  S.  Francis  re- 
turned it  to  the  lady,  saying  that  he  thanked  her 
for  the  generous  offering,  but  it  being  inconsistent 
with  the  poverty  he  professed,  he  could  not  accept 
it,  and  recommended  her  to  send  it  as  a  votive 
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offering  to  the  Madonna  del  Monte,  assuring  her 
that  the  holy  virgin  would  graciously  accept  it. 
The  lady  took  his  advice,  and  was  much  edified 
by  his  entire  detachment  from  earthly  things  and 
his  love  of  poverty. 

From  Genoa  he  passed  to  different  places  in 
the  surrounding  country,  preaching  with  his  usual 
zeal  and  fervour,  and  bringing  many  to  penance. 
Whilst  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Chiavari,  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  father-general  and  the 
secretary  of  state,  ordering  him  to  return  to  Cor- 
sica to  finish  the  work  of  saving  souls  he  had 
begun  there.  When  he  read  the  letter  he  kissed 
it,  and  said  with  reverence :  "  The  will  of  God 
be  done,"  and  was  ready  to  return  to  all  the 
troubles  and  fatigue  he  had  endured  there,  with 
the  certainty  of  suffering  again  from  the  effects 
of  the  climate.  He  would  have  set  off  immedi- 
ately, but  the  following  day  he  received  another 
letter,  desiring  him  to  wait  for  further  commands, 
and  he  followed  his  intention  of  going  to  preach 
in  the  country.  It  was  the  time  the  Spanish  and 
German  troops  were  marching,  and  he  wished  to 
comfort  the  souls  of  the  poor  people,  and  exhort 
them  to  recommend  ^themselves  to  God,  that  they 
might  be  free  from  those  dangers  which  in  such 
circumstances  they  might  expect.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  state  of  the  country,  his  mission  was  at- 
tended by  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  and 
great  was  the  spiritual  benefit  derived  from  it. 
In  Sestri  especially,  where  the  people  were  so 
terrified,  it  was  considered  a  duty  to  attend  all 
the  sacred  offices  without  missing  one,  so  that 
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during  the  mission  the  shops  were  shut,  and  they 
gave  up  every  occupation  to  go  and  hear  the 
servant  of  God.  Blessed  Leonard,  however,  se- 
ing  that  in  consequence  of  the  war  between  the 
Savoyards  and  Genoese  he  could  not  proceed 
with  his  mission,  took  leave  by  letter  of  the 
archbishop,  and,  with  the  promise  of  returning, 
left  Sestri  for  Lucca.  He  gave  several  missions 
in  this  diocese  with  much  credit  to  himself,  and 
abundant  fruits  were  gathered  in  the  compunc- 
tion of  the  people,  who  frequently  interrupted 
the  sermon  by  their  sighs  and  groans,  and  ex- 
pressions of  deep  sorrow.  From  Lucca  he  went 
to  Ferrara,  and  from  thence  to  Bologna ;  during 
this  journey  he  suffered  much  from  wounds  in  his 
feet,  which  opened  at  every  step,  so  that  he  arrived 
at  Ferrara  so  weak  and  exhausted,  that  he  could 
not  stand  without  support.  Notwithstanding  this, 
he  was  .anxious  to  begin  his  mission,  which  was 
so  numerously  attended  that  the  church  was  not 
large  enough  to  hold  them ;  and  during  the  last 
days  he  was  obliged  to  preach  in  the  piazza  in  front 
of  the  cathedral,  which  was  so  crowded  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  a  guard  of  soldiers  to  pre- 
vent the  confusion  which  so*  great  a  multitude 
might  occasion. 

So  great  was  the  esteem  in  which  -he  was  held 
in  Ferrara  for  having  brought  about  so  great  a 
reformation,  that  to  satisfy  the  devotion  of  the 
people  he  was  obliged  to  have  his  portrait  taken, 
which  was  afterwards  engraved,  to  the  great  de- 
light of  every  one,  who  eagerly  possessed  them- 
selves of  it.    He  established  the  perpetual  adora- 
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tion  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  in  this  town,  as 
well  as  other  devotions  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  souls,  and  left  it  for  the  diocese  of 
Bologna.  In  this  diocese  he  gave  many  missions, 
at  Minerbio  two  cardinals  assisted  at  it,  Cardinal 
Doria,  Legate  of  Bologna,  and  Cardinal  Crescenzi, 
Legate  and  Archbishop  of  Ferrara,  who,  by  being 
present  at  the  procession  of  penitents,  gave  great 
edification  to  all  assembled.  Having  recommended 
in  a  sermon  on  one  of  these  days  that  the  proces- 
sion of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  should  be  con- 
ducted with  the  greatest  honour  when  carried  to 
the  sick,  it  happened  that  same  day  that  a  very 
poor  person,  who  lived  half  a  mile  from  the  church, 
was  to  receive  the  Holy  Communion.  As  soon  as 
the  bell  was  heard,  an  immense  number  of  people 
holding  lighted  candles  assembled  to  accompany 
the  Blessed  Sacrament.  The  two  cardinals  before 
mentioned  walked  in  the  procession  through  the 
streets  to  the  house  of  the  sick  person,  with  whom 
they  remained  some  time  after  he  had  received 
the  Holy  Communion,  giving  consolation  to  him  * 
and  his  relatives.  The  inhabitants  of  Ferrara 
were  most  desirous  that  Blessed  Leonard  should 
give  them  another  mission  soon  ;  but  being  des- 
tined for  the  mountains  of  Bologna,  he  could  not 
comply  with  their  request,  and  set  off  at  once  for 
Treppio.  He  suffered  much  during  this  journey, 
which  he  made  on  foot ;  and  before  he  reached 
Bargi  he  felt  so  weak,  and  his  sight  so  failed,  that 
he  was  unable  to  proceed  farther  without  assis- 
tance, and  night  coming  on,  it  became  necessary 
for  one  of  his  companions  to  carry  a  lantern  and 
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show  them  the  road,  and  the  other  to  raise  him  on 
his  shoulders,  to  carry  him  the  rest  of  the  way ; 
and  it  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  they 
reached  their  destination.  The  following  day  he 
became  much  worse,  and  was  obliged  to  remain  at 
Bargi,  but  the  day  after  he  made  an  effort  to  go 
on  to  Treppio,  although  still  suffering  from  pain 
and  weakness.  So  great  was  the  anxiety  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Treppio  to  see  and  hear  this  new 
apostle,  whose  fame  had  already  reached  them, 
that  an  immense  concourse  of  people  assembled  to 
attend  his  mission.  Blessed  Leonard  was  one  of 
those  who  to  the  power  of  language  united  the 
force  of  example  ;  by  his  virtuous  actions  inveigh- 
ing against  all  vice,  and  animating  every  one  to 
virtue,  he  succeeded  in  subduing  the  hearts  of  his 
hearers.  At  the  Baths  of  Porretta,  scarcely  had 
he  arrived,  and  even  before  it  was  known  that  he 
was  to  give  a  mission,  the  people  were  so  touched 
with  compunction  that  all  the  confessionals  were 
crowded  with  penitents.  Many  people  came 
twenty  miles  to  hear  him,  and  the  church  could 
not  contain  half  of  them,  so  that  he  was  obliged 
to  preach  in  the  open  air.  From  this  place  he 
went  to  preach  in  Ravenna,  where  he  did  so  much 
for  the  good  of  souls  that  it  was  publicly  attested 
by  the  Archbishop  Monsignor  Guiccioli,  who  sent 
for  him  to  give  the  missions  in  Ravenna,  and  in 
different  parts  of  his  diocese.  In  Argenta,  al- 
though it  was  January,  and  the  season  very  cold 
and  rainy,  many  hundreds  came  more  than  thirty 
miles,  walking  in  procession  to  see  the  servant  of 
God,  and  hear  his  sermons.   But  Lent  was  ap» 
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proaching,  and  being  unwilling  to  interfere  with 
the  usual  preachers,  he  passed  from  Ravenna  to 
Ferrara,  being  called  there  by  Cardinal  Crescenzi, 
who  was  then  Archbishop.  He  here  employed  him- 
self in  hearing  the  confessions  of  several  convents 
of  nuns,  and  in  preaching  to  them  with  such  great 
profit  to  their  souls,  that  all  were  anxious  to  con- 
fess to  him.  In  Passion  week  he  wished  to  per- 
form his  accustomed  devotions  and  spiritual  ex- 
ercises :  and  having  none  of  his  own  order  with 
him,  he  resolved  to  retire  to  the  Certosa,  where 
he  remained  till  Holy  Saturday,  separated  entirely 
from  creatures,  conversing  alone  with  God,  He 
came  out  of  his  retreat  more  fervent  and  zealous 
than  ever,  and  recommenced  his  apostolical  la- 
bours in  that  diocese.  In  Occhiobello  and  in 
Copparo  the  Cardinal-Archbishop  assisted  at  all 
the  sacred  functions,  and  every  morning  after 
mass  administered  the  Holy  Communion  with  his 
own  hands  ;  he  also  walked  in  procession  with  the 
Holy  Viaticum  to  the  sick,  and  gave  abundant 
alms  to  the  poor.  On  returning  to  Bologna  he 
gave  a  mission  in  the  church  of  S.  Giuseppe,  be- 
longing to  the  Servites,  and  amongst  many  conver- 
sions on  this  occasion  there  was  one  which  for  the 
greater  glory  of  God  deserves  to  be  mentioned. 
There  was  living  in  Bologna  a  young  woman  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  married  to  a  bailiff,  and  lead- 
ing a  most  scandalous  life.  She  was  induced  one 
day  to  attend  the  mission,  and  on  hearing  the 
voice  of  Blessed  Leonard  felt  so  moved  by  Divine 
grace  that  she  was  changed  in  a  moment,  and 
from  a  cause  of  scandal  became  an  example  of 
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parity  and  modesty  to  all  Bologna.  A  priest  in 
the  same  town  afterwards  attested  that  she  was 
most  earnest  in  persevering  in  her  new  life,  not 
ouly  attending  to  her  own  sanctification  by  means 
of  prayer,  frequenting  the  sacraments,  and  the 
practice  of  good  works,  but  becoming  also  deeply 
concerned  in  the  salvation  of  others,  going  about 
the  streets  of  Bologna,  bringing  the  fallen  ones  to 
penance,  and  keeping  the  innocent  from  danger ; 
she  received  fourteen  of  the  latter  into  her  own 
house,  giving  them  employment,  and  instructing 
them  in  their  religious  duties.  In  this  mission 
Blessed  Leonard  so  earnestly  recommended  alms- 
giving, that  five  hundred  crowns  were  collected, 
which  were  employed  in  contributing  to  the  building 
of  the  church  of  S.  Luke.  After  the  missions  given 
in  Bologna  and  other  places  in  this  diocese,  he  went 
for  the  same  object  to  Ancona,  where  he  received 
orders  to  proceed  to  Rome,  and  on  his  way  there 
he  stopped  to  preach  at  Spoleti,  which  he  did 
with  so  much  zeal  and  energy,  though  he  had 
suffered  much,  travelling  in  the  cold  and  rainy 
month  of  December,  that  even  after  his  departure 
the  people  gave  evident  signs  of  compunction  and 
piety.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  Terni, 
where  he  had  preached  in  the  beginning  of  Jan- 
uary, and  recommended  them  to  absent  them- 
selves from  the  carnival  amusements,  masque- 
rades, and  plays.  Although  the  missionary  was 
not  there  to  remind  them,  they  not  only  abstained 
from  those  pleasures,  but  from  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary to  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  they  attended 
to  nothing  but  religious  duties  and  works  of  mercy, 

9 


Digitized  by  Google 


130 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


During  these  days  they  had  the  exposition  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament  by  turns  in  every  church, 
and  besides  the  multitude  of  townspeople,  the 
members  of  various  confraternities  went  barefoot 
to  adore  their  God  with  crowns  of  thorns  on  their 
heads  and  heavy  crosses  on  their  shoulders,  some 
scourging  themselves  until  the  blood  flowed,  to 
the  great  edification  of  the  beholders.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  carnival  a  solemn  procession  was 
conducted  from  the  town  to  the  convent  of  the 
Minori  Osservanti,  about  a  mile  distant,  to  visit 
the  stations  of  the  "  Way  of  the  Cross"  erected 
there.  On  this  occasion  many  of  the  people 
walked  barefooted,  and  all  conducted  themselves 
in  a  manner  quite  edifying.  These  were  the 
blessed  fruits  gathered  by  this  holy  Father  by  his 
labours  in  Terni ;  although  he  was  absent  from 
them,  his  words  and  example  were  so  deeply  im- 
pressed on  the  minds  of  these  devout  people,  that 
they  willingly  turned  from  the  dangerous  plea- 
sures of  the  carnival,  to  occupy  themselves  with 
devotions  so  greatly  to  their  spiritual  advantage. 
In  the  mean  time  Blessed  Leonard  arrived  in 
Rome,  and  was  sent  to  give  a  mission  in  the 
abbacy  of  Subiaco,  from  thence  to  Arpino  and 
Aquila,  all  of  which  he  performed  with  his  ac- 
customed zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  sal- 
vation of  souls  ;  the  good  he  did  was  incalculable, 
removing  abuses,  converting  sinners,  and  reform- 
ing morals.  However,  in  consequence  of  his  long 
and  disastrous  journey,  the  austerity  of  his  life, 
his  uninterrupted  labours,  and  weak  constitution, 
he  often  felt  obliged  to  seek  a  little  repose. 
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On  one  occasion  when  he  was  going,  in  the 
month  of  November,  17 48,  from  Monterotondo  to 
Magliano  in  Sabina,  he  was  accompanied  by  two 
people,  who*  in  order  to  shorten  the  way,  took 
him  through  some  ploughed  fields,  which  at  that 
season  were  filled  with  pools  of  frozen  water. 
They  were  seven  hours  making  this  painful  jour- 
ney, and  the  servant  of-  God  found  his  strength 
fail,  and  was  unable  to  proceed  another  step.  In 
this  difficulty  they  were  obliged  to  send  to  Mor- 
lupo,  a  place  not  far  distant,  for  a  horse  to  carry 
him  there,  but  when  it  was  brought,  they  had 
great  difficulty  in  persuading  him  to  mount 
it,  for  he  was  most  strict  in  the  observance  of 
his  rule,  which  he  feared  by  so  doing  to  trans- 
gress ;  however,  he  was  forced  to  consent,  and  in 
this  way  was  conducted  to  the  convent  of  the 
Riformati  in  Morlupo.  Having  ended  the  mis- 
sions in  Sabina,  he  received  a  summons  to  Rome 
from  the  pope,  Benedict  XIV.,  in  order  that  he 
might  prepare  the  people  for  the  jubilee  which 
was  to  be  celebrated  the  following  year.  He  was 
appointed  to  preach  successively  in  the  provinces 
and  the  city,  which  he  did  with  so  much  zeal 
and  fervour,  to  an  immense  assemblage  of  people 
of  all  ranks,  and  succeeded  in  making  so  deep 
an  impression  on  the  minds  of  all  who  heard  him, 
that  Rome  became  quite  a  different  place  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reformation  of  morals.  It  would 
fill  many  volumes  to  give  an  account  of  all  he  did 
for  the  salvation  of  souls.  The  first  crusade 
against  vice  was  begun  in  the  Piazza  Navona, 
where  the  concourse  was  so  numerous  that  every 
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one  was  astonished,  especially  at  the  last  sermon, 
which  was  attended  by  all  the  nobles  of  Rome,  and 
not  only  was  that  spacious  square  filled,  but  also 
all  the  streets  which  led  to  it.  This  mission 
lasted  a  fortnight,  and  the  holy  pontiff  himself  came 
four  times  to  hear  him  ;  and  as  it  was  his  custom 
before  beginning  his  sermon  to  expose  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  and  give  benediction  at  the  end,  one 
evening  the  pope  officiated  in  person  at  this  sacred 
function,  and  every  evening  one  of  the  cardinals 
officiated,  twenty  of  whom  always  attended  the 
mission.  Blessed  Leonard  always  gave  first  a 
meditation  on  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  after 
the  sermon  on  the  last  day,  the  holy  pontiff, 
who  had  remained  to  hear  it,  accompanied 
by  the  cardinals,  ascended  an  open  gallery, 
and  gave  the  papal  benediction  to  the  count- 
less multitude  assembled  below,  and  so  ended 
the  first  of  these  most  salutary  devotions  and 
exercises.  But  that  which  caused  the  great- 
est astonishment  in  this  mission  was  the  fact, 
that  those  who  could  not  approach  near  enough 
to  hear  the  voice  and  distinguish  the  words  of 
the  holy  missionary,  no  sooner  perceived  him  on 
the  platform  than  they  began  to  weep  and  ex- 
press their  compunction,  and  very  soon  through- 
out the  crowd  nothing  was  heard  but  weeping 
and  wailing.  Although  it  was  in  August,  the 
hotest  season,  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  highest 
distinction  took  their  station  in  the  piazza,  and 
remained  there  exposed  to  the  burning  heat  of 
the  sun  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
sermon,  thinking  nothing  of  what  they  endured 
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from  the  time  the  man  of  God  appeared  ;  a  sign 
from  him  was  sufficient  to  cause  the  most  perfect 
silence,  so  that  you  would  hardly  suppose  there  was 
a  living  person  in  that  immense  crowd.  The  other 
missions  were  given  in  the  square  of  S.  Maria, 
in  Trastevere,  and  S.  Maria  sopra  Minerva,  and 
were  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  holy  pontiff. 
To  conceive  the  fruits  that  resulted  from  these 
missions,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  although 
Rome  was  full  of  churches  and  confessors,  they  had 
to  remain  from  morning  to  night  hearing  the  con- 
fessions of  the  people,  who  crowded  round  the 
church  doors  before  day-break. 

A  few  days  after  the  missions  were  ended,  and 
Blessed  Leonard  had  gone  to  his  retreat  at  S. 
Buonaventura,  he  was  summoned  by  the  confra- 
ternity of  S.  Giovanni  Decollate,  to  go  and  convert 
a  Sicilian,  who  a  week  before  had  murdered  a 
priest ;  he  was  tried  and  condemned  to  execution, 
and  the  unfortunate  man  not  only  refused  to  do 
penance,  but  in  answer  to  all  entreaties,  he  only 
replied,  "revenge,"  and  obstinately  persisted  in 
his  impenitence.  Before  they  left  the  convent, 
the  holy  man  said  plainly  to  the  Marchese  Xime- 
nes,  who  accompanied  him,  that  he  had  no  hope 
of  the  man's  conversion,  for  in  the  inscrutable 
designs  of  Providence  he  had  been  abandoned ; 
however,  he  used  every  means  in  his  power  to 
soften  his  heart,  but  in  vain.  As  a  favour 
granted  to  Blessed  Leonard,  the  execution  was 
deferred  until  late  in  the  evening,  but  he  re- 
mained in  the  same  state,  uttering  the  same  cry, 
"revenge,"  in  a  loud  voice,  and  was  executed. 
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The  holy  missionary  addressed  the  people  assem- 
bled to  witness  this  sad  spectacle,  from  the  scaf- 
fold from  which  the  criminal  was  still  hanging, 
with  so  much  feeling  and  unction  that  he  drew 
tears  from  the  eyes  of  all,  and  among  those  who 
came  and  cast  themselves  at  his  feet  to  make 
their  confession  with  great  contrition,  was  a  sinner 
who  had  not  frequented  the  sacraments  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  He  came,  declaring  that  lie 
deserved  death  more  than  the  man  who  had  just 
been  executed,  and  made  a  full  confession  of  the 
sins  of  his  past  life.  From  this  fact  he  took 
occasion  to  say,  that  preachers  should  never  feel 
confident  that  they  have  done  good  to  souls  by 
their  words,  for  that  Almighty  God  had  clearly 
manifested  in  the  present  instance,  that  it  is  His 
voice,  and  not  that  of  man,  which  moves  and 
softens  the  hearts  of  sinners,  for  His  mercy  is  over 
all,  as  this  man  dying  in  impenitence  had  been 
the  means  of  converting  many. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  year  of  the  Jubilee  was 
drawing  near,  his  holiness  ordered  him  to  give 
spiritual  exercises  during  the  month  of  November, 
in  the  churches  of  the  Trinita  dei  Monti,  S.  Gio- 
vanni dei  Fiorentini,  and  S.  Cecilia,  and  in  the 
following  month,  after  having  given  missions  in  S. 
Andrea  della  Valle,  he  retired  to  the  convent  of 
Polveriera,  for  he  said  he  had  done  nothing  for  his 
own  soul  whilst  he  was  labouring  for  others  ;  there- 
fore he  desired  himself  to  go  through  some  spiritual 
exercises.  Accordingly  he  in  the  evening  fell  on  his 
knees,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  assembled  in  the 
refectory  begged  the  blessing  of  the  superior,  and 
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leave  to  perform  the  exercises,  declaring  at  the  same 
time  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  religious  about 
him  but  the  habit ;  he  then  asked  for  the  prayers 
of  the  community,  and  bursting  into  tears,  was 
unable  to  utter  another  word.  It  may  easily  be 
imagined  with  what  recollection  and  profit  to  his 
soul  he  performed  these  exercises  :  when  he  had 
finished,  he  presented  himself  at  the  feet  of  the 
pope,  who  having  questioned  him  as  to  what  he 
had  gained,  he  replied  :  "  An  ardent  desire  to  die, 
and  enjoy  eternal  happiness."  Some  days  after 
this,  in  going  to  confess  and  console  a  sick  person, 
he  hurt  his  foot,  and,  as  was  his  wont,  said  no- 
thing about  it;  the  wound  inflamed  so  that  he 
could  not  stand,  and  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed 
for  a  week.  As  soon  as  the  pope  was  informed  of 
this,  he  came  to  visit  him  in  person,  and  knowing 
how  much  he  had  suffered  at  different  times  from 
walking  barefoot,  ordered  him  to  wear  sandals, 
and  on  no  account  to  leave  Rome  before  he  saw 
him  again,  and  after  having  held  a  secret  con- 
ference with  him,  which  lasted  half  an  hour,  he 
departed,  giving  him  his  Apostolic  benediction. 
When  he  was  restored  to  health,  his  zeal  and 
charity  not  allowing  him  to  remain  idle,  he 
employed  himself  in  hearing  confessions  in  several 
convents,  and  giving  spiritual  exercises  to  some 
confraternities,  amongst  others  that  of  the  SS. 
Trinita  dei  Pellegrini,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. 

The  Romans  gave  such  evident  signs  of  the 
good  they  had  gained  from  the  missions,  by  their 
devotion  in  visiting  the  churches,  and  all  the 
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services  of  the  Church,  that  strangers  were  as- 
tonished, and  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Rome  de- 
clared that  they  never  remembered  seeing  them  so 
devout  and  recollected  as  in  this  time  of  Jubilee, 
which  might  truly  be  called  the  "  holy  year." 

With  the  same  charity  and  zeal  which  employed 
him  in  various  confraternities,  he  heard  confessions 
in  his  own  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  many 
of  his  penitents  came  from  a  distance,  so  that  it 
might  be  said  that  during  this  year  he  saved  as 
piany  souls  in  the  tribunal  of  penance,  as  on  the 
platform  in  giving  missions.  I  shall  only  cite  two 
facts  amongst  many  I  might  bring  forward,  as  a 
proof  of  what  he  gained  by  the  missions  given  by 
him  the  year  before  the  Jubilee.  Whilst  he  was 
thus  occupied,  his  fame  reached  distant  parts, 
and  a  man  who  lived  five  hundred  miles  from 
Rome,  whose  conscience  was  laden  by  many  sins, 
conceived  the  desire  of  going  to  Blessed  Leonard, 
and  for  this  end  he  set  off  to  walk  all  the  way  to 
Rome.  He  arrived  there  in  the  course  of  time, 
but  some  days  elapsed  without  his  being  able,  for 
the  crowd,  to  approach  the  servant  of  God,  and  he 
went  to  another  confessor,  and  made  his  confes- 
sion, but  from  a  feeling  of  shame  he  concealed 
some  of  his  sins,  and  received  absolution,  and  thus 
adding  sacrilege  to  his  other  sins,  he  returned 
home.  Divine  mercy,  however,  not  willing  to 
abandon  him,  caused  him  to  feel  in  his  heart  such 
remorse,  that  he  could  neither  find  repose  nor 
peace,  and  he  seemed  always  to  hear  a  voice 
urging  him  to  return  to  Rome,  and  make  his 
confession  to  Father  Leonard.     For  the  second 
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time  he  set  off  on  the  same  long  journey,  and 
arrived  in  Rome  in  August,  went  direct  to  the 
convent  of  S,  Buonaventura,  and  having  asked  to 
see  the  holy  servant  of  God,  threw  himself  at  his 
feet,  and  said:  "Father,  you  behold  in  me  the 
greatest  sinner  in  the  world."  He  then  made  a 
general  confession,  with  many  tears  and  signs  of 
contrition,  of  all  the  grievous  sins  of  his  past  life. 
Blessed  Leonard  raised  him  up,  and  embraced 
him  tenderly,  and  with  his  usual  charity  encou- 
raged him  to  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  much  edified  by  the  dispositions 
which  induced  him  to  undertake  a  journey  on  foot 
of  two  thousand  miles  to  make  his  confession,  and 
lost  in  wonder  and  admiration  at  the  greatness 
and  goodness  of  Almighty  God,  he  loosed  him  from 
his  bonds,  and  sent  him  away  so  contented,  that 
he  could  not  conceal  the  joy  he  felt  in  relating 
the  especial  grace  he  had  received. 

The  other  instance  was  that  of  a  Prussian 
heretic,  who  having  heard  in  his  own  country  the 
fame  of  Blessed  Leonard,  went  to  Rome  to  see 
and  hear  him.  He  attended  his  sermons,  and 
then  seeking  an  interview,  he  expressed  a  desire 
to  embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  but  said  that 
he  had  doubts  respecting  the  papal  supremacy 
and  the  invocation  of  saints,  which  made  him 
hesitate.  Blessed  Leonard  with  so  much  clear- 
ness explained  away  his  doubts  that  he  was  very 
soon  convinced,  detested  his  heresy,  and  abjured 
it,  and  made  his  profession  of  faith  to  the  cardi- 
nal-vicar, and  Blessed  Leonard  led  him  to  the  feet 
of  the  Pope,  who  gave  him  a  plenary  indulgence4 
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for  every  month,  on  condition  that  he  went  to 
confession  and  communion,  and  for  his  mainten- 
ance two  giulios'  a  day.  As  they  were  near  the 
close  of  the  holy  year,  the  Pope  gave  an  order 
for  a  triduo  to  be  given  in  the  church  of  S.  An- 
drea della  Valle,  to  confirm  the  people  in  their 
devotion.  It  was  commenced  by  his  Holiness,  who 
was  present,  and  gave  the  benediction,  and  many 
of  the  cardinals  assisted  at  it.  The  concourse 
of  people  was  so  immense,  that  even  that  spacious 
church  could  not  contain  them  all,  many  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  the  piazza.  In  this  manner 
did  the  devoted  servant  of  God  finish  his  work 
during  the  holy  year,  with  so  much  satisfaction  to 
the  supreme  pontiff,  who  held  him  in  the  highest 
esteem,  that  he  refused  him  permission  to  go 
elsewhere,  and  ordered  him  to  stay  in  Rome, 
and  to  come  to  him  every  Sunday  evening 
that  they  might  converse  on  things  relating  to 
the  salvation  of  souls,  and  the  general  good  of 
his  flock.  However,  some  time  after  this  he  gave 
him  permission  to  give  missions  in  Lucca  and 
other  places,  as  we  will  now  relate. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

BLESSED  LEONARD  RETURNS  TO  LUCCA  TO  GIVE  MISSIONS 
THERE,  AS  WELL  AS  IN  THE  ARCHBISHOPRIC  OP  BO- 
LOGNA, FROM  WHENCE  HE  IS  SENT  FOR  TO  ROME, 
WHERE  HE  DEPARTS  THIS  LIFE  IN  HIS  RETREAT  OF 
S.  BUONAVENTURA. 

The  authorities  of  Lucca  having  petitioned  the 
Pope  to  send  Blessed  Leonard  to  give  them  a 
mission  during  the  year  of  the  Jubilee  at  a  time 

,  when  he  could  not  be  spared  from  Rome,  he  was 
now  ordered  to  go  there.    He  began  accordingly 

^  to  prepare  for  the  journey,  and  before  his  depar- 
ture  he  was  anxious  to  complete  the  work  he  had 

°         begun,  the  establishment  of  the  Via  Crucis  in 

}l  the  Coliseum,  a  place  sanctified  by  the  blood  of 
many  martyrs.  This  was  undertaken  with  the 
approval  of  Pope  Benedict  XIV.,  with  whose  per- 
mission he  had  instituted  a  confraternity  of  pious 
persons,  giving  them  the  title  of  "  Lovers  of  Jesus 
and  of  Mary,"  who  undertook  to  visit  in  proces- 
sion the  Stations  of  the  Cross  raised  within  the 
Coliseum,  and  also  induce  others  to  join  in  a  de- 
votion so  holy  and  so  acceptable  to  the  Lord. 
He  had  already  published  a  book,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  the  Pope,  containing  the  rules  for  the 
confraternity,  and  the  prayers  to  be  said.  For 
the  completion  of  the  work,  nothing  remained 
to  be  done  but  the  blessing  of  the  crosses, 
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and  he  obtained  leave  for  this  on  the  27th  of 
December,  the  feast  of  S.  John  the  Evangelist. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Monsignor  tbe 
Vice-gerent  of  Rome,  Patriarch  of  Constantinople ; 
on  this  occasion  he  preached  in  the  amphitheatre, 
within  which  were  assembled  an  immense  multi- 
tude, and  exhorted  all  to  atteud  frequently  the 
pious  exercises  of  the  Via  Crucis,  reminding 
them  that  besides  gaining  many  indulgences,  medi- 
tating on  the  Passion  of  our  Lord  at  the  fourteen 
Stations  must  necessarily  cause  a  reformation 
in  manners  and  morals.  It  might  appear  to  some 
that  such  a  devotion  as  this  could  not  last,  for 
several  reasons,  but  it  has  been  proved  to  the  con- 
trary, for  the  "  Lovers  of  Jesus  and  Mary"  are  still 
to  be  found  in  the  Coliseum  on  the  appointed  days, 
together  with  many  persons  of  distinction,  who 
are  living  in  the  fear  of  God.  Blessed  Leonard 
intended  to  build  an  oratory  for  the  confraternity, 
but  death  prevented  him  fulfilling  this  intention ; 
however,  the  Pope  at  his  own  expense  caused 
one  to  be  erected  near  the  church  of  SS.  Cosma 
and  Damian,  in  Campo  Vaccino ;  and  also,  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  good  regulation  of  the 
confraternity,  he  appointed  that  the  women  should 
assemble  in  the  church  of  the  martyrs,  and  the 
men  in  the  oratory,  and  gave  them  for  their 
spiritual  director  the  father-guardian  of  the 
time  being  of  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura. 

Having  thus  established  the  devotion  of  the 
Via  Crucis,  Blessed  Leonard  yielded  to  the  en- 
treaties of  the  authorities  of  Lucca  to  give  a 
mission  in  that  place,  and  began  to  prepare  for 
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his  departure.  On  the  14th  of  April  he  presented 
himself  at  the  feet  of  the  Pope  to  receive  his 
benediction,  and  when  he  heard  his  Holiness  give 
an  order  for  him  to  travel  in  a  carriage,  he  stood 
in  silent  astonishment.  The  holy  Pontiff  re- 
peated the  same  order,  "I  desire  that  you  go 
to  Lucca  in  a  carriage,  and  in  November  I  shall 
expect  you  again  in  Rome."  The  following 
day  he  set  off  on  his  journey,  and  in  a  few  days 
reached  Florence,  where  he  found  many  people 
assembled  to  welcome  him,  amongst  whom  were 
many  priests,  regulars,  and  seculars,  with  nobles 
and  persons  of  distinction ;  they  all  crowded 
around  him  as  he  passed  to  kiss  his  hand  or 
habit,  and  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  they 
could  be  prevented  cutting  pieces  off  his  cloak. 
The  archbishop  of  Florence  and  the  bishop  of  Fie- 
sole  begged  him  to  visit  several  convents  of  nuns, 
which  he  did  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  occu- 
pants. He  found  the  convent  of  S.  Francesco  al 
Monte,  where  he  was  received,  very  distracting, 
in  consequence  of  visits  from  seculars,  there- 
fore he  removed  to  the  Solitude  delF  Incontro, 
which  he  had  founded  thirty-five  years  before 
in  a  secluded  place,  in  the  mountains  of  Tus- 
cany, and  here  he  stayed  some  days  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  perfect  peace  and  tranquillity  of  spirit. 
On  the  5th  of  May  he  went  to  Lucca,  where  he 
was  held  in  great  esteem  for  the  holy  life  he  had 
led  there,  and  the  good  he  had  done  to  souls,  he 
was  received  with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of 
veneration  and  affection.  The  missions  were  even 
more  numerously  attended  than  they  had  been 
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the  year  before  ;  the  concourse  was  so  great  that 
the  spacious  cathedral  of  S.  Martino  could  not 
contain  half,  and  he  was  obliged  to  preach  in  the 
Piazza  of  San  Michele  in  Foro.  Although  it 
happened  at  the  beginning  of  the  mission  that 
the  holy  father,  worn  with  age  and  very  weak 
from  unceasing  fatigue,  fell  sick,  and  his  mind 
gave  way  so  that  he  was  unable  to  preach  for 
some  days,  he  made  an  effort  with  his  usual 
energy,  and  went  on  with  his  apostolical  minis- 
trations, and  ended  the  mission  ;  the  tone  of  his 
voice  was  so  touching,  and  his  manner  so  impres- 
sive, that  no  one  could  refrain  from  tears.  From 
Lucca  he  went  to  Camajore,  and  as  he  passed 
through  Via  Reggio,  he  was  requested  to  preach 
a  sermon,  which  proved  the  means  of  putting  an 
end  to  a  public  scandal.  A  man  in  that  place 
was  living  in  the  sin  of  adultery  with  a  servant 
whom  he  kept  in  his  house,  and  in  consequence 
of  whom  he  conceived  a  mortal  hatred  to  his  wife, 
so  that  she  was  obliged  to  leave  the  house, 
taking  her  son  with  her.  Divine  Providence 
led  the  servant  to  hear  Blessed  Leonard  preach, 
his  words  entered  her  heart,  she  instantly  felt 
compunction,  and  corresponding  with  the  grace 
given  wept  bitterly,  she  detested  her  sin,  and  re- 
solved to  change  her  way  of  living.  She  returned 
home  and  spoke  to  her  master  with  so  much  zeal 
and  fervour,  that  he  was  alarmed,  sent  her  away, 
and  entreated  his  wife  and  son  to  return  to  him 
and  be  reconciled,  asking  their  forgiveness,  to  the 
great  joy  of  all  in  the  place,  who  returned  thanks 
to  Almighty  God,  for  having,  by  means  of  His 
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servant,  removed  so  great  a  scandal.  Three  days 
after,  this  man,  who  had  so  long  been  living  in 
sin,  was  summoned  before  the  tribunal  of  God. 
Iu  Camajore  there  was  also  another  most  striking 
instance  of  the  grace  of  God  working  in  the  heart 
by  means  of  his  powerful  preaching.  A  woman 
whose  son  nine  years  before  had  been  murdered, 
determined  never  to  leave  the  murderer  in  peace, 
and  her  only  surviving  son  had  also  made  the 
same  determination,  and  in  reply  to  every  one  who 
endeavoured  to  reconcile  them,  they  declared  that 
no  priest  or  missionary  should  ever  induce  them 
to  forgive  him.  In  these  dispositions  the  mother 
and  son  went  to  hear  the  sermon  on  the  devotion 
to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  which  the  pious  missionary 
was  accustomed  to  preach  in  his  missions,  they 
were  both  so  softened  and  felt  so  much  compunc- 
tion, that  they  ceased  to  feel  any  animosity,  and 
publicly  declared  peace  with  their  enemy,  to  the 
great  joy  and  edification  of  all  in  the  place. 

The  Pope  having  ordered  Blessed  Leonard  to 
begin  his  apostolic  labours  in  the  mountains  of 
Bologna  on  the  feast  of  S.  Bartholomew,  he  gave 
missions  on  his  way  to  that  place  in  Brancoli  and 
Gallicano,  to  which  place  many  came  from  Lucca, 
Florence,  and  Modena,  so  that  the  influx  was  so 
great,  that;  it  became  necessary  to  build  two 
bridges  over  the  Serchio,  and  at  the  last  sermon 
thirty  thousand  people  were  assembled.  He  gave 
three  missions  in  the  country,  and  during  the 
whole  time  he  suffered  so  much,  that  he  fre- 
quently fainted  on  the  platform,  and  was  una- 
ble to  finish  his  sermon ;  he  said  frequently  to 
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his  companions  that  these  would  be  his  last 
missions.  To  Father  Diego,  of  Florence,  who,  for 
twenty-six  years  had  accompanied  him  in  his 
missions,  he  sometimes  said  that  he  only  wished 
to  preach  him  one  more  sermon.  It  was  also 
observed,  that  instead  of  preparing  his  sermon 
as  usual,  he  only  held  in  his  hand  the  maxims 
which  he  had  drawn  up  in  1717,  and  which  are 
to  be  found  published  in  many  forms.  When 
he  was  seen  giving  his  attention  to  these 
maxims,  reading  them  over,  and  examining 
them  with  great  attention,  his  companions  used 
to  ask  him  to  lay  them  aside  for  the  present, 
and  to  prepare  for  his  sermon.  "  No,"  he  replied, 
"these  maxims  are  now  all  that  are  necessary 
for  me."  These,  and  other  similar  things  made 
them  fear  that  his  end  was  near,  and  that 
he  was  already  warned  of  it.  On  the  29th  of  Oc 
tober,  in  reply  to  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
Signor  Belmonte,  he  wrote  these  words :  "  If  it 
pleases  the  most  High  to  permit  me  to  arrive  in 
Rome,  I  believe  that  I  shall  have  accomplished 
His  last  will  regarding  me,  for  the  vessel  is  frail, 
and  no  longer  sea- worthy.  The  month  of  Novem- 
ber came,  the  time  appointed  by  the  Pope,  who 
had  lately  written  him  a  most  affectionate  letter, 
for  his  return  to  Rome,  and  he  determined  to 
set  out  on  his  journey.  He  went  first  to  Ferrara, 
where  he  had  been  summoned  by  the  archbishop, 
who  desired  to  hold  a  conference  with  him. 

From  Ferrara  he  returned  to  Bologna,  and  set 
off  on  his  way  to  Rome  by  the  Loreto  road  on  the 
15th  of  November,  he  reached  Loreto  on  the  20tb, 
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and  Monsignor  Stella  the  governor  received  him 
with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of  esteem,  and 
begged  he  would  take  up  his  abode  in  the  palace  ; 
but  this  most  humble  servant  of  God,  who  in  all 
his  journeys  had  never  deviated  from  his  rule  of 
lodging  in  monasteries,  in  order  to  be  under 
obedience  to  the  respective  superiors,  declined  the 
invitation  of  the  prelate,  and  went  to  the  hospice 
of  the  Minori  Osservanti,  where  he  passed  the 
night.  In  the  morning  he  offered  the  Holy 
Sacrifice  for  the  supreme  pontiff,  according  to  the 
request  made  by  the  archbishop  the  evening 
before ;  and  after  having  heard  another  mass  in 
the  same  chapel  he  departed  for  Tolentino,  and 
arrived  there  the  same  evening.  He  lodged  here 
in  the  convent  of  the  Minori  Osservanti,  and  it 
was  remarked  that  he  had  never  appeared  so 
cheerful,  and  even  joyous ;  his  companions,  not 
suspecting  the  cause,  were  astonished.  When  he 
left  Tolentino  in  the  morning  the  hills  were 
covered  with  snow,  and  he  suffered  so  much  from 
the  intense  cold  that  he  became  as  pale  as  a 
corpse.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  on  arriv- 
ing at  Ponte  della  Trave,  he  celebrated  mass, 
took  nothing  more  than  a  small  piece  of  bread 
for  his  sustenance,  and  pursued  his  journey  to 
Case  Nuove,  at  which  place  he  arrived  late  in  the 
evening.  As  he  stood  before  the  fire,  he  was 
suddenly  seized  with  a  shivering  fit ;  his  compa- 
nions went  to  his  assistance,  and  enquired  if  he  had 
a  fever ;  he  replied  with  great  composure  :  "  I  do 
not  know,"  and  began  saying  the  Divine  Office. 
When  he  had  finished  this,  he  took  some  slight  re- 
10 
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freshment,  and  went  to  bed,  but  very  soon  lie  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  convulsed  him 
so  much,  that  at  the  eighth  hour  of  the  night  he 
called  to  oue  of  his  companions  to  light  the  fire,  for 
he  could  not  lie  in  bed  any  longer.  When  they 
inquired  how  he  felt,  he  replied:  "I  am  ill," 
which  alarmed  them,  for  during  all  the  sufferings 
and  fatigue  he  had  endured  for  twenty-six  years, 
they  had  never  heard  him  say  that  he  was  ill,  or 
even  utter  a  word  of  complaint,  for  he  bore  all  his 
pains  with  calm  cheerfulness.  On  the  morning  of 
the  following  day,  he  declared  he  was  well  enough 
to  proceed  on  his  journey  to  Foligno,  where  he 
wished  to  celebrate  mass  ;  his  companions  endea- 
voured to  keep  him  quiet  for  that  day,  for  he  was 
so  weak  that  he  could  hardly  stand ;  he  replied 
with  much  feeling  :  "  Brother,  one  mass  is  worth 
more  than  all  the  treasures  of  the  world  ;"  and  then 
went  to  the  altar,  but  he  with  difficulty  finished, 
he  trembled  in  every  limb,  and  his  voice  was 
almost  inaudible.  On  going  the  following  day 
from  Foligno  to  Spoleto,  the  driver  mistook  the 
road,  and  they  found  themselves  in  a  narrow  lane, 
through  which  the  carriage  could  not  pass ;  they 
were  obliged  to  get  out,  and  cross  on  foot  a  deep 
ditch.  However  he  arrived  at  the  convent  of 
Spoleto,  but  quite  exhausted,  and  in  such  a  state 
that  they  feared  he  was  dying ;  for  all  this  he  said 
the  Divine  Office,  assisted  by  his  companions.  They 
entreated  him  to  rest  here,  but  he  refused,  saying 
that  his  holiness  had  ordered  him  to  be  in  Rome 
in  November,  and  pursued  his  journey  to  Civita 
Castellana,  from  whence,  on  the  morning  of  th 
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27th,  he  proceeded  to  Rome,  In  this  last  day  of 
his  weary  and  painful  journey  he  manifested 
more  than  ever  his  ardent  desire  of  again  finding 
rest  in  his  beloved  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura, 
and  often  enquired  how  far  they  were  from  Rig- 
nano,  then  how  far  from  Castel  Nuovo,  where,  as 
they  halted  three  hours,  he  determined,  though 
with  great  difficulty,  to  finish  the  office  of  that 
day;  he  then  asked  Father  Diego  when  they 
would  arrive  at  Pontemollo,  and  went  on  to  say : 
"  Brother,  during  these  last  missions  in  Bologna, 
I  have  often  said  I  wished  to  speak  to  you,  and 
preach  you  a  sermon,  now  what  I  wished  to  say, 
is  this.  As  soon  as  we  shall  have  arrived  at  our 
convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  I  desire  you  will 
give  the  box  containing  my  sermons  to  the  father 
guardian,  and  tell  him  that  I  willingly  give  them 
up,  for  in  my  writings  I  have  done  nothing ;  tell 
him  also  to  give  these  sermons  to  our  community, 
for  they  will  urge  them  to  be  active  and  zealous 
in  the  sacred  ministry  for  the  salvation  of  souls, 
and  that  if  he  does  not  do  this  he  will  have  to 
render  an  account  to  God.  Give  also  to  the 
father  guardian  the  key  of  the  box  which  contains 
the  image  of  the  Madonna,  the  crucifix,  and  the 
other  things  we  have  used  in  the  missions."  He 
continued,  "My  brother,  despoil  yourself  willingly 
of  these  things."  To  this  Father  Diego  replied, 
that  he  willingly  despoiled  himself  of  everything. 
"I  rejoice,"  continued. Blessed  Leonard,  "that  you 
are  entirely  detached  from  everything  earthly, 
and  I  wish  that  your  sole  desire  may  be  to  do 
the  will  of  God."   He  then  went  on  to  exhort 
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him  to  keep  strictly  his  sacred  vows,  to  strive  to 
lead  a  holy  life,  and  be  in  peace,  for  then  God 
would  love  him,  and  he  would  persevere  to  the 
end  in  the  Retreat  Soon  after  this  he  said: 
"I  feel  that  death  is  near."  Father  Diego,  to 
encourage  him,  said:  "There  is  no  sign  of 
death  ;"  he  replied,  "  I  feel  that  I  am  dying,  but 
doubt  not,  my  brother,  that  I  shall  always  pray  to 
God  for  you,  having  always  loved  you,  and  desired 
your  well-being."  He  remained  quiet  for  a  little 
while,  then  sighing  deeply,  he  raised  himself  up 
in  the  carriage,  and  said,  "  Brother,  return  thanks 
to  God  for  me,  for  He  has  mercifully  granted  that 
which  I  have  desired,  to  die  in  my  dear  convent." 
As  soon  as  they  had  passed  through  the  gates  of 
Rome,  he  said  to  Father  Diego :  "  Intone  the  Te 
Deum,  and  I  will  make  the  responses."  And 
thus  chanting  the  praises  of  God,  he  arrived  at  his 
convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th  of  November.  He  descended  from  the 
carriage  with  much  difficulty,  and  was  so  weak 
that  they  could  hardly  feel  his  pulse  beating.  He 
was  carried  to  the  infirmary,  where,  after  having 
made  his  confession,  he  desired  to  receive  the 
holy  Viaticum,  and  an  hour  after  his  arrival  it 
was  administered  to  him,  all  the  community 
being  present.  When  the  Blessed  Sacrament  ap- 
proached, he  fell  on  his  knees  in  an  ecstasy,  making 
acts  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  with  so  much 
devotion  and  fervour,  that  all  around  him  were 
moved  to  tears.  After  remaining  for  some  time 
in  prayer,  he  was  told  the  doctor  had  come, 
and  he  begged  that  he  would  not  order  him  to  eat 
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meat,  anxious  even  to  his  last  breath  to  observe 
the  rule  of  abstinence,  which  he  had  done  for  so 
many  years.  He  took,  however,  a  cordial  from 
the  hands  of  the  infirmarian,  thanked  him,  and 
said :  "  Ah,  well  would  it  be  if  as  much  care  was 
taken  of  the  soul  as  the  body."  Having  taken 
the  draught,  he  added :  "  Brother,  I  cannot  find 
words  to  thank  God  for  the  favour  He  has  granted 
me,  in  permitting  me  to  die  amongst  my  religious 
in  the  Ketreat.  Soon  after  this  he  expressed  a 
wish  to  write  to  his  holiness,  to  testify  his  obedi- 
ence, and  asked  for  writing  materials,  but  his 
confessor  thought  it  better  not  to  allow  him  to 
write,  and  said  they  would  send  a  message  to 
Monsignor  Belmonte,  who  would  apprize  the  pope 
of  his4arrival.  That  prelate  came  to  him  in  the 
evening,  and  was  much  grieved  to  see  him  so  near 
death ;  the  servant  of  God ,  on  seeing  him 
rejoiced,  and  with  a  smiling  countenance,  said : 
"  May  the  will  of  God  be  done,  and  that  which 
tends  to  His  glory.  Will  you  oblige  me  by 
making  known  to  his  holiness  my  sentiments  of 
filial  obedience."  The  bishop  said:  "Father 
Leonard,  you  are  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  He 
will,  I  hope,  give  you  possession  of  eternal  glory, 
and  I  trust  you  will  not  fail  to  pray  for  his  holi- 
ness, and  for  me."  To  which  he  replied :  "  I  shall 
do  so  willingly."  Monsignor  Belmonte  then  went 
away,  and  the  dying  man,  wishing  to  be  more 
recollected,  desired  to  be  left  alone,  telling  those 
who  were  standing  round  his  bed  to  go  and  take 
some  repose.  The  infirmarian  alone  remained, 
standing  outside  the  door,  where  he  heard  him 
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making  the  most  fervent  acts  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  invoking  the  Blessed  Virgin,  speaking  to  her 
as  if  she  were  present.  In  a  little  while  the 
infirmarian  approached  the  bed,  and  perceiving  a 
bright  hectic  spot  on  his  cheeks,  touched  him,  and 
found  he  was  in  a  burning  fever.  They  adminis- 
tered the  Sacrament  of  Extreme  Unction,  which 
he  received  with  great  devotion,  and  soon  after, 
without  a  struggle,  he  slept  in  the  Lord.  He 
departed  to  receive  the  reward  of  all  his  labours 
for  the  glorj  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  souls, 
at  the  seventh  hour  of  the  night  on  Friday,  the  26th 
of  November,  1751,  aged  seventy-four  years,  eleven 
months,  and  six  days,  fifty-three  years  of  which 
had  been  employed  in  the  religious  life,  and  forty 
hr  giving  missions.  Early  in  the  morning  a 
messenger  was  sent  to  convey  the  intelligence  to 
the  pope,  who,  when  he  heard  it,  said  with  much 
feeling :  "  Our  loss  on  earth  is  very  great,  but  we 
have  gained  an  advocate  in  heaven/'  tears 
dropped  from  his  eyes  while  he  spoke.  Scarcely 
had  the  news  of  his  death  spread  through  the 
city,  than  the  church  and  convent  of  S.  Buona- 
ventura  were  crowded  with  people.  To  prevent 
disorders  they  deemed  it^  wise  not  to  expose  the 
body  every  day,  but  only  during  the  mass,  and  at 
the  funeral,  when  it  was  placed  before  the  High 
Altar.  Monsignors  Reali,  Belmonte,  and  Giovardi, 
after  the  solemn  ceremony  was  ended,  carried  the 
bier  to  the  infirmary,  where  it  remained  the  whole 
day.  In  the  mean  time,  the  crowd  had  increased  so 
much,  that  the  lane  which  leads  to  the  convent 
was  full,  and  they  were  obliged  to  place  a  guard 
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of  twelve  soldiers  at  the  gate.  Towards  evening, 
three  cardinals,  Guadagni,  the  pope's  vicar,  Bardi, 
and  Monti,  with  Monsignor  de  Rossi,  and  other 
distinguished  people,  seculars,  priests,  and  the  re- 
ligious of  various  orders,  and  every  one,  on  be- 
holding that  sacred  body,  said  that  a  most  faith- 
ful servant  of  God  was  dead,  one  of  those  men 
of  whom  the  Blessed  Saviour  said  in  the  Gos- 
pel: "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  who  labour  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest." 
Some  ladies  of  high  rank,  desiring,  in  their 
devotion,  to  see  him  before  he  was  buried,  came 
the  same  evening  to  the  church,  amongst  them 
were  the  Duchesses  Strozzi,Cesarini,and  Carpineto, 
accompanied  by  many  persons  of  distinction, 
who  all  came  to  pray  for  some  grace  which 
they  desired.  At  one  hour  of  the  night  the 
church  was  closed,  for  even  then  the  multitude 
endeavoured  to  press  into  it,  notwithstanding  the 
guard.  They  carried  the  corpse  into  the  infir- 
mary, where,  after  having  gazed  upon  it  for 
some  time,  they  went  away,  and  at  day-break  the 
interment  took  place  in  the  following  manner. 
Monsignor  Giovardi  slept  that  night  in  the  con- 
vent, in  order  to  be  present,  as  did  also  the  no- 
tary, who  drew  up  the  deed  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  community,  and  the  Father  Provincial.  The 
body  of  Blessed  Leonard  was  then  examined  juri- 
dically, and  found  to  be  as  soft  and  flexible  as  if 
he  were  living ;  it  was  then  placed  in  a  coffin, 
which  was  sealed,  and  by  order  of  the  pope,  placed 
in  a  separate  grave,  in  front  of  the  chapel  of  S. 
Francis ;  a  stone  was  placed  over  it  with  the 
following  inscription : 
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D.  0.  M. 

Hie  jacet 
F.  Leonardus  a  Portu  Mauritio. 
Mission.  Apost.  Ordin.  Min.  Reform. 
Sacri  Recessus  S.  Bonav.  de  Urbe. 
Vixit  Ann.  LXXV.  Obiit  XXVI.  Novemb. 
MDCCLI. 

We  have  now  concluded  our  sketch  of  the 
Life  of  Blessed  Leonard,  a  truly  apostolic  man, 
even  the  apostle  of  our  times,  the  glory  of  the 
republic  of  Genoa,  and  of  his  native  town,  Port 
Maurice,  a  light  of  the,  church,  and  an  ornament 
of  the  order  of  S.  Francis.  It  would  fill  many 
volumes  to  give  an  account  of  all  he  did  by  his 
teaching,  and  the  force  of  his  holy  example,  re- 
proving vice,  and  causing  virtue  to  flourish,  con- 
verting the  most  hardened  sinners,  journeying 
through  the  country  in  all  seasons,  and  exposing 
himself  to  the  greatest  hardships  and  fatigues  in 
giving  missions.  His  memory  is  still,  and  will 
be  for  ages  to  come,  held  in  benediction  with  the 
people,  his  praise  is  in  every  mouth,  and  they 
never  weary  of  speaking  of  the  wonders  done  by 
him,  all  of  which  shall  be  described  in  the  second 
part  of  this  history.  However,  before  we  come  to 
that,  we  shall  refer  to  the  rule  of  life  established 
and  exactly  observed  by  him  in  the  course  of  his 
missions. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

RULES  ESTABLISHED  BY  BLESSED  LEONARD  FOR  THE 
CONDUCTING  OF  THE  MISSIONS,  WHICH  HE  HIMSELF 
FAITHFULLY  OBSERVED. 

Blessed  Leonard  knew  well,  that  in  giving 
missions,  above  all  things  order  is  requisite,  and 
that  good  example  is  the  soul  of  the  apostolical 
ministry,  without  this  all  labour  is  vain,  for,  as 
says  S.  Bernard,  "  Example  is  better  than  precept, 
and  makes  a  deeper  impression  on  thejnind  than 
the  most  eloquent  preaching."  Before  he  began 
his  first  mission  in  Tuscany  in  1712,  he  established 
rules,  which  were  strictly  observed  by  himself  and 
his  companions  during  the  whole  course  of  their 
ministry.   They  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Before  leaving  the  convent  he  requested  the 
superior  to  appoint  one  who  should  be  the  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  mission,  and  although 
he  would  not  have  the  same  authority  as  the 
guardian  of  a  convent,  it  should  devolve  on  him  to 
see  that  everything  was  done  in  order  and  with 
regularity;  he  desired  that  the  others  should 
submit  themselves  to  him,  never  undertaking  any- 
thing of  consequence,  or  going  to  distant  places 
without  consulting  him  ;  and  the  president  was  to 
give  advice  to  the  brothers,  to  enjoin  them  to 
live  in  peace,  and,  above  all  things,  to  observe  the 
rnles,  which  were  to  be  read,  at  least  once,  at  the 
commencement  of  every  mission. 
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2.  When  they  approach  the  place  where  the 
mission  is  to  be  given,  they  shall  intone  the 
Litanies,  the  Veni  Creator,  and  other  prayers  to 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  recite  the 
antiphons  of  the  feast  of  S.  Francis  and  of  S. 
Vincent  Ferrer,  and  the  responsory  for  the  Feast 
of  S.  Antony,  so  that  these  three  saints,  elected 
as  patrons  of  our  missions,  may  obtain  by  their 
intercession  good  success,  and  that  all  should 
redound  to  the  greater  glory  of  God  and  the 
salvation  of  souls. 

3.  On  arriving  at  the  place  they  shall  pay 
a  visit  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  then  go 
to  the  house  of  the  parish  priest  to  pay  their 
respects,  kiss  his  hand,  and  ask  his  blessing  before 
beginning  the  mission. 

4.  The  thing  of  most  importance  in  the  mission 
is  to  have  the  missionaries  in  union  with  God, 
that  their  words  may  have  due  efficacy,  and  that 
God  may  bless  their  labours.  Every  morning  as 
soon  as  they  awake,  having  given  a  little  time  to 
necessary  things,  they  must  ail  unite  together  and 
take  the  discipline,  saying  in  a  low  voice  the  usual 
prayers,  then  they  must  read  the  points  of  medita- 
tation.  After  Prime  and  Tierce,  they  must  employ 
an  hour  in  meditation,  and  after  this  the  president 
shall  ring  the  bell,  when  they  shall  say  the  De  pro- 
fundis,  and  then  go  to  confession  every  morning, 
that  they  may  have  a  clear  conscience,  and  be  at 
peace  with  their  God. 

5.  In  the  morning,  the  one  having  lo  give  the  in- 
struction is  not  obliged  to  attend  at  meditation, 
but  they  must  keep  themselves  recollected  during 
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the  time,  often  raising  their  hearts  to  God  in  men- 
tal prayer ;  it  is  most  important  that  they  should 
be  united  to  God  in  prajer,  and  use  every  effort  to 
sanctify  themselves. 

6.  After  this  they  shall  go  to  church,  and  pray 
before  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  that  they  may 
celebrate  Mass  with  recollection.  After  Mass 
each  shall  go  to  the  confessional  appointed  him 
by  the  president,  and  they  are  not  to  hear  confes- 
sions in  any  other  church  without  leave  from  tho 
president. 

7.  The  president  shall  fix  the  time,  with  the 
counsel  of  others,  they  shall  employ  in  the  con- 
fessionals, according  to  circumstances  and  the 
number  of  penitents.  A  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  the  time  appointed  for  the  collation, 
which  on  feast  days  should  never  be  before 
twelve,  a  lay  brother  shall  warn  the  confessor 
to  hasten  the  confession  of  the  penitent ;  and  if 
the  confession  is  so  long  that  it  cannot  be  ended 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  shall  desire  him  to 
wait  until  after  collation  ;  and  if  he  cannot  wait, 
the  confessor  shall  exhort  him  to  come  another 
day,  giving  him  a  written  paper  as  a  token,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  admitted  the  first  to  the 
confessional. 

8.  If  the  house  in  which  they  are  lodged  is  far 
from  the  church,  whoever  is  first  in  leaving  the 
confessional  shall  wait  for  his  companion,  kneel- 
ing before  the  high  altar,  so  that  they  may  return 
home  together.  This  rule,  however,  does  not  hold 
when  the  church  is  near,  and  is  not  to  be  ob- 
served when  there  is  anything  particular  to  be 
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done  ;  in  that  case,  not  finding  any  priest  ready  to 
accompany  him,  he  may  go  alone,  because  neces- 
sity has  no  law.  The  president  shall  decide  res- 
pecting the  distance  from  the  church. 

9.  The  brother  who  is  appointed  to  preach  re- 
quiring more  time  to  study,  may  be  allowed  to 
leave  the  church  earlier,  and  take  his  collation 
alone,  with  permission  from  the  president. 

10.  When  they  return  home  from  the  church 
they  shall  recite  Sext  and  None,  after  which  they 
shall  make  a  short  examination  of  conscience,  and 
at  a  sign  from  the  oldest  among  them,  they 
shall  gain  the  Indulgence  by  saying  six  Pater 
nosters  and  Aves,  and  end  with  the  De  profundis. 

11.  During  collation  no  book  is  to  be  read,  and 
they  shall  say  one  Ave  Maria  instead  of  the 
blessing,  as  is  the  custom  in  our  convent,  and  also 
one  in  returning  thanks. 

12.  After  collation  a  sign  shall  be  given  by  the 
oldest,  and  they  shall  retire  to  their  rooms,  in 
summer  for  an  hour,  and  in  winter  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  to  repose,  if  they  need  it,  or  to  study, 
or  read,  as  they  please  ;  a  strict  silence  is  to  be  ob- 
served during  this  time,  and  no  confessions  are  to 
be  heard  at  this  hour ;  in  this  they  must  all  be 
agreed,  so  that  all  things  may  be  done  well  and 
in  order.  Let  no  one  feel  anxious  on  this  point, 
for  an  act  of  obedience,  ordered  for  the  relief  of 
an  oppressed  body,  is  more  pleasing  to  God  than 
attempts  to  convert  the  whole  world.  Only  on 
the  day  on  which  the  papal  benediction  is  given 
and  the  following  days,  are  the  priests  of  the 
mission  allowed  to  hear  confessions  at  this  time. 
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13.  After  repose  the  president  shall  cause  a 
bell  to  he  rung,  and  they  shall  recite  together  Ves- 
pers and  Compline,  and  those  who  do  not  require 
time  to  study  may  return  to  the  confessionals,  re. 
maining  there  as  long  as  their  strength  will  per- 
mit, and  those  who  remain  to  study,  shall  ask  per- 
mission of  the  Father  president  to  take  the  time 
necessary  for  preparation  to  discourse  properly  on 
the  word  of  God. 

14.  During  the  sermons  in  the  church  they 
shall  not  hear  the  confessions  of  women,  and  if 
those  of  men  are  heard,  they  must  be  taken  to 
some  place  where  they  are  not  seen  by  the  con- 
gregation. If  there  are  no  confessions  to  hear 
each  shall  employ  himself  in  some  good  work. 

15.  After  the  sermons  they  shall  begin  to  hear 
confessions,  if  there  be  time,  for  then  the  peni- 
tents will  be  found  iu  good  dispositions ;  and  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  time  appointed  by 
the  president  they  shall  be  warned,  so  that  they 
may  act  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  morning, 

16.  As  soon  as  they  are  all  assembled  they  shall 
say  Matins  together,  and  afterwards  make  a  short 
examination  of  conscience  ;  and  after  having  said 
the  Litanies  and  other  prayers,  they  shall  say  the 
prayers  to  gain  the  Indulgence,  as  in  the  convent. 
This  manner  of  reciting  the  Divine  Office  toge- 
ther shall  be  observed  as  often  as  possible  by  all, 
excepting  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  such  as 
having  a  penitent  on  their  hands  whose  confession 
cannot  be  deferred,  or  to  receive  any  person  com- 
ing for  advice.  In  order  not  to  keep  the  others 
waiting,  they  shall  make  a  sign  to  the  Father 
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president  that  this  Father  is  engaged,  otherwise 
they  will  disarrange  the  time  for  the  common 
refection. 

17.  Before  supper  they  shall  give  the  blessing 
as  in  the  refectory,  and  seat  themselves  in  silence, 
and  one  shall  read  a  short  chapter  of  some  spiri- 
tual book,  and  one  or  two  cases  of  conscience  shall 
be  read  at  a  sign  from  the  president.  Then  the 
reader  shall  close  the  book,  and  they  shall  begin 
to  eat  in  silence ;  and  when  the  first  portion  is 
finished  the  president  shall  say,  "  Tu  autem  Do- 
mine,  &c."  and  all  shall  respond,  "Deo  gratias," 
After  this  they  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  in  a  low 
voice,  discoursing  on  matters  relating  to  the  mis- 
sion, refraining  from  altercation  or  loud  speaking, 
which  might  give  scandal  to  the  seculars,  who 
mark  every  action  of  the  missionaries,  and  every 
one  must  be  cautious  not  to  say  anything  which 
might  disgust  or  displease  his  companions ;  and 
although  they  may  be  allowed  to  indulge  freely  in 
conversation  for  relaxation  of  the  mind,  it  must 
be  with  a  holy  freedom  ;  they  must  be  very  care- 
ful not  to  indulge  in  anything  approaching  to  li- 
centious talking,  or  trifling  jokes,  which  might 
dissipate  the  mind.  It  shall  be  the  care  of  the 
president  to  reprove  any  one  who  offends  in  this 
way. 

18.  After  supper  they  shall  return  thanks  as  in 
the  convent,  and  after  sitting  for  a  while  to  dis- 
cuss things  connected  with  the  mission,  the  oldest 
shall  say,  "Tu  autem  Domine,  &c."  A  strict 
silence  must  be  kept,  as  in  the  convent,  and  all 
who  retire  to  their  rooms  for  repose  must  be 
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very  careful  not  to  make  a  noise  to  disturb  the 
others.  The  amount  of  time  to  be  spent  in 
sleep  is  to  be  settled  bj  the  president. 

19.  Two  or  three  days  after  the  mission  is  be- 
gun, they  shall  ring  the  bell  at  one  hour  of  the 
night  for  hardened  sinners,  exhorting  the  people  as 
usual ;  and  the  president,  before  the  mission  com- 
mences, shall  write  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  not 
only  for  faculties  to  hear  confessions,  and  give  abso- 
lution where  it  has  been  deferred,  but  to  apply  the 
indulgence  of  forty  days  to  all  those  functions 
which  they  shall  judge  convenient. 

20.  In  our  missions,  which  are  given  for  the 
glory  of  God,  the  first  object  should  be  good  ex- 
ample. For  the  holy  father  S.  Francis  attests,  he 
expects  from  us  that  we  should  preach  more  by 
our  example  than  by  our  words.  We  shall  see 
how  necessary  it  is  to  practise  retirement  even 
more  than  in  the  convent ;  we  must  not  let  our- 
selves be  seen  except  when  we  are  preaching, 
saying  mass,  or  confessing.  No  one  is  to  go  out 
without  leave  from  the  president,  excepting  the 
lay-brothers,  who  are  obliged  to  go  for  what  is 
necessary,  they  must  never  go  out  alone. 

21.  During  the  mission  no  complimentary  visits 
are  to  be  paid,  and  not  even  the  sick  are  to  be 
visited,  excepting  when  any  dying  person  particu- 
larly solicits  it :  all  the  rest  are  to  be  left  till  the 
mission  is  ended. 

22.  No  woman  of  any  rank  or  station  is  allow- 
ed to  enter  the  house  on  any  pretext  whatever ; 
the  rooms,  however,  are  to  be  kept  clean  and  in 
order.   Any  one  is  allowed  to  sleep  on  the  floor ; 
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and  when  they  cannot  bear  this  mortification, 
they  must  make  up  for  it  by  their  good  exam- 
ple, so  that  our  preaching  may  be  efficacious  in 
converting  souls. 

23.  The  missionaries  must  subsist  by  alms,  using 
strict  abstinence,  and  eating  only  the  coarsest 
food.  Neither  the  community,  the  parish,  or  the 
bishop,  are  on  any  account  to  boar  the  expense. 
In  the  first  sermon  he  shall  declare  our  poverty  to 
the  people,  and  that  we  desire  to  live  by  begging 
from  door  to  door,  according  to  the  rule  of  S.  Fran- 
cis, and  that  we  eat  only  Lenten  food ;  and  that  if 
for  the  love  of  God  they  bring  us  what  is  necessary, 
we  shall  be  spared  the  trouble  of  going  to  their 
houses,  telling  them  that  we  require  nothing  more 
than  bare  necessaries,  and  that  whatever  remains 
is  distributed  amongst  the  poor.  All  this  shall 
be  declared  to  the  people,  but  at  the  same  time 
informing  them,  that  though  originally  we  eat  only 
herbs,  we  are  allowed  one  small  portion  of  fish 
fresh  or  salted,  and  on  the  day  of  benediction 
something  additional.  It  is  most  desirable  that 
every  one  should  adopt  this  mode  of  living  will- 
ingly, and  live  conformable  to  the  good  example 
given  us  by  our  seraphic  Father  S.  Francis. 

24.  In  order,  that  good  example  may  be  accom- 
panied by  a  proper  "sustenance  for  our  religious, 
they  shall  inform  the  people  that  though  during 
the  days  they  do  penance  and  fast  for  them,  yet 
they  do  not  observe  a  rigid  fast.  That  we  take 
in  the  morning  a  pottage  with  various  kinds  of 
fruit,  according  to  the  season,  and  whatever  is 
necessary  is  provided  for  those  that  are  weak 
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and  indisposed,  but  that  in  community  we 
only  receive  portions  of  fish  on  Sundays  and 
feast  days. 

25.  In  the  evening  they  shall  give  out  the 
usual  portions,  viz.,  two  of  soup,  and  salad  boiled 
or  fresh,  one  portion  of  fish,  fresh  or  salted,  If 
anything  remains  it  shall  be  given  to  the  poor.  If 
fishes  should  be  sent  in  abundance,  either  they 
shall  not  be  received  or  shall  be  sent  to  the  neigh- 
bouring convents,  or  given  to  the  poor.  Nothing 
must  be  done  that  could  give  scandal  to  the  people, 
so  that  they  may  all  know  and  feel  that  we  desire 
nothing  but  the  glory  of  God  and  their  eternal 
salvation,  and  are  willing  to  endure  all  things 
to  gain  that.  Most  assuredly  the  result  of  our 
labour,  in  a  great  measure,  depends  on  this 
point;  we  may  be  certain  that  God  grants  an 
especial  grace,  and  silences  the  adversaries  of 
those  who  persevere  in  this  mode  of  life.  We 
read  in  the  Life  of  S.  Dominic,  that  being  ac- 
cused by  some  heretics  of  living  well  when  he  was 
giving  his  missions,  he  purposely  went  during 
Lent  to  lodge  in  the  house  of  some  protestants, 
and  they  observing  that  he  ate  nothing  but  bread 
and  water  the  whole  time,  were  so  impressed  by 
his  self-denial,  that  they  were  converted  to  the 
true  faith.  The  world  thinks  more  of  eating  than 
anything  else,  thus  they  think  that  mode  of  life 
iusupportable,  which  to  us  is  so  easy,  and  believe 
it  supernatural ;  it  is  well  that  they  so  believe  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  salvation  of  souls.  In  the 
case  of  the  sick,  however,  everything  necessary 
is  to  be  provided  for  them,  whether  eggs,  mea't, 
11 
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or  whatever  else,  for  no  one  should  be  scandalized 
to  see  charity  used  towards  those  who,  from  oyer 
fatigue  or  any  other  cause,  are  ill. 

26.  We  exhort  every  one  to  drink  in  modern 
tion,  for  we  declare  that  wine  undiluted,  besides 
being  injurious  to  the  health,  has  other  very  bad 
effects  on  those  who  have  to  be  employed  all  day 
in  the  confessional. 

27.  When  the  missionaries  are  obliged  to  travel 
by  water  a  little  more  wine  may  be  taken,  but 
with  care  that  they  do  not  exceed  the  rule  of 
holy  poverty,  and  give  scandal  to  the  sailors.  In 
conversation  also  during  the  voyage  they  must 
be  careful  not  to  give  scandal,  all  must  be  ad- 
monished to  conduct  themselves  prudently,  and 
be  always  recollected. 

28.  When  it  happens  in  any  place  that  they 
do  not  find  things  convenient,  in  consequence  of 
the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  that  they  should 
not  be  well  affected  at  the  beginning  of  the  mis- 
sion, they  must  rejoice,  and  be  willing  to  suffer 
all  for  the  love  of  God,  giving  thanks  for  having 
an  opportunity  of  experiencing  the  effects  of  holy 
poverty.  By  these  means  many  souls  may  be 
gained. 

29.  In  going  to  the  place  where  the  mission 
is  to  be  given,  no  food  of  any  kind  is  to  be  taken 
with  them,  unless  they  should  have  to  travel 
by  water.  We  must  allow  no  one  to  eat  with  us 
and  refuse  to  eat,  in  any  house  even  that  of 
a  bishop,  or  some  person  of  consequence  who  may 
press  us  to  do  so.  Nothing  is  to  be  received  but 
the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  all  besides  this  which 
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they  bring  must  be  given  to  the  poor.  We  do 
not  beg  during  the  time  of  missions,  that  all  may 
know  we  seek  nothing  but  the  salvation  of  their 
sonls. 

30.  In  travelling  from  one  place  to  another, 
that  the  thoughts  may  not  be  dissipated,  after 
the  usual  morning  prayers  they  shall  each  give 
an  hour  to  meditation  as  they  walk  along,  and 
then  say  the  rosary  of  the  Seven  Joys ;  and  when 
they  approach  the  place  where  the  mission  is  to 
be  given,  they  shall  keep  silence  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  making  several  inward  acts,  unless 
prevented  by  fatigue.  In  this  way  the  soul  will 
be  united  to  God,  and  they  will  avoid  many  faults. 

31.  On  every  occasion  they  shall  be  exhorted 
to  live  in  peace  and  charity,  avoiding  everything 
which  may  displease  or  give  annoyance  amongst 
them ;  and  when  the  discussions  lead  to  alterca- 
tions, the  president  shall  put  an  end  to  them, 
whether  the  matter  be  trivial  or  for  some  good 
end. 

32.  The  president,  on  whom  devolves  the  direc- 
tion of  the  mission,  shall  take  counsel  in  all  things 
with  his  brethren,  and  when  there  arises  a  di- 
versity of  opinion,  after  having  listened  to  all, 
he  shall  resolve  what  is  best  to  be  done,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  will  of  God,  and  all  shall  conform 
to  his  judgment. 

33.  Every  one  shall  feel  indifferent  where  they 
hear  confessions,  for  the  place,  church,  and  con- 
fessional shall  be  assigned  by  the  president,  and 
they  must  be  ready  and  willing  to  confess  either 
men  or  women,  according  as  he  shall  judge  pro- 
per. 


Digitized  by  Google 


164 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


34.  In  hearing  confessions  they  must  be  very 
cautious,  for  one  hasty  or  imprudent  word  is 
sufficient  to  destroy  the  effects  of  the  mission. 
In  giving  the  penance  they  must  be  moderate, 
and  avoid  private  conferences,  or  interference  in 
marriages,  making  promises,  or  adjusting  differ- 
ences, or  any  designs  which  might  bring  odium 
upon  them,  give  an  unfavourable  impression,  and 
destroy  the  fruits  of  the  mission.  They  must  not 
ask  alms  of  their  penitents,  because  that  has  been 
known  to  lead  to  great  evils,  even  when  it  has 
been  requested  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  In  this 
every  one  must  be  agreed,  and  on  no  account 
must  they  receive  alms  for  masses,  but  all  shall 
say  mass,  either  for  our  own  dead,  or  for  the  souls 
in  Purgatory. 

35.  No  one  is  to  speak  to  women  out  of  the 
confessional,  excepting  in  cases  of  urgent  ne- 
cessity, and  then  always  in  the  presence  of  a 
third  person ;  they  must  not  enter  their  houses 
excepting  in  cases  of  dangerous  illness,  when  they 
must  be  accompanied  by  another  priest,  or  some 
responsible  person. 

36.  In  the  confessional  tbey  shall  hear  men  on 
one  side  and  women  on  the  other,  the  young  women, 
especially  if  they  are  spiritual,  are  not  to  be  kept 
long  in  the  confessional,  for  besides  losing  pre- 
cious time,  it  might  give  occasion  for  comment 
to  those  who  observed  it.  They  must  not  call 
the  women  by  name,  or  send  for  them,  and 
studiously  avoid  everything  which  might  cause 
scandal. 

37.  It  is  forbidden  to  distribute  rosaries  and 
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holy  pictures  in  the  confessionals,  for  various 
reasons ;  but  they  shall  be  given  by  one  of  the 
brothers  at  the  end  of  the  mission,  that  the  peni- 
tents may  come  to  confession  for  the  love  of  God, 
and  not  to  receive  these  things.  A  curtain  shall 
be  drawn  before  the  confessional,  so  that  no  one 
shall  see,  or  be  seen. 

38.  The  president  shall  see  that  the  lay-bro- 
thers do  not  go  out  when  there  is  no  necessity, 
or  enter  houses  unaccompanied  by  some  respon- 
sible person. 

39.  They  shall  limit  the  number  of  candles 
required  for  the  exposition  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment, they  must  not  be  less  than  twenty-four, 
or  more  than  fifty,  and  they  shall  exhort  the 
people  to  give  alms  for  this  end :  any  that  is  su- 
perfluous is  to  be  used  to  provide  torches  to  carry 
in  procession  when  the  Blessed  Sacrament  is  taken 
to  the  sick,  aud  for  other  things  required  in  the 
church. 

40.  No  small  altars  covered  with  super- 
fluous ornaments  shall  be  raised,  for  in  so  doing 
much  time  is  spent  which  might  be  employed  in 
doing  things  of  more  importance,  and  there  is 
danger  of  the  things  lent  being  lost  or  spoilt. 
Permission  is  only  to  be  given  during  the  sermon 
on  Mary  to  adorn  the  image  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
in  the  usual  manner. 

41.  They  shall  chaunt  the  usual  hymns  during 
the  time  the  people  are  assembling,  without  any 
variation,  viz.,  the  "  Salve  Regina,"  "In  Thee  I 
believe,  in  Thee  I  hope,"  "  Come  all  ye  faithful," 
and  the  "Eviva  Maria."   They  shall  have  no 
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musicians  without  permission,  excepting  in  sing- 
ing the  Miserere  in  the  procession  of  penitents, 
when  they  must  play  for  the  love  of  God  and 
charity. 

42.  In  this  procession  the  president  shall  take 
*  care  that  there  is  no  disorder,  and  that  the  men 

and  women  walk  separately,  and  the  rule  shall  be 
observed  without  introducing  novelties.  They 
shall  see  that  the  penitents  do  not  indulge  in  too 
severe  penances,  because  by  so  doing  they  will  lose 
their  health,  and  afterwards  blame  the  mission- 
aries. They  must  also  be  exhorted  to  dress 
themselves  modestly,  and  in  all  things  to  give 
edification. 

43.  In  these  same  processions  they  shall  not 
force  the  priests  to  walk  barefoot,  and  wear  a 
crown  of  thorns  on  their  heads  and  a  rope 
round  their  necks,  because  violence  might  be  in- 
jurious to  them,  but  they  shall  modestly  suggest 
what  is  done  in  other  places,  and  leave  them  at 
liberty  to  adopt  it.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
mission  they  shall  state  what  they  wish  to  be 
done ;  it  is  most  important  that  they  should  be 
on  good  terms  with  the  parish  priest,  and  the 
priests  secular  and  regular,  being  armed  with  no 
weapons  but  those  of  humility  and  meekness. 

44.  The  girls  who  attend  the  mission,  and  walk 
in  the  procession  of  penitents,  must  be  exhorted 
to  dress  plainly  and  be  modestly  veiled,  and  with- 
out any  display  of  vanity ;  against  this  sin  they 
must  inveigh  strongly,  so  that  they  may  bear  it 
in  mind  after  the  mission. 

45.  One  of  the  greatest  benefits  resulting  from 
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a  mission,  is  to  leave  all  the  people  in  peace  one 
with  another ;  and  the  better  to  establish  this,  they 
shall  elect  some  respected  persons,  either  ecclesias- 
tics or  seculars,  to  whom  they  shall  give  the  title  of 
mediators ;  they  shall  take  upon  themselves  the 
office  of  preventing  any  rudeness  of  behaviour,  andfcV 
the  smoothing  over  any  apparent  harshness  in  the 
missionaries,  but  they  must  not  meddle  too  much 
in  adjusting  differences,  but  endeavour  to  promote 
peace  between  the  contending  parties  ;  they  must 
not  bring  them  before  the  public,  excepting  in 
particular  cases,  and  then  they  must  consult  the 
president  beforehand  to  avoid  disorder*  When 
the  parties  are  reconciled,  they  are  not  to  go 
to  confession  in  the  morning,  but  after  the  ser- 
mon in  the  evening  they  shall  induce  them  to  go 
there,  without  using  coercion,  but  with  mildness 
and  charity ;  if  they  have  to  deal  with  hardened 
sinners  who  make  resistance,  they  must  commend 
them  to  the  mercy  of  God,  without  troubling 
themselves  further. 

46.  The  missions  are  not  to  last  less  than  a 
fortnight,  or  more  than  a  month;  some  days 
must  be  employed  after  the  papal  benediction 
in  hearing  confessions,  promoting  peace,  visiting 
the  sick,  and  confirming  the  good  done. 

47.  On  the  day  the  papal  benediction  is  given 
there  shall  be  a  general  communion,  but  as  all 
cannot  come  in  one  morning,  the  people  must  be 
informed,  that  to  gain  the  indulgence  they  may 
communicate  the  previous  days,  and  they  shall 
exhort  them  to  divide  their  families,  half  coming 
one  day,  and  the  remainder  the  day  following, 
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that  they  may  come  more  quietly  and  with  devo- 
tion. 

48.  The  principal  functions  of  our  missions 
shall  consist  as  follows.  In  the  morning,  after 
having  sung  the  "  Salve  Regina,"  an  offering  of 
the  day's  work  shall  be  made  to  God,  in  which  all 
the  people  shall  join  ;  then  the  instructions  shall 
be  given,  and  after  this,  the  relics  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  shall  be  exposed,  relating  an  exam- 
ple briefly  :  then  follows  benediction,  so  that  this 
function  shall  only  last  an  hour  and  a  quarter, 
because  the  people  must  go  to  their  daily  labour; 
to  keep  them  longer  would  do  more  harm  than 
good. 

49.  When  the  bell  has  been  rung  for  the  ser- 
mon, the  lay-brothers,  clerics,  and  boys  shall  carry 
the  cross,  singing  the  Litany  through  the  town  to 
assemble  the  people.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  num- 
ber are  in  the  church,  they  shall  begin  to  sing 
some  of  the  hymns  before  mentioned  for  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour.  Whilst  they  are  lighting  the 
candles  for  the  exposition  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment, one  of  the  priests  shall  say  the  acts  of 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  At  the  exposition  there 
shall  be  sung  "Viadoro  ogni  momento,"  and  the 
preacher  shall  say  a  few  words  upon  adoration  of 
the  Most  Holy  Sacrament,  and  then  a  Pater  and 
Ave  shall  be  said  for  their  benefactors.  The 
almsgiving  after  the  sermon  shall  be  employed 
in  the  manner  appointed;  the  length  of  the 
sermon  shall  be  regulated,  that  this  function 
last  only  an  hour  and  three  quarters.  After  the 
"  Laudate  Dominuni"  nothing  more  shall  be  said. 
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50.  There  shall  be  a  procession  of  penitents 
twice  during  the  mission  in  the  most  populous 
parts  of  the  town  ;  they  shall  be  conducted  in  the 
manner  described  above. 

5 J.  In  cities  and  populous  places,  after  a  fort- 
night of  fervent  preaching,  every  one  shall  go 
to  confession,  and  they  shall  begin  the  public 
exercises.  In  the  morning  a  brief  "Riforma" 
shall  be  given,  and  after  that  the  Holy  Sa- 
crifice celebrated,  then  an  abridgment  of  the 
meditation  ;  all  this  is  to  occupy  an  hour,  the 
evening  meditation  is  to  last  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
when  there  shall  be  exposition  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  benediction  being  given  at  the  end. 

52.  On  the  first  day,  when  the  exercises  are 
begun,  a  discourse  shall  be  given,  in  which  they 
shall  be  explained  in  order,  that  they  may  be 
better  understood  by  the  people,  and  they  shall 
be  instructed  what  spiritual  reading  and  other 
devotions  they  are  to  perform  in  private. 

53.  The  holy  exercise  of  the  Way  of  the  Cross 
shall  be  introduced  into  every  place  where  the 
missions  are  given,  and  an  instructive  discourse 
delivered  at  the  same  time,  and  making  a  proces- 
sion acccompanied  by  the  people,  the  crosses  shall 
be  planted,  not  only  in  the  churches  but  in  the  ora* 
tories,  so  that  all  may  join  in  this  pious  devotion. 

54.  The  day  before  the  papal  benediction  a  ser- 
mon shall  be  preached  on  Purgatory,  to  induce 
the  people  to  give  their  prayers  and  alms  to  re- 
lease the  souls  who  are  suffering  there  at  this 
time  of  indulgence,  when  sinners  are  being  loosed 
from  their  sins. 
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55.  The  great  good  which  we  hope  may  result 
from  our  missions,  is  to  make  the  people  feel  con- 
trition, and  conceive  a  greater  horror  of  ski,  flying 
from  every  occasion  of  it,  such  as  evil  company, 
late  hours,  and  idle  conversations.  The  priests 
must  be  very  particular  in  giving  absolution  only 
to  the  truly  penitent ;  they  shall  endeavour  to 
banish  all  hatred,  promoting  peace  everywhere, 
and  inveigh  loudly  against  immodesty  in  the 
women,  persuading  them  to  go  to  church  closely 
veiled.  All  games  at  cards  must  be  forbidden,  at 
least  in  company,  and  for  the  sake  of  gambling ; 
all  who  have  cards  in  their  possession  shall  burn 
them  in  public  before  the  benediction  is  given. 
All  books  with  an  immoral  tendency,  all  prohi- 
bited arms,  such  as  Genoese  knives,  &c,  shall  be 
collected  together  and  destroyed.  They  shall  see 
that  all  learn  by  heart  the  acts  of  Faith,  Hope, 
Charity,  and  Contrition,  and  often  make  use 
of  the  ejaculation  "Mercy,  O  my  Jesus !"  we»^ 
a  crucifix  under  the  clothes  next  the  heart,  often 
attend  the  devotion  of  the  Via  Crucis,  be  very 
devout  to  holy  Mary,  especially  to  the  sacred 
mystery  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  in- 
scribe the  most  holy  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  over  the  doors  of  their  houses.  In  short, 
all  our  prayers,  penances,  and  mortifications  must 
be  directed  to  one  end,  the  reformation  and  sanc- 
tification  of  the  people. 

56.  To  obtain  so  great  an  end,  those  who  are 
appointed  to  preach  must  prepare  their  sermons 
with  the  utmost  care,  weighing  every  word,  and 
pondering  over  the  subject ;  especially  must  they 
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prepare  for  this  by  prayer,  so  that  all  who  hear 
them  may  be  moved  and  converted  to  God.  Be- 
fore ascending  the  pulpit  they  must  prostrate 
themselves  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  declar- 
ing their  insufficiency,  and  that  the  conversion  of 
souls  is  the  work  of  God  ;  rising  they  shall  say 
they  have  confidence  in  God,  and  desire  to  place 
their  words  in  the  sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  that 
they  may  be  dipped  in  His  most  precious  Blood, 
and  prove  an  instrument,  by  the  grace  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  soften  the  hearts  of  the  most  har- 
dened sinners. 

57.  The  Fathers  must  be  most  cautious  in  the 
sacred  tribunal  of  the  confessional,  and  especially 
in  asking  questions  of  the  women ;  and  if  there  be 
any  difficult  case  relating  to  the  matter  of  justice, 
they  shall  not  trust  themselves  to  give  an  opinion, 
but  consult  some  standard  theological  work,  to  be 
carried  with  them  for  this  purpose. 

58.  Good  example  being  the  very  soul  of  our 
missions,  those  who  can  and  are  willing  to  do  so 
shall  walk  barefoot ;  those  who  are  not  able,  from 
weakness,  must  be  discreet  and  mortified,  that 
their  external  deportment  may  be  a  living  sermon, 
for  they  may  be  assured  that  every  eye  is  upon 
them,  observing  their  behaviour.  They  must  also 
be  interiorly  united  with  Almighty  God  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  mission,  with  perfect  purity 
of  heart,  and  with  the  sincere  intention  of  seeking 
nothing  but  the  greater  glory  of  God  ;  they  ought 
to  appear  like  so  many  images  of  holiness  and 
meekness,  being  at  that  time  truly  a  spectacle  to 
the  world,  men,  and  angels.   If  any  one  of  them 
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shall  hear  the  mission,  or  one  of  the  missionaries, 
spoken  against,  they  shall  immediately  inform  the 
president,  that  he  may  prevent  it,  for  hell  trem- 
bles at  being  robbed  of  so  many  souls. 

59.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  leave  the 
people  in  peace  one  with  another,  and  kindly  af- 
fectioned  ;  and  before  beginning  the  mission  they 
must  consult,  not  only  the  convenience  of  the 
chapter  and  parish  priest,  but  the  governor  and 
authorities  of  the  place.  They  should  also  treat 
with  the  regulars  of  the  town  for  the  well  being  of 
the  mission,  going  to  visit  them,  and  asking  for 
their  prayers,  and  treating  them  with  due 
reverence. 

60.  The  fundamental  maxim  in  doing  good,  is 
that  of  being  detached  from  the  world  and  loving 
mortification.  He  who  does  not  feel  within  him- 
self a  great  love  of  purity,  and  a  firm  resolution 
rather  to  die  than  commit  mortal  sin,  shall  speak 
openly  and  sincerely  to  the  superior ;  for  it  may 
be  at  the  risk  of  losing  his  soul  if  he  neglects 
to  do  so.  It  is  most  desirable  that  they  should 
always  be  recollected,  and  engaged  in  all  the 
prayers  and  exercises  prescribed  in  these  rules, 
they  must  be  aware  that  all  the  admonitions  here 
given,  are  founded  on  the  experience  of  many 
years.  If  they  act  otherwise,  they  will  find  no- 
thing but  confusion  and  inquietude,  and  the  mis- 
sionary duties  would  be  conducted  without  order, 
and  cause  scandal.  Our  fathers  will  be  dissi- 
pated by  them,  and  the  people  be  disedified. 
Let  superiors  be  ever  on  the  watch,  as  they 
will  have  to  render  an  account  to  God. 
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61.  Lastly,  though  at  the  beginning  of  the 
mission,  the  people  shall  walk  in  procession 
to  present  the  cross  from  the  parish  priest  to 
the  missionaries,  and  after  a  short  "  fervorino" 
the  Litanies  shall  be  intoned,  and  they  shall  all 
proceed  to  the  church,  yet  when  the  mission  is 
ended,  they  must  leave  the  place  as  quietly  as 
possible,  to  avoid  applause,  not  taking  leave  of 
any  one  except  the  parish  priest,  kissing  his  hand, 
and  asking  his  blessing,  for  they  must  seek  no* 
thing  but  the  honour  and  glory  of  God.  They 
must,  during  the  mission,  renew  this  pure  inten- 
tion if  it  be  possible,  at  every  breath,  lest,  "  while 
preaching  to  others,  they  should  become  repro- 
bate." 

In  the  year  1704  Blessed  Leonard  was  obliged, 
by  order  of  the  pope,  Benedict  XIV.,  to  moderate 
and  alter  the  rules  for  his  missions,  particularly  in 
regard  to  diet,  because  his  companions  were  often 
sick,,  and  some  even  died,  in  consequence  of  the 
extreme  rigour.  Therefore,  the  rules  drawn  up 
in  1712  were  remodled,  and  certain  things  left 
out,  or  added,  according  to  the  experience  of 
past  years.  It  is  a  certain  fact  that  they  were 
drawn  up  before  he  went  to  preach  in  Tuscany, 
and  observed  to  the  letter  until  his  death,  for  we 
know,  that  the  evening  before  his  departure  he 
knelt  down  in  the  middle  of  the  refectory  with  a 
stone  hung  round  his  neck,  confessing  his  fault  in 
the  presence  of  the  father  guardian,  and  recom- 
mended himself  to  the  prayers  of  all  the  commu- 
nity.   The  day  of  his  departure  he  asked  the 
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blessing  of  the  superior  and  the  companions  to 
be  given  him,  although  he  was  allowed  to  select 
them  for  himself,  according  to  the  permission 
given  by  the  holy  pontiff  Benedict  XIV.  He 
then  went  to  the  church,  and  having  adored 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  left  the  convent  reciting 
the  Litany  of  the  most  holy  Virgin,  and  other 
prayers  ordered  in  the  rules,  without  ceasing 
until  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  mission 
was  to  be  given.  During  the  time  he  remained 
there,  he  always  rose  an  hour  before  his  com- 
panions, keeping  in  his  room  an  alarum  to  awaken 
him,  and  employed  the  time  in  prayer  and 
preparation  for  celebrating  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  not 
allowing  any  one  to  enter  his  room,  unless 
called  there  by  himself. 
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PART  II. 


CHAPTER  I. 


OF  THE  FAITH  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD. 


d  It  is  by  the  grace  of  Almighty  God  that  we  be- 

\  ul  come  virtuous  and  holy,  and  by  means  of  which  men 
h  often  become  saints,  and  are  raised  by  degrees  to 
the  highest  perfection,  and  closer  union  with  Him. 
Therefore,  we  must  speak  more  at  length  of  the 
wonderful  degree  of  grace  bestowed  on  Blessed 
Leonard,  and  his  many  heroic  virtues,  which 
caused  his  name  to  be  held  in  benediction.  Al- 
though we  have  often  had  occasion  to  mention 
them  in  writing  his  Life,  for  the  greater  glory  of 
God  and  the  edification  of  those  who  read  it,  we 
shall  now  enter  more  in  detail  on  the  principal 
and  most  noble  of  his  virtues.  But  since  many  of 
these  were  hidden,  and  known  only  to  God,  we 
can  only  mention  those  which  shone  as  bright 
lights  in  every  action  of  his  life.  We  shall  begin 
with  the  first  of  the  theological  virtues,  faith  ;  the 
principle  and  foundation  of  our  justification,  the 
germ  and  soul  of  every  virtue,  and  as  S.  Paul 
says,  "without  it  we  cannot  please  God."  And 
as  this  is  one  of  the  interior  virtues,  we  shall 
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relate  in  what  manner  he  manifested  it,  particu- 
larly in  his  devotion  to  the  divine  mysteries  and 
the  saints  in  heaven. 

He  proved  his  firm  faith  in  every  action  from 
his  earliest  years,  in  giving  instructions  to  his 
companions  in  the  principal  mysteries  of  religion, 
and  preaching,  in  his  childish  way,  as  a  prognostic 
of  his  apostolical  ministry,  in  which  for  so  many 
years  he  could  not  have  persevered  with  so  much 
zeal  and  fervour,  oppressed  with  fatigue  and 
suffering,  without  a  firm  and  lively  faith.  He 
showed  it  in  Rome,  teaching  the  young  men  when 
he  was  only  a  secular,  and  drawing  the  people  to 
catechism  and  sermons.  After  he  entered  the 
religious  life,  his  faith  was  seen  when  in  familiar 
discourse  with  his  brethren ;  he  expressed  an  ar- 
dent desire  of  going  to  convert  the  heathens,  and 
even  to  suffer  martyrdom  for  the  Catholic  Faith  ; 
he  had  this  same  desire  during  his  whole  life, 
and  he  often  lamented  that  he  was  not  worthy  to 
give  his  life  for  Jesus  Christ.  He  spoke  with  more 
feeling  whenever  he  heard  that  in  China,  where 
he  desired  to  go  in  his  youth,  missionaries  had 
been  tortured,  and  endured  martyrdom.  So 
ardent  was  this  desire,  in  consequence  of  his 
strong  faith,  that  I  cannot  forbear  transcribing  an 
extract  from  one  of  his  sermons.  "  If  it  be  right," 
says  he,  "  that  a  son  should  imitate  his  father,  I 
shall  offer  myself  in  the  same  way  as  our  holy 
father  S.  Francis  offered  himself  when  in  presence 
of  the  Great  Sultan."  To  prove  the  truth  of  our 
holy  religion  he  made  this  proposal,  that  if  they 
would  light  a  great  fire,  he  would  throw  himself 
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into  it  provided  the  barbarians  would  only  listen 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  receive  baptism.  "  Yes, 
I  would  offer  myself  in  the  same  way."  He  went 
on  to  say:  "Light  in  that  square  a  fire,  and  obtain 
for  me  leave  from  the  superior,  rest  assured  if 
there  be  any  one  amongst  us  who  is  wavering  in 
his  faith,  in  order  to  convince  him,  I  would  with- 
out hesitation  throw  myself  into  the  flames,  to 
bear  witness  to  the  faith  which  came  down 
from  heaven."  Nay  more  than  this,  in  the  eighth 
resolution  drawn  up  by  him  in  his  retreat,  it 
plainly  appears  that  he  had  taken  faith  for  his 
guide  in  every  action  of  his  life,  doing  all  things 
by  its  light  and  guidance.  In  fact,  the  light  of 
faith  accompanied  him  everywhere  ;  by  faith  he 
believed  God  to  be  always  present,  beholding  Him 
in  all  things,  and  seeking  Him  alone  either  in 
his  interior  or  in  external  works.  By  these  acts 
of  faith,  with  which  he  began  all  his  works,  he 
acquired  every  day  fresh  fervour  in^  labouring 
for  the  glory  of  that  God  in  whom  he  so  firmly 
believed,  and  who  was  the  sole  object  of  his 
desires,  affections,  and  actions.  To  practise  this 
virtue  in  an  especial  manner,  he  made  for  himself 
a  sort  of  mental  solitude,  which  he  called  the  "land 
of  faith,"  where,  believing  all  supernatural  truth, 
and  separated  from  things  created,  he  aspired  to 
nothing,  especially  in  prayer,  but  God  and  hea- 
venly things.  In  this  "  land  of  faith,"  he  de- 
lighted to  converse  with  God,  and  endeavour  to 
transform  himself  to  His  likeness. 

In  this  way,  having  God  and  His  Divine  attri- 
butes always  in  sight,  contemplating  them  with  the 
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light  of  faith,  he  was  often  quite  raised  above  the 
world,  so  that  frequently  when  met  by  the  religious 
and  others,  who  saluted  him,  and  asked  him  ques- 
tions, without  his  even  appearing  to  see  them 
and  without  giving  a  reply,  he  would  proceed  on 
his  way,  quite  absorbed  and  distracted  in  mind, 
lost  in  contemplation  of  that  God,  who  by  faith 
was  ever  present  to  him. 

In  faith  he  most  firmly  believed  all  the  truths 
revealed  by  God,  and  proposed  to  be  believed  in 
His  Church,  all  these  mysteries  he  believed  as 
if  he  had  seen  them  with  his  own  eyes,  and  even 
more  surely  than  if  he  had  seen  them,  because 
they  were  revealed  by  infallible  truth.  He  en- 
deavoured to  animate  others  to  this  faith  in  the 
Divine  Presence,  saying,  as  he  did  in  the  "  Manual 
for  Religious,"  written  by  him,  that  it  was  an  easy 
matter,  since  it  is  sufficient  that  by  faith  we  know 
that  He  is  ever  present,  and  that  by  the  eye  of 
faith  we  may  behold  Him  even  in  this  vale  of 
darkness.  He  desired  that  all  should  possess 
this  firm  faith,  and  that  they  should  never 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  wavering  or  losing  it. 
When  he  returned  from  Corsica  to  Genoa,  and 
preached  in  that  town,  he  recommended  the 
people  to  enroll  themselves  in  the  confraternity 
of  our  "Lady  of  Succour,"  instituted  for  the 
support  of  the  forces  against  the  Corsairs,  who 
often  took  as  slaves  those  who  were  not  well 
instructed,  and  who,  therefore,  ran  great  risk 
of  losing  their  faith.  To  excite  them  to  this 
devotion,  he  preached  six  sermons  with  so  much 
zeal  and  fervour,  that  the  report  reached  the 
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Turks,  who  tried  to  capture  him,  as  he  mentions 
in  one  of  his  letters,  in  which  he  again  expresses 
the  ardent  desire,  cherished  in  his  heart,  of  dying 
for  the  true  faith.  "  In  Tunis,"  he  says,  "  the 
Turks  have  been  informed  that  I  have  sought  the 
protection  of  our  Blessed  Lady  against  them,  and 
even  say  that  Father  Leonard  has  declared  war 
against  them,  and  that  they  are  seeking  after  him, 
and  if  they  succeed  in  finding  him,  he  will  soon 
be  impaled,  and  thus  made  an  example  to  the 
Christians,  which  I  desire  with  all  my  heart." 
But  if  it  pleased  not  God  that  His  faithful  servant 
should  not  go  to  heathen  countries  and  give  his 
life,  as  he  desired,  for  the  Catholic  faith,  he  was 
permitted  to  exercise  his  zeal  and  charity  in  the 
conversion  of  many  whom  he  found  in  a  Christian 
country.  Amongst  many  facts  which  might  be 
adduced,  I  shall  content  myself  with  giving  an 
account  of  one  only.  When  he  was  giving  a  re- 
treat in  Leghorn,  a  young  Turk,  who,  fortunately 
for  himself,  was  in  that  port,  went  to  hear  Blessed 
Leonard  preach,  and  although  he  understood 
very  little  of  the  Italian  language,  divine  grace, 
working  in  his  heart,  led  him  to  seek  out 
the  missionary,  and  make  known  to  him  the  de- 
sire he  had  conceived  of  becoming  a  Christian. 
The  man  of  God  received  him  with  joy,  and  en- 
couraged him  to  carry  into  effect  his  holy  resolu- 
tion, and  after  having  instructed  him  in  the 
truths  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  took  him  to  Florence, 
where  he  was  baptized.  He  had  also  the  conso- 
lation of  baptizing  a  young  Jewess  in  Viterbo, 
who,  being  seriously  impressed  in  hearing  one 
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of  his  sermons,  resolved  to  embrace  Christianity, 
sought  an  interview  with  him,  and  in  a  few  days 
prepared  herself  to  be  received  into  the  Church. 
Two  young  Hebrew  women  were  converted  about 
this  time,  but  in  a  different  manner.  One  of 
them  was  brought  to  the  house  of  the  catechu- 
mens in  Rome,  where  several  of  her  relations  had 
become  Christians ;  however,  she  was  obsti- 
nately determined  not  to  renounce  Judaism  until 
Blessed  Leonard  converted  her  by  applying  the 
image  of  the  Mother  of  God,  which  he  always 
carried  with  him,  to  her  forehead,  when  she  felt 
a  change  in  her  heart,  and  an  ardent  desire  to 
become  a  Christian,  and  she  afterwards  conse- 
crated herself  to  God  in  the  religious  life,  feeling 
that  she  never  could  be  sufficiently  grateful  to 
Him  for  so  great  a  blessing.  The  other  woman 
having  received  baptism,  in  hypocrisy  soon  after 
entered  a  convent,  assumed  the  habit,  and  made 
her  profession,  and  thus  was  in  appearance  a 
Christian,  but  in  reality  a  Jewess.  The  convent 
was  visited  by  Blessed  Leonard,  and  when  she 
came  in  her  turn  to  confession  he  exhorted  her 
with  his  accustomed  gentleness  and  charity  to 
open  her  conscience  to  him  entirely.  Then  the 
unhappy  girl,  touched  by  the  grace  of  God,  made 
known  to  him  her  miserable  state,  and  with  great 
compunction  entreated  him  to  apply  a  remedy. 
Moved  with  zeal  to  bring  this  poor  soul  into  the 
Catholic  Church,  he  cleared  away  the  mists  of 
darkness,  and  illumined  her  mind  with  the  light  of 
faith,  instructed  her  in  the  mysteries  of  religion, 
and  so  removed  so  great  a  disorder. 
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He  manifested  the  same  zeal  for  the  true  faith 
in  the  following  occurrence.  A  sailor,  a  native 
of  the  place  where  a  few  years  before  Blessed 
Leonard  had  given  a  mission,  having  given  way  to 
the  desires  of  his  corrupt  passions,  in  order  to 
gratify  them  more  easily  determined  to  go  to 
Geneva,  where  he  very  soon  renounced  his  reli- 
gion, and  denied  his  God,  but  the  Almighty  in 
His  mercy  did  not  forsake  him,  but  pierced  his 
heart  with  true  remorse,  and  made  him  feel  an 
inward  voice,  which  told  him  to  return  and  con- 
fess to  Blessed  Leonard,  who,  when  he  found  him 
truly  penitent,  would  give  him  absolution  and  con- 
solation. But  very  soon  he  fell  back,  his  heart 
again  became  corrupt,  and  darkened  his  intellect, 
and,  insensible  to  the  stings  of  remorse,  he  left 
his  country  and  went  to  live  amongst  the  Turks, 
and  entirely  renounced  his  faith.  But  although 
plunged  in  every  sort  of  vice,  his  merciful  God 
again  made  him  feel  remorse  of  conscience, 
which  at  last  induced  him  to  go  to  Rome, 
and  make  a  general  confession  to  Blessed  Leo- 
nard. The  wretched  man,  obedient  to  the  dic- 
tates of  conscience,  set  off  on  his  journey,  and 
as  soon  as  he  reached  Rome,  went  to  the  convent 
of  S.  Buonaventura,  and  prostrated  himself  at  the 
feet  of  the  servant  of  God,  related  the  wicked 
course  of  his  life,  and  at  the  same  time  all  the 
sins  he  had  committed  against  the  Catholic  faith, 
first,  amongst  the  protestants,  and  afterwards 
amongst  the  mahometans.  The  good  Father 
embraced  with  charity  this  prodigal  son,  and 
having  instructed  him  to  purge  away  the  heresy 
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into  which  he  had  fallen,  reconciled  him  to 
his  God  and  the  church,  and,  finding  that  he 
was  destitute,  gave  him  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence, and  sent  him  to  his  own  country  much 
consoled.  These  are  some  out  of  the  many 
instancos  of  the  strong  faith  of  Blessed  Leonard 
which  animated  his  zeal  for  the  conversion  of 
sinners,  and  which  encouraged  him  to  persevere 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  oppressed  as  he  was  with 
constant  suffering  and  fatigue. 


CHAPTER  II. 

ON    THE    DEVOTION    OF    BLESSED    LEONARD    TO  THE 
MOST  HOLY  SACRAMENT. 

It  is  by  faith  ever  increasing  that  we  are  in- 
cited to  adore  the  Eternal  Truth,  and  as  our  holy 
Father  practised  this  virtue  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  we  shall  see  the  blessed  effects  in  every 
action  of  his  life.  As  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Eucharist  is  called,  above  all  others,  "Myste- 
rium  fidei,"  and  the  faith  they  have  in  it  dis- 
tinguishes catholics  more  than  anything  else 
from  modern  sectarians,  we  shall  say  a  few  words 
on  the  great  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  this 
ineffable  mystery.  Without  going  back  to  the 
first  years  of  his  life,  when  we  know  with  what 
wonderful  reverence  he  assisted  at  mass,  made 
visits  to  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  received 
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the  holy  Communion  frequently,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  one  of  his  resolutions  was  to  constitute 
this  divine  Sacrament  the  end,  aim,  and  centre  of 
all  his  affections,  always  reverencing  by  outward 
and  inward  actions  Jesus  there  present,  and  induc- 
ing his  young  companions  to  do  the  same.  When 
he  was  travelling,  the  first  thing  he  did  on  arriv- 
ing at  any  place  was  to  visit  the  church,  and 
prostrate  himself  before  the  altar  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament.  He  said  mass  every  day  with  so 
much  devotion,  that  all  present  were  greatly 
edified  ;  he  prepared  himself  for  the  tremendous 
sacrifice  by  confessing  twice  in  the  day,  and 
passed  the  time  from  compline  till  mass  the  follow- 
ing morning  in  preparation.  He  was  most  exact 
in  performing  all  the  ceremonies  prescribed  by 
the  church,  and  communicated  each  morning  as  if 
for  the  last  time,  according  to  a  resolve  he  had 
made  some  time  before,  and  during  the  communion 
he  made  internally  the  acts  of  Faith,  Hope,  Cha- 
rity, and  Contrition,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  be 
transformed  into  Jesus.  Before  celebrating  mass 
he  always  made  these  acts,  and  renewed  them  at 
the  end,  for  he  said,  the  greatest  point  for  prepara- 
tion and  returning  thanks  was  to  have  a  pure  and 
humble  heart,  which,  enlightened  by  a  lively  faith, 
excited  acts  of  interior  humility,  praise,  love,  and 
contrition.  He  assisted  every  morning  at  as  many 
masses  as  his  occupations  permitted,  and  in  the  act 
of  offering  which  he  made,  he  formed  the  intention 
of  hearing  and  offering  to  the  Lord  Almighty  all 
the  masses  celebrated  that  day  all  over  the  world. 
He  used  to  call  the  mass  the  Sun  of  Christianity, 
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the  soul  of  faith,  and  the  centre  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  the  epitome  of  all  that  is  good  and 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  the  Church  of  God.  This 
was  the  faith  he  had  in  this  great  Sacrament,  and 
hence  his  wonderful  devotion  to  it,  which  was  seen 
in  his  manner  of  celebrating ;  he  never  ap- 
proached the  altar  without  being  girt  with  hair- 
cloth, and  without  having  first  offered  thirty-three 
times  to  the  Eternal  Father  the  most  sacred  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ,  praying  to  Him  to  grant,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  sacrifice,  that  his  heart  might  be  al- 
ways pure  and  clean,  free  from  every  stain  of  sin. 
In  vesting  himself  for  the  Holy  Sacrifice  he  ac- 
companied every  action  with  such  sentiments  of 
lively  faith  and  piety,  that  one  could  not  fail  to 
see  outwardly  the  interior  fervour  which  was  glow- 
ing in  his  heart.  In  going  to  the  altar  he  pic- 
tured to  his  mind  the  awful  scene  on  Calvary,  and 
saw  with  the  eye  of  faith  the  Holy  Trinity,  sur- 
rounded by  angels  and  saints,  ready  to  receive 
the  sacrifice  he  was  about  to  offer.  His  deport- 
ment was  that  of  a  man  raised  above  the  world, 
recollected  and  absorbed  in  contemplating  his 
God.  He  divided  the  Mass  into  five  parts,  to  pre- 
vent distractions,  and  to  keep  the  mind  entirely 
fixed  on  God,  viz.,  Preparation,  Instruction,  Obla- 
tion, Communion,  and  Thanksgiving.  In  the  first, 
which  lasted  from  the  beginning  of  Mass  to  the  In- 
troit,  he  made  an  interior  act  of  contrition  and 
humility,  confessing  himself  unworthy  to  offer  so 
great  a  sacrifice.  In  the  second,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  Introit  to  the  Credo,  he  paid 
great  attention  to  the  meaning  of  the  words,  in 
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order,  as  he  said,  to  gather  those  lights  and 
graces  which  God  might  grant  him.  In  the 
third,  from  the  offertory  to  the  communion, 
he  endeavoured  to  keep  in  mind  these  four  ends, 
which  every  one  ought  to  have  in  offering  the  Holy 
Sacrifice,  viz. :  the  giving  of  praise  and  glory  to 
God  ;  the  satisfying  His  justice  for  sin  committed  ; 
the  returning  thanks  to  Him  for  so  many  benefits 
received ;  and  the  supplicating  Him  to  bestow 
others  upon  us.  In  the  last  part,  from  the  commu- 
nion to  the  end  of  mass,  he  accompanied  all  the 
prayers  with  a  lively  thanksgiving  to  Jesus,  who 
dwelt  within  him,  adoring  Him  with  reverence, 
and  making  acts  of  love.  If  sometimes  he  waa 
told  that  he  was  a  long  time  in  celebrating  mass,  ho 
would  reply,  "  Do  you  not  know  that  my  greatest 
consolation  is  celebrating  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  and 
my  great  sorrow  is  to  see  some  priests  celebrate  it 
with  so  much  haste  ;  if  all  had  a  lively  faith  they 
would  be  unwilling  to  leave  the  altar.  In  fact,  so 
strong  was  his  faith,  that  he  found  his  greatest 
delight  in  offering  the  Divine  Son  to  the  Eternal 
Father,  especially  in  the  consecration,  when  he 
appeared  quite  inflamed  with  love,  and  in  the 
communion  he  was  full  of  joy,  as  if  he  had  been 
conversing  with  his  dearest  and  most  confidential 
friend,  and  during  the  whole  time  he  was  cele- 
brating he  seemed  in  an  ecstasy.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  adoring  the  Blessed  Sacrament  him- 
self with  all  these  acts  of  devotion,  but  he  induced 
others  to  do  the  same. 

In  all  his  missions  he  inculcated  that  in  carry- 
ing the  Blessed  Sacrament  to  the  sick  they  should 
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do  it  with  the  greatest  decorum  and  devotion,  with 
a  great  many  lights  ;  and  the  effect  of  this  exhorta- 
tion was  seen  in  many  places,  where,  before  he 
came  among  them,  they  had  been  very  negligent  in 
regard  to  this,  but  where  they  now  accompanied  the 
Viaticum  in  procession  with  due  reverence  and 
abundance  of  lights.  This  happened  particularly 
in  Ancona,  where,  in  one  of  his  sermons  he  had 
reminded  them,  that  being  a  sea  port,  many 
strangers  were  there  from  almost  every  nation 
under  the  sun,  who  would  be  edified  in  seeing  the 
Catholics  carrying  their  God  present  in  the  Bless- 
ed Sacrament,  with  due  reverence  and  devotion. 
This  exhortation  so  impressed  the  people  that 
they  assembled  in  great  numbers  to  walk  in  pro- 
cession, with. so  many  torches  that  sometimes  as 
many  as  five  hundred  might  be  counted;  this, 
united  to  the  devotion  of  the  people,  edified  and 
touched  all  who  witnessed  it.  In  one  place  in 
Sabina  there  was  so  much  negligence  in  carrying 
the  holy  Viaticum  to  the  sick,  that  the  people  were 
even  ashamed  to  bear  the  canopy,  and  the  priests 
were  often  obliged  to  wait  a  long  time  until  some 
poor  country  men  even  could  be  found  to  carry 
it.  The  good  missionary  said  much  in  condemna- 
tion of  this,  and  after  much  labour  he  succeeded 
in  persuading  the  people  to  employ  themselves 
in  so  holy  an  office,  so  that  all  the  country  has- 
tened, whenever  they  had  an  opportunity,  to  walk 
in  processsion  with  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  per- 
sons of  the  highest  rank  bearing  the  canopy, 
and  this  they  continued  to  do  for  the  future,  It 
happened  at  Minerbio,  in  the  diocese  of  Bologna, 
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that  the  Viaticum  was  to  be  taken  to  a  poor 
dying  man,  whose  habitation  was  a  miserable 
cabin,  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  church,  and 
almost  all  the  inhabitants  assembled  to  walk  in 
procession,  amongst  the  number  were  two  car- 
dinals who  were  there  at  the  time.  The  same 
thing  happened  in  Occhiobello,  in  the  diocese 
of  Ferrara,  and  elsewhere,  when  he  induced  the 
bishops  and  other  dignitaries  to  reverence  in  this 
manner  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  for  the  same 
intention  he  exhorted  the  people  to  attend  many 
masses  with  the  greatest  possible  reverence.  The 
devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  even  extended  to 
asking  alms  to  be  employed  in  providing  sacred 
vessels  for  the  altar.  Having  at  Ascolta  collected 
two  hundred  crowns,  he  took  from%this  a  small 
sum  to  pay  for  the  wax  tapers  consumed  in  the 
various  offices,  and  with  the  remainder  pur- 
chased five  pyxes  for  churches  in  which  they  were 
wanted.  In  Castel  San  Pietro,  in  the  diocese  of 
Bologna,  having  found  in  the  church  only  a  very 
poor  small  remonstrance,  unfit  for  so  sacred  a  pur- 
pose,  he  was  so  diligent  that  before  the  mission  was 
ended,  he  collected  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase 
a  very  costly  and  beautiful  one.  Having  always 
expressed  an  ardent  desire  to  establish  the  per- 
petual  adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  he 
formed  a  confraternity  for  this  devotion,  attached 
to  the  church  of  the  Rotunda  in  Rome.  He  pub- 
lished the  indulgences  granted  to  the  pious  mem- 
bers by  the  holy  pontiff  Benedict  XIV.,  was 
enrolled  himself  as  a  member,  and  propagated 
it  with  so  much  zeal,  that  before  his  death  he 
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had  the  consolation  of  having  established  it  in 
a  hundred  and  thirty  places  where  he  had  given 
missions,  and  of  knowing  that  it  was  practised 
even  by  the  Catholics  of  Mexico.  In  short,  from 
his  childhood  until  his  death  nothing  could  exceed 
the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  this  great  mys- 
tery, adoring  it  in  every  place  and  persuading 
others  to  the  same.  He  gave  a  certain  proof  of 
his  faith  in  the  Blessed  Sacrament  in  his  last 
illness,  when  having  arrived  in  Rome  half  dead, 
and  having  been  carried  to  his  bed  in  a  state  of 
complete  exhaustion,  at  the  sight  of  the  Viaticum 
he  raised  himself  up,  and  burst  forth  into  acts  of 
faith,  hope,  and  love,  with  so  much  fervour  that 
all  present  were  moved  to  tears. 


CHAPTER  III.  * 

ON  THE  DEVOTION  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  TO  THE  PASSION 
OF  OUR  LORD,  AND  TO  THE  HOLY  NAME  OF  JESUS. 

Most  wonderful  was  the  devotion  of  our  holy 
Father  to  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  for  besides 
meditating  continually  on  it  and  having  it  im- 
printed on  his  heart,  he  spared  no  pains  in  ex- 
citing others  to  the  same.  "This  is  the  way," 
said  he,  "  to  sanctify  the  catholic  world,  and  free 
it  from  the  power  of  satan,  to  make  all  the  faithful 
think  often  in  their  hearts  of  the  Passion  of  our 
Divine  Redeemer ;  to  obtain  this  I  would  will- 
ingly give  the  blood  from  my  veins,  my  breath, 
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and  my  life."  And  well  did  he  prove  in  his  fami- 
liar discourses,  and  in  his  sermons,  that  he  bore 
in  his  heart  the  cross  of  Christ,  recommending 
all  to  meditate  frequently  on  the  death  and  Pas- 
sion of  their  Lord,  and  he  expressed,  bj  his  coun- 
tenance as  well  as  his  words,  how  deeply  he  felt 
it.  He  usually  began  his  prayer  by  meditating 
on  some  stage  of  the  Passion,  fixing  in  his  mind 
the  sufferings  of  the  Redeemer,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  crucifixion.  Having  arranged  in  order 
the  points  of  the  Passion  on  which  he  wished  to 
meditate,  he  continued  in  prayer  during  every 
hour  of  the  day,  and  sometimes  during  the  night. 
Besides  this  he  visited  every  day  the  Stations  of 
the  Cross,  with  so  much  devotion  and  tenderness, 
that  he  always  shed  tears  of  compassion  in  medi- 
tating on  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  there  described. 
He  always  carried  on  his  heart  a  cross  with  five 
iron  points,  which  were  to  remind  him  continually 
of  the  suffering  of  his  Blessed  Lord,  and  these 
words  were  found  in  his  own  hand- writing :  "  I 
will  bear  Jesus  Christ  crucified  impressed  in  my 
thoughts,  and  on  my  heart,  and  I  will  often  fall  at 
His/eet  to  weep  for  my  sins."  Every  Friday  in  the 
year  he  ate  wormwood  and  other  bitter  herbs,  in 
memory  of  the  gall  which  they  gave  the  Redeemer 
to  drink  on  the  cross,  and  he  fasted  on  bread  and 
water.  He  frequently  ejaculated  these  words : 
"  May  the  Passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be 
always  in  my  heart,"  and  he  pressed  his  lips  with 
reverence  to  every  cross  he  saw.  His  greatest 
care  was  to  establish  in  every  place  where  he 
preached,  the  pious  exercise  of  the  Via  Cruris, 
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and  he  caused  the  fourteen  Stations  to  be  erected, 
in  which  were  represented  the  sorrowful  way  of 
Jesus  from  the  Prsetoriura  to  Calvary,  and  which 
are  so  well  calculated  to  induce  the  faithful  to 
meditate  on  the  Passion  of  the  Redeemer.  Hav- 
ing obtained  permission  from  the  pope  to  extend 
this  holy  and  beneficial  devotion,  he  very  soon 
succeeded  in  introducing  it  into  convents  and 
churches  were  it  had  been  until  then  unknown. 

With  the  approbation  of  his  Holiness  he  raised 
the  fourteen  little  chapels  in  the  Coliseum  in 
Rome,  which  remain  to  this  day,  and  where  this 
pious  exercise  may  be  seen  practised  by  the  confra- 
ternity of  the  "  Lovers  of  Jesus  and  Mary." 

Wherever  he  gave  a  mission  he  inculcated  the 
practice  of  this  holy  exercise,  representing  to  the 
people  the  great  spiritual  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  it.  He  wrote  a  little  book  containing 
meditations  and  devotions  for  the  Via  Crucis,  so 
excellent,  that  many  on  reading  it  were  induced 
to  join  the  confraternity.  At  the  end  of  the 
missions  he  always  recommended  the  people  to 
frequent  it,  and  the  chief  advice  he  gave  to 
confessors  was,  to  enjoin  their  penitents  to  visit 
the  Via  Crucis,  assuring  them  that  nothing  tended 
more  to  amendment  of  life,  and  perseverance  in 
attaining  perfection,  than  meditation  on  the 
passion  of  our  Lord.  He  advised  every  one  to 
wear  on  his  heart  a  small  crucifix,  to  make  them 
always  bear  in  mind  what  He  had  suffered  for 
them,  and  to  serve  as  a  sort  of  check  against 
temptations,  and  the  assaults  of  the  devil.  He 
also  introduced  the  custom  of  tolling  the  bell 
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every  Friday  at  three  o'clock,  so  that  all  who  hear 
it  may  kneel  down  and  say  three  Pater  nosters 
and  three  Aves,  in  remembrance  of  the  Passion  of 
Jesus,  Who  for  three  hours  hung  in  agony  on 
the  cross,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  hour 
expired.  This  pious  custom,  introduced  by  him, 
is  still  kept  up  in  many  places,  particularly  in 
Rome,  where  at  the  same  time  they  pray  for 
impenitent  and  hardened  sinners. 

Since  the  name  of  Jesus  signifies  Saviour,  and 
as  the  Son  of  God  was  pleased  to  become  man  for 
our  salvation,  Blessed  Leonard,  full  of  devotion  to 
Jesus  crucified,  reverenced  with  great  piety  His 
holy  name,  and  promoted  as  much  as  possible  its 
being  reverenced  by  the  people.  He  had  it 
painted  on  a  banner  which  he  called  his  standard, 
under  which  were  assembled  the  soldiers  of  Christ 
crucified,  who  were  to  make  war  against  the 
powers  of  hell,  imitating  in  this  the  two  great 
saints  of  his  order,  S.  Bernadine  of  Sienna,  and  S. 
John  Capistran,  the  former  being  the  one  who 
established  the  devotion,  and  the  latter,  who  de- 
fended it.  He  converted  many  sinners  and  worked 
great  wonders  by  virtue  of  this  holy  name,  and 
preached  a  sermon  expressly  on  this  devotion,  which 
he  recommended  with  so  much  fervour  and  cha- 
rity that  he  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  all  who 
heard  him.  In  every  place  where  he  gave  a 
mission,  he  introduced  the  custom  amongst  the 
faithful,  of  saluting  each  other  with  these  words : 
"Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ,"  which  is  still  in  use 
in  many  places.  From  the  great  desire  he  had 
that  this  holy  name  should  be  reverenced,  and  the 
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importance  he  attached  to  it,  he  was  much 
grieved  when  he  heard  those  hearing  the  name  of 
christian  profane  and  blaspheme  it.  He  inveighed 
in  the  most  zealous  manner  against  such  persons, 
and  desired  that  his  words  might  be  as  so  many 
darts  to  pierce  their  hearts,  and  incite  them  to  love 
and  reverence  a  name  so  sweet,  so  august,  and  so 
holy.  To  attain  this  end  he  used  every  effort 
and  succeeded  to  his  heart's  content.  When  he  was 
giving  a  mission  in  Arpino,  he  found  blasphemy 
more  prevalent  than  any  other  vice,  and  conse- 
quently laboured  by  preaching  and  every  other 
means  to  extirpate  so  detestable  a  sin.  He  spoke 
one  day  from  the  pulpit  to  the  children,  and 
earnestly  entreated  them  if  ever  they  heard  any 
one  profane  the  holy  name,  to  say  in  a  loud 
voice:  "Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ."  And  the 
Lord  blessed  the  labours  of  His  servant,  for  it 
happened  after  the  mission,  that  a  man  addicted 
to  this  vice  was  heard  to  blaspheme ;  he  was 
immediately  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  young 
men  and  boys,  who  reproached  him  so  severely, 
uttering  at  the  same  time  the  well-known  words 
"Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ,,,  that  he  was  covered 
with  confusion,  and  never  heard  to  repeat 
his  blasphemies.  He  also  was  most  earnest  in 
persuading  them  to  have  the  holy  name  inscribed 
over  the  doors  of  their  houses,  feeling  sure  that  if 
the  faithful  always  had  it  before  their  eyes,  they 
would  be  reminded  to  honour  it.  Almighty  God 
vouchsafed  to  manifest  clearly  by  signs  how 
pleasing  all  this  was  to  Him.  It  happened  in 
Porto  Ferrajo  in  Tuscany,  that  a  Christian  was 
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prevented  having  the  holy  name  inscribed  over 
the  door  of  his  house,  in  consequence  of  a  Jew 
living  in  part  of  it  below,  where  he  kept  a  shop, 
and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  consulted  the  good 
missionary,  who  advised  him  to  place  it  over  two 
windows  of  the  same  house.  Soon  after  this,  a 
fire  broke  out  in  the  Jew's  shop,  and  although 
that  part  of  the  house  and  all  it  contained  was 
reduced  to  ashes,  the  flames  did  not  reach  where 
the  holy  name  was  inscribed,  and  left  untouched 
the  part  of  the  house  occupied  by  the  Christian, 
to  the  great  wonder  of  all,  who  acknowledged  the 
miracle,  and  the  power  of  the  holy  name. 

Thus  did  Blessed  Leonard  honour  the  holy 
name  of  the  Redeemer,  because,  with  the  light  of 
faith,  he  knew  the  power,  the  merit,  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  it.  By  the  same  light  he  knew  the 
dignity  and  price  of  the  Redeemer  Himself,  and 
professed  the  most  teuder  devotion  to  Him ;  it 
seemed  to  him  impossible  that  any  one  should 
know  and  believe  in  Him,  and  yet  not  come  to 
Him,  and  he  held  it  for  certain,  that  a  serious 
reflection  on  what  the  Son  of  God  ha3  done  for 
us,  and  the  immense  benefits  we  have  derived  from 
Him,  is  sufficient  to  excite  the  greatest  love  and 
gratitude.  He  used  to  say  sometimes,  that  all  the 
most  noble  thoughts  united  could  not  comprehend 
fully  the  dignity  and  greatness  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  it  was  impossible  for  man  to  conceive  it.  He 
was  ever  learning  in  the  "  land  of  faith,"  to  which 
he  often  retired,  and  described  it  in  his  familiar 
discourses  as  a  beauty  so  exceeding,  that  even  in 
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paradise  one  could  not  have  a  much  higher  enjoy- 
ment. To  some  he  described  it  with  a  heart  so  full 
of  love  and  tenderness,  that  he  brought  even  the 
most  hardened  sinners  to  his  feet,  full  of  contri- 
tion, repenting  of  their  sins.  To  others  he  des- 
cribed all  the  graces  and  benefits  granted  to 
those  who  love  Jesus,  exclaiming,  "By  our  Blessed 
Lord,  we  are  provided  with  so  many  adorable 
mysteries,  so  many  holy  sacraments,  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  sermons,  graces,  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  good  thoughts,  holy  affections,  inspirations, 
and  a  thousand  more  treasures  ;  in  short,  every- 
thing that  tends  to  our  sanctification  comes  from 
Jesus  Christ."  He  then  went  on  with  increased 
fervour,  exclaiming,  "  Ah,  my  beloved  Jesus,  take 
away  my  life,  but  give  me  only  love  for  Thee, 
since  on  earth  I  possess  nothing  worth  having 
but  the  power  of  speech  to  sound  Thy  praise; 
this,  0  my  God,  I  desire  to  use,  and  will  use  to 
my  last  breath  in  praising  and  blessing  Thee!" 
Sometimes  he  was  unable  to  restrain  the  ardour 
with  which  his  heart  was  inflamed  in  expressing 
the  tender  devotion  he  felt,  and  his  firm  faith 
in  his  Divine  Redeemer.  "  Ah !  my  Jesus,"  he 
would  say,  "my  only  good,  what  would  I  not 
give  that  all  my  members  might  become  so  many 
tongues  to  make  Thee  known  and  beloved  by  all 
the  world!" 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

ON  THE  DEVOTION  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  TO  MOST  HOLT 
MARY  AND  TO  THE  SAINTS. 

We  may  say  that  the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard to  Holy  Mary  was  born  with  him,  and  went 
on  increasing  with  years,  ever  becoming  more 
wonderful  and  affectionate.  We  described  in  the 
first  part  of  this  history  his  raising  little  altars 
when  yet  a  child  in  honour  of  her,  often  asking 
her  intercession,  and  inviting  his  companions  to 
do  the  same,  and  with  them  going  frequently 
barefoot  to  visit  her  image  in  a  church  two  miles 
distant  from  Port  Maurice.  To  understand  how 
he  advanced  in  this  devotion*  it  is  sufficient  to 
read  the  sixteenth  and  three  following  of  his  reso-  \ 
lutions,  in  the  last  of  which  he  says,  "I  desire  to 
have  a  tender  devotion  to  the  Holy  Virgin,  and 
declare,  that  in  her  hands  I  have  placed  the 
great  concern  of  my  eternal  salvation,  loving  her 
with  the  most  tender  affection,  the  affection  of  a 
son  towards  his  beloved  mother,  and  desire  that 
all  may  love  and  honour  her  in  the  same  manner." 
He  always  spoke  of  her  as  his  "dear  mother," 
was  exceedingly  devout  to  her,  and  desired,  as 
we  find  recorded  in  his  own  hand-writing,  to 
belong  entirely  to  her  both  in  time  and  in  eternity. 
"I  intend,"  said  he,  "not  only  to  give  her  my 
whole  heart,  but  also  to  strive  to  enkindle  this 
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flame  of  devotion  in  every  soul,  by  proclaiming  her 
glories,  speaking  and  thinking  often  of  her,  and 
assisting  in  all  the  devotions  that  have  been 
instituted  in  her  honour."  He  recited  every  day 
the  rosary  of  the  Seven  Joys,  which  originated, 
and  is  said  in  the  Franciscan  order ;  and  when 
his  various  occupations  prevented  his  doing  so, 
he  would  make  seven  acts  of  love,  in  memory 
of  the  seven  joys  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  He 
made  every  day  twelve  acts  of  humility  in  memory 
of  the  twelve  prerogatives  given  her  by  the  Holy 
Trinity,  honouring  her  as  Our  Lady,  and  rejoicing 
with  her,  that  she  was  conceived  immaculate,  and 
chosen  to  be  the  Mother  of  God.  At  every  act  he 
asked  her  to  obtain  for  him,  by  her  intercession, 
an  angelic  purity  of  heart,  deep  humility,  and  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  declaring  at  the  same  time 
that  he  loved  her  with  all  his  heart,  and  would 
continue  to  love  her  till  his  death  as  his  Mother 
and  Lady.  Every  time  the  clock  struck  he  said  a 
Hail  Mary,  and  renewed  his  congratulations  to 
Mary  on  her  privilege  of  being  immaculated,  and 
the  Elected  Mother  of  God,  and  his  thanksgiving 
to  the  most  Holy  Trinity  for  bestowing  these 
graces  upon  her.  At  the  accustomed  sound  of 
the  angelus,  he  always  fell  on  his  knees  and  said 
the  prayers  appointed  ;  at  the  first  toll  of  the  bell 
he  renewed  his  vow  of  poverty  in  the  hands  of 
Jesus  the  Holy  Child  ;  at  the  second  toll,  his  vow 
of  obedience  in  the  hands  of  Mary,  and  at  the 
third,  his  vow  of  chastity  in  the  hands  of  Joseph. 
He  fasted  every  Saturday  in  the  year  in  honour 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  on  the  vigils  of  her  feast 
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he  ate  nothing  but  bread  and  water,  preparing 
for  the  celebration  of  them  with  great  devotion. 
Before  the  feasts  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
the  Nativity,  and  the  Assumption,  he  said  a 
Novena  and  a  Triduo  before^her  other  feasts,  and 
employed  the  time  in  being  more  fervent  in  prayer, 
and  using  greater  austerities  to  dispose  his  soul  to 
receive  from  Mary  on  her  feasts  new  graces  and 
favours. 

He  always  carried  about  with  him  a  little 
wooden  box,  in  which,  in  one  division,  was  a 
picture  of  Mary,  and  the  other,  one  of  S.  Vincent 
Ferrer,  and  often  pressing  to  his  heart  this  sacred 
image,  he  consecrated  to  his  Holy  Mother  all  his 
affections.  When  he  was  writing  or  studying,  or 
whatever  he  was  doing,  he  placed  this  image  before 
him,  often  kissing  its  feet  and  entreating  Mary's 
aid,  and  declaring  himself  her  servant.  Since 
Mary  was  his  most  compassionate  benefactress, 
he  declared  that  all  praise  and  honour  was  due 
to  her,  as  he  said  in  writing  on  this  devotion: 
"  As  for  me,  when  I  consider  the  many  graces  I 
have  received  from  Holy  Mary,  what  do  you  think 
I  seem  to  be  ?  listen  to  me  while  I  publicly  pro- 
claim it  to  the  glory  of  our  Blessed  Lady;  I  seem 
to  be  one  of  those  churches  in  which  are  miracu- 
lous images  of  the  Madonna,  and  where  all  the 
walls  are  covered  with  votive  offerings  and  in- 
scriptions, (Per  grazia  ricevuta  da  Maria).  By  a 
grace  received  from  Mary.  The  health  of  mind 
and  body  which  I  enjoy,  the  sacred  office  in  which 
I  am  employed,  the  holy  habit  I  wear,  are  favours 
received  from  Mary ;  every  good  thought,  every 
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good  desire,  every  good  feeling  of  my  heart,  I 
owe  to  the  intercession  of  Mary,    Read,  read,  for 
on  my  heart  and  all  my  members  the  name  of 
Mary  is  written.    On  my  soul,  Oh  would  that  you 
could  see  it,  is  written  "Per  grazia  di  Maria." 
On  my  heart  is  written  "Per  grazia  di  Maria," 
on  my  tongue  is  written  "Per  grazia  di  Maria." 
Blessed  for  ever  be  my  compassionate  protec- 
tress.   I  shall  sing  in  eternity  the  praises  of 
Mary,  for  if  I  am  saved,  it  will  be  through  the 
intercession  of  my  great  protectress  Mary.  In 
declaring  his  obligations  to  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin, he  was  most  desirous  to  be  made  worthy  of 1 
her  protection.    In  giving  missions,  and  in  his 
private  discourses,  he  was  inflamed  with  holy 
zeal  in  exhorting  all  to  be   devout  to  holy 
Mary,  and  offer  her  their  hearts.   Besides  re* 
commending  this  from  the  platform  with  wonder- 
ful  energy,  entreating  all  to  have  recourse  to  her 
in  their  wants,  and  exhorting  the  rich  to  give 
alms  to  the  poor,  on  condition  that  they  should  say 
the  rosary  every  evening;  in  every  mission  he 
preached  a  sermon  on  the  devotion  to  the  Ma- 
donna, with  so  much  zeal  and  fervour,  that  the 
most  hardened  were  touched.    Innumerable  were 
the  conversions  after  this  sermon;  and  in  speaking 
of  them  Blessed  Leonard  used  to  say,  "In  preach- 
ing on  the  devotion  to  my  dear  Mother,  I  have 
accomplished  that  which  the  fear  of  eternal  tor- 
ments and  the  last  judgment  have  failed  to  do." 
So  great  and  extraordinary  was  the  fervour  with 
which  he  preached  this  sermon,  that  all  who  heard 
him  might  see  how  his  heart  was  inflamed  with 
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love  and  devotion  to  the  Queen  of  Heaven.  To 
understand  it  in  some  measure,  I  shall  give  an 
instance  of  the  language  he  used.  "  I  desire  to 
die,"  he  was  wont  to  say,  "  and  to  live  with  Mary. 
Ah,  my  beloved  bretHen,  I  do  not  say  this  as 
a  mere  matter  of  form,  I  say  it  in  truth,  with  my 
heart,  with  my  whole  heart ;  ah !  dearest  Mother, 
receive  me  in  your  arms,  behold  a  poor  sinner,  who 
desires  to  come  to  you,  beloved  Queen  of  heaven. 
Do  you,  my  brethren,  say  a  Hail  Mary  for  me,  to 
obtain  for  me  the  grace  to  fall  down  dead,  even 
here  on  this  platform,  that  so  I  may  go  and  live 
with  Mary.  By  the  grace  of  God,  my  conscience 
does  not  accuse  me  of  sin,  and  I  hope  to  go  to 
Paradise,  and  be  admitted  to  see  our  Blessed  Lady 
and  true  Mother ;  if  I  am  not  worthy  of  this,  at 
least,  let  me  expire  breathing  the  words,  '  I  wish 
to  die,  yes,  I  wish  to  die,  to  live  for  ever  with 
most  holy  Mary.' "  He  spoke  these  words  with  so 
much  affection,  feeling,  force,  and  fervour,  that 
every  one  felt  convinced  they  came  from  his  heart. 
In  continuing  to  animate  the  people  to  a  tender 
devotion  to  the  Mother  of  God,  he  taught  them 
that  to  be  truly  devout,  they  must  honour  her 
every  year,  every  month,  every  week,  every  day  f 
every  hour,  and  at  all  times  ;  and  after  having  in- 
structed them  in  the  various  ways  of  paying  the 
tribute  of  reverence  and  devotion  to  her,  he  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  the  most  acceptable  devo- 
tion, and  without  which  all  their  doings  are  no- 
thing worth,  was  to  fly  from  sin  and  the  occasion 
of  it.  Any  one  truly  devout  to  Mary,  finding 
himself  in  danger  of  falling  into  sin,  ought  to  say, 
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"  This  will  displease  my  Holy  Mother,  I  must  not 
grieve  her  by  doing  it."  Sometimes  he  would 
say  in  preaching,  "  Give  yourselves  with  fervour 
to  the  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  you 
will  be  saved.  But  who  is  truly  devout  to  her  ? 
he  who  is  truly  the  enemy  of  mortal  sin."  To 
undeceive  many  false  devotees,  of  whom  there  are 
many  in  the  world,  even  the  Catholic  world  of  oar 
times,  who,  plunged  into  sin  of  every  sort,  believe 
they  will  be  accepted  by  the  Blessed  Virgin 
for  saying  the  rosary,  or  visiting  one  of  her 
images,  he  said  in  one  of  his  sermons,  "  This  is 
to  pretend  that  the  Mother  of  God  is  the  pa- 
troness, not  of  sinners,  but  of  sin !  To  be  num- 
bered amongst  the  truly  devout  children  of  Mary, 
we  must  be  truly  converted  to  God." 

I  should  never  end  were  I  to  relate  all  that  he 
said  and  did  to  promote  and  establish  amongst 
the  people  the  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
and  how  he  honoured  her  himself  by  every  act  of 
veneration  and  love,  and  the  pleasure  it  gave  him 
to  see  her  image,  which  he  carried  about  with  him 
in  his  missions,  honoured  by  the  people,  and 
carried  in  procession  with  a  great  many  lights, 
with  all  the  reverence  and  honour  which  the 
means  of  the  place  admitted. 

As  Blessed  Leonard  adored  and  loved  God,  and 
reverenced  with  great  devotion  His  blessed  Mother, 
so  he  reverenced  and  invoked  the  saints  in  heaven, 
the  faithful  servants  of  Jesus  Christ.  He  was  most 
devout  to  his  guardian  angel,  and  as  he  recom- 
mended in  Tiis  eighteenth  resolution,  whenever  the 
clock  struck  after  having  said  a  "  Hail  Mary,"  he 
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saluted  him  with  great  devotion,  thanking  him  for 
the  assistance  given  during  the  past  hour,  and 
hogging  him  to  be  with  him  during  the  coming 
hour.  These  acts  were  also  made  by  him  during 
the  night,  if  he  happened  to  be  awake.  Having 
chosen  for  the  patrons  of  his  missions  the  seraphic 
Father  S.  Francis,  S.  Vincent  Ferrer,  and  S. 
Antony  of  Padua,  besides  invoking  them  and 
saying  the  antiphons  of  their  feasts  before  he 
began  to  preach,  he  reverenced  them  every  day 
with  particular  devotion.  "I  propose,'*  said  he 
at  the  introduction  of  his  resolutions,  "  to  imitate, 
as  closely  as  possible,  the  great  virtues  of  my 
seraphic  Father  S.  Francis,  asking  his  paternal 
blessing  on  all  my  undertakings."  He  had  also 
a  singular  devotion  to  all  the  other  saints,  hon- 
ouring them,  and  having  recourse  in  all  his  wants 
to  their  aid  and  intercession.  At  night  before 
he  slept  he  recommended  himself  to  all  of  them, 
invoking  them  in  the  Litany  he  had  composed.  In 
order  to  die,  as  he  said,  fortified  with  the  sacra- 
ments, he  said  a  Pater  and  Ave  to  S.  Barbara, 
virgin  and  martyr,  asking  her  to  obtain  for  him 
this  grace.  He  constantly  invoked  the  aid  of  his 
angel-guardian,  speaking  to  him  and  asking  his 
counsel  in  doubts,  and  assistance  before  he  began 
to  preach  or  pray,  or  any  spiritual  exercise.  This 
was  the  devotion  of  Blessed  Leonard,  originated 
and  produced  by  that  faith  which  made  him 
believe  in  all  the  mysteries  of  religion  as  if  he 
had  seen  them  with  his  own  eyes,  and  even  more 
surely,  because  they  had  been  revealed  by  Al- 
mighty God  to  His  Church. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ON  THE  FIRM  HOPE  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD. 

Blessed  Leonard  had  a  firm  hope  that  he 
should  be  able  to  obtain  all  that  God  has  pro- 
mised in  His  infallible  Word,  and  the  only 
desire  of  his  life  was  to  gain  the  blessing  of 
heaven,  and  to  be  provided  with  only  just  what 
was  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  body.  Very 
strong  indeed  was  his  hope  of  eternal  bliss, 
for  the  attainment  of  which  he  laboured  unwea- 
riedly  as  long  as  he  lived.  "  I  propose/'  he  says 
in  one  of  his  resolutions,  "  to  practise  the  virtue 
of  hope  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  I  were 
secure  of  my  salvation,  and  was  already  in  Para- 
dise. I  will  found  my  hope,  and  will  look  for 
grace,  glory,  and  all  things  that  are  not  opposed 
to  the  glory  of  God,  upon  these  four  foundations, 
the  justice,  the  faithfulness,  the  mercy,  and  the 
omnipotence  of  God,  for  He  is  able,  is  willing, 
and  has  promised  to  save  us,  giving  us  as  our 
ransom  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  by  whose  grace  I 
hope  to  live  holily,  and  be  saved.  I  hope  that 
having  assisted  the  souls  of  others,  God  will  save 
my  soul,  for  I  am  resolved  never  to  lose  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  spiritual  aid."  This  did  he,  has- 
tening wherever  he  (was  sent  to  give  missions, 
converting  sinners  without  heeding  the  length 
of  the  journey,  rain,  snow,  heat,  or  cold,  bad 
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roads,  or  any  dangers  and  impediments.  To 
make  his  hope  more  firm  and  stedfast  he  en- 
deavoured to  conceive  so  great  an  idea  of  the 
mercy  of  God,  so  that  relying  on  the  infinite 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  hoped  that  he  might 
be  saved  without  going  to  Purgatory,  although 
he  was  disposed  to  accept  the  pains  and  suf- 
ferings of  that  place  willingly  and  thankfully, 
if  such  was  the  will  of  God.  "And  this  hope," 
he  added,  "  cannot  be  injurious  or  presumptuous, 
but  may  be  profitable,  because  it  does  not  exclude 
a  holy  filial  fear  resulting  in  the  honour  of  God, 
and  will  make  me  more  diligent,  since  for  this 
end  I  propose  to  avoid  not  only  mortal  sin,  but 
venial  sin,  and  the  least  imperfection."  He  fre- 
quently used  the  ejaculation,  "Jesus,  my  mercy," 
to  obtain  all  graces,  and  particularly  that  of  per- 
severing to  the  end  in  the  love  of  God,  The 
hope  he  had  of  being  saved  never  left  him,  and 
he  not  only  consoled  himself  with  full  confidence 
in  the  Divine  mercy,  but  encouraged  others  never 
to  despair,  but  to  believe,  that  notwithstanding  our 
imperfections,  and  the  venial  sins  we  often  com- 
mit, Almighty  God  remembers  our  weakness,  and 
is  merciful.  He  exhorted  them  to  bear  in  mind 
the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  sacrifice  He 
made  for  our  sins,  the  intercession  of  the  saints, 
who  pray  for  us,  the  indulgences  to  be  gained, 
and  other  similar  things,  which  may  lead  us  to  the 
hope  of  gaining  Paradise.  Such  was  the  courage 
with  which  he  inspired  one  of  his  brothers  in  re- 
ligion, by  whom  he  was  asked  if  he  hoped  to 
go  to  heaven  without  passing  through  purgatory  : 
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"tYes,"  he  replied,  "for  I  hope  to  be  made  worthy 
to  do  so,  if  I  try  not  to  fall  into  mortal  nor 
even  venial  sins  deliberately,  and  God  will  mer- 
cifully accept  the  works  and  hardships  which 
for  His  glory  I  shall  perform,  to  merit  in 
some  measure  His  Divine  mercy."  Frequently 
when  he  was  speaking  with  his  brothers 
in  religion,  he  would  fix  his  gaze  on  heaven,  fall 
of  trust  and  confidence  in  God,  and  exclaim: 
"  Ah !  when  shall  I  see  death,  when  shall  these 
bonds  which  bind  me  to  earth  be  broken  ?  When 
will  that  happy  day  come  when  I  shall  be- 
hold my  God  ?"  He  took  a  very  high  view  of 
the  virtue  of  hope,  and  would  not  endure  the 
idea  of  its  being  restricted  to  the  limitations  of 
human  prudence.  On  one  occasion  when  he  was 
called  upon  to  give  his  advice  in  strengthen, 
ing  the  faith  and  trust  in  God  of  a  poor  soul, 
he  thus  wrote :  "  Desire  the  poor  girl  to  place 
herself  before  the  tribunal  of  God,  as  one  who 
depends  on  him  for  every  want,  offering  Him  the 
sacred  Blood^of  Jesus,  and  reminding  Him  of  His 
promises/ '  We  may  see  from  this  how  well- 
founded  was  his  hope.  In  hearing  confessions,  in 
preaching,  and  on  all  occasions,  he  encouraged 
every  one  not  to  lose  hope,  but  however  grievous 
their  sins  might  be,  to  hope  in  God,  and  feel  se- 
cure that  with  His  gracious  mercy  and  assistance 
they  would  attain  eternal  salvation.  He  not  only 
hoped  for  eternal  blessings  from  God,  but  even 
the  necessaries  of  this  present  life.  With  a  firm 
trust  he  looked  to  Heaven  for  support  in  the  most 
difficult  cases,  without  ever  failing  in  courage. 
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When  he  was  sent  to  give  missions  in  Corsica,  a 
country  rent  with  factions  and  disorders,  which 
might  well  cause  fear,  he  was  most  courageous, 
and  when  he  was  about  to  commence  his  mission 
he  thus  wrote  to  a  priest :  "  I  am  going  to  Corsica, 
the  dangers  are  great,  however,  I  feel  as  if  I  had 
the  heart  of  a  lion."  And  bold  as  a  lion  he  was 
in  making  war  against  vice  amid  so  many  perils, 
as  we  have  seen. 

When  the  monastery  of  S.  Francesco  was 
founded  in  Florence,  to  which  the  Grand  Duke 
contributed  with  great  liberality  for  whatever  was 
required  for  the  support  of  the  community,  with- 
out their  being  obliged  to  beg,  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, at  that  time  superior,  returned  his  thanks 
to  the  prince  for  his  generosity,  but  entreated 
him  to  allow  them  to  live  by  asking  alms, 
since  if  they  acted  otherwise,  it  would  seem 
like  a  want  of  trust  in  Divine  Providence.  To 
live  in  hope  and  trust  in  God  was  all  he  desired, 
and  amongst  the  regulations  observed  in  his 
missions,  one  was  this  :  "  In  going  to  any  place, 
no  food  of  any  kind  is  to  be  carried,  excepting 
when  making  a  sea  voyage.  No  one  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  eat  with  us,  nor  must  we  eat  in  the 
houses  of  others,  even  that  of  a  bishop  or  person  of 
consequence,  who  may  invite  us.  Nothing  is  to 
be  received  but  the  mere  necessities  of  life,  and  all 
beyond  this  which  is  brought  is  to  be  given  to 
the  poor.  He  observed  this  rule  with  so  much 
exactness,  that  during  the  many  years  he  was 
giving  missions,  and  the  many  journeys  he  was 
obliged  to  make,  he  never  departed  from  it  in  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


206 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


least  degree,  even  though  he  exercised  his  Apos- 
tolic ministry  for  forty-four  years,  in  various 
provinces  and  places  ;  he  never  accepted  food  or 
anything  that  was  offered  to  him,  although  he  was 
often  obliged  to  walk  from  morning  till  night  in 
desert  places,  and  roads  almost  impassable  ;  ho 
never  carried  any  provisions,  not  even  a  piece  of 
bread,  to  restore  his  wasted  energies,  He  always 
said  to  the  people  who  offered  him  food  to  refresh 
him  by  the  way,  that  he  had  a  good  God,  who 
had  graciously  promised  to  provide  for  his  wants, 
and  whose  word  had  never  failed  during  many 
years,  and  never  would  fail,  for  He  was  his  Fa- 
ther, in  whom  he  trusted,  feeling  secure  that  He 
would  provide  for  every  necessity.  When  he 
reached  the  place  where  the  mission  was  to  be 
given,  he  always  refused  to  be  maintained  by 
any  one  particular  person,  except  in  the  last 
which  he  gave  in  Rome,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  obey.  He  ever  wished  that  the  support  of 
himself  and  his  companions  should  be  bestowed 
by  God's  daily  Providence,  sure  and  certain  that 
if  they  laboured  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
salvation  of  souls,  they  would  not  be  left  unpro- 
vided with  means  of  support.  And  the  Lord 
Almighty  failed  not  to  encourage  the  hope  of 
His  servant,  providing  for  him  in  most  extraor- 
dinary and  unexpected  ways.  In  the  year  1716, 
a  short  time  after  he  had  refused  the  generous 
offer  of  assistance  from  the  Grand  Duke,  it 
happened  there  was  a  scarcity  of  oil  in  Tuscany, 
in  consequence  of  the  olives  having  been  injured 
by  the  frost  the'year  before.   All  that  remained 
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in  the  convent  was  a  very  small  quantity  in  a 
jar,  and  the  brother  appointed  to  collect  alms 
much  concerned,  not  knowing  how  to  provide 
for  the  want,  applied  to  the  superior,  explained 
the  case,  and  told  him  that  in  a  few  days 
they  would  be  left  without  oil,  for  the  small 
quantity  they  had  would  soon  be  consumed. 
Blessed  Leonard,  not  in  the  least  disturbed  at 
this  intelligence,  said  very  quietly :  "  Trust  in 
God,  and  doubt  not  that  He  will  provide  for  us." 
Meanwhile,  the  oil  diminished  gradually,  and  was 
almost  exhausted  ;  the  lay  brother  went  again  to 
the  superior,  to  inform  him  of  their  want ;  Blessed 
Leonard  turned  to  him  as  before  with  perfect 
calmness,  and  repeated  the  words :  "  Trust  in 
God,  and  doubt  not  that  He  will  provide  for  us/' 
adding,  however,  to  encourage  him  that  he  must 
hope  in  the  mercy  of  God,  "  Do  you  think,  bro- 
ther, that  having  left  all  things  for  the  love  of  God, 
and  refused,  trusting  in  Him  alone,  every  offer  of 
assistance  from  the  Grand  Duke,  that  His  mercy 
will  fail  us  now  V9  It  was  as  he  predicted,  for 
just  at  that  time  God  put  it  into  the  heart  of  some 
benefactor  to  send  eight  barrels  of  oil  to  the 
monastery.  He  experienced  another  similar  in- 
stance of  the  care  of  Providence  in  the  same 
place,  when  all  the  altar-linen  was  stolen  from 
the  sacristy,  and  they  knew  not  how  to  replace 
it.  The  brother  who  had  the  care  of  these  things 
expressed  his  difficulties  to  Blessed  Leonard,  who 
replied:  "Brother,  trust  in  God,  He  will  pro- 
vide for  us  in  all  our  wants."  And  so  it  was, 
for  the  robbery  reached  the  ears  of  the  Marchese 
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Ferroni,  who  not  only  replaced  all  the  linen  that 
was  stolen,  but  also  undertook  to  supply  what- 
ever was  required  for  the  altar  as  long  as  he 
lived.  In  many  other  circumstances  Blessed  Leo- 
nard experienced  the  beneficence  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, receiving  from  the  God  in  whom  he 
trusted  all  that  he  required  for  the  missions  and 
his  convent.  He  never  failed  him  in  the  many 
journeys  undertaken  without  provisions,  and  in 
all  difficulties.  Once  when  they  arrived  at  a 
strange  place  late  in  the  evening,  they  could  not 
at  first  find  any  body  to  give  them  a  night's  lodg- 
ing, but  this  was  permitted  by  God  to  try  His 
servant,  as  a  person  was  afterwards  found  to 
receive  them  until  morning,  and  minister  to  their 
wants.  From  these,  and  many  other  instances  he 
was  more  than  ever  encouraged  to  trust  in  God, 
and  fly  to  Him  for  succour  in  perfect  peace  ;  even 
in  the  most  unlucky  and  distressing  accidents  he. 
looked  for  and  received  seasonable  aid,  as  in  the 
following  instance.  In  the  year  1749,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura 
in  Rome,  and  the  flames  spread  so  rapidly  as 
to  threaten  the  total  destruction  of  the  building. 
The  monks  were  all  sleeping  unconscious  of  the 
danger  which  threatened  them,  until  the  flames 
had  reached  the  roof,  and  were  bursting  from  the 
windows.  Great  was  the  confusion  and  terror 
of  all,  but  Blessed  Leonard,  with  his  accustomed 
trust  in  God,  went  direct  to  the  sacristy,  put 
on  a  cotta  and  stole,  then  took  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  from  the  tabernacle  and  gave  bene- 
diction, having  done  this,  whilst  the  monks, 
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with  other  people  who  had  come  to  their  assist- 
ance, hastened  to  extinguish  the  flames,  he  went 
with  calm  devotion  to  visit  the  Via  Crucis,  and 
then  returned  to  his  cell,  where  he  gave  himself  a 
long  and  severe  discipline,  and  prayed  without 
ceasing  till  the  fire  was  out,  and  all  danger  was 
over.  Such  was  the  firm  hope  in  the  mercy  of 
God  which  Blessed  Leonard  testified  on  every 
occasion,  because  he  believed  Him  to  be  just, 
faithful,  omnipotent,  and  merciful,  feeling  certain 
that  if  he  laboured  for  the  glory  of  God,  with  the 
help  of  divine  Providence,  he  would,  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  attain  the  eternal  bliss  of 
Paradise  in  the  life  to  come,  and  in  the  present 
life  all  temporal  aid  required  for  that  end.  He 
endeavoured  by  every  effort  to  excite  this  hope  in 
others,  especially  in  sinners  and  those  in  tribula- 
tion, encouraging  the  former  to  ask  for,  and  hope 
in  God  for  the  pardon  of  their  sins,  and  the  latter, 
to  hope  from  the  same  merciful  God  for  consolation 
and  comfort  in  all  their  troubles  and  afflictions. 
From  hope  arose  an  entire  detachment  from  all 
perishable  and  earthly  things,  so  that  he  was 
willing  to  be  poor,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  following 
chapter. 


14 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

OF  THE   HOLY  POVERTY  PRACTISED  BY  BLESSED 
LEONARD. 

Amongst  the  many  virtues  practised  in  so 
heroic  a  manner  by  Blessed  Leonard,  certainly 
poverty  was  one,  which,  having  made  a  solemn 
vow  to  observe,  he  determined  to  practise  in  the 
same  way  as  did  his  seraphic  Father  S.  Francis, 
and  his  companions.  He  proposed  to  follow  their 
maxims,  and  love  the  inconvenience  and  hard- 
ships attendant  on  poverty ;  and  he  encouraged 
himself  in  this  resolution  by  the  contemplation  of 
the  great  reward,  in  imitation  of  S.  Francis,  who 
found  all  pain  and  privation  delightful  in  expec- 
tation of  the  recompense  to  be  received  for  it. 
One  day  he  was  speaking  of  the  holy  apostles 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  who  had  appeared  to  S. 
Francis,  and  said  that  to  those  who  in  the 
most  perfect  manner  practised  the  virtue  of  pov- 
erty until  death,  their  salvation  was  sure,  and 
they  were  numbered  among  the  blest.  He  went 
on  to  say :  "  I  love  this  virtue  with  all  my  heart, 
not  only  for  the  reward  promised,  but  for  its  being 
well  pleasing  to  Jesus,  who  was  willing  to  be  born 
poor,  to  live  in  poverty,  and  to  die  poor  and  naked 
on  the  Cross.  He  always  spoke  of  poverty  as  the 
distinguishing  mark  of  his  order,  and  used  to  say, 
if  poverty  was  taken  from  a  Franciscan  monk,  he 
would  cease  to  belong  to  the  order  of  S.  Francis. 
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In  one  of  the  memoranda  which  he  wrote  and 
always  carried  about  with  him,  the  following 
words  are  found :  "  I  desire  to  observe  the  rule 
of  holy  poverty  with  all  the  strictness  and  rigour 
with  which  S.  Francis  and  his  community  ob- 
served it,  and  to  use  every  means  to  introduce  it 
in  all  its  rigour  into  the  convent.  He  divided 
poverty  into  three  kinds,  viz.,  poverty  of  body, 
which  concerns  temporal  things,  poverty  of  soul, 
which  consists  in  keeping  under  restraint  all  the 
affections,  and  the  being  entirely  detached  from 
earthly  things,  and  poverty  of  spirit,  which  con- 
sists in  detachment  from  spiritual  sweetness,  and 
even  the  gifts  of  God.  Regarding  temporal  things 
he  observed  the  most  strict  poverty,  so  that  he 
never  asserted  a  right  to  anything,  but  was  ready 
to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  superior ;  he  was 
never  known  to  depart  in  the  least  degree  from 
the  professed  rule  of  poverty.  One  who  was  his 
confessor  for  many  years  gave  his  testimony1  to 
the  fact  in  the  following  words :  "  So  great  was 
Father  Leonard's  love  of  poverty,  that  if  he  had 
not  been  prevented  he  would  have  carried  it  to 
an  extreme  in  his  dress,  eating,  furniture,  con- 
vent, and  everything,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
infuse  this  spirit  into  the  minds  of  all  the  reli- 
gious, and  rejoiced  whenever  he  saw  this  virtue 
shine  pre-eminent.  He  never  wore  a  new  habit, 
but  one  which  had  been  used  by  others,  and 
was  almost  worn  out,  which  he  had  patched,  and 
rejoiced  when  it  became  torn  and  ragged.  Once 
only  he  put  on  a  new  one,  and  that  was  in  the 
year  1746,  when  he  was  sent  to  give  missions 
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in  the  dioceses  of  Bologna  and  Ravenna;  the 
weather  was  very  cold,  and  as  he  was  advanced 
in  years,  the  superior  of  the  convent  of  S.  Buona- 
ventura  in  Rome  having  compassion  on  his  in- 
firmities, sent  him  a  new  one,  with  an  order  to 
wear  it,  which  in  obedience  he  was  obliged  to  do, 
but  in  order  to  show  his  poverty  he  had  it  covered 
with  old  patches.  During  all  seasons  he  never 
had  more  than  one  habit,  even  in  winter,  when  he 
was  sent  amongst  the  mountains ;  his  thoughts 
were  occupied  in  saving  souls,  not  in  keeping  him- 
self from  the  cold ;  he  was  often  seen  trembling 
from  head  to  foot.  He  never  wore  an  under 
vest,  though  the  rule  of  his  order  allowed  it,  ex- 
cepting when  giving  missions,  to  prevent  his 
losing  his  voice  from  the  effects  of  cold,  and  in 
his  journeys  he  sometimes,  in  obedience,  wore 
a  piece  of  woollen  cloth.  He  exhorted  his  bro- 
thers in  religion  with  great  earnestness  to  observe 
holy  poverty  in  their  dress,  telling  them  that 
it  was  most  unbecoming  to  appear  vain  under  a 
poor  and  humble  habit ;  and  as  a  rich  and  costly 
dress  is  the  ornament  of  a  nobleman  in  the  world, 
so  a  worn  and  patched  habit  is  becoming  in  a  poor 
religious,  the  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.  When  he 
was  guardian  of  the  convent  in  Florence,  he  in- 
troduced the  custom  of  patching  the  new  habits, 
so  that  they  might  appear  old,  and  make  holy 
poverty  more  apparent.  He  exhorted  his  fellow 
religious,  not  only  by  preaching,  but  by  his  own 
example,  dressing  himself  as  we  have  said,  girded 
with  a  coarse  rough  rope,  and  barefoot,  so  that  to 
all  who  beheld  him  he  appeared  like  one  who 
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truly  loved  poverty,  and  despised  the  world,  and 
its  vanities. 

Not  less  was  his  poverty  in  food,  which  he  al- 
ways took  sparingly,  and  of  which  we  shall  speak 
when  we  come  to  the  subject  of  his  temperance, 
always  taking  care,  that  in  this  he  was  conformed 
to  the  strictest  rules  prescribed  by  his  order.  He 
ate  only  herbs,  vegetables,  and  fruit,  and  of  these 
most  sparingly  ;  and  if  sometimes  he  was  desired  to 
eat  something  more  to  strengthen  him  when  he  was 
undergoing  so  much  fatigue,  he  replied  :  "He  who 
makes  a  profession  of  poverty  ought  to  feel  the 
effects  of  it,  and  if  he  satisfies  every  want  without 
enduring  inconvenience,  he  is  not  conformed  to 
this  holy  state."  At  other  times  he  would  say, 
"  In  consequence  of  the  vow  of  poverty  which  we 
religious  have  made,  our  benefactors  give  us  alms, 
of  which  we  ought  to  render  a  strict  account,  since 
we  take  what  belongs  rightly  to  the  poor,  and 
great  is  the  debt  we  owe  to  God."  When  he  saw 
that  his  religious  deprived  themselves  of  things  ne- 
cessary, and  missed  some  of  the  usual  dishes  in  the 
refectory,  he  rejoiced,  and  said :  "  To-day  we  are 
truly  children  of  S.  Francis,"  For  the  same  love  of 
holy  poverty  he  refused,  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  the  support  offered  by  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  to  his  monastery,  and  in 
all  his  journeys  he  would  never  take  any  provi- 
sions, or  even  accept  letters  of  introduction  offered 
to  him  that  he  might  be  lodged  in  a  comforta- 
ble house,  saying  that  a  true  lover  of  poverty, 
which  he  professed  to  be,  ought  to  go  and  beg 
for  a  lodging.    If  during  the  mission  he  per- 
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ceived  that  the  soup  was  better  than  usual,  he 
would  refuse  to  eat  it,  saying  that  he  had  no  ap- 
petite. "My  brothers,"  he  would  say,  <c straw 
is  sufficient  for  the  ass,  there  is  no  occasion  to 
give  it  oats."  If  he  was  offered  anything  for 
his  maintenance,  his  reply  was  always  this:  "I 
cannot  think  of  such  a  thing ;  my  only  thought 
is  to  convert  souls  to  God  ;  temporal  things  I 
leave  for  my  companions  to  arrange."  He  was 
in  fact  so  detached  from  the  things  of  this  world, 
that  he  took  no  thought  for  anything,  eating 
only  what  was  barely  sufficient  for  his  support. 

In  his  room  there  were  only  two  boards,  on 
which  to  sleep,  a  covering,  one  chair,  and  a  small 
table  for  writing.  During  the  nine  years  he  was 
superior  of  the  convent  in  Florence,  the  only  table 
he  had  was  a  board  nailed  against  the  wall,  and 
for  a  seat  he  had  nothing  but  the  end  of  the  board 
on  which  he  slept.  Hung  round  the  walls  were 
two  or  three  pictures  without  frames,  and  the  cru- 
cifix which  he  wore  when  he  gave  missions;  he 
would  not  have  by  him  even  those  little  devotional 
things  which  the  superiors  of  convents  are  accus- 
tomed to  have.  He  did  not  even  possess  neces- 
sary articles,  such  as  scissors,  pen-knife,  and 
needles  ;  if  he  wanted  any  of  these  things  he  bor- 
rowed them  of  others,  and  returned  them  as  soon 
as  he  had  made  use  of  them.  His  room  contained 
nothing  besides  the  things  mentioned  excepting 
a  little  box,  in  which  he  kept  his  writings,  his 
breviary,  his  rule,  his  spectacles,  a  hair  shirt, 
two  disciplines,  and  a  wooden  cross  with  spikes 
of  iron,  which  he  wore  next  his  skin,  his  rosary, 
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and  a  small  case,  which  contained  the  images 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  S.  Vincent 
Ferrer,  with  which  he  used  to  bless  the  sick. 
These  were  all  his  riches,  and  the  furniture  of 
his  cell,  for  the  books  and  other  things  required 
during  the  missions  were  left  to  the  care  of  his 
companions.  His  love  of  poverty  often  induced 
him  to  retire  to  poorer  convents,  like  S.  Maria 
dell1  Incontro  and  S.  Angelo  di  Montorio,  in 
these  he  delighted  to  dwell,  spending  his  time 
in  spiritual  exercises.  The  same  love  of  pov- 
erty incited  him  to  be  strictly  frugal  in  the 
smallest  thing,  knowing  well  that  this  tends 
to  perfection  iu  virtue,  and  how  greatly  it  is  es- 
teemed by  the  saints.  Therefore  in  writing  to 
persons  of  distinction  he  took  just  sufficient  paper, 
which  he  covered  all  over  with  his  writing,  and  if 
sometimes  he  was  reminded  of  the  rank  of  his  cor- 
respondent, and  asked  to  write  on  a  sheet  of  paper 
in  order  to  show  his  esteem,  he  would  reply: 
"  Not  thus  am  I  taught  by  holy  poverty ;  he 
knows  that  Father  Leonard  is  poor,  and  will  com- 
mend him  for  writing  as  a  poor  man."  For  the 
same  reason  he  never  gave  or  received  a  gift,  even 
of  the  most  trifling  value,  nor  had  he  ever  given  a 
rosary  or  image,  and  when  anything  of  the  kind 
was  offered  to  him,  he  always  replied  :  "  Change 
the  subject ;  do  not  talk  to  me  of  such  things  ;  I 
never  accept  anything,  and  desire  to  observe 
strictly  my  vow  of  poverty."  It  frequently  hap- 
pened in  places  where  he  was  preaching  that  offer- 
ings were  made  to  him  and  his  companions  of 
food  and  other  things,  but  he  invariably  returned 
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them  with  thanks.  After  he  had  given  the  mis- 
sion in  Ferrara,  the  Archbishop  Monsignor  Crispi 
sent  him  a  box  full  of  beautiful  pictures,  images, 
and  rosaries,  in  token  of  gratitude  for  the  good 
he  had  done ;  but  the  servant  of  God,  without 
even  opening  it  to  look  at  them,  returned  it 
by  the  messenger  who  brought  it,  thanking  him 
for  his  good  will,  and  saying  that  his  labours 
were  abundantly  recompensed  by  the  fruits  seen 
in  the  people,  who  had  given  decided  proofs  of 
repentance  and  reconciliation  with  God.  The 
vicar-general  of  Frascati,  seeing  the  great  fatigue 
he  underwent,  preaching  morning  and  evening, 
sent  him  some  preserves  and  sweatmeats  to 
strengthen  his  stomach  and  voice,  but  scarcely 
did  this  lover  of  poverty  and  enemy  of  every  deli- 
cacy see  them,  than  he  said  :  "  Take  them  away 
to  the  vicar,  and  tell  him  that  these  things  do 
not  become  the  poverty  I  profess.  I  must  think 
of  nothing  but  converting  souls  to  God,  and  He 
will  preserve  my  health  and  make  my  voice  strong 
for  preaching,  if  it  be  His  holy  will,  so  that  I  need 
none  of  the  delicacies  so  inconsistent  with  true 
poverty."  Two  days  after  he  had  begun  the 
mission  in  Civita  Castellane  in  1735,  the  holy 
Bishop  Monsignor  Tendirini  was  attacked  by  a 
severe  illness,  which  reduced  him  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity; however  Almighty  God,  for  the  well- 
being  of  His  Church,  restored  him  to  health. 
Blessed  Leonard  attended  him  with  the  greatest 
care ;  celebrated  Mass  every  morning  in  the  pa- 
lace chapel,  and  gave  him  communion  with  his  own 
hands.    The  day  on  which  he  was  accustomed  to 
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preach  on  the  devotion  to  our  Blessed  Lady,  the 
good  bishop  begged  the  missionary  to  bring  her 
image  into  his  room,  in  order  that  he  might  pay 
her  that  devotion  and  reverence  in  private  which 
his  illness  prevented  him  doing  publicly.  Blessed 
Leonard  complied  with  his  request,  and  brought 
the  image  to  his  bedside,  and  after  having  kissed 
the  feet  with  much  devotion,  he  offered  in  token 
of  his  reverence  and  affection  for  the  Mother  of 
God,  a  gold  cross  and  a  chain,  but  Blessed  Leo-* 
nard  would  not  on  any  account  accept  it,  but 
as  the  bishop  insisted,  and  would  not  be  deprived 
of  the  merit  of  making  an  offering,  he  replied, 
"Monsignor,  in  the  present  case  the  Madonna 
will  be  satisfied  with  the  good  will  you  have 
shown,  but  such  offerings  I  cannot  receive,  since 
I  profess  poverty  according  to  the  rule  of  S. 
Francis.    The  bishop  could  say  no  more. 

There  would  be  no  end  were  I  to  mention  every 
instance  of  his  refusing  similar  offerings,  it  so 
frequently  happened  during  his  missions.  He 
never  appropriated  even  the  smallest  sum  from 
the  alms  which  were  collected  in  such  abundance 
after  his  sermons,  but  left  all  to  be  distributed  in 
other  ways,  he  did  not  even  touch  it,  but  recom- 
mended that  some  part  should  be  given  to  the 
poor,  and  the  remainder  to  provide  tabernacles, 
canopies,  and  things  required  for  the  exposition 
of  the  Blessed  Sacrament.  In  fact,  his  poverty 
was  most  rigid,  as  all  can  testify  who  knew  him  ; 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  exact  observance 
of  it  in  his  own  person,  but  used  every  effort 
to  infuse  the  same  spirit  into  the  minds  of  his 
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brothers  in  religion.  As  superior,  he  exhorted  all 
most  fervently  to  be  poor  and  detached  from 
earthly  things  ;  and  it  often  happened,  that  moved 
with  the  force  of  his  words,  they  came  and  threw 
themselves  at  his  feet,  giving  up  all  they  possessed, 
which  was  contrary  to  the  rule.  He  desired 
that  poverty  should  be  seen  in  the  refectory,  in 
the  cells,  and  throughout  the  convent,  and  even 
in  the  church  and  sacristy,  and  in  drawing  up  the 
rules  and  constitutions  for  the  convent  in  Flo- 
rence, he  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  silk  in 
making  the  vestments,  and  desired  that  the  albs 
and  cottas  should  be  quite  plain,  without  embroi- 
dery or  valuable  lace.  From  this  poverty,  which 
we  may  call  external,  may  be  seen  how  detached 
he  was  from  all  transitory  and  perishable  things. 
He  had  placed  all  his  hope  in  God,  and  aspired  to 
nothing  save  the  possession  of  heaven,  taking  no 
thought  for  the  things  of  this  life,  believing,  with 
S.  Bernard,  that  nothing  is  more  hurtful  to  the 
soul  than  self-gratification,  and  that  it  is  a  hin- 
drance to  the  pure  love  of  God,  which  it  was  the 
ardent  desire  of  this  true  lover  of  holy  poverty  to 
attain  to. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  BLESSED  LEONARD'S  LOVE  OP  GOD. 

By  faith  our  holy  father  believed  God  to  be 
supremely  good  and  infinite,  that  He  contained  in 
Himself  every  possible  perfection,  without  end, 
and  that  he  was  worthy  of  all  our  love  and  affec- 
tions, and  declared  that  we  should  love  Him  with 
all  our  heart,  soul,  and  strength,  and  that  every 
thought,  word,  work,  and  action,  should  be  di- 
rected to  Him.  He  resolved  to  make  interior  acts 
of  love  very  often,  rejoicing  in  God's  infinite  per- 
fections ;  of  benevolence,  desiring  that  every  soul 
should  serve  and  bless  Him ;  of  preference, 
that  all  should  esteem  Him  above  all  ere- 
ated  things,  and  consider  as  nothing  all  that  is 
not  God.  He  made  besides,  seven  times  a  day, 
an  interior  conversion  to  God,  as  if  he  were  only 
beginning  his  spiritual  life,  protesting  that  he 
would  love  Him  for  ever,  and  most  fervently, 
and  have  nothing  else  in  view  but  His  glory 
in  all  things.  And  as  he  kept  in  mind  that 
sentence  of  our  Blessed  Lord,  •«  If  you  love  mo 
keep  my  commandments/ '  he  resolved  never 
voluntarily  to  commit  a  venial  sin,  and  always  to 
keep  himself  detached  from  earthly  things,  giving 
no  place  in  his  heart  to  anything  but  God.  "  And 
although,"  he  added, "  I  may  commit  many  faults, 
I  shall  feel  that  this  is  my  desire,  to  love  God 
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with  a  perfect  love,  and  always  to  be  employed  in 
doing  His  holy  will."  He  often  declared  that  the 
love  of  God  was  the  end  of  all  his  works,  and 
although  he  had  a  particular  motive  in  exercising 
every  virtue,  he  endeavoured  to  exalt  them  by  that 
of  charity,  directing  everything  to  God.  Whatever 
his  occupation  might  be,  either  in  the  convent  or 
in  giving  missions,  his  own  personal  affairs,  or 
those  of  his  neighbour,  all  was  done  to  please 
God,  and  promote  His  glory  and  honour ;  and  as 
charity  is  the  more  perfect  the  more  it  is  divested 
of  human  interests,  he  loved  God  in  purity  of 
heart,  because  He  is  worthy  of  being  so  loved, 
and  attained  so  great  a  degree  of  perfection  in 
charity,  that  he  was  often  heard  to  say,  although 
he  knew  for  certain  hell  should  be  his  destiny, 
still  he  would  love  God  with  all  his  heart.  "I 
intend,"  he  used  to  say,  "  to  love  God  with  the 
greatest  and  most  perfect  love,  because  He  ought 
to  be  so  loved,  and  in  this  I  will  not  be  excelled 
by  any  one  on  earth,  whoever  he  may  be."  When 
he  was  engaged  in  performing  certain  acts  for  the 
love  of  God,  one  might  see  by  the  expression  of  his 
countenance  how  his  heart  was  inflamed  with 
charity. 

A  person  having  written  to  ask  him  how  to 
Jove  God,  he  replied,  "  Love  Him  without  bounds, 
without  measure,  and  not  with  a  weak  affection, 
which  consists  in  tears  and  tender  sensibilities, 
but  a  strong  interior  love,  which  proceeds  from 
the  light  of  faith,  which  makes  us  know  and  feel 
the  beauty,  goodness,  and  greatness  of  God,  who 
must  be  loved  with  the  whole  heart."    Such  was 
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the  divine  love  which  inflamed  the  heart  of  Blessed 
Leonard  ;  it  never  became  tepid,  for  he  determined 
never  to  do  anything  which  might  diminish  this 
ardent  love,  but  always  to  seek  after  that  which 
he  thought  would  be  most  pleasing  to  God.  He 
often  said  that  our  hearts  were  made  for  God 
alone  ;  they  should  not  be  divided,  but  solely  em- 
ployed in  loving  Him.  If  any  one  came  to  him 
for  advice  concerning  spiritual  things,  he  would 
say  with  great  fervour,  "  My  son,  love  God ;  bear 
this  in  mind  ;  love  God.  Every  morning  make  this 
covenant  with  Him,  '  Oh,  my  God !  every  time 
that  I  shall  repeat  these  words/j^sus,  «y mercy, 
it  is  with  the  intention  of  making  a  most  fervent 
act* of  love  towards  Thee,  and  as  often  as  I  shall 
repeat  the  ejaculation  during  the  day,  I  shall 
make  so  many  acts  of  love  of  Thee.'"  To  a 
person  of  distinction  whom  he  found  in  sorrow 
he  said,  "  The  maxim  I  give  you,  is  to  suffer, 
and  love ;  that  which  you  suffer  in  your  body 
from  desolation,  consent  to  endure  for  the  love 
of  God ;  this  is  pleasing  to  Him,  and  will  be 
profitable  as  a  cross,  if  it  be  accompanied  by 
love."  In  a  letter  to  the  same  person,  who  had 
confessed  to  him  that  he  loved  the  son  who  had 
been  taken  from  him  with  an  excessive  love,  he 
replied  in  these  words :  "  All  the  love  we  give  to 
creatures  belongs  to  God  alone ;  love  your  chil- 
dren, but  love  them  as  the  images  of  God,  and 
with  such  a  holy  detachment,  as  not  to  engross 
the  thoughts,  still  less  the  heart;  our  nearest 
relation  is  the  great  God,  from  whom  we  have 
everything.    Love  Him  with  the  whole  heart,  and 
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remember  that  the  world  does  not  contain  any- 
thing so  worthy  of  our  love."  He  did  not  incul- 
cate this  maxim  upon  others,  without  being  deeply 
impressed  with  it  himself,  for  after  having  ex- 
horted this  person  to  suffer  and  love,  he  went  on  to 
say,  "  I  exhort  you  to  suffer  whilst  I  am  free  from 
all  pain,  since  for  forty  years  I  have  never  been  ill 
enough  to  require  a  doctor.  I  desire,  it  is  true, 
to  suffer,  but  God  knows  it  would  not  benefit 
me,  and  so  He  does  not  send  it.  Pray  to  Him 
to  send  me  the  most  severe  illness  that  ever  mor- 
tal man  suffered,  but  at  the  same  time  to  give 
me  fervent  love,  with  which  I  shall  desire  to  suffer 
even  more,  and  long  for  the  much  desired  moment 
when  I  shall  see  and  enjoy  eternal  blessedness. 
I  desire  to  die  under  the  weight  of  the  cross, 
and  to  be  burnt  to  ashes  in  the  fire  of  Divine  love." 
And  as  he  who  truly  loves  desires  to  be  near  to 
and  to  converse  with  the  object  of  his  love,  so 
Blessed  Leonard  desired  nothing  more  than  this 
union,  and  his  every  thought  was  employed  in  con- 
templating the  Divine  greatness,  and  in  familiar 
communion  with  God  in  prayer.  When  he  was  in 
the  convent,  he  never  failed  to  make  the  three 
hours'  meditation  by  night  and  day,  as  prescribed 
in  the  rule  of  the  retreat ;  and  if  sometimes  he 
was  obliged,  by  obedience,  to  leave  the  choir,  he 
either  made  up  the  time  he  was  absent  from  the 
common  prayer,  or  he  endeavoured  to  keep  himself 
recollected,  whilst  he  was  occupied  with  works  of 
mercy,  being  thus  at  once  in  communion  with  his 
Creator,  and  ministering  at  the  same  time  to  the 
wants  of  His  creatures.    When  in  the  choir,  en- 
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gaged  in  mental  prayer  with  his  brothers  in  reli- 
gion, he  appeared  like  a  stone  figure,  kneeling 
quite  motionless  without  support,  which  was  his 
habit  even  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  when 
he  had  become  feeble  and  worn  out  with  incessant 
toil.  If  he  was  called  to  hear  a  confession,  or  any 
other  exercise,  they  were  often  obliged  to  speak 
to  him  several  times,  and  even  shake  him  ;  so  ab- 
sorbed was  he  in  the  contemplation  of  God,  that 
he  seemed  quite  unconscious  of  anything  passing 
around  him.  Although  the  greatest  part  of  his  life 
was  employed  in  missions,  he  regulated  his  time  so 
well,  that  he  was  never  prevented  from  performing 
his  devotions  and  prayers  at  the  appointed  hours. 

During  his  frequent  journeys  after  having  said 
the  usual  prayers  with  his  companions,  he  con- 
tinued praying  apart  from  them,  so  entirely 
raised  above  the  world,  that  he  walked  like 
one  out  of  his  senses,  not  seeing  the  path,  and 
frequently  hurting  his  bare  feet  against  the 
stones,  and  sometimes  he  was  found  up  to  his 
knees  in  the  ditches  and  bogs.  Even  when  he 
was  reading  over  the  sermon  he  was  to  preach, 
he  was  meditating  on  the  maxims  he  desired 
to  impress  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  and 
used  to  say  that  it  was  of  more  importance  to 
be  united  with  God  in  prayer,  than  to  trust  to  any 
other  care  in  saving  souls.  When  he  was  giving 
missions  he  always  kept  an  alarum  in  his  cell,  to 
awaken  him  before  the  dawn  of  day,  that  he  might 
make  the  meditation,  which  he  never  omitted,  not- 
withstanding the  very  great  fatigue  he  had  en- 
dured the  preceding  day  in  the  pulpit  and  con- 
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fessional.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  his  daily 
devotions,  but  twice  in  the  year  he  went  to  make 
a  retreat,  in  order  that  he  might  be  quite  alone 
and  in  undisturbed  communion  with  God.  He 
came  out  of  his  solitude  with  renewed  zeal, 
and  more  than  ever  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
God,  with  more  courage  to  instruct  the  people 
and  convert  souls,  never  sparing  himself,  and 
making  it  evident  that  the  love  of  God  will  over- 
come every  difficulty,  and  give  support'  in  the 
greatest  toil  and  fatigue ;  and  indeed  what  else 
was  it  but  Divine  love,  and  the  desire  he  had  to 
please  God,  that  gave  him  strength  and  en- 
abled him  to  endure  a  long  life  of  incessant 
toil,  penance,  and  bodily  suffering.  He  was 
often  heard  to  say:  "To  give  glory  to  God, 
and  be  well  pleasing  to  Him,  I  am  ready  to  en- 
dure  any  fatigue  and  suffering,  even  to  die  a 
thousand  deaths,  and  be  doomed  to  the  torments 
of  hell."  It  is  not  then  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
•with  this  ardent  love  of  God,  and  earnest  desire 
to  please  Him,  he  should  hate  sin,  for  he  well 
knew  how  hateful  it  is  in  the  sight  of  God, 
and  his  great  desire  was  that  it  should  be  rooted 
entirely  out  of  the  world  ;  and  he  often  said  with 
extraordinary  fervour,  "I  declare  that  in  this 
world  I  have  only  one  enemy,  and  that  is  mortal 
sin,  and  I  have  sworn  to  make  war  against  it  as 
long  as  I  live."  It  is  related  of  him  that  from 
his  earliest  childhood  he  triumphed  gloriously  over 
it  in  himself,  and  always  held  it  in  abhorrence, 
so  that  according  to  the  testimony  of  those  who 
heard  his  general  confessions,  he  never  in  his 
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life  committed  mortal  sin.  To  prevent  it  in 
others  and. free  them  from  it,  he  often  exclaimed 
with  a  sigh,  "Ah,  if  God  would  give  me  grace 
to  save  one  soul,  or  at  least  to  prevent  one 
mortal  sin.  Willingly  would  I  give  my  life  if  I 
could  prevent  even  one  mortal  sin,  which  is  so  dis- 
pleasing and  so  odious  in  the  sight  of  God."  To  this 
end  all  his  energies  were  directed  in  the  pulpit 
and  the  confessional ;  to  rid  the  world  of  sin  he 
undertook  long  and  painful  journeys  in  the  most 
severe  weather,  and  even  desired  to  go  to  heathen 
countries  to  give  his  life  to  prevent  sin  against 
God,  and  to  proclaim  his  love  for  Him.  In  fact, 
Blessed  Leonard  lived  in  holy  indifference  to 
everything  earthly,  and  with  a  fixed  determination 
to  do  only  the  will  of  God,  and  he  thus  wrote  on  the 
subject :  "  The  only  thing  to  which  we  ought  to  give 
our  thoughts  is  to  follow  in  all  things  the  holy  will 
of  God,  made  known  by  our  superiors  and  spiritual 
fathers. "  Whatever  he  was  desired  to  do,  however 
difficult,  such  as  to  interrupt  the  missions  when 
he  was  reaping  great  fruits  from  them,  or  to  take 
a  long  journey  by  sea  or  land,  or  to  leave  the 
solitude  to  which  he  had  retired  to  give,  as  he 
said,  a  mission  to  himself ;  immediately,  with- 
out saying  a  word,  he  left  all,  and  went  about 
the  work  he  was  ordered,  thus  to  perform  the  will 
of  God,  which  he  acknowledged  and  adored  in 
these  commands.  So  heartily  did  he  desire  to  do 
the  will  of  God,  that  whenever  he  was  about  to  un- 
dertake any  work,  he  tried  to  assure  himself  of  the 
will  of  his  superior,  feeling  certain  that  that  would 
be  the  will  of  God,  and  well  pleasing  to  Him. 
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And  as  conformity  to  the  Divine  will  is  more 
meritorious  when  accompanied  by  holy  disposi- 
tions, Blessed  Leonard  made  it  his  study  not  only 
to  surrender  his  will  to  that  of  God,  but  to  be- 
lieve that  whatever  God  appointed  for  him  was 
for  the  best,  conduced  to  His  greater  glory,  and 
was  profitable  for  his  own  salvation.  For  this 
reason  he  was  constantly  repeating  this  ejacula- 
tion, "  May  Thy  most  perfect  and  holy  will  be 
done,  in  me  and  for  me,  now,  henceforth,  and  for 
ever.  Amen." 

If  by  chance  he  found  that  any  one  in  adversity 
and  affliction  was  giving  way  to  impatience  and 
lamentations,  he  would  say  in  the  most  affectionate 
and  earnest  manner :  "  My  brother,  we  have  a 
good  and  loving  Father  in  heaven  who  loves  us, 
can  you  think  that  a  God  so  beneficent  will  de» 
cree  anything  that  is  not  good  for  His  children, 
for  whom  He  has  done  so  much,  and  for  whom,  if 
they  will  only  be  obedient,  he  has  prepared  a 
paradise?"  To  others,  in  order  to  make  them 
think  always  of  God,  and  be  conformed  and 
united  to  Him,  he  would  say :  "  The  more  you 
think  of  God,  the  more  you  will  be  inflamed  with 
love  for  Him."  These  words  clearly  indicated 
that  he  was  always  thinking  of  God,  and  loved 
none  but  Him,  and  sought  only  to  be  conformed 
to  His  divine  will.  Such  was  the  charity  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  as  it  appeared  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  as  well  as  in  his  "  Resolutions" 
which  have  been  published,  and  to  which  we 
have  often  referred,  a  love  at  once  most  pure  and 
ardent.   He  thus  wrote  to  one  of  his  penitents  the 
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year  before  his  death :  "  I  wish  to  die,  and  go  to 
enjoy  eternal  happiness  in  that  blessed  land  where 
God  is  perfectly  loved.  I  am  old,  and  now  I  know 
by  experience  that  in  this  world  we  never  arrive  at 
the  perfection  we  desire,  and  instead  of  increasing 
in  love,  we  halt  by  the  way.  But  for  all  that,  I  de- 
sire nothing  but  what  God  wiils  for  me,  having  no 
other  end  or  aim  but  the  perfect  accomplishment 
of  His  most  Holy  Will." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  CHARITY  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  TOWARDS  HIS 
NEIGHBOUR. 

The  command  given  by  our  Blessed  Lord  to 
love  our  neighbour,  is  in  some  measure  similar  to 
that  of  the  love  of  God,  because  it  arises  from  the 
same  motive ;  therefore,  as  our  good  Father 
advanced  in  the  love  of  the  Creator,  so  did  he  in 
charity  to  the  creature,  made  in  His  image  and 
likeness ;  beholding  them  as  such,  he  loved  them 
with  the  greatest  tenderness,  procuring  them  every 
possible  advantage,  keeping  them  from  evil,  and 
always  being  ready  to  do  them  good.  He  was  never 
heard  to  say  a  word  that  could  offend  any  one,  but 
found  something  to  praise  in  all ;  even  with  those 
who  had  given  cause  for  blame  and  reprehension, 
!  he  with  charity  tried  to  extenuate  and  excuse  their 
i  defects  and  failings,  and  began  to  speak  of  their 
t      good  qualities.   He  was  ever  moved  with  compas- 
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sion  on  seeing  the  poor  and  destitute,  aud  relieved 
them  whenever  he  had  the  means.  The  Floren- 
tines knowing  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  Grand  Duke  Cosmo  III.,  came  daily 
to  him  in  great  numbers,  to  beg  that  he  would 
make  known  their  wants  to  the  good  prince,  and 
Blessed  Leonard,  recognizing  in  these  poor  people 
the  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  without  hesitation 
presented  their  petitions,  and  obtained  for  them 
all  they  required.  But  as  these  requests  were 
continually  being  made,  and  the  good  father  went 
with  their  petitions  almost  every  day  to  the  court, 
he  began  to  fear  the  prince  would  be  weary  of 
him,  and  one  day  when  he  presented  himself  as 
usual,  he  began  by  saying  that  he  feared  to  offend 
him  by  such  frequent  applications,  but  seeing  so 
many  destitute  people,  he  felt  his  heart  moved  to 
pity,  and  his  poverty  not  enabling  him  to  relieve 
them,  he  could  only  endeavour  to  induce  others  to 
do  so.  "  Bring  me  all  the  petitions  that  are  given 
to  you,  without  any  such  fear,"  replied  the  Grand 
Duke,  "  and  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  relieve  my 
poor  people,  and  I  assure  you  that  to  prevent 
them  sinning  against  God,  1  would  give  half  my 
kingdom."  After  receiving  this  gracious  reply, 
Blessed  Leonard  became  the  means,  through  his 
charitable  mediation,  of  doing  much  for  the 
people,  obtaining  employment  for  the  men,  mar- 
riage portions  for  the  young  women,  and  support 
for  many  destitute  persons.  His  love  for  his 
neighbour  induced  him  to  exhort  the  companion 
who  went  with  him  on  his  missions  in  places  where 
there  was  much  poverty,  to  cook  something  every 
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day  for  the  poor,  and  distribute  some  of  the  pro- 
visions which  were  sent  for  their  use.  If  any  one 
came  to  him  who  was  infirm  as  well  as  poor,  he 
was  so  moved  with  compassion,  that  if  he  had 
nothing  else  to  give,  he  stripped  himself  of  some 
article  of  clothing.  One  morning  he  was  called 
to  confess  a  poor  man,  and  seeing  him  half  naked, 
trembling  from  head  to  foot  with  cold,  in  pity  he 
took  off  a  piece  of  woollen  cloth  he  wore  under 
his  habit,  and  gave  it  to  him ;  his  companion 
seeing  him  so  affected  by  the  cold,  suspected  what 
he  had  done,  and  informed  the  superior,  who 
quickly  restored  what  he  had  given  away.  When 
he  was  unable  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor 
himself,  or  by  the  means  of  others,  he  prayed 
to  God  to  provide  for  them,  or  stirred  up  the 
people  to  give  alms  for  the  same  intention, 
declaring  that  he  would  give  them  money  if 
he  had  it.  "I  have  the  desire,"  he  said,  "of 
giving  alms  largely,  but  I  cannot  do  it  because 
I  am  poor,  but  I  may,  however,  please  God  and 
help  my  neighbour,  by  offering  to  Him  my  inten- 
tion, and  praying  to  Him  to  provide  for  them." 
His  charity  was  not  restricted  to  particular  per- 
sons, but  extended  to  promote  the  public  good. 
At  the  time  Florence  was  threatened  with  de- 
struction by  an  earthquake,  he  being  guardian  of 
the  convent  dell*  Monte,  gave  himself  a  long  and 
severe  discipline,  together  with  his  community, 
to  appease  the  wrath  of  God,  and  in  the  morning 
visited  in  procession  all  the  churches  in  the  city 
for  the  same  end.  Soon  after  this  a  pestilence 
broke  out  amongst  the  animals,  the  mortality 
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was  great,  and  it  was  feared  the  infection  would 
extend  to  men,  for  a  great  many  deaths  had 
occurred.  On  seeing  the  gates  of  Florence 
closed,  and  all  the  people  in  great  fear,  he  called 
together  his  community,  and  represented  to  them 
what  a  great  act  of  charity  it  would  be,  to  offer 
their  lives  to  God  in  the  service  of  the  pestiferous. 
"I,"  added  he,  "am  resolved  to  sacrifice  myself, 
and  shall  consider  it  a  happiness  to  die  for  love  of 
my  neighbour."  He  spoke  with  such  fervour,  that 
all  present  with  one  accord  offered  themselves  to 
follow  his  example,  and  confirmed  it  with  secret 
vows :  the  danger  passed,  but  they  had  the  merit 
of  their  good  dispositions.  Not  less  was  his 
charity  for  his  brothers  in  religion,  and  although 
towards  himself  he  was  most  rigid  and  austere,  he 
was  with  them  most  indulgent,  mild,  and  be- 
nignant, full  of  compassion  for  every  one,  and  re- 
joiced when  all  were  provided  for  according  to  their 
state  and  profession.  When  he  was  guardian, 
he  desired  that  all  that  was  necessary  in  the  way 
of  food  should  be  prepared  for  the  community, 
but  always  refused  to  partake  of  it  himself,  say- 
ing that  he  was  healthy  and  robust,  and  could 
abstain.  The  same  charity  induced  him  to 
moderate  the  rigour  of  the  fasts  which  they 
kept  during  the  missions,  and  because  his  com- 
panions were  very  often  sick  in  consequence,  he 
allowed  all  of  them  to  eat  as  much  as  was  neces- 
sary, whilst  he  took  nothing  more  during  the  day 
than  a  cup  of  water  mixed  with  barley  and  worm- 
wood, although  he  had  gone  through  the  greatest 
fatigue.    So  also  in  his  journeys  he  walked  bare- 
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foot,  but  desired  his  companions  to  wear  sandals  ; 
bis  feet  were  often  bleeding  from  the  rough  roads 
and  intense  cold.  He  was  extremely  charitable  to 
the  sick,  not  only  in  the  places  where  he  gave  mis- 
sions, where  he  visited  and  consoled  them,  exhort- 
ing  them  to  make  a  good  confession,  but  whenever 
he  was  called  to  assist  them  he  went  quickly, 
whether  it  was  night  or  day,  without  stopping 
to  consider  the  rough  roads  or  stormy  weather. 
After  having  exhorted  them  to  suffer  willingly  and 
with  resignation  the  pain  sent  by  God,  and  after 
giving  them  spiritual  aid,  he  prayed  that  if  it  was 
the  divine  will  he  might  take  their  sickness  on 
himself,  and  that  they  should  be  restored  to  health. 
One  of  the  monks  in  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaven- 
tura  having  lost  his  sight,  went  to  Blessed  Leo- 
nard for  consolation,  who  said  to  him  that  blind- 
ness was  a  treasure,  and  he  ought  to  rejoice  in 
having  one  enemy  less  to  contend  with,  for  it 
was  through  the  sense  of  sight  that  so  many  sins 
were  committed,  and  so  many  souls  lost.  To 
this  the  brother  replied,  that  the  only  thing 
which  made  him  regret  the  loss  of  sight  was 
the  not  being  able  to  celebrate  the  holy  sa- 
crifice. Blessed  Leonard  then  said,  c,Let  us 
do  this:  you  pray  that  the  will  of  God  may 
be  fulfilled  in  you,  and  I  will  pray  with  all 
my  heart  that  if  it  be  His  good  pleasure,  I 
may  become  blind,  and  you  have  your  sight 
restored,  and  willingly  shall  I  consent  to  lose 
my  sight,  since  you  will  haye  the  consolation 
of  being  able  to  satisfy  your  pious  desire  of  saying 
mass."   He  extended  his  charity  in  a  wonderful 
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manner  to  all  the  faithful  departed,  procuring  for 
them  all  the  prayers  he  could  to  release  them 
from  purgatory.  He  preached  with  so  much  fer- 
vour on  this  subject,  and  excited  so  much  com- 
passion for  the  suffering  souls,  that  abundant  alms 
were  always  collected,  which  he  distributed  for 
the  purpose  of  saying  many  masses  for  their  re- 
pose. Every  morning  he  made  an  intention,  to 
to  gain  all  the  indulgences  he  could  that  day  for 
the  release  of  the  souls  in  Purgatory  ;  and  every 
time  he  passed  a  church  where  many  indulgences 
could  be  gained  he  entered  it,  saying  to  his 
companion,  "Let  us  go  and  pray  for  the  faith- 
ful departed."  During  the  time  he  was  giving 
missions  and  could  not  visit  churches,  he  ob- 
tained from  the  holy  pontiff  Benedict  XIV. 
for  himself  and  his  companions  the  power  of 
gaining  three  times  in  the  day  the  indulgences 
of  the  Holy  Land,  made  applicable  to  the 
souls  in  Purgatory.  He  exhorted  all  to  pray 
for  the  dead,  and  so  great  was  his  charity  to- 
wards them  that  he  offered  all  the  merits  of  his 
labours,  prayers,  and  penances  for  their  release. 

In  his  charity  towards  the  living,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  detail  all  he  did  to  save  their  souls ;  bis 
life  was  one  continued  exercise  of  charity  and 
incessant  toil  in  converting  souls  to  God,  and  He 
alone  knows  the  numbers,  which,  by  means  of 
preaching,  admonishing,  and  confessing,  he  drew 
from  the  depths  of  sin  and  the  road  to  hell,  to 
paradise.  In  hearing  confessions  he  held  it  as  a 
maxim  to  treat  his  penitents  precisely  as  he  would 
desire  in  a  similar  state  to  be  treated,  and  when 
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sinners  came  to  him  laden  with  iniquities,  who 
for  many  years  had  not  frequented  the  sacra- 
ments, he  said  to  himself :  "  Brother  Leonard,  if 
you  were  at  the  feet  of  this  poor  man  would  not 
you  wish  to  be  treated  with  indulgence  ?  do  then 
to  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  to  you." 
With  this  thought  he  received  them  with  extra- 
ordinary affection,  encouraged  them  not  to  be 
overcome  with  shame,  never  interrupted  or  hur- 
ried them,  or  showed  any  weariness  in  listening 
to  them,  but  assisted  them  in  every  possible  way, 
speaking  kindly  to  them,  and  making  use  of  every 
means  to  gain  them.  He  recommended  them 
to  the  care  of  their  angels'  guardian  to  assist  them 
in  their  confessions,  and  in  giving  them  absolution 
he  realized  that  he  was  pouring  over  their  souls 
the  precious  Blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  would 
cleanse  them  from  sin ;  his  manner  was  so  fervent 
that  his  penitents  were  filled  with  compunction 
and  comfort  at  the  same  time.  His  greatest  con- 
solation was  that  of  seeing  at  his  feet  some  great 
sinner,  and  rejoicing  at  seeing  him  brought  to 
penance,  he  would  so  move  him  by  means  of  his  won- 
derful zeal,  that  he  would  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears 
of  contrition.  Many  of  these  he  had  the  consola- 
tion of  confessing,  and  having  given  them  absolu- 
tion and  instructions,  they  amended  and  changed 
their  lives. 

During  the  many  years  he  was  employed  in 
giving  missions  and  preaching  in  different  nations 
and  places,  he  found  sinners  of  every  kind,  and 
some  of  the  most  notorious,  who  came  to  make 
their  confessions  to  him,  and  he  invariably  and 
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with  great  satisfaction  gave  them  absolution,  and 
embraced  them,  returning  thanks  to  God,  that 
He  had,  through  His  blessing,  cleansed  them  from 
their  sins,  and  brought  those  poor  wandering 
souls  again  into  the  fold.  We  read  in  the  first 
part  of  this  history  how  the  devil,  foreseeing  the 
great  loss  he  would  sustain  in  the  conversion  of  so 
many  hardened  sinners,  tried  by  every  means  to 
prevent  the  good  effects  of  the  missions,  and  how 
Blessed  Leonard,  not  being  overcome  by  his  as* 
saults,  desiring  only  to  gain  souls  for  heaven, 
courageously  surmounted  all  opposition.  All  the 
time  the  mission  lasted  he  filled  up  the  time  in 
hearing  confessions,  and  the  penitents  came  in 
such  numbers,  that  he  was  often  employed  the 
whole  day,  and  even  part  of  the  night,  so  that  he 
went  without  sleep  or  food.  If  it  happened  in 
some  places  that  he  had  not  time  during  the 
mission  to  confess  all,  he  remained  for  some  days 
in  order  to  hear  them  and  give  instructions. 
Having  done  this  in  a  place  near  Sienna,  where 
he  had  no  clock,  many  of  the  people  came  at  three 
in  the  morning  to  call  him,  he  went  immedi- 
ately to  the  church,  and  remained  in  the  con- 
fessional till  daybreak,  when  he  said  mass,  and 
returned  again  to  his  confessional,  persevering  in 
his  labours  without  food  or  sleep  for  thirty  hours, 
until  he  had  heard  all  with  the  greatest  charity 
and  patience.  The  electress  Anna  di  Medici 
being  informed  of  this,  sent  him  an  alarum, 
so  that  he  might  regulate  his  time,  and  not  wear 
himself  out  in  his  apostolic  ministrations. 

The  most  certain  proof  of  his  charity  towards 
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his  neighbour,  are  the  many  missions  he  gave  in 
the  course  of  forty-four  years,  journeying  through 
many  lands  with  admirable  zeal  for  saving  souls, 
for  which  he  cared  not  how  he  toiled,  or  what  he 
suffered  from  fatigue,  and  even  risked  his  life  by 
long  voyages  by  sea.  In  adversity  and  misfor- 
tunes, instead  of  his  courage  failing,  it  became 
greater,  and  if  he  met  with  opposition,  or  extra- 
ordinary inconvenience  in  his  missions,  he  hailed 
it  as  a  good  sign,  and  rejoiced,  saying :  "  You  see 
the  missions  displease  the  devil,  so  we  may  hope 
for  good  success,  and  we  must  offer  to  God  what 
we  have  to  endure,  He  will  give  more  grace  to 
these  people,  that  they  may  be  converted." 
Having  for  four  months  suffered  great  pain  in  his 
foot,  in  consequence  of  walking  barefoot,  he  was 
obliged  to  have  it  lanced,  to  extract  a  splinter  of 
bone,  and  when  he  was  reproved  for  having 
suffered  the  pain  so  long  without  sending  for  a 
surgeon  to  cure  it,  he  replied :  "  Do  you  not  know  it 
is  the  glory  of  a  soldier  when  he  can  shew  the 
wounds  he  has  received  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
his  sovereign/'  On  another  occasion  when  he  was 
returning  from  Corneto  to  Rome,  walking  barefoot 
through  the  snow,  his  companion  perceived  that 
five  of  his  toe-nails  had  dropped  from  his  feet, 
which  were  bleeding;  he  felt  much  distressed 
at  the  pain  the  holy  father  was  suffering,  although 
he  gave  no  sign  of  it,  but  walking  on  as  if  nothing 
had  happened,  said  joyously ;  "  Brother,  you  have 
no  cause  for  distress,  for  I  regard  these  wounds 
as  treasures,  five  nails  are  lost  for  the  love  of 
God,  but  five  crowns  are  gained  for  paradise."  If 
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on  any  occasion  he  heard  them  speaking  of  the 
sufferings  and  dangers  to  which  he  was  exposed  in 
giving  missions,  he  used  to  say  that  they  were 
nothing  to  what  the  saints  had  suffered,  and  that 
he  should  consider  it  a  high  destiny  to  die  labour- 
ing  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of 
souls.  When  sometimes  he  was  weak  and  ex- 
hausted, and  they  entreated  him  to  put  off  preach- 
ing for  some  days,  he  replied  with  admirable  zeal: 
"A  soldier  would  feel  ashamed  when  he  has 
received  a  wound,  to  put  down  his  sword,  but 
would  even  fight  with  greater  courage."  In  con- 
firmation of  this,  a  short  time  before  his  death, 
he  thus  wrote  to  a  religious  in  Rome  :  "  I  am  old, 
and  my  days  on  earth  cannot  be  many  more,  but 
I  desire  to  die  with  my  sword  in  my  hand,  fighting 
against  sin  and  hell,  delivering  souls  out  of  the 
power  of  the  devil,  and  restoring  them  to  God." 
In  short,  it  may  be  said  of  him  and  his  zeal  for 
saving  souls:  "  Aquae  multaB  non  potuerunt 
extinguere  char^tem." 

And,  in  truth,  during  the  forty-four  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  holy  office  of  missionary, 
he  endured  endless  fatigues,  observing  the  strict 
rules  prescribed  in  his  "  Resolutions/ '  which  he 
drew  up  for  his  missions,  charity  towards  his  neigh- 
bour enabling  him  to  overcome  every  obstacle, 
every  toil  and  fatigue,  scorn  and  reproach.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  gave  missions  in  eighty-eight 
dioceses,  preached  in  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
different  places,  and  gave  three  hundred  and 
sixteen  missions,  with  what  result  we  have  al- 
ready heard.    Nor  was  he  satisfied  with  doing 
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so  much  for  his  neighbour  himself,  but  he  ex- 
horted others  to  do  the  same,  saying  to 
them  with  great  fervour:  "  Does  it  seem  a 
small  thing  to  you  to  gain  one  soul?  a  soul 
the  price  of  which  is  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  ?" 
He  was  most  desirous  that  the  number  of  mission- 
aries should  be  increased,  and  praised  those  priests, 
secular  and  regular,  who  were  ready  for  this  work, 
exhorting  all  to  go  and  hear  them  preach,  and  he 
went  himself  whenever  he  was  able.  He  used  often 
to  say  that  the  name  alone  of  a  mission  was  suffi- 
cient to  make  the  people  feel  compunction,  and 
also  added  :  "  There  are  two  things  to  which  God 
in  an  especial  manner  gives  his  blessing,  to  spiritual 
exercises  for  devout  persons,  and  to  missions  for  all, 
especially  the  uninstructed.  A  wealthy  citizen  of 
Florence,  who  had  founded  some  charitable  institu- 
tions, was  desirous  to  spend  more  money  in  the 
same  way,  and  went  to  Blessed  Leonard  to  ask  his 
advice,  who  said  to  him ;  "  Now  listen,  Jesus  Christ 
gave  Himself,  and  was  willing  to  shed  His  precious 
Blood  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  for  this  reason  I 
cannot  give  you  better  advice  than  to  employ  your 
riches  in  promoting  the  conversion  of  the  same. 
Give  your  money  to  the  missions,  and  you  will 
share  the  merit  of  the  conversion  of  many  poor 
souls,"  This  advice  pleased  the  good  citizen,  and 
he  bequeathed  a  large  sum  of  money  for  this  pious 
purpose.  I  should  never  end  were  I  to  relate  all 
the  deeds  of  Blessed  Leonard  to  promote  the  well- 
being  of  his  neighbour.  I  shall  only  mention  that 
he  wrote  many  instructive  books,  amongst  others, 
the  "Manual  for  virgins  consecrated  to  God," 
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"Instructions  for  hearing  mass,"  "The  method 
of  meditating  on  the  Passion  of  the  Redeemer/' 
the  "Way  of  the  Cross,"  the  "Directions  for 
making  a  general  confession."  The  rules  for  the 
confraternity  he  founded  of  the  "  Lovers  of  Jesus 
and  Mary,"  and  several  small  tracts,  which  will 
remain  an  everlasting  monument  of  his  ardent 
charity  in  the  salvation  of  souls.  So  great  was 
his  love  for  his  neighbour,  that  his  greatest  conso- 
lation was  that  of  hearing  of  the  conversion  of  a 
great  sinner.  On  this  subject  he  once  wrote  in 
the  following  words  to  a  priest :  "  In  October,  if 
God  prospers  my  journey,  I  shall  arrive  in  Rome, 
where  I  am  obliged  most  unwillingly  to  stop,  for 
being  near  the  end  of  my  days  on  earth,  I  wish  to 
labour  night  and  day  to  prevent  sin,  which  pre- 
vails so  much  in  the  world.  *  He  was  often  heard 
to  say  in  his  discourses,  public  and  private,  that 
so  great  was  his  love  for  souls,  that  he  not  only 
desired  that  all  should  be  saved,  but  that  he  would 
be  contented  to  be  placed  at  the  entrance  of  hell 
to  stop  up  the  way,  not  caring  how  his  senses 
would  suffer,  provided  he  could  prevent  any  one 
falling  into  the  fearful  abyss.  In  accordance  with 
this  expression  of  his  desire,  he  would  say  when 
he  was  going  to  give  a  mission :  "  I  go  to  make 
war  against  the  powers  of  hell." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

ON  THE  PRUDENCE  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD, 

Believing,  as  we  do,  prudence  to  be  a  cardinal 
virtue,  which  suggests  all  the  means  requisite  to 
enable  us  to  attain  christian  perfection  in  our 
work,  we  shall  thus  speak  of  it  in  this  chapter. 
With  this  great  virtue,  which  is  the  soul  and  rule 
of  all  the  other  virtues,  Blessed  Leonard  was  so 
enriched,  that  it  ruled  and  regulated  every  action 
of  his  life,  and  enabled  him  to  lead  so  many 
to  the  blessings  of  eternal  happiness.  In  all  that 
concerned  himself,  he  acted  with  so  much  cir- 
cumspection and  prudence,  that  he  never  placed 
any  impediment  in  the  way  of  grace,  and  by 
means  of  prudence  all  his  works  were  perfect, 
pleasing  to  God,  and  most  profitable  to  the  souls 
under  his  care.  He  was  so  afraid  of  doing  things 
rashly,  that  he  never  undertook  anything  without 
advice,  invoking  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  depending 
in  all  things  on  his  superior  and  spiritual  father. 
We  have  seen  when  he  was  called  by  God  to 
the  religious  life,  what  pains  he  took,  and  how 
anxious  he  was  to  be  certain  of  his  vocation  ;  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  one  confes- 
sor, but  he  would  have  four,  knowing  that  in  a 
"multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wisdom." 
Such  a  way  of  proceeding  when  he  was  in  the 
world,  joined  to  an  exemplary  and  virtuous  life, 
as  if  he  had  embraced  one  of  the  most  rigid 
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orders  in  the  church,  clearly  proved,  even  when  a 
secular,  and  young,  how  adorned  he  was  with  the 
christian  virtue,  prudence.  After  he  entered  the 
religious  life,  he  never  allowed  that  light  to  be 
extinguished  which  God  had  granted  him,  but 
was  ever  occupied  about  the  sanctification  of  his 
soul,  and  gaining  heaven.  Great  prudence  was 
that  which  induced  him  to  appoint  all  that  he  was 
to  do  during  each  day,  during  each  week,  each 
month,  each  year,  and  at  all  times,  and  to  make 
at  the  end  of  each  day  a  strict  examination,  to 
correct  every  failing  he  discovered  in  the  fulfilment 
of  his  duties.  From  all  this  we  may  believe  that 
in  his  wisdom  and  prudence  he  fixed  his  gaze 
constantly  on  the  end  for  which  he  was  created, 
that  of  knowing,  loving,  and  serving  God  in  the 
present  life,  to  pass  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  better, 
in  which  consists  the  true  prudence  of  the  saints. 
He  measured  all  his  steps,  weighed  each  word, 
watched  all  his  actions,  and  regulated  them  in 
such  a  manner,  and  with  such  prudence,  as  was 
pleasing  to  God  and  profitable  to  himself. 

But  if  he  was  thus  prudent  in  regulating  his 
own  conduct,  he  was  no  less  so  in  directing  that 
of  others  who  had  recourse  to  him.  Valuable 
indeed  were  the  instructions  he  gave  to  each  of 
them  to  encourage  them  in  virtue,  and  cause 
them  day  by  day  to  advance  in  it,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  relate  the  many  instances  of  his 
leading  the  most  hardened  sinners  to  God.  Many 
were  the  persons,  even  of  the  highest  rank  in 
various  places,  who,  owing  to  his  advice  and  pru- 
dence in  directing  them,  walked  generously  in  the 
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way  of  virtue,  and  some  of  them  died  in  the 
odour  of  sanctity.  He  used  to  say  amongst  other 
things  for  the  instruction  and  regularity  of  those 
who  desired  to  attain  perfection,  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  raise  a  high  standard,  and 
that  those  who  were  content  with  mediocity  in 
virtue,  without  aspiring  to  great  things,  are  not 
guided  by  the  Spirit,  and  are  liable  to  be  easily 
led  away  by  their  passions,  and  to  fall  miserably. 
In  the  direction  of  virtuous  persons,  he  instructed 
them  in  the  way  of  attaining  perfection  by  the 
same  means  as  he  adopted  himself,  pointing  out 
to  them  with  great  prudence  the  most  certain 
way  of  gaining  eternal  happiness.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  he  was  conversing  with  a  religious  on 
the  subject  of  internal  peace,  and  how  he  was  to 
attain  it,  he  was  requested  to  give  in  writing  all 
the  rules  he  had  prescribed,  with  which  he  readily 
complied,  and  wrote  in  the  following  manner: 
"Pour  foundations  are  essentially  necessary  to 
attain  peace  of  mind  and  heart,  without  which 
we  cannot  profit  ourselves  or  assist  others.  The 
first  is  to  be  dead  to  the  world,  to  creatures, 
and  to  oneself,  and  to  all  that  is  not  God, 
keeping  the  heart  free  from  earthly  things,  so 
that  all  that  does  not  pertain  to  God  shall  be  es- 
teemed as  less  than  a  grain  of  sand.  The  second 
is,  so  to  live  that  all  the  occurrences  of  the  day, 
important  or  trivial,  propitious  or  adverse,  may 
always  be  attributed  to  the  disposal  of  Divine 
Providence,  that  whatever  God  permits  must  be 
considered  the  best,  most  just  for  His  glory 
and  for  our  eternal  salvation.  The  third,  to 
.  16 
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love  suffering,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  rejoic- 
ing in  the  contradictions  and  contempt  of  men. 
The  paradise  of  heaven  is  full  of  joy,  the  paradise 
of  earth  is  full  of  suffering ;  let  us  look  to  Jesus, 
who  had  for  His  companions  sorrow,  contempt,  suf- 
fering, and  poverty.  The  fourth  is,  not  to  under- 
take many  affairs  upon  us,  even  in  doing  good,  and 
not  to  act  rashly  or  inconsiderately,  but  with  calm- 
ness and  discretion,  being  modest  in  every  action, 
word,  and  deportment.  For  myself  I  daily  make 
an  examination  of  conscience,  and  always  find,  that 
I  have  failed  in  something  ;  I  trust  that  your  reve- 
rence will  profit  more  than  I  do  by  observing  these 
rules."  By  these  extracts  from  letters,  we  may 
judge  in  some  measure  with  what  Christian  pru- 
dence he  led  his  penitents  in  the  way  of  heaven 
and  the  practice  of  every  virtue.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  so  many  persons,  in  every  grade 
of  society,  rich  and  poor,  men  and  women,  nobles 
and  peasants,  seculars  and  ecclesiastics,  religious 
of  many  orders,  well  qualified  to  teach  and  re- 
nowned for  their  theological  learning,  came  to 
seek  his  counsel  and  direction  in  regulating  their 
lives,  for  he  gave  them  instructions  according  to 
the  state  and  condition  of  each.  Thus  it  was  that 
all,  acknowledging  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  pro- 
claimed him  to  be  a  man  of  God,  gifted  with  ex- 
traordinary lights,  to  teach  an  easy,  short,  and 
sure  way  to  paradise.  During  the  short  time 
he  remained  in  Rome,  when  he  was  not  giving 
missions,  a  great  number  of  people  went  to  the 
monastery  of  S.  Buonaventura  to  confer  with  him 
on  the  most  important  of  all  affairs,  the  salvation 
of  their  souls. 
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It  was  astonishing  to  see  sometimes  twenty 
people  assemble  at  the  same  time,  consulting  him 
on  different  matters,  and  he  replying  in  a  few  words, 
as  if  he  had  studied  the  subject  for  some  time. 
These  brief  instructions  served  afterwards  for  a 
rule  of  life  to  each  to  walk  safely  and  surely  in 
the  way  of  heaven.  He  gave  to  each  the  most 
suitable  advice,  and  sent  them  away  contented 
and  satisfied.  Greater  still  were  the  number  of 
those  who  wrote  to  him  from  a  distance,  when  he 
was  in  his  convent,  and  also  when  he  was  giving 
missions.  By  almost  every  post  he  received 
letters  of  this  description,  to  all  of  whom  he 
replied,  clearing  up  their  doubts  and  difficulties, 
and  giving  advice  according  to  the  wants  of  those 
who  wrote,  with  so  much  wisdom  and  prudence, 
that  all  reverenced  him  as  the  servant  of  God 
sent  for  their  instruction  and  profit. 

Although  the  prudence  of  Blessed  Leonard  ex- 
celled in  directing  and  instructing  those  who  were 
walking  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  perfection, 
even  more  brightly  did  it  shine  when  he  was  em- 
ployed in  restoring  those  who  had  been  leading  a 
sinful  life.  When  he  had  succeeded  in  gaining 
these,  which  was  frequently  the  case,  he  treated 
them  with  kindness  and  affection,  as  prudence 
suggested,  and  he  knew  exactly  how  to  apply  to 
each  one  either  severe  correction  or  affectionate 
exhortation,  according  as  it  was  required  ;  conse- 
quently the  most  hardened  sinners  rose  from  his 
feet  humbled  and  filled  with  compunction.  He 
was  persuaded  that  with  penitents  it  was  better  to 
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use  gentleness  than  severity,  for  the  greater  their 
sin  the  more  they  are  to  be  pitied.  Bfesides  being 
governed  himself  by  this  maxim,  he  persuaded 
other  confessors  to  act  in  the  same  way,  adding 
even  more,  that  when  in  their  office  they  feel 
obliged  to  refuse  or  defer  absolution  to  any  one, 
they  must  do  it  with  so  much  prudence,  and  speak 
to  them  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  penitent  shall 
feel  assured  that  it  is  for  his  spiritual  good  alone. 
On  this  point  he  has  left  the  following  advice  in 
writing :  "  Those  confessors  are  greatly  to  blame, 
who  with  rough  manners  and  harsh  words  exas- 
perate poor  penitents.  They  ought  to  receive 
them  with  affection,  composure,  and  meekness, 
making  them  understand  that  they  are  desirous 
for  nothing  but  their  spiritual  good,  and  enlight- 
ening their  minds  in  such  a  manner,  that  they 
see  the  necessity  of,  and  willingly  consent  to  what 
is  imposed  upon  them."  That  he  observed  these 
rules  himself  is  certain,  since  amongst  the  many 
sinners  who  came  to  make  their  confessions  to 
him,  not  one  was  ever  known  to  leave  him  dis- 
satisfied or  discontented.  After  having  patiently 
listened  to,  and  assisted  them  in  making  known 
to  him  all  their  sins,  and  encouraged  them  not  to 
be  overcome  by  shame,  he  spoke  to  them  in  a  way 
so  proper,  so  gentle  and  efficacious,  that  they  in- 
stantly put  in  practice  all  that  he  suggested  to 
them  as  necessary.  Those  who  returned  to  re- 
ceive absolution  were  seen  to  weep  bitterly,  and 
more  than  one,  after  having  made  his  confession, 
was  heard  to  thank  God,  and  joyfully  exclaim,  u  Fa- 
ther Leonard  has  saved  me  from  hell  I "    If  it  were 
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not  too  long,  I  might  here  mention  the  numerous 
conversions  he  made  in  every  place  in  which  he 
lived  or  preached,  since  they  were  not  less  the 
effects  of  his  prudence  than  his  zeal.  One  of  the 
most  arduous  duties,  and  one  which  requires  the 
greatest  prudence,  is  that  of  giving  missions. 
Ifc  is  an  office  so  difficult,  that  if  it  be  not 
regulated  by  prudent  conduct,  it  may  become  the 
means,  not  only  of  not  gaining  the  souls  of  others, 
but  also  of  losing  our  own.  The  going  from  one 
place  to  another  to  preach  to  people  of  differ- 
ent dispositions  and  manners,  the  duty  of  ex- 
tirpating vice  and  effecting  a  perfect  reforma- 
tion, the  open  war  against  hell,  is  an  undertak- 
Jng  so  hard  and  laborious,  that  to  succeed  yi  it 
requires  the  greatest  prudence.  Now,  since  our 
holy  father  having  been  employed  in  it  for  the 
space  of  forty-four  years  in  different  countries, 
succeeded  without  there  having  occurred  the  least 
difficulty  or  disturbance,  every  one  must  agree 
in  saying  that  he  regulated  all  with  the  greatest 
prudence,  although,  wherever  de  went,  he  found 
many  thorns  and  many  tares  to  uproot,  and  often 
the  devil  put  forth  every  effort  to  prevent  the 
mission,  or  when  it  was  begun,  never  failed  to 
disturb  or  interrupt  it ;  he  was  never  cast  down, 
but  used  every  effort  to  extirpate  vice,  and  in  the 
end  gained  the  hearts  of  all ;  and  when  the  mis- 
sion was  finished,  those  who  had  opposed  him 
saw  him  depart  with  deep  regret,  weeping  bit- 
terly, and  would  gladly  have  kept  him  longer 
amongst  them. 
When  the  inhabitants  of  any  place  were  found 
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leading  corrupt  lives,  immediately  Blessed  Leo- 
nard was  sent  to  give  a  mission  ;  and  when  it  was 
thought  almost  impossible  for  him  to  succeed  in 
reforming  them,  he  soon  made  himself  master  of 
all  who  came,  often  even  on  his  first  appearance  on 
the  platform.  His  words  came  with  such  force, 
that  he  succeeded  in  penetrating  the  hearts  of 
the  most  hardened.  He  was  so  prudent,  that  in 
holding  up  to  odium  any  particular  vice,  he  never 
offended  those  who  were  addicted  to  it,  from 
whence  it  ensued,  that  amending  their  lives,  and 
detesting  sin,  they  conceived  a  great  esteem  and 
affection  for  the  holy  minister  of  God,  who  had  in 
so  excellent  a  way  opened  their  wounds,  and 
exacted  the  poisonous  matter  without  increasing 
the  pain. 

Perhaps  his  great  prudence  was  more  exercised 
in  Corsica  than  in  any  other  place  ;  he  was  sent 
there,  as  we  have  related,  to  give  missions.  The 
island  was  rent  with  revolutions,  tumults,  envy, 
and  hatred,  and  divided  into  two  contending  par- 
ties, the  more  powerful  of  which,  treating  with 
contempt  the  Genoese  government,  were  continu- 
ally committing  murders.  In  fact,  the  island  had 
become  like  a  forest  of  wild  beasts.  Amongst 
these  people  was  Blessed  Leonard  sent  in  1744, 
to  preach  penance  and  induce  thern  to  lay  aside 
their  hatred,  and  be  reconciled  to  their  God, 
Whoever  reflects  on  all  he  did  there,  may  con- 
ceive what  his  prudence  must  have  been.  A 
Genoese  himself,  and  sent  by  the  Genoese  govern- 
ment, he  was  obliged  to  act  with  great  caution,  to 
weigh  every  word,  and  regulate  every  movement 
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and  action,  in  order  not  to  irritate  these  people, 
already  so  excited  ;  yet  with  such  earnestness  and 
prudence  did  this  holy  man  of  God  comport  him- 
self under  circumstances  so  critical  and  dangerous, 
that  although  they  heard  him  reprove  their  ex- 
cesses, they  soon  learned  to  love  and  revere  him, 
listened  to  him  with  attention,  and  dared  not 
refuse  the  penances  he  thought  proper  to  impose 
on  them.  In  every  place  where  he  preached,  he 
succeeded  in  reforming  the  customs  and  putting 
an  end  to  the  disorders,  and  would  have  restored 
peace  to  the  island  had  he  not  been  called  away 
suddenly.  As  we  have  seen  how  Blessed  Leonard 
ruled  all  his  actions  by  prudence,  so  that  it 
shone  in  all,  even  the  most  arduous  and  difficult, 
we  may  surely  say  that  he  possessed  this  so  use- 
ful and  necessary  virtue  in  a  high  and  heroic  de- 
gree. 


CHAPTER  X? 

HOW  CAREFULLY  BLES3ED  LEONARD  OBSERVED  THE 
VIRTUE  OF  JUSTICE. 

Although  under  the  name  of  justice  is  com- 
prehended every  virtue,  and  those  who  possess  it 
are  called  just,  as  we  find  in  the  Scriptures  this 
name  given  to  Noe,  Job,  S.  Joseph,  spouse  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  and  others,  still  we  shall  speak  of 
it  here  as  a  single  virtue,  which  teaches  us  to 
render  to  all  their  rights.  As  man  is  debtor  to 
himself,  to  his  God,  and  his  neighbour,  we  shall 
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see  in  this  chapter  how  just  Blessed  Leonard  was 
to  himself,  always  endeavouring,  when  a  secular  as 
well  as  when  a  religious,  to  promote  his  own 
spiritual  good,  and  the  attainment  of  the  end  for 
which  he  was  created,  in  the  practice  of  every  vir- 
tue, as  we  have  seen.  He  most  jealously  kept  his 
own  soul  free  from  all  sin,  as  all  who  knew  and 
conversed  with  him  constantly  affirmed  that  he 
had  kept  his  baptismal  robe  spotless,  for  well  he 
knew  that  the  least  sin  would  make  him  unhappy, 
both  in  this  world  and  the  next.  He  used  to  say 
that  he  valued  purity  of  conscience  more  than  all 
the  treasures  i)f  the  earth,  and  held  in  abhorrence 
even  venial  sin  ;  for  although  it  does  not  deprive 
the  soul  of  the  grace  of  God,  it  is  the  means  of 
chilling  the  fervour  of  devotion  and  charity, 
and  endangers  the  falling  into  mortal  sin,  than 
which  there  could  not  be  a  greater  misfortune. 
He  was  persuaded  that  one  deliberate  venial  sin 
does  more  evil,  and  carries  with  it  more  weight, 
than  all  the  profit  that  was  ever  gained  in  missions ; 
it  was  his  maxim,  and  he  endeavoured  to  instil  it 
into  the  minds  of  others,  that  no  sin  in  the  sight  of 
God  is  trifling  or  small  when  we  view  it  as  an  of- 
fence against  our  Creator.  In  writing  to  a  nun  to 
induce  her  to  guard  against  all  sin,  he  thus  ex- 
pressed himself :  "  Is  it  not  sufficient  that  venial 
sin  is  offensive  to  God  to  prevent  you  falling  into 
it  ?"  And  to  this  reason  he  added  another  ;  "It 
prevents  the  advancing  in  christian  perfection ; 
all  who  ardently  desire  this  and  to  possess  every 
virtue,  must  abhor  and  detest  all  sin."  Regulating 
his  life  on  these  principles,  and  continually  thirst- 
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ing  after  justice,  he  formed  a  perfect  method  of 
practising  every  virtue  proper  to  his  state  of  life  ; 
and  his  ardent  desire  to  be  just,  and  in  the  posses- 
sion of  every  virtue,  may  be  clearly  gathered  from  a 
memorandum  written  by  him,  and  found  after  his 
death,  which  is  as  follows :  "  Having  performed 
the  spiritual  exercises  in  this  convent  of  S.  Angelo 
di  Montorio,  in  the  year  1732,  during  the  month 
of  July,  and  until  the  tenth  of  August,  and  hav- 
ing reconsidered  my  '  Resolutions,'  I  have  renewed 
them,  determined  to  practise  them  to  the  letter ; 
and  since  perfection  consists  in  loving  God  and 
our  neighbour,  in  the  observance  of  Ihese  two  pre- 
cepts I  am  resolved,  without  however,  making  a 
vow,  in  consideration  of  my  weakness,  always  to. 
do  that  which  is  most  perfect,  in  conformity  with 
the  advice  of  my  confessor,  and  to  live  a  life  of 
angelic  purity  inwardly  and  outwardly,  with  the 
desire  to  exercise  every  virtue  in  the  most  heroic 
manner,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  with  the  help  of  God  i 
and  I  am  determined  not  to  let  any  occasion  pass 
of  mortifying  myself,  to  be  dead  to  myself  and  to 
the  world,  for  I  love  God,  and  am  willing  to  give 
my  life  for  Him.  In  the  observance  of  the  second 
precept,  although  I  do  not  make  a  vow,  still  I 
propose  to  spend  night  and  day  in  the  earnest 
desire  of  converting  the  whole  world,  of  obtaining, 
as  far  as  I  am  able,  that  all  souls  shall  be  brought 
into  the  right  way,  and  I  will  never  spare  myself 
when  the  conversion  of  a  soul  is  in  question.  I 
will  employ  myself  in  ministering  to  the  tem- 
poral wants  of  my  neighbours  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed in  my  'Resolutions,'  and  according  to  my 
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state  and  ability.  In  short,  I  propose  never  to 
rest  from  seeking  God,  loving  Him,  and  trying  to 
be  in  closer  nnion  with  Him.  For  this  purpose  I 
will,  during  the  day,  often  renew  my  resolution, 
turning  sweetly  to  God,  to  ascertain  His  pleasure, 
His  desire,  and  the  fulfilment  of  His  most  holy 
will  in  all  things,  whether  small  or  great.  When  at 
my  particular  examination  of  conscience  at  noon- 
day, and  my  general  examination  in  the  evening, 
I  shall  find  that  I  have  failed  in  any  of  the  resolu- 
tions, I  will  give  myself  some  penance,  especially 
if  I  have  been  tardy  in  making  the  renewal  of 
spirit,  and  communion  with  God,  which  can  be 
done  in  the  midst  of  distractions  and  noise ;  and 
still  more  if  I  have  failed  in  charity,  whether  posi- 
tively in  speaking,  or  doing  anything,  however 
slight,  to  offend  my  neighbour,  or  negatively,  by 
drawing  back  from  assisting  him,  especially  in  his 
spiritual  necessities.  For  any  failing  in  these 
things  I  will  inflict  upon  myself  a  penance,  either  a 
Miserere,  an  act  of  contrition,  or  prostration  on  the 
ground  in  the  form  of  a  cross."  From  these  senti- 
ments, nourished  in  a  heart  desirous  of  reaching 
the  highest  degree  of  perfection,  in  the  attainment 
of  which  he  lost  no  time  and  spared  himself  no  fa- 
tigue, one  may  see  clearly  how  just  he  was  to  him- 
self, procuring  for  his  soul  so  much  merit  in  the 
practice  of  virtue,  and  that  glory  which  God  has 
promised  in  heaven  to  those  who  do  His  will  on 
earth.  He  knew  that  he  had  received  a  soul  from 
God,  and  that  He  had  appointed  him  to  labour  in 
His  vineyard,  and  in  the  end  to  attain  eternal  sal- 
vation ;  therefore  he  justly  esteemed  it  his  duty  to 
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give  all  his  thoughts  to  this  end,  doing  that  which 
he  believed  to  be  for  the  best,  to  attain  merit 
here  on  earth,  and  the  greatest  possible  amount 
of  glory  for  his  soul  iu  heaven.  Having  always 
in  view  this  obligation,  he  hastened  to  save  his 
soul,  never  losing  sight  of  it,  and  using  everj 
effort  to  gain  that  great  end.  When  he  was  or- 
dered to  preach,  he  never  left  off  his  accustomed 
austerities  and  penances,  or  any  of  his  exercises 
of  virtue  and  piety,  but  generally  added  to  them, 
saying  with  the  holy  Apostle  S.  Paul ;  "  Lest 
when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myself  should 
be  a  castaway." 

Those  who  were  the  companions  for  many  years 
of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  eye-witnesses  of  all  his 
actions,  have  since  declared,  that  they  always  ad- 
mired in  him  the  possession  of  so  many  virtues, 
and  one  of  them,  in  speaking  of  himself,  said, 
that  if  he  felt  tepidity  in  devotion,  he  had  only  to 
consider  the  tenour  of  the  life  of  our  holy  Father, 
to  excite  him  to  renewed  fervour.  A  priest,  who 
had  for  a  long  time  lived  in  the  same  convent  in 
Florence  with  Blessed  Leonard,  in  his  juridical 
attestation,  after  having  spoken  of  his  many  vir- 
tues, thus  concluded  :  "  In  fact,  during  the  many 
years  I  conversed  daily  with  that  blessed  Father, 
I  never  detected  one  fault  in  him,  and  in  truth  it 
may  be  said  of  him,  '  Videtur  in  homine  isto 
Adam  non  peccasse,'  but  he  was  full  of  zeal  and 
charity,  humility,  obedience,  and  patience.  All 
this  I  declare  on  oath,  and  I  cannot  in  conscience 
say  anything  to  the  contrary,  but  I  believe  and  as- 
sert, that  if  he  be  not  a  saint  of  our  times,  I  know 
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not  who  can  be.  I  have  since  his  death  felt  myself 
strongly  animated  to  virtue,  and  I  have  so  firm  a 
faith  in  his  holiness,  that  I  feel  sure  that  whatever 
I  ask  from  God,  through  his  intercession,  will  be 
granted  me,  and  I  never  speak  of  him  that  I  do 
not  feel  compunction  and  extraordinary  fervour, 
and  regarding  him  as  a  saint,  exclaim,  «  God  is 
wonderful  in  His  saints !' "  In  the  same  manner, 
others  who  had  conversed  familiarly  with  him, 
agreed  in  representing  him  as  one  who  had  hun- 
gered and  thirsted  after  justice,  unwearied  in  the 
practice  of  every  virtue,  and  the  fulfilment  of 
that  duty  which  tends  to  perfection  and  sanctity ; 
and  one  who  was  his  confessor,  thus  said  of  him : 
"  From  the  reflections  I  have  made  in  observing 
his  interior,  and  every  action  of  his  life,  having 
been  his  confessor  for  some  years,  and  the  director 
of  his  conscience,  I  never  saw  anything  in  him 
but  the  most  perfect  harmony  in  every  virtue. 
In  short,  our  holy  father  was  just  to  himself,  con- 
stantly intent  on  sanctifying  his  soul  and  adorn- 
ing  it  with  the  virtue  of  justice,  which  comprises 
every  other  virtue."  And  here  it  must  be  consi- 
dered, that  living  as  Blessed  Leonard  did  in  a  re- 
ligious community,  in  which  nothing  was  thought 
of  but  the  attainment  of  perfection,  and  where 
every  action  was  observed,  if  he#  made  himself 
worthy  of  so  much  love  and  admiration  amongst 
his  brethren,  one  may  imagine  how  wonderfully 
perfect  his  life  must  have  been,  and  the  fervour 
with  which  he  advanced  in  the  way  to  heaven.  He 
knew  that  the  profession  of  a  religious  imposed  on 
him  the  obligation  of  seeking  after  perfection,  that 
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such  was  essential  to  his  state,  to  neglect  it,  or 
not  to  be  diligent  in  the  endeavour,  was  the  same 
as  if  he  ceased  to  be  a  monk,  therefore,  he  daily 
increased  in  virtue,  and  in  the  end  attained  that 
for  which  he  so  ardently  longed.  He  kept  this 
obligation  ever  in  view,  and  we  may  easily  believe, 
that  since  he  was  just  towards  himself,  he  endea- 
voured to  fulfil  it.  The  conviction  also  that  a 
greater  degree  of  perfection  is  required  from 
religious  than  seculars,  for  they  are  commanded 
to  be  so  iu  the  gospel:  "Be  ye  perfect  as 
your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect,"  constantly 
stimulated  him  to  perform  great  things,  and 
always  increase  the  store  of  merits  for  his  soul, 
deeming  this  an  act  of  justice  owing  to  it.  For 
the  same  motive  he  practised  every  virtue,  as 
we  have  already  related,  in  so  heroic  a  manner, 
that  he  never  spared  himself  the  greatest  toil 
and  fatigue  in  being  just  to  himself,  and  in 
acquiring  much  merit  in  this  life,  and  glory  in 
the  life  to  come. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

HOW  BLESSED  LEONARD  EXCELLED  IN  THE 
VIRTUE  OF  RELIGION. 

1st  speaking  of  what  is  justly  due  to  God,  we 
allude  to  the  adoration  and  honour  paid  to. 
Him  by  external  acts  of  veneration  and  rever- 
ence, in  which  religion  consists,  and  we  shall  sea 
with  what  fervour  and  exactness  Blessed  Leonard 
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paid  to  Almighty  God  the  first  tribute  of  rever- 
ence and  adoration  in  the  most  perfect  manner 
possible,  especially  when  he  celebrated  Mass,  in 
the  Divine  Office,  and  in  prayer.  We  have  seen 
how  great  was  his  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Sa- 
crament of  the  altar,  and  with  what  disposi- 
tions he  every  day  celebrated  mass,  and  with 
what  devotion  he  heard  it  when  he  did  not  cele- 
brate, and  how  he  never  lost  an  occasion  of  cele- 
brating, or  never  allowed  sickness,  fatigue,  or  suf- 
fering, during  his  long  journeys,  or  any  of  his  mul- 
tifarious and  serious  inconveniences,  to  prevent 
his  offering  the  Holy  Sacrifice.  On  one  occasion, 
in  1742,  after  having  made  a  journey  of  twenty 
miles  on  foot,  on  arriving  at  the  convent  of 
S.  Buonaventura  in  Rome,  although  he  could 
scarcely  stand  from  fatigue,  without  resting  a 
moment  he  went  to  the  sacristy,  and  celebrated 
mass  with  as  much  devotion  as  he  could  have 
done  were  he  not  suffering  from  weariness. 
Another  time,  he  set  off  on  a  journey  in  Au- 
gust ;  after  having  given  a  mission  in  Chiancia- 
no,  in  the  diocese  of  Chiusi,  he  and  his  compa- 
nions lost  their  way,  and  made  a  long  tour  exposed 
to  the.  burning  rays  of  the  sun,  and  he  felt  him- 
self quite  overcome  and  faint  from  the  excessive 
heat.  After  wandering  for  some  hours  they  found 
the  road,  but  were  so  exhausted  and  tormented 
with  thirst,  that  having  found  a  ditch,  in  which 
was  some  water,  his  companions  began  to  drink  it 
eagerly,  and  pressed  him  to  do  the  same,  for  in  con- 
sequence of  extreme  exhaustion,  he  was  scarcely 
able  to  speak.  He,  however,  as  if  insensible  to 
such  suffering,  replied:    "  No,  my  brothers,  for  a 
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little  water  I  will  not  be  deprived  of  the  consolation 
of  saying  mass."  In  fact,  on  arriving  at  Monte  Pul- 
ciano,  he  went  directly  to  the  altar,  although  his 
throat  was  so  dry  he  could  scarcely  be  heard,  and 
it  was  with  difficulty  he  swallowed  the  sacred  Host, 
he  said  to  his  companions  when  they  expressed 
their  astonishment :  "  The  pain  has  now  passed, 
and  I  have  celebrated  the  holy  sacrifice there- 
by proving  that  nothing  is  impossible  to  those 
who  really  love  God.  And  to  others  in  a  similar 
manner  who  were  astonished  in  seeing  him  cele- 
brate mass  when  he  was  half  dead  with  suffering 
and  weakness,  he  replied:  "Do  you  not  know 
what  mass  is,  and  how  pleasing  the  offering  is  to 
God,  and  how  acceptable  is  the  worship  with  which 
we  honour  Him  in  celebrating  one  mass  ?  In  the 
other  mysteries  of  our  faith,  we  renew  the  memory 
of  that  which  we  represent.  On  the  feast  of  the 
Nativity  the  Birth  of  our  Lord  is  represented,  but 
it  is  not  true  that  our  Lord  is  born  again  on  that 
day.  On  the  feast  of  the  Ascension  and  Pentecost, 
we  represent  the  ascending  of  our  Lord  into  hea- 
ven, and  the  coming  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  earth, 
but  we  do  not  believe  that  our  Lord  ascends 
again  into  heaven,  or  that  the  Holy  Spirit  visibly 
descends  again  on  earth.  We  cannot,  however, 
say  the  same  of  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  since  in  this 
we  do  not  make  a  simple  representation,  but  we 
offer  the  same  sacrifice,  in  an  unbloody  way, 
which  was  consummated  on  the  cross  in  the  shed- 
ding of  blood.  That  same  Body,  that  same  Blood, 
that  same  Jesus  who  offered  Himself  on  Calvary, 
we  offer  daily  in  the  holy  mass,  and  shall  I  allow 
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a  little  fatigue  to  prevent  me  celebrating  it  ?  The 
sacrifice  which  we  have  in  our  holy  religion,  the 
mass,  is  a  most  holy,  perfect,  and  complete  sacrifice, 
with  which  all  the  faithful  give  honour  to  God, 
declaring  at  the  same  time  their  own  unworthi- 
ness,  and  the  supreme  dominion  which  He  has 
over  us,  and  it  is  called  for  that  reason  the  sacri- 
fice of  justice  ;  and  shall  I  for  any  trivial  motive 
abstain  from  offering  to  God  such  a  sacrifice  V9 
Thus  we  find  it  written  in  an  exhortation  made 
by  him  to  certain  persons,  to  excite  in  them  a 
fervent  devotion  to  the  mass  :  "  In  the  holy  mass 
God  is  honoured  as  He  deserves  with  a  fitting 
adoration,  because  our  God  and  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
coming  down  from  heaven  in  reality  on  our  al- 
tars, with  inexplicable  submission  adores  the  Holy 
Trinity ;  therefore,  let  us,  who  are  united  together 
with  Him  in  offering  this  great  sacrifice,  give  to 
Him  infinite  adoration  and  reverence ;  the  soul 
which  assists  with  devotion  at  the  Holy  Sacrifice, 
gives  more  glory  to  God  in  this  than  the  saints 
and  angels  in  heaven,  because  as  they  are  simple 
creatures,  their  devotion  and  reverence  is  bounded, 
whereas  in  the  mass,  Jesus  Christ  humbles  Him- 
self, and  this  humiliation  is  meritorious,  and  of 
great  price,  therefore  the  adoration  which  we 
through  Him  give  to  God  in  tho  holy  mass  is 
infinite.,,  Being  persuaded  of  this,  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, however  tired  or  weak  he  might  feel,  offered 
every  day  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the-  mass  with  so 
much  devotion  and  joyousness  of  heart,  that  after 
he  had  celebrated,  he  was  frequently  heard  to 
exclaim:  "Oh!  my  most  loving  God,  why  have 
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I  not  an  infinite  number  of  tongues  to  render 
infinite  thanks  for  the  treasure  so  great  which 
Thou  hast  given  us  in  the  holy  mass."  Much 
as  he  loved  to  give  to  God  the  glory  and  hon- 
our due  in  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Sacri- 
fice, he  showed  it  no  less  in  reciting  day  and  night 
the  Divine  Office,  in  which  he  offered  to  God  with 
his  lips  the  sacrifice  of  prayer  and  praise.  When 
he  was  in  the  convent,  he  was  so  ready  to  go  at 
all  hours  into  the  choir,  that  at  the  first  sound  of 
the  bell,  he  left  whatever  he  was  employed  in,  to 
go  and  praise  God,  and  considering  the  choir  a 
paradise  on  earth,  he  often  declared  that  reciting 
the  office  was  one  of  his  greatest  consolations. 
As  soon  as  he  entered  the  choir,  he  prostrated 
himself  and  made  an  act  of  adoration  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament,  and  with  other  acts  of  virtue, 
he  prepared  to  offer  to  God  that  devotion  of 
prayer  and  praise  with  the  greatest  fervour. 
He  declared  himself  unworthy  to  stand  in  the 
Divine  presence  to  praise  Him  with  the  commu- 
nity, and  therefore  begged  his  Angel  Guardian 
and  Patron  Saints  to  supply  his  unworthiness, 
by  praising,  adoring,  and  blessing  the  Lord  for 
him.  He  then  entreated  the  Blessed  Virgin  to 
vouchsafe  to  offer  for  him  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  the  most  Holy  Trinity,  and  with  the 
deepest  humility  entreated  the  Redeemer  to  offer 
the  same  to  the  Eternal  Father.  He  then  raised 
himself  up,  and  with  an  act  of  great  confidence  in 
God,  protested  that  he  wished  to  join  his  voice 
to  those  present,  and  his  praises  to  those  of  the 
angels  and  saints  in  heaven. 
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He  did  not  satisfy  himself  with  vocal  prayers, 
but  raised  his  heart  to  God,  and  fixed  his  thoughts 
on  heaven,  so  that  he  seemed  in  an  ecstasy,  or 
out  of  his  senses,  and  the  better  to  fix  his  atten- 
tion, he  took  a  point  for  meditation  during  each 
psalm.    He  was  also  most  ingenious  in  moving 
his  fingers,  thus  intending  to  make  certain  acts 
of  virtue,  according  to  a  plan  formed  beforehand. 
Although  in  his  order  the  office  is  said  slowly  and 
although  they  always  recite  the  psalms  standing,  so 
that  the  Matins,  with  the  meditation,  often  lasted 
hours       and  a  half  or  three  hours,  he  was  never 
known  to  lean  against  anything,  or  show  any  signs 
of  weariness ;  not  even  when  he  was  advanced  in 
years,  and  exhausted  with  toil  and  fatigue.   If  it 
happened  that  he  was  obliged  to  recite  the  office 
out  of  the  choir,  he  knelt  on  the  ground,  and  went 
through  it  with  the  same  devotion,  making  the 
same  acts  and  the  same  meditations  as  in  the  choir. 
During  the  time  of  missions,  he  said  the  office 
with  his  companions  in  a  low  voice,  but  with  the 
same  devotion  as  in  the  convent,  and  was  so 
exact  in  paying  to  God  this  tribute  of  praise  that 
even  to  the  last  day  of  his  life,  when  he  was 
travelling,  or  even  seriously  ill,  he  always  managed 
to  recite  the  whole  of  the  Divine  Office.  When  he 
had  not  time  to  say  it  with  all  the  pauses  and 
meditations  which  he  prescribed  in  his  fifth 
"  Resolution,"  he  made  these  acts  implicitly,  say- 
ing: "I  believe,  I  hope,  I  love,  I  am  sorry,  I  re- 
turn thanks,"  intending  in  this  way  implicitly 
to  make  acts  of  faith,  hope,  charity,  contrition, 
and  thanksgiving.  Having  described  the  attention 
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and  reverence  of  Blessed  Leonard  in  celebrating 
mass,  and  reciting  the  divine  office,  it  now  re- 
mains to  see  with  what  fervour  and  assiduity  he 
gave  himself  to  private  prayer,  to  offer  to  God  the 
glory  and  honour  due  to  Him,  and  practise  the 
most  noble  virtue  of  religion.  He  always  spoke  of 
prayer  as  the  daily  and  continued  food  of  his  soul, 
for,  in  fact,  in  all  his  works  his  mind  was  ever 
fixed  on  God,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  dis- 
tracting occupations,  he  remained  in  communion 
with  Him.  Sometimes  he  said  in  his  heart, 
"  Jesus,  J$f  mercy,"  intending  by  that  ejaculation 
to  ask  of  God  the  grace  to  live  religiously,  and  to 
do  in  all  things  His  most  holy  will.  Sometimes  he 
would  raise  one  finger,  indicating  by  that  that  he 
desired  to  make  some  particular  act  of  virtue,  and 
in  many  ingenious  ways  he  thus  excited  his  fer- 
vour, and  in  the  desire  of  being  united  to  God,  he 
made  use  of  every  means  to  pay  Him  adoration, 
praise,  and  thanksgiving.  When  he  retired  for 
mental  prayer,  and  to  be  alone  with  his  God, 
which  he  did  several  times  during  the  day  and 
night,  it  is  impossible  to  say  with  what  sentiments 
of  piety  and  devotion  he  performed  it.  He  con- 
sidered this  manner  of  praying  of  such  high 
importance,  that  he  used  to  say  that  all  the 
troubles  and  disturbances  of  our  times  arose  from 
the  neglect  of  mental  prayer,  and  he  has  thus  left 
it  written  for  our  instruction :  "  If  for  only  one 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  day  we  thought  seri- 
ously %.of  eternity,  and  the  blessings  of  God,  the 
obligations  of  our  state  of  life,  the  dangers  of  the 
world,  and  still  more  of  the  bitter  Passion  of  our 
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Redeemer,  we  should  not  see  So  much  scandal,  so 
much  vanity,  so  much  luxury,  so  much  evil  feeling, 
and  so  much  profligacy  amongst  men."  For  this 
reason  he  delighted  to  retire  to  his  cell,  if  charity 
or  obedience  did  not  oblige  him  to  go  out ;  where 
he  conversed  with  God,  meditating  on  His  great- 
ness, and  adoring  and  returning  thanks  to  Him 
by  various  acts  of  virtue.  He  usually  began  his 
prayer  by  meditating  on  some  point  in  the  life  of 
our  Blessed  Lord,  especially  the  crucifixion,  which 
he  dwelt  on  inwardly,  and  breathed  forth  the 
tender  affections  of  his  heart.  Having  formed 
within  himself  a  mental  solitude,  in  which  all 
things  of  earth  were  forgotten,  he  sought  nothing 
but  God,  holding  communion  in  prayer  with  Him 
alone.  He  called  this  solitude  his  little  earthly 
paradise,  and  all  the  time  he  had  to  spare  from 
his  many  occupations,  he  employed  in  it,  retiring 
to  pray  and  commune  with  his  heart.  Indeed, 
meditation  had  become  so  familiar  to  him,  that 
whether  he  was  studying,  or  whatever  his  occupa- 
tion might  be  externally,  he  never  left  this  mental 
solitude ;  in  this  school  he  acquired  more  know- 
ledge of  himself,  and  felt  an  increased  desire  in 
his  heart  to  please,  honour,  and  praise  God,  and  to 
cause  Him  to  be  adored  and  praised  by  all,  as  his 
whole  life  bears  testimony.  He  learned  in  this 
school  to  understand,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  in  this 
mortal  life,  the  Divine  Mysteries,  and  to  feel  the 
deepest  devotion  and  reverence  for  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  and  the  saints  in  heaven.  In  this  manner  he 
gave  to  God  in  prayer  the  adoration  due  to  Him, 
and  became  ardently  zealous  in  adoring  Him  still 


Digitized  by  Google 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


261 


more,  and  using  every  effort  to  induce  others  to 
do  the  same,  and  he  drew  from  this  fresh  vigour  and 
light  to  venerate  deeply  everything  that  belonged 
to  God,  for  in  this  consists  the  virtue  of  religion. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

ON  THE  PERFECT  OBEDIENCE  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD,  AND 
HIS  JUSTICE  TOWARDS  HIS  NEIGHBOUR. 

The  virtue  of  justice  requires  that  we  should  give 
our  neighbour  his  due,  and  we  shall  see  how  Blessed 
Leonard  satisfied  his  obligation  in  this  respect: 
and  siuce  obedience  obliges  those  in  the  religious 
life  to  fulfil  the  will  and  wishes  of  their  supe- 
rior, as  the  minister  of  God,  in  whose  name 
he  commands,  we  will  see  first  how  he  fulfilled 
his  duty  in  being  obedient  to  his  superior, 
and  afterwards  speak  on  the  zeal  for  justice  he 
showed  towards  all,  desiring  that  each  should 
have  his  due.  Our  holy  father  was  so  jealous  of 
the  virtue  of  obedience,  and  so  loved  it,  that  he 
never  undertook  anything  without  having  first 
ascertained  the  pleasure  of  his  superior  and  sought 
his  advice  believing,  with  S.  Bernard,  that  "  obe- 
dience makes  the  monk."  On  this  he  depended, 
and  allowed  himself  to  be  guided  in  all  things, 
performing  with  readiness  all  that  was  required 
of  him,  just  as  if  he  was  a  novice  a  few  days  old. 
In  order  that  his  superiors  might  feel  more  at  lib- 
erty to  impose  on  him  whatever  they  pleased,  he 
placed  himself  at  their  feet,  and  with  humility 


Digitized  by  Google 


262 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


and  resignation,  declared  bis  resolution  to  obey 
them  willingly  in  all  things,  and  at  their  com- 
mand he  was  seen  to  leave  whatever  he  had  in 
hand,  obeying  them  as  if  the  order  came  di- 
rectly from  God.  It  was  astonishing  to  see 
with  what  solicitude  he  learned  the  inclination 
of  his  superiors  to  anticipate  and  obey  their 
wishes.  If  it  happened  that  he  was  sent  to 
visit  a  sick  person,  the  order  was  scarcely 
given,  than  he  was  seen  at  the  gate  of  the  con- 
vent, waiting  for  the  companion  appointed,  and 
he  went  wherever  he  was  conducted,  sometimes 
without  even  inquiring  the  name  of  the  place  or 
the  person,  but  allowed  himself  to  be  led  there 
like  a  child.  But  that  which  caused  the  greatest 
edification  was,  that  whenever  he  arrived  at  a 
strange  convent,  where  he  was  only  to  stay  a  few 
hours,  he  placed  himself  under  obedience  to  the 
superior.  When  it  was  known  that  he  was  ex- 
pected at  a  place  to  give  a  mission,  and  was  re- 
ceived in  a  monastery,  many  people  came  to  con- 
sult him  on  things  relating  to  their  souls ;  how- 
ever tired  he  might  be,  he  was  ready  to  comply 
at  once,  and  be  under  obedience  to  the  superior, 
ready  to  do  all  that  was  required  of  him.  Not 
less  anxious  was  he  for  obedience  when  he  was 
out  of  the  convent  employed  in  missions ;  he 
never  decided  any  point  himself,  but  always  re- 
ferred it  to  his  superiors,  writing  to  them  and 
doing  nothing  without  their  permission*  When  he 
received  an  answer,  he  performed  with  exactness 
whatever  he  was  desired  to  do,  making  it  clearly 
*  understood  that  he  had  no  other  will  but  that 
of  his  superiors. 
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Although  he  was  aware  of  the  good  effect  pro- 
duced by  his  preaching,  he  declared  that  if  he 
was  ordered  to  give  up  the  missions  entirely,  he 
would  obey  readily,  even  joyfully ;  and  he  used 
to  say  that  obedience  was  a  virtue  most  pleasing 
to  God,  and  without  it  every  good  work  lost  its 
merit,  and  was  defective.    Frequently  when  he 
was  employed  in  giving  a  mission  he  received  an 
order  not  to  proceed  to  the  places  adjoining,  in  the 
same  diocese,  but  to  turn  back  to  begin  one  in  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the  country,  and  after  that  to  return  to 
the  place  from  whence  he  came,  and  notwith- 
standing the  unfavourable  season  and  the  pain  and 
fatigue  he  endured  from  walking  barefoot,  he  set 
off  without  delay,  not  considering  for  a  moment 
the  inconvenience.    He  thus  wrote  to  a  religious 
on  the  occasion  of  one  of  these  sudden  journeys : 
"I  allow  myself  to  be  led  here  and  there  by 
Divine  Providence,  feeling  certain  that  in  obey- 
ing I  cannot  err."    To  another,  who  wrote 
compassionating  him  in  being  sent  about  so  in- 
conveniently, he  wrote  in  the  following  terms : 
"I  willingly  perform  the  office  of  a  driver,  plying 
hither  or  thither,  for  by  that  means  I  gain  my 
bread."   And  to  one  who  exhorted  him  to  explain 
to  his  superiors  the  difficulties  he  found  at  his 
advanced  age  in  executing  some  of  their  orders, 
he  wrote  thus :  "  My  father,  we  must  obey,  you 
touch  the  most  delicate  point  in  my  conscience ; 
I  declare  that  for  fifty  years  of  my  life  in  religion 
I  have  never  had  to  confess  having  failed  in  holy 
obedience,  and  do  you  think  that  now  I  am  old  I 
will  fail  on  this  score?" 
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The  love  he  had  for  this  virtue  was  the  cause 
of  the  great  personal  esteem  he  had  for  his  su- 
periors, and  the  reverence  with  which  he  spoke 
of  them  in  discoursing  on  obedience.  "In  it," 
he  used  to ^aj,  "we  practise  in  an  especial  way 
the  three  tbeologicai  virtues,  for  when  we  obey 
our  superiors  we  obey  the  will  of  God,  and  it  fol- 
lows that  io^perfect  obedience  we  make  an  act 
of  faith,  in  a  moSt^jjftrfect  way,  regarding  in  the 
person  of  the  superior  that  same  God  from 
whom  he  has  authority  to  command,  or  forbid, 
whatever  he  deems  proper,  for  the  good  regulation 
of  those  under  him.  We  practise  hope,  placing 
all  things  in  the  hands  of  those  who  rule  over 
us,  in  confidence  that  we  are  directed  with  the 
especial  aid  of  Providence,  giving  up  our  own 
will,  and  being  ruled  by  that  of  others,  secure  in 
the  hope  of  being  guided  in  a  way  most  suitable 
for  our  advantage.  And  finally,  we  practise  the 
virtue  of  charity  in  loving  the  divine  will,  and 
refraining  from  disputing  what  God,  by  means 
of  our  superiors,  disposes,  and  willingly  doing  their 
pleasure."  He  held  obedience  in  such  high  es- 
teem, that  whatever  was  imposed  upon  him,  how- 
ever difficult  and  arduous  it  might  be,  he  always 
said,  "  When  we  have  made  the  vow  of  obedience 
let  us  give  even  live  outs  for  it,  I  shall  consider 
myself  most  fortunate  ir  I  die  for  obedience."  He 
was  often  called  upon  by  persons  of  distinction, 
and  even  by  cardinals,  to  do  some  important 
work,  but  he  always  pointed  to  his  superior,  if 
he  was  present,  and  replied  with  humility,  "  Please 
your  Eminence,  this  person  stands  to  me  in  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


265 


ie  m  place  °f  God  on  earth.    I  cannot  saj  anything  for 

lusat  myself:  since  I  made  my  religious  profession,  I 

Q  ^  have  had  no  will  but  that  of  my  superior,  who 

'Id  governs  me  in  the  place  of  God."  His  esteem 
for  his  superiors  was  such,  that  besides  speaking 

ffe  ^  to  them  with  reverence,  he  always  listened  with 
attention,  his  eyes  cast  down,  and  to  whatever 

^  was  said  to  him  he  showed  the  sincerity  of  these 

,  jQ  jig  sentiments  by  placing  himself  in  their  hands,  ready 

j  to  obey  whatever  they  commanded.    It  was  most 

,  edifying  to  see  the  old  man,  venerable  on  account 

^  of  his  age  and  great  merits,  kneeling  at  the  feet 

Vj-  of  his  superior,  humbly  asking  leave  to  go  out 

je  }Kf  of  the  convent  on  some  work  of  mercy,  perfectly 

tj j  (to  indifferent  as  to  who  might  be  his  companion  on 

0  the  occasion.    He  asked  leave  every  time  he  had 

iC|ircjj  to  reply  to  a  letter,  change  his  habit,  and  other 

0  similar  things,  kissing  the  ground  each  time,  as 

j^jjj  if  he  was  a  novice  ;  every  time  he  passed  the  cell 

,j  of  the  superior  he  uncovered  his  head,  and  stopped, 

jjjjjjj  making  a  profound  bow,  and  if  he  were  asked 

9$  why  he  did  so,  he  replied:  "This  is  a  sacred 

^  ^  place  occupied  by  my  superior,  and  for  that  rea- 

^  son  worthy  of  all  reverenoe,  for  he  stands  in  the 

j^js  place  of  God  to  me."    He  never  inquired  into 

ggJ{t  the  reason  or  cause  of  any  order,  and  reproved 

0  those  who  refused  to  obey  until  they  had  ex- 

Hj  amined  the  motive  of  the  superior,  and  used  to 

fa  *a7  t0  them,  "  It  ought  to  be  sufficient  that  the 

^  order  given  is  not  offensive  to  God,  in  everything 
but  that  it  becomes  us  to  bow  our  head  in  obe- 
dience. "   And  to  a  nun  who  mentioned  to  him 

^  some  doubts  she  had  about  obedience,  he  replied  ; 
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"  Plant  in  your  heart  this  truth.  The  superioress 
may  err  in  giving  orders,  but  those  under  her 
rule,  who  desires  only  to  please  God,  can  never 
err  in  obeying."  Persuaded  of  this  himself, 
he  left  or  undertook  all  his  works  according  to 
the  pleasure  of  superiors ;  and  although  he  had 
determined  to  observe  strictly  the  "  Resolutions" 
above  mentioned  with  the  approval  of  his  superior 
and  confessor,  if  either  of  them,  to  test  him,  or 
for  any  other  reason,  desired  him  to  abandon  or 
moderate  them,  without  giving  the  least  sign  of 
reluctance  or  vexation,  he  quickly  obeyed.  In 
one  of  these  "Resolutions"  you  thus  read:  "I 
beg  my  spiritual  father  after  having  read  these 
•  Resolutions,'  if  he  approves  of  them,  to  give  me 
his  blessing,  that  I  may  do  all  with  the  merit  of 
holy  obedience.' ' 

He  used  often  to  say  that  he  only  desired  to  be 
carried  about  like  a  staff  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  stand  in  the  place  of  God  on  earth,  obeying 
them  in  all  that  is  not  sin,  and  in  exhorting  others 
to  rule  themselves  in  they  same  way,  he  thus 
wrote  in  a  letter  to  a  religious :  "  Whatever 
may  be  prescribed  for  you  in  holy  obedience, 
throw  yourself  into  the  sea  of  Divine  Providence, 
doing  all  your  superior  desires.  This  is  the  way 
to  live  in  peace,  and  die  in  peace,  and  we  may  be 
certain  that  the  more  frequently  we  place  our- 
selves to  be  turned  and  tried  in  obedience,  the 
more  perfect  peace  we  shall  have.  Let  us  make 
this  generous  declaration  to  our  superiors,  •  Fa- 
thers, behold  us  at  sea,  guide  us  to  shore,  we  are 
ready  for  any  obedience  without  reservation,  and 
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when  we  have  made  this  resolution  we  shall  be  at 
peace/  "  All  the  superiors  to  whom  he  had  been 
subject,  attest  that  they  alwajs  had  reason  to 
admire  his  obedience  in  the  most  trivial,  as  well  as 
the  most  difficult  and  important  concerns.  In  the 
fear  of  losing  the  merit  of  obedience,  he  dreaded 
nothing  so  much  as  being  appointed  superior ;  he 
loved  being  subject  to  the  rule  of  others,  and  for 
this  reason  he  had  great  reverence  for  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese  in  which  he  preached,  depending  in 
all  things  on  his  decision,  and  he  treated  the  parish 
priests  with  great  respect,  kissing  their  hands  and 
asking  their  advice  in  giving  the  mission.  He  even 
obeyed  the  lay-brother  who  was  appointed  to  ac- 
company him  in  his  missions,  whatever  he  advised 
him  to  do,  that  he  did  without  saying  a  word.  As 
the  perfection  of  obedience  consists  in  doing  what- 
ever is  ordered  promptly  and  cheerfully,  our  holy 
father  always  expressed  in  his  countenance  the 
joy  of  his  soul  in  obeying ;  he  used  to  say,  "  In 
perfect  obedience  under  all  circumstances  I  am 
sure  not  to  go  wrong,  fir  I  rejoice  more  in  an  act 
of  obedience  than  if  I  had  converted  the  whole 
world.  He  often  had  on  his  lips  "Our  duty  is 
to  obey."  Finally,  having  declared  that  he 
would  be  odedient  to  death,  he  fulfilled  his  vow 
in  his  last  journey  from  Bologna  to  Rome,  since 
the  holy  pontiff  had  given  him  an  order  to  return 
there  in  the  November  following,  and  had  written 
to  him  in  these  words :  "  I  hope  that  you  will 
soon  be  in  Rome."  He  left  Bologna,  as  we 
have  seen,  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  was 
taken  ill  on  the  road,  and  although  they  entreated 
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him  to  stop  at  several  places,  he  insisted  on  pro- 
ceeding on  his  journey  to  Rome,  in  obedience  to 
the  pontiff,  as  he  explained  to  his  companion,  say- 
ing to  him,  "  You  know,  brother,  that  his  holiness 
desired,  when  I  left  Rome,  that  I  should  return  in 
November ;  you  know  that  he  wrote  to  me  in 
Barbarola :  1 1  hope  that  you  will  soon  return  to 
Rome  and  when  the  pope  says, '  I  hope/  we  must 
take  it  as  if  he  said, '  I  command.'  My  conscience 
will  be  very  much  troubled,  if,  in  consequence  of 
this  illness,  I  fail  in  obedience.  Let  us  then  go 
on  to  Rome,  and  if  I  die  on  the  road,  it  will  be  an 
especial  favour  granted  by  my  Heavenly  Father, 
which  I  have  so  long  desired,  to  die  in  the  exer- 
cise of  obedience."  In  short,  a  few  hours  after  he 
arrived  in  Rome,  he  departed  this  life,  with  the 
consolation  of  being  obedient  unto  death. 

Not  only  did  Blessed  Leonard  practise  justice 
towards  his  neighbour  in  obeying  his  superior, 
but  he  was  zealous  to  promote  this  virtue  in 
others,  by  reforming  abuses,  putting  an  end  to 
usury,  and  preventing  oppression.  It  often  hap- 
pened that  he  found  the  poor  oppressed  by  ava- 
ricious tyrants,  who,  by  means  of  unlawful  con- 
tracts which  had  passed  into  a  law,  and  pressed 
hard  upon  them  ;  he  was  moved  with  compassion 
in  such  cases,  and  inveighed  loudly  against  their 
persecutors,  and  in  his  zeal  for  justice  he  la- 
boured hard  to  put  an  end  to  oppression.  He 
held  np  to  odium  the  enormity  of  the  imposi- 
tion, and  the  injury  done,  taught  them  the  way  to 
bargain  honestly  without  going  beyond  the  bounds 
of  justice  by  oppressing  their  neighbours,  and  at 
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the  same  time  spoke  in  the  most  impressive  man- 
ner to  those  who  for  the  sake  of  sordid  gain  and 
usury  were  in  danger  of  losing  their  souls.  He 
was  most  unflinching  in  defending  the  rights  of 
the  poor,  and  preaching  against  the  extortions 
of  the  rich,  and  all  that  offended  against  jus- 
tice,  by  usury,  robbery,  not  paying  what  was 
strictly  due,  or  fraud  of  any  kind ;  he  spoke 
so  clearly  and  with  such  vehemence,  that  it  was 
easy  to  believe  how  he  loved  justice  and  hated  the 
•  contrary  vice.  Sometimes  he  was  charged  with 
imprudence,  although  he  only  spoke  in  general 
terms  in  his  sermons,  and  avoided  personality ; 
however,  he  was  informed  of  this  charge,  and 
declared  openly  from  the  pulpit  that  he  was  en- 
gaged to  combat  against  vice,  and  to  exterminate 
it,  and  whether  he  found  it  in  the  cabin  of  a  coun- 
tryman, or  the  palace  of  a  nobleman,  covered  with 
rags,  or  clad  in  purple,  that  he,  as  a  minister  of 
God,  was  debtor  to  all,  and  would  render  to  all 
their  due.  So  far  from  relaxing  in  his  love  of 
justice,  on  being  told  that  some  persons  disap- 
proved of  the  strong  language  he  used  in  speak- 
ing of  those  who  had  defrauded  the  poor  of  their 
rights,  he  became  even  more  zealous  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  frequently  expressed  himself  thus : 
"They  will  say  that  Father  Leonard  is  highly 
culpable  for  endeavouring  to  reform  abuses  now 
become  so  common  ;  they  will  say  that  he  is  a 
fool,  and  does  not  know  what  is  necessary  to  sup- 
port their  dignity,  but  let  them  say  what  they  like, 
I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  apostolical  ministry, 
and  betray  their  souls,  if  seeing  them  sin  against 
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justice,  I  were  silent,  and  failed  to  remind  them  of 
their  duty.  It  matters  not  to  me  what  they  say, 
I  would  give  my  life  for  justice,  a  most  necessary 
virtue,  for  the  neglect  of  which  so  many  souls  are 
unhappily  lost."  In  this  way  did  Blessed  Leonard 
preach  against  the  transgressors  of  justice,  and 
by  rendering  to  all  due  honour  and  esteem,  he 
strongly  inculcated  the  principle  and  teaching  of 
the  holy  apostle  S.  Paul,  "in  honour  preventing 
one  another.' ' 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

ON  THE  LOVE  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  FOR  THE  VIRTUE 
OF  TEMPERANCE. 

The  virtue  of  temperance  is  that  which  renders 
our  appetites  subject  to  the  law  of  God  and  of 
reason.  It  is  perfect  when  a  person  abstains 
not  only  from  unlawful  things,  which  every  Chris- 
tian is  bound  to  do,  but  also  consents  to  de- 
prive himself  of  that  which  is  permitted,  this 
tends  to  perfection  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
As  Blessed  Leonard  practised  every  virtue  in 
the  most  perfect  way,  so  he  did  that  of  temper- 
ance, mortifying  his  senses,  and  denying  him- 
self the  use  of  them,  even  in  things  lawful.  He 
held  it  as  a  maxim,  that  gratifying  the  taste  and 
refusing  to  suffer  is  sufficient  to  prevent  a  soul 
from  being  united  to  God,  and  declared  it  was  the 
desire  of  his  heart  to  endure  every  kind  of  mortifi- 
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cation,  great  and  small,  and  make  a  continual  war 
against  his  senses,  powers,  and  passions.  He  was 
always  most  severe  with  himself,  and  never 
indulged  in  any  earthly  gratification,  and  was 
never  contented  unless  he  was  mortifying  and 
afflicting  himself,  and  depriving  himself  of  plea- 
sures, however  lawful  they  might  be.  He  acquired, 
with  the  aid  of  divine  grace,  such  a  dominion  over 
his  passions,  that  he  seemed  to  live  in  the  body, 
as  if  out  of  the  body,  and  so  far  was  he  from 
indulging  his  flesh,  that  he  mortified  it  on  all 
occasions.  He  was  never  seen  in  a  passion,  or 
with  the  least  expression  of  displeasure  or  in- 
ternal trouble  on  his  countenance,  whatever  hap- 
pened ;  master  of  himself,  he  wore  the  same  serene 
and  composed  expression,  because  he  received  all 
things  from  the  hands  of  God,  and  so,  as  beneficial 
to  himself.  For  this  reason  he  was  never  melan- 
choly, and  if  any  one  of  his  companions  appeared 
so  from  fatigue  and  toil,  he  used  to  say:  "Let 
those  who  are  in  a  state  of  sin  look  melancholy, 
we  who  are  labouring  for  the  glory  of  God  ought 
to  be  joyful,  knowing  that  we  serve  a  God  who 
keeps  a  reckoning  of  all  our  deeds  to  give  us  a  great 
reward  in  paradise."  He  attained  this  tranquillity 
of  mind  by  watching  carefully  over  himself ;  so 
that  he  never  allowed  his  memory  to  dwell  on  any- 
thing that  was  not  for  his  soul's  good,  or  for  the 
glory  and  honour  of  God.  He  subjected  his  intel- 
lect to  the  judgment  of  others,  and  when  occasion 
required  him  to  speak  his  own  sentiments,  he  prof- 
fered them  most  modestly,  without  forcing  his 
own  opinions,  and  frequently  yielded  to  those 
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of  others.  He  was  always  the  most  implacable  ene- 
my of  his  own  will,  contradicting  it  in  everything 
which  was  not  conformable  to  the  perfection  he  so 
ardently  desired.  Not  less  was  his  temperance  in 
restraining  his  corporal  senses.  In  the  many  jour- 
neys he  made  in  different  countries,  he  never 
looked  at  anything  rare  or  curious,  and  in  walking 
through  the  fields,  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed  on  hea- 
ven, or  bent  down  to  the  earth,  neVer  indulging 
in  the  sight  of  beautiful  scenery.  When  he 
passed  through  a  village,  he  was  observed  to  be 
so  abstracted  in  mind,  and  so  absorbed  in  God, 
that  he  never  noticed  anything  in  passing,  or  even 
knew  the  road  he  was  going.  He  never  distin- 
guished the  monks  in  the  convent  whom  he  met 
daily,  for  he  passed  them  with  his  eyes  cast  down, 
so  absorbed  and  recollected  that  they  were  quite 
odified,  and  touched  with  compunction.  To  keep 
a  guard  over  his  sense  of  hearing,  he  avoided  all 
useless  discourses  and  idle  talking.  If  it  happened 
that  such  was  ever  introduced  in  his  presence,  he 
in  the  most  gentle  manner  changed  it  for  profita- 
ble conversation,  or  turned  his  back  and  walked 
away.  Greater  still  was  his  care  in  the  custody 
of  his  tongue,  never  uttering  a  word  that  did  not 
tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  promote  the  good  of 
his  neighbour.  He  used  to  say  :  "  The  tongue  is 
the  pulse  of  the  heart,  and  that  to  know  the  mind 
of  a  religious  it  is  sufficient  to  converse  with  him; 
if  his  conversation  turns  on  holy  things,  it  is  a 
sign  that  his  heart  is  with  God  ;  if  otherwise,  he 
is  nothing  more  than  a  hollow  reed,  given  to 
levity  and  foolish  talking,"    He  held  this  maxim, 
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which  he  inviolably  observed  :  "I  will  not  lose 
time  in  idle  talking,  and  never  speak  but  from  ne- 
cessity or  charity."  He  rarely  spoke,  and  lived  re- 
tired and  solitary  in  his  cell,  which  he  never  left 
but  to  do  his  duty  to  God  and  his  neighbour. 
He  gave  the  following  advice  to  a  nun :  *'  I  will 
tell  you  the  great  secret  of  pleasing  Jesus  in 
your  conversation.  Always  be  the  first  to  in- 
troduce holy  subjects  ;  do  it,  however,  with  judg- 
ment ;  listen  sometimes  to  the  common  discourse, 
but  in  order  to  raise  the  tone,  begin  by  degrees  to 
mingle  something  sacred,  but  in  so  gentle  a  way, 
that  Jesus  will  be  always  with  you."  In  speaking 
to  those  of  his  community  he  always  weighed  all 
his  words,  and  during  the  time  of  missions,  he 
left  his  companions  after  supper,  that  he  might 
not  be  tempted  to  talk,  and  retired,  keeping  a 
perfect  silence.  In  short,  he  was  so  careful  in 
the  custody  of  his  tongue,  that  at  noon  and  in  the 
evening  he  made  a  strict  examination  of  con- 
science regarding  it,  and  if  he  found  that  he  had 
failed  in  the  least  point,  he  gave  himself  a  penance, 
constantly  repeating  that  the  tongue  is  a  great 
enemy,  and  if  we  do  not  often  punish  and  mortify 
it,  in  the  end  it  will  be  found  intractable,  and  do 
much  harm. 

Since  the  virtue  of  temperance  principally 
consists  in  moderating  the  senses  of  taste  and 
touch,  let  us  now  see  how  strict  Blessed  Leonard 
was  on  these  points,  reserving  the  subject  of  his 
chastity  for  the  following  chapter.  In  regard  to 
taste,  he  was  so  rigid  in  not  gratifying  his  palate* 
that  he  astonished  every  one,  for  they  could  not 
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understand  how,  with  such  severe  fasts  and  morti- 
fications, he  could  support  himself,  and  continue 
to  exist  under  the  weight  of  so  much  toil  and 
fatigue,  especially  in  old  age.  For  the  space  of 
forty-four  years  he  never  ate  either  flesh-meat, 
eggs,  or  fish,  his  only  food  was  pottage,  herbs, 
and  salad,  and  he  never  altered  his  diet ;  even  on 
the  principal  feasts  of  the  year  he  satisfied  him- 
self with  soup  and  a  little  fruit.  It  might  with 
truth  be  said  that  he  kept  one"  continued  fast. 
Besides  the  fasts  of  six  months  during  the  year, 
observed  in  the  Retreat,  Blessed  Leonard  never 
took  more  than  one  plate  at  dinner  or  supper ;  at 
dinner  he  took  soup,  and  at  supper  the  first  thing 
offered,  when  it  was  usually  a  salad  with  a 
little  fruit,  even  of  this  he  sometimes  only  ate 
salad,  and  offered  the  fruit  to  the  Infant  Jesus. 
He  was  often  seen  to  pour  cold  water  into  his 
soup,  concealing  the  mortification  by  some  pre- 
text, and  he  never  took  salt  with  his  food,  even 
though  it  consisted  of  raw  herbs,  preferring  the 
insipidity  rather  than  lose  an  opportunity  of  mor- 
tifying himself.  He  always  refused  to  eat  any- 
thing sweet,  saying  that  those  things  were  too 
good  for  him,  and  that  his  body  (which  he  called 
his  beast  of  burden)  deserved  neither  oats  nor 
caresses,  but  only  straw  and  blows,  and  for  that 
reason  he  always  abstained  from  lemons,  oranges, 
sauces,  and  everything  which  might  please 
his  palate.  He  was  most  temperate  in  drink- 
ing, never  satisfying  his  thirst,  and  his  bever- 
age always  consisted  of  more  water  than  wine, 
or  rather  was  water  just  tinged  with  wine.  He 
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iK       was  never  heard  to  find  fault  with  his  food,  how- 
riu       ever  it  was  seasoned ;  and  he  used  to  say  that 
j  ss       many  persons  impeded  their  progress  in  the  way 
pi       of  perfection  by  not  mortifying  their  taste :  "  They 
Mift       overcome  in  all  other  things,  but  are  overcome 
y>      in  this,  and  that  fervour  which  was  gained  in  the 
0i       choir  is  lost  when  they  come  into  the  refectory." 
0      In  the  fear  of  falling  into  any  excess,  he  seemed  to 
1)1  ii      measure  every  mouthful,  and  often  he  was  seen  to. 
\0      weep  whilst  he  ate.   Every  one  felt  that  though 
jjjjjt      his  body  was  there,  his  mind  was  with  God;  he 
used  to  say:  "Now  and  for  ever  let  us  renounce 
]fl      *H  pleasure  in  eating,  seeking  only  to  do  the 
jjjji!      will  of  God."    He  was  even  more  temperate 
!$i      when  he  was  giving  missions  in  the  country,  al- 
AM      tnough  he  underwent  continual  fatigue;  he  began 
&l  j0      all  his  labours  fasting,  being  contented  to  eat  only 
$i      in  the  evening,  but  with  his  usual  charity  and 
0f      discretion  he  allowed  his  companions  to  take  some 
^      food  in  the  morning,  taking  nothing  himself  but  a 
.jjjjil      little  sage  water  to  strengthen  his  voice,  and  fearing 
,0      that  this  was  too  good,  he  changed  it  into  a  mix- 
toe  of  wormwood  and  water.  For  a  whole  year  he 
never  tasted  anything  in  the  morning  but  this 
bitter  draught,  until  his  companions  having  in- 
formed  the  vicar-general,  he  was  ordered  by  him  to 
0     take  some  bread,  and  a  cup  of  wine,  when  he 
^     obeyed,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  the  end 
p     of  his  life.     In  the  evening,  however  tired 
$     and  worn  out  he  might  be,  he  ate  nothing  but 
$     salad,  or  the  pottage  with  oil,  and  if  occasionally 
his  companions,  moved  with  compassion  for  him, 
.  f     seasoned  it  a  little  better  than  usual,  as  soon  as 
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he  perceived  it,  he  refused  to  eat  any  more,  saying 
that  it  was  too  rich,  and  would  disagree  with  him. 
All  who  were  with  him  at  these  times  agree  in 
declaring  the  excessive  rigour  of  his  fasts,  and 
although  in  1742  he  was  ordered  to  moderate 
them  by  the  holy  pontiff  Benedict  XIV.,  and  con- 
sequently was  obliged  to  eat  something  more  at 
his  usual  supper,  such  as  a  small  portion  of  fasting 
food,  he  refused  to  touch  anything  made  with  milk, 
or  meat  He  was  never  induced,  either  in  the  con- 
vent or  out  of  it,  to  eat  the  least  morsel  before  or 
after  the  usual  meals,  and  even  in  his  long  jour- 
neys in  the  greatest  heat  of  summer,  they  never 
could  persuade  him  to  drink  even  a  little  water 
to  refresh  him ;  he  always  replied  quickly,  "  Do 
not  urge  me  for  a  little  water  to  lose  the  great 
merit  and  reward  of  self-denial ;  shall  not  I  con- 
sent to  suffer  a  little  thirst,  since  my  Saviour 
suffered  it  so  much  for  me  on  Calvary  ?" 

Finally,  the  temperance  of  our  holy  father  was 
seen  in  the  way  in  which  he  treated  the  sense  of 
feeling,  torturing  his  body  with  the  discipline  so 
severely.  He  wore  every  morning  for  many  hours 
next  his  skin  a  hair-shirt  and  iron  belt,  he  put; 
this  on  before  he  went  to  celebrate  mass,  and 
never  left  off  this  custom,  whether  he  was  in  the 
convent,  on  a  journey,  or  giving  missions.  He  used 
to  say,  "  Our  bodies  are  like  wild  colts,  which, 
if  they  are  not  continually  curbed,  will  carry  us 
over  the  precipice.' '  Besides  the  frequent  use  of 
the  discipline,  he  scourged  himself  in  public  with 
iron  chains  two  or  three  times  before  he  began  to 
preach,  as  well  as  every  night  in  secret.  When 
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he  was  living  in  a  house  with  seculars,  in  order 
that  he  should  not  be  discovered,  he  made  use 
of  a  discipline  of  small  chains  armed  with  points, 
this  he  carried  with  him  on  his  journeys  to  fla- 
gellate himself  without  being  perceived.  All, 
however,  saw  the  manner  he  treated  his  body  on 
the  platform,  the  fierce  blows  he  gave  himself 
until  the  blood  flowed,  and  after  his  death  the 
scars  and  wounds  were  visible.  After  having  with 
fasts,  hair-shirt,  and  discipline,  mortified  his  mem- 
bers, he  gave  himself  a  brief  repose,  lying  on  a 
board,  taking  for  his  pillow  a  log  of  wood.  Having 
occasion  to  pass  the  night  in  the  house  of  one 
of  his  benefactors,  he  slept  on  a  chest,  or  on  the 
ground,  but  for  three  years  before  his  death  he 
was  induced,  through  obedience,  to  lie  on  a  sack 
of  straw.  In  the  most  severe  cold  weather,  although 
he  never  wore  anything  but  an  old  thread-bare 
habit,  and  always  walked  barefoot,  trembling  with 
cold,  still  he  rarely  approached  the  fire,  and  if  by 
chance  he  came  near  it  he  drew  back  directly, 
calling  himself  a  coward ;  and  if  any  one  asked 
him  to  warm  himself,  he  replied  with  great  hu- 
mility ;  "  The  more  we  give  to  our  body  the  more 
it  will  require,  and  to  whatever  we  accustom  it, 
that  it  will  endure."  In  this  heroic  manner  did 
Blessed  Leonard  practise  the  virtue  of  temper* 
ance,  in  which  he  persevered  to  the  end. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

ON  THE  SPOTLESS  CHASTITY  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD. 

Our  holy  father  having  made  a  solemn  vow  in 
his  profession  to  practise  the  virtue  of  chastity,  he 
kept  it  most  faithfully,  avoiding  during  his  whole 
life  everything  that  could  stain  or  tarnish  it. 
Not  only  did  he  preserve  it  pure  and  spotless 
from  the  time  he  made  a  vow  so  to  do  before  the 
altar,  but  even  from  his  earliest  youth  when  he 
lived  in  the  world.  From  his  childhood,  as  we 
have  seen  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  Life,  he 
proved  how  much  he  loved  chastity.  He  was 
even  then  so  modest  in  his  manner  and  appear- 
ance, that  all  who  knew  him  declared  he  was 
an  angel  on  earth.  He  added  to  modesty  pen- 
ance and  prayer,  and  induced  his  companions  to 
have  a  tender  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  to 
obtain  this  virtue  so  pleasing  to  her.  Having  at- 
tained the  age  when  young  persons  are  ex- 
posed to  the  greatest  danger  and  temptations, 
he  redoubled  his  caution,  and  determined 
never  to  converse  with  any  but  those  who 
were  spiritual,  and  made  choice  of  a  good  con- 
fessor, under  whose  direction  he  frequently 
received  the  sacraments  of  confession  and  com- 
munion, the  surest  means  of  preserving  chastity. 
After  he  entered  the  religious  life  he  often 
thanked  God  that  he  had  taken  this  vow,  regret- 
ing  that  he  had  not  done  so  when  he  was  younger. 
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He  expressed  this  sentiment  not  only  in  private, 
but  publicly  in  preaching,  and  we  thus  find  it 
written  by  him:  "To  Thee  do  I  turn,  sweet 
Jesus,  and  with  tears  in  my  eyes  thank  Thee 
for  having  placed  me  in  that  state  of  life  in 
which  I  have  made  a  solemn  vow  of  perpetual 
chastity.  Ah !  why,  from  the  time  my  mother 
held  me  in  her  arms  was  not  this  light  given  me  ; 
Oh  I  that  I  had  made  this  vow  in  infancy :  Oh ! 
what  joy  in  heaven  for  a  soul  who  lives  chaste 
and  pure."  He  never  ceased  praying  to  God  for 
grace  to  keep  this  vow  inviolably,  and  to  grant 
him  an  angelic  purity,  so  greatly  did  he  fear  to 
blemish  this  virtue  in  the  least  degree.  To 
prayer  and  this  ardent  desire  he  joined  the  neces- 
sary means  for  preserving  his  chastity,  and  he 
used  to  say  that  it  mattered  little  having  the  will, 
if  we  do  not  carry  into  practice  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  prevent  us  from  contracting  any  stain. 
Therefore  he  constantly  fled  from  every  occasion, 
however  remote,  which  mighjb  excite  in  his  mind 
the  least  desire  that  was  not  perfectly  pure.  He 
avoided  all  needless  conversation  with  women, 
and  whenever  they  came  to  consult  him,  he  stood 
before  them  with  his  eyes  cast  down,  and  dis- 
missed them  as  soon  as  the  business  was  ended, 
even  if  they  happened  to  be  ladies  of  the  highest 
rank  and  distinction.  Although  his  usual  man- 
ner in  conversation  was  easy  and  good  hu- 
moured, with  women  he  was  always  grave,  and 
almost  severe,  carefully  avoiding  every  expres- 
sion which  might  seem  familiar  or  tender,  and 
giving  his  advice  with  seriousness  and  earnestness, 
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as  he  deemed  best  for  the  good  of  their 
souls.  His  companion  used  to  saj  to  him,  that 
with  some  very  devout  ladies  he  might  bestow  a 
little  more  of  his  time,  and  not  be  so  austere,  but 
he  always  replied :  "  Brother,  supposing  they 
say  I  am  uncivil,  rough,  and  harsh,  what  does  it 
matter  ?  with  regard  to  personal  purity  we  cannot 
be  too  cautious  and  watchful  over  ourselves."  On 
another  occasion  he  said  :  "  Know  you  not  that 
the  lily  is  more  secure  the  more  it  is  surrounded 
by  thorns  ?  If  those  ladies  were  somewhat  an- 
noyed by  my  harshness,  it  matters  not,  for  they 
will  eventually  be  edified,  and  purity  will  be  well 
guarded."  Whenever  he  was  obliged  to  converse 
with  women,  he  occupied  his  mind  with  some 
good  thought,  and  he  used  to  say  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  others,  that  when  a  religious  is  obliged  to 
speak  to  women,  he  ought  to  act  as  do  those  who 
come  in  contact  with  infection ;  although  they 
cannot  fly  from  the  sick  of  infectious  disorders, 
they  may  hold  in  their  hand  some  perfume  which 
will  prevent  their  taking  the  infection ;  so  the 
religious,  when  he  has  to  converse  with  women, 
should  make  use  of  the  perfume  of  holy  thoughts 
to  keep  him  from  danger.  In  hearing  the  confes- 
sions of  women,  he  was  even  more  grave  and 
severe  in  manner,  and  on  this  point  he  often  said : 
"  The  confessional  is  a  sacred  place,  an  earthly 
tribunal,  where  the  priest  stands  in  the  place  of 
God  ;  it  is  a  soul-cleansing  fountain,  in  which 
all  who  come  can  cleanse  their  souls  from  every 
sin,  and  for  this  reason  we  ought  on  no  account 
to  allow  any  discourse  but  such  as  directly 
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tends  to  an  end  so  sacred  as  that  of  purifying  a 
soul  from  sin.  The  minister  ought  then  to  make 
use  of  such  language,  and  regulate  his  conduct  in 
such  a  manner,  that  it  may  breathe  of  nothing 
but  purity,  so  that  in  healing  the  wounds  of  others 
he  may  not  receive  hurt  himself." 

When  he  heard  the  confessions  of  women  he 
never  turned  his  face  to  them,  but  listened  with 
gravity  and  seriousness  to  all  that  was  necessary 
for  the  right  administration  of  the  sacrament,  and 
gave  the  instruction  they  required  without  asking 
a  question  or  hearing  a  word  that  had  no  refe- 
rence to  what  was  confessed.  He  had  a  curtain 
hung  before  his  confessional,  which  he  drew  as 
soon  as  he  had  seated  himself,  without  looking  at 
the  person  who  might  be  kneeling  there  .waiting 
to  make  her  confession  ;  and  before  he  entered 
this  sacred  tribunal,  fearing  that  the  devil  might 
put  some  impure  thoughts  into  his  mind,  he  ear- 
nestly entreated  his  angel-guardian  to  be  with 
him,  and  keep  him  from  such  danger.  He  took 
the  greatest  care  during  the  missions  that  no 
woman  entered  the  house  he  inhabited,  and  never 
spoke  to  them  out  of  the  confessional  excepting 
on  occasions  of  urgent  necessity.  He  always  kept 
to  the  resolution  he  had  formed  of  never  going 
out  alone,  not  even  from  bis  house  to  the  church, 
and  was  most  J  vigilant  in  seeing  that  his  compa- 
nions observed  the  same  ;  and  if  it  happened  that 
he  or  one  of  them  was  sent  for  to  confess  a  sick 
woman,  he  desired  that  they  should  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  priest,  or  some  responsible  person,  who 
during  the  confession  should  remain  where  he 
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could  see  the  confessor  and  the  penitent.  To 
those  who  expressed  their  astonishment  at  such 
caution,  he  used  to  reply :  "  The  virtue  of  chas- 
tity must  be  practised  by  every  one,  but  especially 
by  those  who  are  employed  in  leading  souls  to 
God,  for  the  shadow  even  of  the  contrary  vice  is 
sufficient,  amongst  other  evils,  to  destroy  all  the 
good  effects  of  our  teaching ;  it  is  not  sufficient 
for  a  missionary  to  be  pure  in  the  sight  of  God, 
but  he  must  appear  so  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  for  it  is  good  to  give  evidence  always  of 
his  holy  life.". 

For  the  same  end,  in  travelling  from  one  coun- 
try to  another  to  give  missions,  he  never  allowed 
a  woman  to  accompany  him,  however  devout  and 
spiritual  she  might  be,  for  he  always  held  this 
maxim :  "  A  religious  should  not  only  avoid  evil,  but 
even  the  appearance  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
which  is  always  too  ready  to  judge  unmercifully." 
He  never  permitted  any  one,  especially  women, 
to  touch  his  hand,  and  when  the  people  used  to 
press  round  him  in  the  towns  through  which  he 
passed,  to  kiss  his  hand,  he  presented  his  habit  or 
cloak,  and  without  ever  stopping  he  went  on  his 
way  quite  abstracted.  For  this  reason  he  wore 
his  cloak  in  the  hottest  weather,  to  his  great  per- 
sonal inconvenience,  and  on  being  asked  why  he 
burdened  himself  with  it,  he  replied  with  sin- 
cerity: "These  simple  people  wish  to  kiss  my 
hand,  and  there  are  many  women  amongst  them, 
and  although  I  keep  my  hand  in  my  sleeve  they 
try  to  take  hold  of  it,  which  displeases  me  much, 
because  I  do  not  think  it  according  to  holy  purity 


Digitized  by  Google 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


that  a  religious  should  allow,  even  on  the  score  of 
devotion,  his  hand  to  be  touched,  especially  by  a  wo- 
man. I  wear  my  cloak  that  they  may  kiss  it,  and  I 
may  be  free  from  the  danger  of  being  touched  by 
any  one  of  them. "  In  a  letter  to  a  nun  we  find  these 
words:  MIf  you  desire  to  be  chaste  and  pure, 
this  is  the  way ;  be  retired,  modest,  and  morti- 
fied." What  he  taught  to  others  he  practised 
himself ;  he  lived  so  retired  when  he  was  in  the 
monastery  that  he  scarcely  ever  went  into  the 
garden  to  breathe  the  air,  and  when  he  was  on  a 
mission,  he  never  left  his  room  except  to  go 
to  the  church,  or  on  some  work  of  mercy.  He 
often  had  these  words  on  his  lips :  "  If  any  one 
in  religion  does  not  Iovq  retirement,  they  will  be 
sure  one  day  to  encounter  something  which,  if 
it  does  not  offend  against  purity,  will  at  least  put 
it  in  danger,  and  not  guarding  against  such 
occurrences  by  being  retired,  is  a  sign  that  pu- 
rity is  already  lost,  or  in  danger  of  being  so." 
His  modesty  was  so  perfect,  that  walking  always 
with  his  eyes  cast  down  and  with  singular  com- 
posure, he  breathed  holiness  in  his  deportment, 
so  that  many  declared  they  felt  touched  with 
compunction  on  beholding  him,  and  others  who 
knew  him  well  for  many  years  affirmed,  that  in 
every  word,  action,  and  gesture,  his  modesty 
shone  resplendent. 

In  admonishing  young  men  he  used  to  say  to 
them :  "If  you  are  not  modest  and  discreet,  you 
cannot  be  chaste ;  those  who  sin  against  holy 
purity  begin  by  being  indiscreet."  Regarding  the 
mortifications  of  his  body,  and  the  other  necessary 
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means  for  the  preservation  of  chastity,  we  have 
given  sufficient  instances  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter ;  we  shall  only  add,  that  the  doctors  who  at- 
tended him  declared,  that  considering  his  mor- 
tifications, his  labours,  and  the  way  he  used 
the  discipline,  his  continuing  to  exist  so  long  was 
quite  miraculous.  To  all  the  necessary  means 
for  preserving  chastity,  he  added  that  which  is  of 
all  the  most  important,  prayer  ;  feeling  sure  that 
man  could  not  of  himself  keep  this  inestimable 
treasure,  he  often  said :  "Of  ourselves  we  can  do 
nothing,  and  we  above  all  things  in  this  particu- 
lar require  the  help  of  God."  To  obtain  this  end 
he  prayed  without  ceasing  to  God,  asking  for  the 
grace  to  keep  perfectly  his  vow  of  chastity,  and 
foreseeing  dangers,  however  remote,  he  frequently 
had  recourse  to  this  ejaculation  :  ^  ^  Jesus, 
mercy."  Although  he  adopted  these  and 
many  other  means  to  preserve  the  lily  of  purity, 
he  had  no  self-reliance ;  and  in  exhorting  his 
companions  and  others  to  be  vigilant  in  the  ens- 
tody  of  this  precious  virtue,  he  thus  expressed 
himself :  "  My  brothers,  old  as  I  am,  I  have  so 
much  fear  on  this  point  that  I  would  not  risk 
even  raising  my  eyes  from  the  ground,  knowing 
that  many  men  adorned  with  every  virtue 
and  holiness,  by  a  sudden  temptation  have 
fallen  miserably."  At  other  times  he  would 
say :  "  Let  us  fly  from  danger,  fear  all  things, 
and  recommend  ourselves  to  God,  for  there  is 
nothing  of  which  we  ought  to  be  so  jealous  as 
chastity.  The  devil  never  sleeps,  and  stands 
in  wait  for  the  old  as  well  as  the  young ;  if  a 
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religious  unfortunately  falls,  it  is  from  a  great 
height  over  a  precipice. "  To  make  himself  more 
secure,  he  proposed  to  reveal  to  his  spiritual 
father  minutely  all  the  dangers  to  which  he  was 
exposed  against  this  virtue,  and  exhorted  others 
to  the  same,  saying,  "  Ah,  if  you  knew  how  the 
devil  is  daunted  when  he  sees  himself  discovered, 
and  when  we  make  known  to  our  confessor  his  sug- 
gestions with  sincerity,  and  allow  ourselves  to  be 
ruled  by  his  wise  counsels,  for  thus  beholding  his 
designs  discovered,  he  flies  in  confusion  ;  but  if  he 
sees  us  deceiving  ourselves,  and  we  allow  his  tempta- 
tions to  lie  concealed  in  our  hearts,  flattering  our- 
selves that  not  having  sinned  we  may  be  silent,  he 
increases  in  boldness,  and  uses  every  effort  to  tempt 
and  conquer  us."  He  who  heard  the  general  con- 
fessions of  Blessed  Leonard  during  the  last  years 
of  his  life,  thus  gave  his  attestation  and  deposi- 
tion: "I  hold  it  for  certain  that  his  brightest 
crown  in  heaven  will  be  in  reward  for  his  chastity 
and  purity  of  heart,  having  watched  over  them  to 
guard  them  from  the  least  danger  ;  and  most  pure 
and  spotless  did  he  keep  them." 

Finally,  he  proved  how  greatly  he  loved  chastity 
by  the  fervent  zeal  with  which  he  preached  against 
the  contrary  vice.  Many  dissolute  persons,  moved 
by  his  earnest  manner,  changed  their  vicious  mode 
of  life,  and  became  chaste  and  exemplary,  and 
wherever  he  gave  a  mission,  great  numbers  were 
reclaimed  from  this  sin.  He  exclaimed  vehe- 
mently and  with  apostolic  zeal  against  all  the 
enemies  of  chastity,  against  the  abuse  of  love, 
familiar  conversations,  lascivious  and  loose  talk- 
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ing,  reading  immoral  and  profane  books,  immodest 
pictures,  balls,  and  assemblies,  and  all  that  could 
be  an  occasion  of  offending  against  chastity.  He 
declared  himself  an  enemy  of  all  these  things, 
and  told  the  people  how  they  were  to  guard  them- 
selves against  these  temptations  of  the  devil  to 
lead  away  souls  to  shame  and  perdition.  And  it 
pleased  God  to  make  his  zeal  fruitful,  for  besides 
the  numerous  conversions  to  which  we  have 
already  referred,  in  many  places  the  theatres 
were  closed,  comedies  prohibited,  the  carnival 
abandoned,  and  the  most  extraordinary  change 
produced,  all  the  effect  of  the  hatred  Blessed 
Leonard  bore  to  the  vice  of  impurity,  and  the 
means  of  occasioning  it,  and  of  the  love  he  nou- 
rished in  his  breast  for  chastity. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

OF  THE  HEROIC  FORTITUDE  OF  BLESSED 
LEONARD. 

It  is  considered  most  important  to  possess  the 
virtue  of  fortitude,  for  it  gives  strength  to  the 
soul  to  make  men  overcome  every  obstacle  which 
may  stand  in  the  way  of  perfection,  receiving 
with  courage  and  composure  every  cross  and  con- 
tradiction as  coming  directly  from  God ;  there- 
fore, we  shall  briefly  detail  its  effect  on  the 
mind  of  Blessed  Leonard,  who  possessed  this 
virtue  in  a  wonderful  degree.  It  may  be  seen 
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in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  which  was  full 
of  such  dangers,  difficulties,  and  contradictions, 
as  seldom  fall  to  the  lot  of  man.  It  was  truly 
astonishing  to  see  how  he  undertook  great  and 
arduous  works  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
salvation  of  his  neighbour,  without  ever  failing 
in  courage  and  firmness,  and  without  ever  seem- 
ing weak  in  body  or  faint  in  heart;  however 
arduous  the  undertaking  might  be,  he  began,  fol- 
lowed it  up,  and  brought  it  to  perfection.  The 
first  occasion  he  had  of  showing  his  great  courage 
was  in  establishing  in  his  Retreat  the  observance 
of  all  our  rules  and  constitutions,  and  his  vigilance 
in  enforcing  the  exact  fulfilment  of  them.  We  have 
seen  what  he  had  to  contend  with  in  establishing 
the  Retreat  del  Monte  in  Florence,  what  difficul- 
ties he  overcame,  how  it  was  opposed  by  many, 
and  how  he  bore  with  admirable  patience  and 
fortitude  the  animosity  of  his  own  countrymen 
as  well  as  strangers,  till  he  was  forced  to  say, 
"They  may  abuse  and  even  beat  me,  I  shall 
willingly  bear  it,  so  that  the  rules  and  constitu- 
tions of  our  institute  are  kept  up.''  For  this  ob- 
ject he  made  many  journeys  from  Florence  to 
Rome  barefoot,  never  losing  courage,  whatever 
opposition  or  cross  he  might  meet  with.  Wherever 
he  found  obstacles  or  difficulties,  with  dauntless 
courage  he  overcame  them  all,  saying  that  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  suffer  even  more  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  well-being  of  the  institute, 
and  would  give  his  life  for  the  same  end  were  it 
necessary. 

When  he  was  superior  of  the  Retreat,  he  showed 
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himself  so  firm  and  unflinching  in  reproving  with 
holy  zeal  and  without  human  respect  the  trans- 
gressors in  the  least  particular  of  the  rules,  and 
enjoining  forcibly  the  exact  observance  of  them. 
The  virtue  of  fortitude  is  most  requisite  in  fight- 
ing against  sin  and  hell,  for  he  who  undertakes 
this  holy  war  is  exposed  to  the  scorn  of  libertines, 
who  hear  themselves  reproved,  and  to  the  perse- 
cution of  the  vicious,  who  find  themselves  con- 
founded, and  to  the  abuse  of  the  hardened  sinner, 
who  fears  no  one.  Whoever  listened  to  the  ser- 
mons of  Blessed  Leonard,  might  say  that  he 
never  evinced  timidity,  and  that  he  was  most  un- 
flinching and  regardless  of  human  respect.  All 
admired  in  him  a  wonderful  strength  of  mind  and 
courage  in  preaching  against  sin  and  sinners, 
without  fear  of  giving  offence  to  any  one  pre- 
sent. Wherever  he  found  scandal,  he  inveighed 
against  it  with  all  his  power  of  language,  ad- 
monishing sinners,  notwithstanding  the  displea- 
sure he  caused,  but  he  had  the  prudence  and 
discretion  not  to  mention  names.  If  this  was 
not  sufficient,  and  if  all  he  said  from  the  pulpit 
did  not  put  a  stop  to  the  scandal,  he  sent  for,  or 
called  at  the  houses  of  those  who  caused  it,  and 
laying  aside  all  reserve  and  human  respect,  with 
courage  and  apostolic  freedom  admonished  and 
reminded  them  of  their  duties,  and  their  danger 
of  eternal  damnation.  It  was  not  only  to  per- 
sons in  the  lower  class  of  life,  to  whom  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world  a  priest  may  speak  with  the 
greatest  freedom,  that  he  thus  acted,  but  also 
to  people  of  distinction,  whether  for  their  talents 
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or  high  birth.  Many,  even  the  ministers  of  God, 
were  astonished  at  his  intrepidity,  since  he,  fear- 
lessly in  public  and  private,  with  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souJs,  re- 
proved all  who  deserved  reproof.  A  person  well 
known  in  Rome,  and  a  confidential  friend  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  and  who  had  done  many  good 
works  at  his  suggestion,  fell  sick,  and  our  holy  fa- 
ther knew  that  he  mortally  hated  his  nephew,  and 
had  refused  to  see,  or  hear  his  name  mentioned  ; 
he  therefore  went  immediately  to  the  dying  man, 
and  without  wasting  time  in  preamble,  said,  "  My 
dear  friend,  I  have  loved  you  in  life  and  whilst 
you  were  in  health,  much  greater,  however,  is  my 
love  for  you  now  that  you  are  sick  and  at  the 
point  of  death :  for  the  love  of  your  soul,  then, 
I  tell  you  that  you  must  forgive  your  nephew." 
On  hearing  these  words,  the  sick  man,  who  had 
been  deaf  to  the  prayers  of  others,  and  to  whom 
no  one  had  spoken  in  such  strong  terms  on  the 
duty  of  reconciliation,  was  moved  and  touched 
with  compunction,  sent  for  his  nephew,  and  with 
christian  charity  embraced  him,  and  became  per- 
fectly reconciled  before  his  deatb,  which  took 
place  soon  after.  When  he  was  giving  a  mission 
in  a  town  near  Rome,  he  was  told  that  the  women 
did  not  dress  with  becoming  modesty,  therefore 
he  publicly  admonished  them,  and  desired  that  the 
young  women  especially  should  dress  with  modesty, 
coming  closely  veiled  to  church.  Some  young 
women  who  belonged  to  the  upper  class,  flattered 
themselves  that  because  the  missionary  lodged 
in  the  house  of  the  arch-priest,  their  uncle,  and 
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because  they  were  people  of  some  distinction  in 
the  place,  he  would  have  some  consideration  for 
them,  and  without  taking  heed  of  his  admonitions, 
went  to  the  church  dressed  as  usual,  with  their 
shoulders  bare,  and  placed  themselves  near  the 
pulpit  to  hear  the  sermon.  The  good  missionary 
perceived  them,  and  at  the  end  of  his  discourse 
reminded  his  hearers  of  the  duty  of  remember- 
ing the  wants  of  their  neighbours,  and  ear- 
nestly recommended  them  to  give  abundant  alms 
that  evening,  as  many  were  in  need.  All  re- 
mained attentive  to  hear  how  the  collection  was 
to  be  used,  when  with  holy  freedom  and  courage, 
he  said,  "  Do  you  wish  to  know  how  the  collection 
made  after  the  sermon  is  to  be  used  ?  For  no- 
thing less  than  to  buy  cloth  to  divide  amongst  cer- 
tain young  ladies  who  are  here,  having  attended 
the  sermon,  but  who  have  not  sufficient  clothing 
to  cover  their  shoulders  decently.,,  These  words 
caused  all  the  young  women  to  blush  and  feel 
ashamed,  they  covered  themselves  up  as  well  as 
they  could,  and  resolved  to  be  more  discreet  for 
the  future.  They  felt  that  the  missionary  was 
full  of  zeal  for  their  conversion,  and  esteemed  his 
extraordinary  courage,  setting  at  nought  human 
respect  in  procuring  their  salvation.  Although 
all  the  places  which  were  enlightened  by  Blessed 
Leonard  are  testimonies  of  the  zeal  and  strength 
of  mind  with  which  he  put  an  end  to  all  disorders 
and  sin,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  Rome,  where 
he  gave  many  missions,  and  was  regarded  as  a 
man  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  especially  when  he 
preached  in  the  Piazza  Navona,  to  prepare  the 
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people  for  the  jubilee.  Fop  fifteen  successive  days 
he  appeared  in  the  piazza,  in  which,  besides  the 
common  people  who  crowded  to  hear  him,  many 
nobles,  almost  all  the  cardinals,  and  frequently 
the  holy  pontiff  Benedict  XIV.,  were  present. 
Any  one  but  our  hero  would  have  lost  courage 
and  strength  of  mind  in  seeing  himself  exposed  to 
the  gaze  of  such  a  multitude,  composed  of  people 
of  every  grade  and  condition,  with  the  obligation 
of  speaking  to  all,  to  convert,  or  at  least  to  im- 
prove all.  He,  however,  as  an  apostolic  man,  who 
thought  only  of  the  glory  of  God,  inveighed  with 
such  wonderful  force  and  energy  against  vice, 
that  every  one  felt  he  was  filled  with  that  spirit 
of  which  it  is  written,  "  Ubi  spiritus  Domini  ibi 
libertas."  In  fact,  with  courage  and  firmness  he 
inveighed  against  the  sins  of  the  people,  the  liber- 
tinism of  the  nobles,  the  injustice  to  the  poor, 
and  the  excesses  of  the  rich,  speaking  with  so 
much  vehemence  and  clearness,  that  each  one, 
ecclesiastic  and  secular,  noble  or  plebeian,  rich 
or  poor,  applied  what  he  said  to  himself.  More 
than  one  person,  on  seeing  the  intrepidity  with 
which  the  man  of  God  reproved  vice  in  people 
of  every  denomination,  shrugged  their  shoulders, 
openly  confessed  their  weakness,  declared  that 
they  should  not  have  the  courage  to  speak  in  that 
way,  and  that  such  wonderful  strength  of  mind 
was  to  be  found  only  in  Blessed  Leonard. 

He  preached  with  even  greater  zeal  and  force 
against  scandalous  livers,  against  whom  he  had 
often  to  contend,  as  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing fact.     In  the  year  1743  he  was  preach- 
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ing  in  a  town  near  Genoa,  where  a  gentleman 
was  living,  to  the  scandal  of  the  place,  and  dis- 
pleasure of  his  relations,  in  concubinage,  and 
no  one  had  power  to  dissuade  him  from  lead- 
ing so  scandalous  a  life,  or  to  lead  him  to  think 
of  the  consequences.  Blessed  Leonard  in  his 
sermons  inveighed  most  strongly  against  this  sin, 
and  represented  in  the  most  earnest  manner  the 
dreadful  punishment  in  store  for  those,  who,  not 
satisfied  with  sinning  themselves,  are  the  means, 
by  the  scandal  they  cause,  of  leading  others  to 
damnation,  These  threats  and  admonitions,  how- 
ever, made  no  impression  on  the  hardened  sinner, 
for  the  following  evening,  when  Blessed  Leonard 
came  to  preach  in  the  Piazza,  he  appeared  at  the 
window  with  his  concubine,  under  pretence  of  lis- 
tening to  the  sermon,  but  in  reality  to  make  a  dis- 
play of  his  sin  in  the  sight  of  all.  When  the  zealous 
missionary  perceived  him,  he  was  quite  inflamed 
with  holy  indignation  ;  the  scandal  being  public, 
he  publicly  reproved  it,  and  with  such  vehemence, 
that  every  word  must  have  seemed  like  a  thun- 
derbolt to  awaken  the  wretched  man  from  the 
lethargy  of  sin.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  when 
the  sermon  was  ended,  he  went  to  the  house,  fear- 
less of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  exposed,  of 
receiving  some  affront  from  the  man  who  had 
been  thus  publicly  reproved ;  he  spoke  to  him 
with  invincible  courage,  and  used  every  argument 
which  his  zeal  suggested  to  gain  him,  but  with- 
out effect ;  and  finding  him  obdurate,  he  turned 
away,  warning  him  that  his  sin  would  be  pun- 
ished before  long.    His  words  were  soon  verified, 
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for  not  many  days  after  the  unfortunate  man  was 
murdered  by  his  own  brother  at  the  door  of  his 
palace.  It  was  quite  evident  that  this  was  sent 
as  a  punishment  for  his  wickedness  and  hardness 
of  heart ;  the  place  where  he  fell  was  covered 
with  blood,  which  no  washing  or  scraping  could 
efface,  but  the  stains  remained  for  a  long  time 
visible  to  all  as  a  sign  of  the  just  vengeance  of 
God  on  those,  who,  instead  of  submitting  to  the 
admonitions  of  His  servants,  remain  obstinate  in 
their  sin,  and  scoff  at  them. 

In  a  still  more  wonderful  manner  did  the  strength 
of  mind  of  Blessed  Leonard  shine  when  he  under- 
took the  mission  in  Corsica,  for  he  had  to  deal  with 
a  people  at  war  with  his  own  nation,  and  divided 
by  internal  factions,  and  he  was  obliged  to  preach 
in  the  midst  of  armed  men  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent factions,  as  we  have  seen ;  exposed,  even,  to 
the  danger  of  losing  his  life,  but  his  courage  and 
fortitude  never  once  failed.  Wherever  he  went 
throughout  the  island  to  give  missions,  a  certain 
person,  named  Marco  Aurelio,  appeared,  who  called 
himself  chancellor  of  the  pretended  king  Theodore. 
This  man,  being  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  parti- 
sans, endeavoured  to  maintain  and  increase  his 
own  party ;  he  followed  Blessed  Leonard  wherever 
he  went,  and  gave  him  cause  to  pray  for  greater 
courage  when  he  began  to  preach,  for  he  knew  not 
why  he  was  followed  in  this  way.  During  the 
missions  given  in  Omessa,  he  had  preached  with 
extraordinary  fervour  against  the  evils  of  war  and 
enmity,  and  Marco  Aurelio  sent  to  tell  him  that  if 
he  did  not  cease  preaching  in  that  way,  that  they 
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should  have  a  renewal  in  Corsica  of  the  martyr* 
doms  in  Japan.  Blessed  Leonard,  when  he  was 
informed  of  this,  did  not  feel  the  least  intimidated, 
but  with  the  courage  of  a  hero  caused  Marco  to 
be  brought  into  his  presence,  when  the  man  who 
was  considered  so  bold  knew  not  what  to  say  to 
the  persuasive  eloquence  of  the  servant  of  God, 
who  in  an  imperious  tone  of  voice  desired  him  to 
kneel  down,  which  order  he  obeyed  instantly ;  then 
Blessed  Leonard  said  :  "  Hear  me,  you  obstinate 
sinner,  since  you  refuse  to  submit  to  grace,  at 
least  do  this ;  recite  every  day  a  Pater  noster  to  S. 
Vincent  Ferrer."  Then  sending  him  away,  he 
said :  "  Go,  take  yourself  out  of  my  sight."  Mar- 
co Aurelio  promised  to  say  this  short  prayer,  and 
went  away  much  humbled.  All  present  were 
astonished  at  the  courage  and  boldness  of  our  holy 
father  in  thus  speaking  to  the  man  who  was  the 
leader  of  the  factious  party,  and  caused  fear  wher- 
ever he  went. 

A  few  days  after  this  Blessed  Leonard  went  to 
Corti,  in  the  diocese  of  Aleria,  one  of  the  most 
considerable  places  in  the  island,  where  he  hegan 
a  mission.  The  governor  of  Bastia  was  informed 
that  a  letter  was  circulated  in  the  name  of  the 
missionary,  inviting  all  the  heads  of  the  factions, 
and  the  authorities,  to  meet  in  Corti  on  a  certain 
day,  to  hold  a  conference  concerning  the  peace 
of  the  island.  It  was  indeed  a  most  perilous  under- 
taking, but  they  all  obeyed  the  summons ;  and 
Blessed  Leonard,  armed  with  his  wonted  courage, 
ascended  the  platform,  declared  he  was  not  the 
writer,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  letter  circulated 
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in  his  name,  and  then  went  on  to  say,  "  It  is  a 
fiendish  plot,  and  whoever  is  the  author  may  be 
sure  that  he  will  be  held  accountable  for  the  sins 
comtnitted.,,  On  hearing  these  words,  the  chiefs  of 
the  different  parties  assembled  were  quite  aston- 
ished, and  remained  silent  for  a  moment,  when 
suddenly  a  simultaneous  cry  was  heard,  "  Peace, 
peace."  Marco  Aurelio  was  amongst  them,  and 
although  followed  by  a  numerous  band,  came  and 
knelt  at  the  feet  of  Blessed  Leonard,  confessed  that 
he  was  the  writer  of  the  letter,  and  in  obedience  to 
him  went  directly  to  the  governor  of  Bastia,  and 
having  promised  peace,  obtained  pardon.  Not  less 
intrepidity  did  Blessed  Leonard  manifest  in  Caccia, 
where  two  families  were  living  in  mortal  hatred 
and  enmity  ;  he  preached  so  forcibly  against  this 
vice,  that  they  resolved  to  be  reconciled.  The 
two  contending  parties  came  to  the  convent 
where  Blessed  Leonard  was  lodged.  As  one, 
however,  refused  to  admit  the  adjustment  of 
some  mutual  interest  which  the  other  proposed, 
they  both  took  arms,  one  of  them  seized  a 
gun,  and  was  about  to  fire  on  his  adversary, 
when  the  holy  father,  with  admirable  courage, 
rushed  between  them,  not  caring  to  lose  his  life 
if  he  saved  a  soul,  and  with  prayers  and  exhor- 
tations at  last  succeeded  in  quelling  the  tumult 
and  restoring  peace.  There  are  many  examples 
of  the  heroic  fortitude  shown  by  Blessed  Leonard 
in  overcoming  every  difficulty  which  might  be 
mentioned,  were  it  not  that  it  would  make  this 
history  too  long ;  sufficient  has  been  said,  how- 
ever, to  prove  how  heroically  he  was  endowed 
with  this  virtue. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

ON  THE  HUMILITY  AND  PATIENCE  OF  BLESSED  LEONARD. 

Humility  being  a  virtue  which  consists  in  hav- 
ing a  low  esteem  of  ourselves,  it  follows  that  ac- 
cording to  the  greater  or  less  knowledge  we  have 
of  our  worthlessness,  so  will  be  the  corresponding 
degree  of  our  humility;  thus  one  who  thinks  meanly 
of  himself  is  called  humble,  if  he  is  willing  that 
every  one  should  have  the  same  opinion  of  him,  he 
is  more  humble,  and  if  he  desires  and  seeks  to  be 
despised,  he  is  called  most  humble.  Blessed  Leo- 
ard  proved  that  he  possessed  the  virtue  of  hu- 
mility in  these  three  degrees,  so  that  not  only  had 
he  the  lowest  esteem  of  himself,  but  also  desired 
that  others  should  have  the  same,  and  sincerely 
loved  to  be  despised  and  abused  by  all.  The  low 
esteem  he  had  of  himself  clearly  appears  in  the 
"  Resolutions"  drawn  up  by  him,  which  came  from 
his  heart,  and  were  an  index  of  his  soul.  He  was 
never  heard  to  utter  a  word  which  redounded 
to  his  own  praise,  and  all  that  he  said  tended 
to  his  self-abasement.  Although  great  and  abun- 
dant fruit  was  gathered  from  his  preaching,  and 
still  more  from  his  virtuous  example,  and  although 
he  saw  himself  universally  applauded  and  es- 
teemed, he  never  became  vain-glorious,  but  was 
confused  and  covered  with  blushes,  attributing  it 
to  the  simplicity  of  the  people,  who  made  these 
demonstrations  of  satisfaction  because  they  knew 
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not  what  he  was.  It  often  happened  that  in 
walking  through  the  streets  the  people  crowded 
to  look  at  him,  kiss  his  hand,  and  impede  his 
progress,  but  he,  quite  abstracted,  seemed  un- 
conscious of  the  cause,  and  so  pursued  his  way. 

Sometimes  his  companions  asked  him  what  he 
thought  of  this  devotion  of  the  people,  and  he 
would  reply :  "  Brother,  they  are  very  simple  ; 
they  do  not  know  me ;  if  they  did  they  would 
not  make  these  demonstrations."  The  low  esteem 
he  had  of  himself  caused  him  to  be  most  humble 
to  every  one,  and  to  count  himself  the  worst  of 
men  was  a  usual  and  continual  thing  with  him. 
He  often  in  the  convent  knelt  in  the  presence  of 
the  community,  and  confessed  that  he  was  a  bro- 
ken reed,  and  that  whilst  he  was  promoting  the  sal- 
vation of  others,  and  inflaming  them  with  the  love 
of  God,  he  remained  cold  and  hard-hearted,  and 
begged  of  them  to  pray  to  God  to  grant  him  grace, 
that  in  preaching  to  others,  and  leading  them  to 
heaven,  he  might  not  be  a  castaway,  and  lose  his 
own  soul.  He  spoke  these  words  with  so  much 
feeling  and  weeping,  that  all  believed  they  came 
from  a  heart  truly  humble,  and  from  the  mouth 
of  one  who  esteemed  himself  worthless.  Wherever 
he  went  to  give  missions,  the  first  thing  he  did 
after  visiting  the  church,  was  to  go  to  the 
parish  priest  to  kiss  his  hand  and  ask  his 
blessing.  When  he  preached  the  sermon  on 
devotion  to  our  Blessed  Lady,  he  publicly  kissed 
the  feet  of  all  the  priests  present,  and  by  this  act 
of  humility  he  obtained  for  many  the  grace  to 
abandon  their  sins,  and  to  be  reconciled  to  their 
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enemies.  The  bishops  in  some  places  seeing  the 
edification  and  compunction  of  the  people,  rose 
from  their  thrones  after  the  sermon,  and  imitating 
his  example,  kissed  the  feet  of  those  persons  with 
whom  they  had  had  disagreements.  Not  only  did 
Blessed  Leonard  show  himself  humble  toward  his 
superiors,"but  also  to  those  inferior  to  him,  asking 
their  opinion,  and  following  their  advice.  His 
answer  to  those,  even  simple  laymen,  who  gave 
him  advice,  generally  was  this:  "Yes,  brother, 
you  are  right,  I  shall  do  what  you  recommend." 
And  to  one  who  wrote  to  him,  saying  that  he 
hoped  the  success  of  the  missions  would  not 
make  him  vain-glorious,  he  replied  thus:  "I 
thank  you  for  the  warning  and  good  advice, 
which  I  much  need."  On  another  occasion 
his  companion  having  advised  him  to  vary 
his  sermons  a  little,  he  replied  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  doing  so,  for  it  would  serve  rather 
to  entice  the  people  than  to  profit  them  ;  but  after- 
wards reflecting  on  this  answer,  the  following  day 
he  knelt  at  the  feet  of  the  same  companion,  and 
asked  pardon  for  having  replied  in  that  manner, 
beseeching  him  to  take  pity  on  him  for  having 
caused  scandal  in  being  so  proud.  He  was  aware 
that  when  the  missions  were  ended  he  would  be 
followed  by  the  people  on  his  departure,  therefore 
he  set  off  before  day-break  without  being  per- 
ceived ;  and  if  he  was  obliged  to  pass  through 
places  where  he  was  known,  he  drew  his  hood  over 
his  head,  and  walked  very  fast,  and  sometimes 
preferred  going  far  out  of  his  way  to  being  met  by 
any  one  whom  he  knew,  for  he  feared  the  hon- 
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ours  the  v  would  pay  him  more  than  the  worldling 
would  fear  affronts  and  ill  usage.  When  he  gave 
missions  in  Port  Maurice,  his  native  place,  his  fel- 
low citizens  wished  to  have  his  portrait,  as  he 
appeared  in  the  attitude  of  preaching,  and  it  was 
taken  unknown  to  him.  When  it  was  finished 
they  brought  it  to  him,  and  asked  if  he  could  tell 
who  it  resembled.  On  looking  at  the  picture  he 
became  quite  confused,  and  turning  to  them,  said : 
"What  have  you  done?  may  God  forgive  you." 
He  wept,  and  seemed  so  distressed,  that  his 
friends  were  touched  with  compunction,  and  much 
edified,  and  said  one  to  the  other  :  "  We  believed 
we  were  doing  something  to  please  Father  Leo- 
nard, and  we  have  made  him  weep."  He  was 
much  displeased  when  he  perceived  that  any  one, 
in  devotion,  had  cut  off  a  bit  of  his  habit  or 
cloak,  and  endeavoured  to  lessen  the  high  regard 
they  had  for  him  by  saying  something  to  make 
them  despise  him.  When  he  was  preaching  in 
Arpino,  a  person  who  stood  near  dexterously  cut 
off  a  piece  of  his  habit,  which  when  he  perceived 
he  said  in  a  contemptuous  tone,  as  disdaining  the 
act,  u  You  have  gained  much*  Go  away ;  you 
are  rich  indeed ! "  In  the  same  town  they  changed 
his  pilgrim's  staff  for  another,  and  kept  it  as  a 
relic.  When  he  had  ended  his  sermon  he  per- 
ceived on  taking  it  that  it  was  not  his  own,  but 
had  been  changed,  artd  he  said,  shrugging  his 
shoulders,  "Ah!  I  see  the  simplicity  of  these 
people;  such  a  staff  will  be  very  useful  when 
they  gather  their  figs."  In  this  way  he  endea- 
voured to  show  the  contempt  in  which  he  held 
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himself,  and  his  desire  that  others  should  feel  the 
same. 

He  was  always  more  willing  to  hear  the  con- 
fessions of  the  poor  than  the  rich,  and  exhorted 
his  companions  to  the  same  desire,  giving  this  rea- 
son, that  they  ought  to  receive  and  hear  the 
poor  more  readily,  since  the  rich  could  suit  their 
convenience  whenever  they  pleased,  being  always 
able  to  find  time  and  a  confessor,  but  not  so  the 
poor.  This  love  of  self-abasement  induced  him 
to  put  an  end  to  all  communication  with  persons 
of  distinction  who  had  been  his  intimate  friends ; 
and  if  circumstances  obliged  him  to  meet  them, 
he  simply  satisfied  their  wishes,  and  took  leave 
of  them  as  soon  as  possible.  He  used  to  say  on 
this  subject :  "  It  is  not  for  a  religious  who  hum- 
bly professes  to  follow  the  teaching  of  the  cross 
to  be  seen  every  day  in  the  palaces  of  noblemen, 
and  seem  ambitious  of  corresponding  with  the  great 
people  in  the  world."  Being  asked  by  one  of  his 
community,  why  in  some  of  his  discourses  he  in- 
troduced extracts  from  books  of  sermons  well 
k  nown,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  the  authors 
by  which  he  exposed  himself  to  the  danger  of 
being  called  a  copyist,  he  replied,  smiling :  "  And 
what  does  it  matter  if  they  do  call  me  a  copyist  ? 
I  know  that  if  I  were  to  spend  time  and  thought 
I  should  never  succeed  in  expressing  myself  so 
well  as  the  authors  from  which  I  have  borrowed ; 
why,  then,  do  you  wish  that  I  should  give  them 
that  which  is  not  so  well  adapted  for  the  good 
of  their  souls  ?  This  would  give  me  concern*  but 
I  care  not  to  be  taken  for  an  ignorant  copyist." 
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He  rejoiced  whenever  he  was  made  contemptible 
in  the  esteem  of  men ;  and  when  anything  oc- 
curred to  humble  him,  he  used  to  say  :  "  Humble 
thyself,  proud  man."  On  one  occasion  when  he 
went  to  the  solitude  dell'  Incontro  to  perform  his 
spiritual  exercises,  he  gave  a  signal  proof  of  his  won- 
derful humility.  I  shall  relate  it  in  the  words  of  the 
president  of  that  sanctuary,  who  has  left  it  thus 
written  :  "  When  I  was  president  of  the  solitude 
dell'  Incontro,  Father  Leonard  came  to  perform 
the  exercises,  along  with  Brother  Diego ;  one 
morning  they  were  both  kneeling  in  the  refectory, 
Father  Leonard  accusing  himself  of  his  faults,  when 
I  was  seized  with  a  sudden  desire  to  try  his  spirit, 
and  amongst  other  things  said  this  :  '  You  seem  to 
be  a  great  man,  Father  Leonard,  on  account  of 
your  missions,  and,  because  you  have  preached  a 
few  sermons  all  wish  to  have  you,  and  proclaim 
you  to  be  a  great  missionary.  Ah  !  what  pride 
you  must  have  in  your  heart ;  rise  then,  Brother 
Diego,  stand  up  and  put  your  foot  on  his  neck,  and 
say,  "  Father  Leonard,  humble  yourself."  '  I  had 
no  sooner  pronounced  the  words  than  I  felt  com- 
punction, and  said  to  myself  *  What  have  I  done  V 
However,  I  soon  found  that  my  words  had  been  for 
his  spiritual  good,  for  he  was  quite  composed,  re- 
signed, and  in  peace,  and  with  a  joyful  counte- 
nance he  turned  to  me,  and  said  :  '  May  Almighty 
God  reward  you/  "  This  same  president  fre- 
quently exercised  him  in  similar  acts  of  humilia- 
tion, but  he  was  never  disturbed,  and  always 
thanked  him  with  all  his  heart.  He  con- 
stantly  desired  that  all  things  might  tend  to  his 
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self-abasement,  and  has  left  it  thus  written :  "  I 
desire  to  be  despised  and  treated  with  contempt, 
abused  and  trodden  under  foot  like  dirt,  and  I 
pray  to  God  that  I  may  die  in  some  obscure 
place  where  I  am  supposed  to  be  a  reprobate,  and 
my  body  thrown  into  a  ditch  without  honour." 
That  he  loved  self-abasement  appears  from  the 
fact  that  he  obtained  the  promise  from  the  two 
holy  pontiffs  Clement  XII.,  and  Benedict  XFV., 
that  he  might  never  bo  raised  to  superiority  in  the 
order,  contented  to  go  always  barefoot,  dressed 
like  a  beggar,  with  a  patched  habit,  and  employed 
in  the  lowest  office  in  the  monastery,  subject  to 
all,  and  depending  on  the  will  and  opinion  of 
others,  even  when  he  was  on  a  mission.  During 
the  holy  year  he  went  every  Sunday  to  the  palace 
by  order  of  the  Pope  Benedict  XIV.,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  honour  and  affection;  his 
companion  on  returning  with  him  after  a  secret 
conference,  asked  him  what  became  of  his  hu- 
mility when  he  was  treated  in  this  way  by  the 
vicar  of  Christ ;  he  replied :  "  Listen,  brother, 
whatever  God  does  with  a  miserable  creature  such 
as  I  am,  He  does  in  His  clemency  and  goodness. 
However,  I  should  have  rejoiced  much  if  his  Holi- 
ness had  well  mortified  me,  calling  me  a  hypocrite, 
deceiver,  and  ruffian,  and  had  driven  me  from  his 
presence,  forbidding  me  ever  to  approach  the  pa- 
lace ;  and  indeed  every  time  I  go  there  I  am  pre- 
pared to  receive  some  great  mortification,  for  I 
know  too  well  that  I  deserve  it,  and  shall  deem 
myself  truly  happy  if  ever  this  comes  to  pass." 
With  the  same  sentiments  he  received  every 
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demonstration  of  veneration  and  esteem  from  the 
people  in  the  places  through  which  he  passed,  or 
wherever  he  lived,  or  was  employed  in  giving 
missions.  The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
was  so  great,  not  only  by  the  common  people,  but 
by  those  of  the  highest  rank,  that  wherever  he  went 
he  was  received  and  venerated  as  a  saint.  In 
Tuscany  and  elsewhere  he  was  called  an  Apostle; 
in  Corsica  he  was  never  called  by  any  other  name 
but  that  of  the  holy  father;  in  Tuscany  they 
praised  him  as  an  "Apostolic  man,"  and  an  "Angel 
of  the  Lord."  In  the  diocese  of  Lucca  and  Aquila, 
when  he  arrived  at  a  town  they  rang  the  bells 
joyously,  and  the  inhabitants,  leaving  their  work, 
assembled  to  receive  his  blessing,  and  with  them 
came  the  clergy,  even  when  he  was  not  going  to 
give  a  mission  there.  In  Rome  he  was  followed 
by  the  people  whenever  he  appeared,  and  the  chil- 
dren ran  to  kiss  his  hands  or  his  cloak,  and  be- 
came quiet  and  orderly  whenever  they  saw  him 
approaching. 

In  the  holy  year  of  1750,  when  the  chapter-gen- 
general  of  the  Franciscan  order  was  held  in  the 
church  of  Araceli,  all  the  religious  of  the  order  in 
Rome  walked  together  in  procession  to  S.  Peter's, 
amongst  them  was  Blessed  Leonard.  So  great  was 
the  crowd  assembled  to  behold  him,  that  their  pro- 
gress was  impeded,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
they  reached  the  Vatican.  When  they  came  out 
the  crowd  pressed  round  him,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  a  guard  of  soldiers  to  escort  him 
to  the  capitol,  and  in  the  visits  to  the  other 
basilicas  it  was  deemed  proper  to  leave  him  in  the 
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convent,  to  prevent  disorders  arising  from  the  con- 
course  of  people.  The  esteem  and  veneration  of 
the  people  for  him  reached  such  an  extreme  point, 
that  he  who  succeeded  in  procuriug  a  small 
piece  of  his  habit,  or  anything  belonging  to  him, 
was  considered  as  supremely  blest.  Whenever 
he  appeared  in  public,  they  cut  off  pieces  of  his 
habit,  and  frequently  managed  to  change  his 
cloak  for  a  new  one.  His  girdle,  crucifix,  a 
wooden  cross  with  points  of  iron,  which  he  used 
to  wear  on  his  breast,  his  rosary,  discipline,  and 
everything  he  used,  were  all  exchanged  in  turn ; 
they  even  took  the  towel  he  used  for  his  hands, 
the  sandals  he  put  on  when  he  approached  the 
altar,  considering  them  as  relics,  and  preserving 
them  with  devotion.  Not  only  was  it  the  simple 
and  poor  who  held  him  in  such  veneration,  but 
those  also  of  the  intellectual  and  higher  classes,  for 
when  he  gave  a  mission  in  Ferrara  in  1746,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  place,  to  satisfy  the  devotion  of  the 
people,  had  his  picture  engraved  and  distributed ; 
many  copies  were  sent  to  places  at  a  distance. 
The  Duke  of  Sant'  Aignan,  at  that  time  the  French 
ambassador  in  Rome,  begged  the  crucifix  which 
Blessed  Leonard  had  worn  on  his  missions,  he  also 
had  his  portrait  taken  by  a  first-rate  artist,  and 
carried  both  to  his  country  as  treasures.  Her  ma- 
jesty, the  Queen  Mary  Clementina  of  England,  a 
most  virtuous  and  pious  princess,  desired  to  consult 
him  on  points  of  conscience,  and  to  have  his  advice 
concerning  the  attainment  of  the  high  state  of 
perfection  to  which  she  aspired.  But  overwhelmed 
as  he  was  by  these  honours  and  testimonials  of 
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esteem,  this  meek  and  humble  servant  of  God  never 
became  vain-glorious,  or  ceased  to  have  a  low 
opinion  of  himself ;  even  amid  these  acclamations 
and  the  deep  reverence  paid  to  him,  his  only  desire 
was  to  remain  obscure,  or  to  be  treated  with  con- 
tempt, and  despised. 

The  patience  of  Blessed  Leonard  may  be  said 
to  equal  his  humility,  for  his  self-abasement  made 
him  ready  and  willing  to  endure  any  calamity 
which  might  befall  him.  With  what  patience  he 
exercised  his  apostolic  ministry  for  so  many  years, 
we  have  already  given  sufficient  evidence ;  it  re- 
mains only  to  add  that  whatever  he  had  to  en- 
counter, whether  adverse  or  prosperous,  he  re- 
ceived it  with  the  same  joy  and  cheerfulness  as 
coming  from  the  hand  of  God. 

His  father,  then  a  very  old  man,  came  to  visit 
him  at  the  convent,  and  although  many  years  had 
passed  since  they  had  seen  each  other,  the  supe- 
rior ordered  him  to  be  sent  away  at  the  end  of 
three  days ;  he  obeyed  without  uttering  a  com- 
plaint, or  showing  the  least  sign  of  sorrow,  al- 
though the  order  was  inconsiderate,  and  he  felt 
sure  that  he  should  never  see  his  father  again ; 
and  so  it  happened.  When  he  was  going  on  one 
occasion  to  the  Monte  della  Verna  with  the  father 
superior  of  Prato,  to  the  provincial  chapter  which 
was  to  be  held  there,  they  were  overtaken  by  a 
heavy  shower  of  sain.  Just  as  they  reached  a  vil- 
lage where  they  were  not  known,  Blessed  Leonard 
said,  "  Now  that  we  have  arrived  at  this  place 
where  we  know  not  any  one  likely  to  admit  us  into 
their  house,  dripping  wet  as  we  are,  if  they 
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refuse  to  look  at  us,  and  if  they  send  us  away, 
shall  we  bear  it  patiently  and  willingly?"  His 
companion  replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  but  if  it  was,  he  should 
feel  much  displeased.  Then  the  servant  of  God 
said,  "  If  it  should  happen,  as  I  anticipate,  wo 
ought  to  rejoice,  for  in  this  consists  the  perfection 
of  *  Friars  Minor/  as  our  holy  father  S.  Francis 
taught  Brother  Leone."  As  he  predicted  so  it  hap- 
pened, for  on  arriving  late,  and  knocking  at  the 
door  of  a  cottage,  they  were  refused  admittance, 
as  the  occupants  were  poor,  and  could  not  accom- 
modate them.  From  thence  they  went  to  a  largo 
house,  where  they  were  received  most  rudely  by  a 
servant,  who,  however,  gave  them  a  truss  of  straw 
to  dry  themselves,  and  led  them  into  a  stable; 
but  in  a  short  time  she  returned,  and  told  them 
in  an  angry  tone  to  go  away,  for  she  could  not 
allow  them  to  remain  without  her  master's  leave ; 
they  were  forced  to  leave  their  miserable  shel- 
ter. The  companion  complained  of  the  treatment 
they  had  received,  but  Blessed  Leonard  said 
quite  joyously :  "  This  is  the  time  to  merit ;  this 
is  a  favour  from  the  beneficent  hand  of  God,  and 
shall  we  refuse  to  receive  it  ?  Come,  let  us  go, 
He  will  provide  for  us."  And  thus  it  happened; 
for  on  leaving  the  stable  they  were  met  by  a 
person  who  gave  them  a  lodging  for  the  night, 

He  was  once  in  the  infirmary  in  consequence  of 
a  wound  in  his  foot,  which  kept  him  in  bed.  Being 
visited  by  a  religious,  be  asked  him  how  be  felt ; 
he  replied  joyfully:  "Very  well."  « How  can 
you  be  well,"  said  the  other,  "  when  you  are  suf- 
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fering  so  much  from  your  foot,  that  you  cannot 
move  ?"  He  replied :  "  1  am  doing  the  will  of  God, 
and  he  who  does  that  holy  will  must  be  well." 
This  great  principle  was  so  fixed  in  his  heart, 
that  he  was  never  seen  to  be  the  least  disturbed 
or  impatient,  even  in  the  most  unforseen  and  un- 
lucky accidents.  In  the  exercise  of  his  apostolic 
ministry  he  found  many  occasions  of  showing 
this  virtue,  for  he  often  received  treatment  little 
pleasing  to  man,  which  he  endured  without  ever 
losing  the  tranquil  composure  usual  to  him. 
In  1743,  when  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Genoa, 
he  received  orders  from  Rome  to  go  to  Nizza  di 
Provenza  immediately.  When  he  arrived  there, 
although  the  people  received  him  very  well  at 
first,  and  seemed  disposed  to  promote  the  mis- 
sion, and  although  they  had  requested  that  he 
might  be  sent  there,  still  they  were  now  quite 
opposed  to  him,  and  refused  to  give  the  mission- 
aries an  audience,  and  gave  him  to  understand 
that  they  wished  him  to  return  from  whence  he 
came.  His  companions  were  quite  astonished  at 
this  unexpected  reception,  and  much  troubled ; 
but  Blessed  Leonard,  with  his  usual  composure, 
said  to  them :  "  Almighty  God  has  now  made 
the.  balance  even ;  the  applause  we  met  with  in 
Genoa  might  have  made  us  vain-glorious,  so  here 
we  are  rejected.  This  opposition  is  sent  to  make 
us  humble."  Without  feeling  the  least  irritated 
he  caused  everything  to  be  packed  up  that  had 
been  brought  for  the  mission,  and  left  the  place, 
making  it  evident  that  he  had  humility  sufficient 
to  be  abased,  and  patience  to  suffer  in  peace,  and 
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joy  the  opposition  he  had  met  with,  and  that  he 
was  adorned  with  every  virtue,  the  possession  of 
which  constitutes  holiness.  We  have  hitherto 
treated  of  the  various  virtues  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
it  now  remains  to  tell  of  the  supernatural  gifts 
bestowed  upon  him  by  God. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

ON  THE  GIFT  OF  PROPHECY  AND  DISCERNMENT  OF 
SPIRITS  WITH  WHICH  BLESSED  LEONARD  WAS  ENDOTO). 

Amongst  the  gifts  and  graces  spoken  of  by 
S.  Paul  in  the  12th  chapter  of  the  1st  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians,  as  those  which  Almighty 
God  grants  to  some,  is  that  of  prophecy  and 
discerning  spirits,  and  with  this  gift*  our  holy 
Father  was  abundantly  endowed.  Many  facts 
in  proof  of  this  might  be  adduced,  but  I  shall 
briefly  refer  to  a  few.  In  the  year  1750  Gius- 
tina  Capodacque  Parenti  having  come  from  Capis- 
trella  to  Rome  for  the  jubilee,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th  of  November  went  to  the  church 
of  S.  Buonaventura  to  make  her  confession  to 
Blessed  Leonard.  She  was  already  known  to 
him,  and  he  enjoined  her  to  visit  the  "  Way  of 
the  Cross,"  and  come  to  him  after  breakfast. 
Giustina  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  to  do 
so,  for  her  companions  were  waiting  for  her,  and 
in  haste  to  depart.  Blessed  Leonard  replied: 
"  Since  you  cannot  come  back  to-day,  come  to- 
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morrow she  told  him  she  could  not  come  back 
for  three  days,  when  he  continued :  <c  My  child, 
you  must  come  to  me  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  or 
never."  Giustina  declared  that  she  would  have 
time  to  return,  for  she  was  to  stay  in  Rome  for 
some  weeks.  Blessed  Leonard  ended  by  saying : 
"No,  you  cannot;  I  know  that  you  are  not  to 
leave  Rome  so  soon,  but  if  you  do  not  return  to- 
day or  to-morrow  you  will  never  be  here  again 
to  see  me,  or  any  one  else."  Giustina  then  left 
the  church,  and  related  what  had  occurred  to  her 
sisters,  said  that  Father  Leonard  had  terrified 
her,  and  she  feared  that  something  would  happen 
to  prevent  her  again  visiting  that  church.  In 
fact,  two  days  after,  although  at  the  time  of  the 
prediction  she  was  perfectly  well,  she  was  at- 
tacked by  a  severe  fever,  which  obliged  her 
to  keep  her  bed  for  many  days,  and  as  soon 
as  she  was  sufficiently  recovered,  she  was 
ordered  by  the  doctors  to  return  home  without 
delay,  which  she  did,  and  never  again  visited  the 
church  of  S.  Buonaventura,  as  Blessed  Leonard 
had  predicted.  Angela  Savelli,  of  Poggiomirteto, 
after  remaining  three  years  in  the  convent  of  S. 
Chiara,  in  Roccantica,  for  education,  returned 
home,  where  Blessed  Leonard,  who  was  giving  a 
mission  in  1741,  found  her,  and  exhorted  her  to 
return  to  the  same  convent  for  three  months,  to 
perform  all  the  spiritual  exercises,  and  think  seri- 
ously of  her  soul,  as  by  these  means  she  would 
learn  the  will  of  God  regarding  her  state  of  life. 
The  young  girl  obeyed,  and  was  taken  back  to 
the  convent  by  her  mother,  to  remain  for  three 
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months,  and  then  return  home.  When  the  time 
came  for  her  to  leave  the  convent  she  was  taken 
ill,  but  when  the  doctor  came  he  found  her  free 
from  fever  ;  however,  a  few  days  after  she  became 
worse,  and  at  noon  on  the  same  day,  to  the  won- 
der  of  all  who  had  heard  of  the  advice  given 
by  Blessed  Leonard,  she  passed  from  this  world 
peacefully,  and  in  dispositions  of  singular  devo- 
tion and  piety.  Maria  Francesca  Strafforello  was 
placed  in  the  convent  of  Port  Maurice,  her  native 
place,  for  education,  and  Blessed  Leonard  being 
there  on  a  mission  in  1743,  gave  at  the  same  time 
the  religious  exercises  in  the  convent,  where  he  had 
many  conversations  with  her.  Amongst  other 
things  which  he  exhorted  her  to  do,  one  was  to 
put  on  the  religious  habit,  to  observe  the  rule 
strictly,  to  be  diligent  in  the  acquisition  of  every 
virtue,  and  to  prepare  herself  for  eternity,  for 
before  she  was  twenty  years  of  age  an  accident 
would  happen  to  cause  her  death.  A  few  days 
after  the  young  girl  assumed  the  religious  habit, 
and  took  the  name  of  Sister  Anna  Yiolaote,  and 
always  remembering  what  the  missionary  had 
told  her,  lived  in  continual  fear,  and  when  she 
attained  her  nineteenth  year,  she  began  with 
much  devotion  to  prepare  for  death.  Amongst 
other  things  she  provided  herself  with  a  skull, 
which  she  kept  in  her  cell,  and  placing  it  before 
her  eyes,  employed  herself  in  continual  medita- 
tion, waiting  the  summons  of  her  God.  One  day 
she  was  suddenly  seized  with  inflammation,  and 
in  the  belief  that  death  was  approaching,  she  be- 
came more  than  ever  fervent  in  preparing  for  the 
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great  change,  and  related  to  the  nuns  for  the  first 
time  what  Blessed  Leonard  had  predicted  some 
years  before.  However,  she  recovered  from  this 
attack,  but  a  short  time  after  her  foot  became  in- 
flamed, in  consequence  of  one  of  her  toe  nails 
growing  into  the  flesh.  They  sent  for  a  surgeon, 
who  found  it  necessary  to  perform  a  painful  ope- 
ration, which  threw  her  into  convulsions,  and  she 
became  delirious.  No  remedy  could  be  found, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  days  she  died,  aged  nine- 
teen years  and  seven  months,  to  the  great  grief 
and  astonishment  of  the  sisters  who  deposed  to 
these  facts. 

In  the  same  convent,  and  on  the  same  occasion 
of  the  spiritual  exercises  being  given,  Anna  Gan- 
dolfi,  a  native  of  Port  Maurice,  consulted  Blessed 
Leonard  regarding  spiritual  things,  and  imparted 
to  him  her  desire  to  embrace  the  religious  life.  The 
father  heard  all  she  had  to  say,  and  then  replied : 
"You  will; never  be  a  nun;"  and  as  she  seemed 
displeased  at  this  reply,  and  declared  her  deter- 

•  urination,  from  which  no  one  had  ever  attempted 

*  to  turn  her,  he  added  :  "  Yes,  my  child  you  have 
&  now  the  desire  to  be  clothed  in  the  religious  habit, 
3  but  I  tell  you  for  all  that  you  will  never  be  a 
$  nun."  Blessed  Leonard  left  Port  Maurice,  and 
£      Anna  went  on  persevering  in  her  resolution  for 

two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  she  desired  to  be 
ft      received  into  the  community.    A  chapter  was 
\      held,  and  she  was  accepted  ;  everything  was  pre- 
i      pared  for  the  sacred  function,  which  was  to  take 
place  in  a  few  days.    In  the  meantime,  the  young 
girl  expressed  a  desire  to  quit  the  convent  to 
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take  leave  of  her  relatives,  declaring  that  she 
would  soon  return  to  the  cloister,  and  assume  the 
habit  she  so  much  desired  ;  however,  the  pleasure 
of  the  world  soon  allured  her,  she  thought  no 
more  of  becoming  a  nun,  married  a  gentleman  of 
Sanremo,  and  died  soon  after  in  the  bloom  of 
youth,  thus  verifying  the  prediction  of  Blessed 
Leonard. 

There  lived  in  the  convent  of  S.  Catherine  of 
San  Severino,  one  Angela  Rosalia  Servanzi,  a  peni- 
tent of  Blessed  Leonard.  She  was  in  perfect  health, 
when  one  day  he  told  her  to  prepare  for  eternity, 
as  her  death  was  near ;  and  so  it  happened. 
When  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Frascati,  Anna 
Antonia  di  Niccola  came  to  make  her  general 
confession  to  him.  When  he  had  heard  it  he 
said  to  her :  "  You  are  about  to  give  birth  to  a 
son ;  however,  he  will  not  be  for  you,  but  for 
Paradise. "  And  so  it  was,  for  in  the  course  of  time 
a  son  was  born  to  her,  who  died  before  he  was 
seven  months  old.  Not  less  extraordinary  was 
his  penetration  in  discerning  the  thoughts  of  his 
penitents,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  facts. 

Whilst  he  was  giving  missions  in  Aquila,  in 
1748,  a  man  came  to  the*  house  he  occupied,  with 
whom  he  had  travelled  some  time  before  in  going 
to  the  same  place ;  and  after  some  spiritual  con- 
versation begged  him  to  hear  his  confession.  The 
man  of  God  received  him  with  charity,  bid  him  take 
courage,  and  exhorted  him  to  make  a  good  con- 
fession, for  this  holy  inspiration  had  come  from 
God.  The  penitent  began  his  confession ;  seven 
months  had  passed  since  he  bad  frequented  the 
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sacraments ;  having  unburdened  his  conscience, 
or  seemed  to  have  done  so,  he  concluded  by 
saying  those  were  all  the  sins  he  could  call  to 
his  remembrance,  when  Father  Leonard  said  to 
him :  "  No,  my  son,  think  a  little  better,  make 
a  more  diligent  examination,  and  you  will  find 
something  more  to  confess/'  The  man  began  to 
reflect  more  seriously  on  his  past  life,  and  then 
said  that  he  remembered  nothing  else.  Then  the 
confessor  went  on  to  say :  "  But  do  you  not  re- 
member that  in  a  certain  month  and  on  a  certain 
day  you  committed  a  mortal  sin  V  The  penitent 
was  astonished  to  hear  his  sin  thus  minutely  re- 
corded, which  he  had  forgotten  ;  and  accusing 
himself,  received  absolution;  he  afterwards  re- 
lated what  had  happened  to  many  persons,  and 
after  the  death  of  Blessed  Leonard  gave  his  evi- 
dence juridically,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  His 
servant.  When  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  An- 
cona,  Father  Sanzi,  prior  of  the  Camaldolese, 
came  to  hear  him  preach,  and  in  listening  to  his 
sermons,  felt  some  doubts  arise,  which  he  deter- 
mined to  make  known  to  the  missionary.  When 
the  sermon  was  ended,  and  Blessed  Leonard  came 
clown  from  the  pulpit,  he  drew  the  father  prior 
on  one  side,  and,  to  his  great  astonishment,  told 
him  of  the  doubts  that  troubled  his  mind,  and 
very  soon  put  them  to  flight. 

In  the  convent  of  Levanto  there  was  a  young  re- 
ligious who  desired  to  confess  to  Blessed  Leonard. 
He  went  accordingly  to  the  convent,  and  heard 
the  confessions  of  the  nuns.  The  young  woman 
above  mentioned  went  in  her  turn,  made  her 
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confession,  and  seemed  quite  contented,  but  on 
going  over  the  examination  of  conscience  again 
she  felt  scruples,  and  was  much  troubled.  After 
having  heard  all  the  confessions  of  the  commu- 
nity, Blessed  Leonard  sent  for  her,  and  desired 
her  to  make  her  confession  again,  and  sent  her 
away  much  consoled,  and  filled  with  wonder. 

He  was  preaching  on  one  occasion  in  the  Cam- 
pagna,  near  Rome,  and  amongst  many  who  came 
to  confess  to  him,  was  one  who  some  jears  before 
had  secretly  committed  a  murder,  which  he  had 
never  had  courage  to  confess.  Many  times  he  knelt 
at  the  feet  of  his  confessor,  and  was  about  to 
confess  this  great  sin,  when  the  devil  tempted  him 
with  various  suggestions,  and  prevented  him,  and 
he  added  sin  to  sin  by  making  many  sacrilegious 
confessions  and  communions. 

Blessed  Leonard  arrived  in  the  town  to  give  a 
mission,  and  the  unfortunate  man,  tormented  with 
remorse  of  conscience  in  listening  to  the  sermons, 
became  utterly  miserable.  He  determined,  however, 
to  confess  his  crime,  and  disclose  his  sin  to  the 
missionary.  Accordingly,  he  went  to  the  man  of 
God,  began  his  confession,  accusing  himself  of 
various  sins,  but  when  he  was  about  to  reveal  the 
murder  he  was  again  tempted  by  the  devil,  and 
had  not  courage  to  accuse  himself,  and  so  ended 
his  confession.  The  good  father  encouraged  him, 
and  told  him  to  go  on,  for  he  was  there  to  hear 
and  absolve  him  from  all  sin ;  but  the  wretched 
man,  yielding  to  the  diabolical  suggestions,  replied 
that  he  had  confessed  all  that  troubled  his  con- 
science.   On  hearing  this,  Blessed  Leonard  said 


Digitized  by  Google 


BLESSED  LEONARD. 


315 


to  him  :  "  Since  you  have  not  courage  to  confess 
your  sin,  I  will  prompt  you."  He  went  on  to 
say ;  "  My  brother,  you  have  a  garden,  in 
which  some  years  ago,  in  a  certain  month, 
and  on  a  certain  day,  a  man  came  in  the  dark 
to  steal  your  artichokes.  You  were  keeping 
guard  over  your  garden,  and  had  collected 
some  stones  together,  and  threw  one  of  them 
at  his  head,  and  killed  him  on  the  spot.  Find- 
ing that  you  had  murdered  him,  you  dug  a  hole 
under  a  fig-tree,  and  buried  his  body.  This  deed, 
although  it  was  not  seen  by  man,  is  written  on 
high,  and  you  have  never  had  the  courage  to  con- 
fess it ;  do  so  now,  that  you  may  receive  pardon 
from  Almighty  God,  who  has  mercifully  waited 
for  you  so  long."  It  may  be  imagined  what  the 
wretched  man  felt  when  he  heard  what  had  been 
done  so  many  years  before,  thus  minutely  recorded, 
with  all  the  circumstances,  which  could  only  be 
known  to  God;  but  he  felt  assured,  although 
almost  out  of  his  senses,  that  the  Lord  Almighty 
had,  for  the  good  of  his  soul,  revealed  it  to  His 
servant.  He  quickly  made  a  good  confession,  and 
some  years  afterwards,  meeting  with  two  monks 
of  the  same  order  as  Blessed  Leonard,  he  related 
to  them  the  facts,  and  declared  his  deep  obligation 
to  him  for  being  the  means  of  saving  his  soul. 

In  1748,  having  ended  the  missions  in  Arpino 
with  great  profit  to  the  people,  the  nuns  estab- 
lished there  wished  to  hear  him  preach,  and 
to  obtain  advice  concerning  their  spiritual  well- 
being,  and  the  means  of  attaining  perfection. 
They  requested  him,  therefore,  to  visit  their 
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convent,  and  one  of  the  community,  who  was 
advanced  in  years,  came  the  first  to  consult  him 
respecting  her  soul,  without  the  intention  of  con- 
fessing,  and  told  him  she  had  nothing  on  her 
conscience.  He  listened  for  some  time,  and  at 
last  interrupted  her,  saying:  "My  daughter,  I 
have  no  time  to  lose,  you  have  something  to 
confess,  for  when  you  were  very  young  you  com- 
mitted a  certain  sin,  which  you  have  always 
forgotten  to  mention  in  your  confessions.  Is  it 
not  so  ?  Now  make  your  confession,  and  I  am 
ready  to  give  you  absolution."  The  nun  on 
hearing  this  remembered  the  fault  she  had  com- 
mitted, which,  however,  she  had  never  confessed 
from  forgetfulness,  she  was  at  first  lost  in  amaze- 
ment, but  as  soon  as  she  had  recovered,  she  re- 
turned thanks  to  God  for  having  sent  a  man  who 
had  penetrated  her  conscience,  and  after  the  death 
of  Blessed  Leonard  attested  the  fact  juridically. 

Many  others  have  also  declared  that  Blessed 
Leonard  in  hearing  their  confessions  was  so 
gifted  with  discretion  and  discernment,  that  he 
frequently  reminded  them  of  sins*  they  had  not 
courage  to  confess,  or  had  entirely  forgotten.  It 
would  be  too  long  to  mention  all  the  instances, 
therefore  I  shall  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the 
other  graces  and  gifts  which  God  was  pleased  to 
bestow  on  His  servant. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

OP  OTHER  SUPERNATURAL  GIFTS  BESTOWED  BY  GOD 
ON  BLESSED  LEONARD. 

Our  holy  father  does  not  appear  to  have  pos- 
sessed the  gift  of  tongues,  or  to  have  been  able  to 
make  himself  understood  by  people  of  various 
nations,  nor  was  this  essential  to  him,  since  ho 
never  left  Italy  to  preach  to  other  people.  However, 
Almighty  God  gave  so  much  force  to  his  voice,  that 
he  made  many  wonderful  conversions,  softening  the 
hearts  of  the  most  hardened  and  obdurate  sinners. 
Sufficient  evidence  is  given  of  this  in  the  first  part 
of  this  history,  in  giving  an  account  of  his  mis- 
sions, as  also  the  authentic  testimony  of  those  in 
authority,  which  is  found  at  the  end  of  his  life,  writ- 
ten by  F.  Raffaele  of  Rome,  a  religious  in  the  same 
convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  a  contemporary  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  pon- 
tiff Benedict  XIV.,  published  in  Rome  in  1754. 
This  true  testimonial  assures  us  of  his  virtue  and 
holiness,  and  cardinal  Guadagni,  at  that  time  the 
pope's  vicar,  thus  writes:  "The  word  of  God 
came  with  such  force  from  his  lips,  that  all  who 
heard  him  were  touched  with  compunction." 
Monsignore  Don  Ferdinando  Romualdo  Giuccioli, 
archbishop  of  Ravenna,  expressed  himself  in  the 
following  terms :  "  The  power  of  his  voice,  and 
the  fame  of  his  virtue,  together  made  a  wonderful 
impression  on  all  hearts.    In  short,  if  he  had  not, 
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as  we  have  said,  the  gift  of  tongues,  he  worked 
miracles  by  the  power  and  sweetness  of  his  preach- 
ing ;  we  may  justly  say  that  God  "  dedit  voci  suae 
vocem  virtutis,"  and  that  the  voice  of  Blessed 
Leonard  was  "  Vox  Domini  in  virtute,  vox  Domini 
in  magnificentia,  vox  Domini  confrigentis  cedros." 
His  voice  was  always  sonorous  and  penetrating, 
and  was  heard  at  a  great  distance,  and  sometimes 
he  seemed  to  have  the  power  of  making  himself 
understood,  when  preaching  in  Italian,  by  those 
who  knew  not  a  word  of  the  language.  Whilst  he 
was  giving  the  mission  in  Assisi,  at  the  German 
Conservatorio  in  that  town,  there  was  a  young  girl 
named  Maria  Cebidaure  Adleri,  who  was  placed 
there  for  her  education,  and  afterwards  became  a 
nun  in  the  convent  of  the  Assumption  at  San  Giusto.  - 
She  had  come  from  Germany  a  short  time  before 
the  mission,  and  knowing  nothing  of  the  Italian 
language,  refused  to  attend  the  sermons ;  however 
the  confessor  obliged  her  to  go,  when,  to  her  great 
astonishment  she  felt  that  she  understood  the 
sermon  quite  well,  and  when  she  returned  home, 
repeated  the  greater  part  of  it  in  her  own  lan- 
guage most  clearly  and  distinctly. 

It  pleased  God  also  to  give  him  power  over  the 
elements.  When  it  threatened  rain,  he  desired  it 
would  keep  off  until  the  sacred  function  was  fin- 
ished, that  the  people  who  came  from  a  distance  to 
attend  the  mission  might  not  be  prevented  attend- 
ing it.  In  1744  he  was  giving  missions  in  Vioreg- 
gio,  in  the  diocese  of  Lucca,  and  as  the  church  was 
not  large  enough  to  contain  the  number  of  people 
who  came  from  the  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
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was  obliged  to  preach  in  the  Piazza.  One  day  when 
the  people  were  assembled  expecting  the  sermon, 
it  became  suddenly  dark,  and  the  rain  fell  in  tor- 
rents, and  all  ran  to  seek  shelter,  so  that  it  became 
impossible  for  him  to  preach  in  the  open  air,  or  for 
the  country  people  to  return  home.  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, in  compassion  towards  them,  and  being  desi- 
rous that  they  should  hear  the  word  of  God,  opened 
the  window  of  the  room  in  which  he  was,  and  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross  in  the  air.  To  the  astonish- 
ment of  all,  the  rain  instantly  ceased,  the  clouds 
dispersed,  and  the  sun  shone  brightly  and  clear,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  preach  in  the  Piazza,  and  all 
returned  home,  praising  and  magnifying  God  in 
His  servant.  In  another  place,  whilst  he  was 
preaching,  a  fearful  thunderstorm  came  on,  which 
terrified  the  audience,  and  torrents  of  rain  began 
to  fall ;  he  desired  them  to  say  a  Pater  and  Ave, 
and  immediately  the  storm  abated,  and  the  rain 
ceased.  This  happened  also  in  Monticelli,  in  the 
diocese  of  Tivoli,  in  Port  Maurice,  his  native  place, 
and  elsewhere. 

He  had  dominion  also  over  the  devil,  as  we 
shall  see  from  the  following  fact.  In  1742,  when 
he  was  giving  the  mission  in  Piperno,  a  platform 
was  raised  near  the  high  altar,  on  which  he  was 
to  preach ;  it  was  constructed  of  boards,  supported 
by  poles  tied  together ;  and  one  of  the  confraternity 
of  the  Saccone  knelt  at  his  side,  holding  a  cruci- 
fix. One  day  Tiburzio  Zaccaglione  was  performing 
this  office,  out  of  devotion  ;  he  noticed  that  when 
Blessed  Leonard  had  half  finished  his  sermon  he 
stopped,  and  stamping  with  his  feet,  said  these 
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words:  "What,  have  you  not  done  yet,  beast?" 
Tiburzio  was  astonished,  and  knew  not  what  he 
meant,  but  hearing  a  whispering  in  the  crowd  as- 
sembled below,  he  enquired  into  the  cause,  and 
found  that  all  the  ropes  which  bound  the  poles  to- 
gether were  taken  away,  they  knew  not  how,  or  bv 
whom,  and  they  feared  the  platform  would  fall  with 
the  missionary,  and  all  who  stood  upon  it ;  this 
would  naturally  have  been  the  case,  but  Blessed 
Leonard,  although  he  was  aware  of  it,  continued  his 
sermon,  pacing  up  arid  down  on  the  platform  as 
usual,  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  In  fact,  tbe 
people,  seeing  the  cords  cut  in  pieces,  became 
alarmed,  but  the  platform  remained  firm  in  its 
place  without  falling,  as  they  expected.  They 
could  only  suppose  that  the  cutting  of  the  ropes 
was  the  work  of  the  devil,  to  interrupt  the 
sacred  function,  and  that  Almighty  God  had  in- 
terposed, and  miraculously  preserved  them  from 
the  assaults  of  the  enemy  of  mankind.  All  were 
agreed  in  this  opinion,  for  no  person  had  been  seen 
to  cut  the  ropes,  and  they  were  confirmed  in  it 
when  Tiburzio  told  them  of  the  words  uttered  by 
Blessed  Leonard  when  he  had  paused  in  his  ser- 
mon, which  words  he  could  not  then  understand. 
He  and  all  assembled  were  persuaded  that  when  he 
spoke  and  stamped  with  his  feet,  the  devil  was  at 
work  cutting  the  ropes,  and  to  confound  him,  he 
obtained  the  miraculous  interposition  of  God. 

When  he  gave  a  mission  in  Porto  di  Fermo, 
Don  Giovanni,  parish  priest  of  Tochiano,  saw 
Blessed  Leonard  raised  two  feet  from  the  ground 
whilst  he  was  praying  before  a  crucifix,  and  from 
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that  time  he  held  him  in  such  high  esteem,  that 
he  regarded  him  as  a  most  holy  man,  and  a 
servant  of  God.  He  was  also  seen  bj  a  priest 
at  Montecchio,  when  he  was  preaching  in  the 
piazza,  walking  across  the  platform,  without  touch- 
ing it  with  his  feet,  and  standing  for  some  time 
raised  a  foot  above  it..  Tho  same  priest  also 
declared  that  he  seated  himself  on  the .  highest 
step  of  the  platform  to  listen  to  the  sermon,  to 
assure  himself  of  this  fact.  The  Preposto  of 
Dulcedo,  a  learned  and  good  man,  on  one  occa- 
sion went  to  Port  Maurice  to  visit  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, who  was  giving  a  mission  there  ;  and  he  de- 
clares that  on  entering  the  house,  and  opening  the 
door  of  the  room  in  which  he  was  very  quietly, 
he  beheld  him  surrounded  by  bright  rays  of  light ; 
lost  in  wonder  and  fear  he  closed  the  door,  and 
went  away  without  speaking  to  him,  reserving 
what  he  had  to  say  for  another  occasion.  Maria 
Teresa  Mindes,  fell  sick  in  Florence,  and  de- 
sired that  Blessed  Leonard  might  be  sent  for 
to  hear  her  confession ;  her  servant,  Antonio 
Burresi,  went  for  him,  as  his  wife,  who  is  still 
living,  can  testify.  He  went  to  the  monastery 
and  asked  for  Blessed  Leonard,  saying  that  his 
mistress  was  ill  and  desired  to  confess  to  him ;  he 
was  told  that  he  had  left  Florence  for  Rome  some 
days  before,  and  returned  to  inform  his  mistress 
of  this  fact,  who  at  first  was  much  distressed  and 
disappointed,  but  soon  became  resigned  to  the 
will  of  God.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
she  had  received  this  intelligence,  she  saw  Blessed 
Leonard  admitted  into  her  room  by  the  same 
21 
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Antonio,  who  remained  waiting  outside  the  door, 
to  show  the  holy  father  out  of  the  house ;  pre- 
sently he  heard  his  mistress  call  him,  and  ran 
quickly  to  her  bed-side,  when  she  reproved  him 
for  having  falsely  reported  that  Blessed  Leonard 
was  not  in  Rome,  for  that  she  had  just  seen  him 
in  her  room,  and  that  he  himself  had  conducted 
him  there.  Antonio  replied  that  he  had  certainly 
been  told  so  at  the  monastery,  but  for  all  that,  he 
had  to  his  great  astonishment  seen  him  there, 
and  had  opened  the  door  to  admit  him  into  her 
room,  but  that  he  had  not  seen  him  come  oat, 
though  he  had  never  left  the  hall,  and  that  he 
knew  not  whether  he  had  come  out,  or  where  he 
was,  but  supposed  that  he  was  in  her  room  hear- 
ing her  confession.  The  lady  was  amazed  on 
hearing  this,  and  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  made, 
and  a  search  through  Florence,  but  he  had  not 
been  seen  by  any  one  else  either  there  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  she  therefore  returned  thanks  to 
God  for  the  grace  and  consolation  she  had  re- 
ceived in  so  wonderful  and  miraculous  a  way. 

In  January,  1742,  Blessed  Leonard  was  sent 
to  give  a  mission  in  Bocchignano,  and  was  lodged 
in  the  house  of  Siguor  Xavier  Guadagni,  who 
gave  up  to  the  missioners  a  large  hall,  part  of 
which  was  divided  into  small  rooms ;  he  was 
taken  to  that  destined  for  him,  and  Signor 
Guadagni  shut  the  door  after  him,  and  went  to 
speak  to  the  arch-priest  of  the  place,  leaving 
Blessed  Leonard  in  his  room.  Meanwhile  his 
companions  went  to  church  to  prepare  all  that 
was  necessary  for  beginning  the  mission,  and 
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Signor  Guadagni  remembering  that  he  had  left 
some  papers  in  a  box  in  one  of  the  rooms,  went 
for  them.  Feeling  sure  that  no  one  was  in  the 
room,  he  opened  the  door  without  hesitation,  and 
to  his  astonishment  found  Blessed  Leonard  kneel- 
ing on  the  bed  in  prayer,  surrounded  by  flowers 
and  beautiful  fruit ;  he  was  so  affected  at  the 
sight,  that  he  closed  the  door  without  making  any 
noise,  and  returned  to  relate  what  he  had  seen 
to  the  arch-priest,  who  was  equally  astonished. 
Their  wonder  increased  when  they  reflected  that  a 
very  short  time  before  they  had  left  him,  in  the  room 
assigned  to  him,  and  that  he  must  have  passed 
invisibly  through  the  hall  where  they  were  stand- 
ing to  go  into  the  room  where  they  now  found  him. 
They  were  lost  in  wonder  at  so  extraordinary  an 
occurrence,  and  returning  again,  looked  through  a 
hole  in  the  door,  and  there  beheld  the  holy  father 
in  the  same  posture,  surrounded  by  flowers  and 
fruit.  In  the  mean  time  his  companions  returned 
from  the  church  to  tell  him  that  everything  was 
prepared  for  beginning  the  mission,  and  Blessed 
Leonard  appeared  in  readiness  to  go  and  preach 
his  first  sermon ;  but  before  he  went  out  he  desired 
Guadagni  to  remove  two  pictures  from  the  room 
appropriated  for  him,  as  they  were  not  quite  appro- 
priate, and  he  was  quickly  obeyed.  As  soon  as 
Blessed  Leonard  left  the  house,  Guadagni  feeling 
most  desirous  to  behold  the  unusual  sight  of 
fruit  and  flowers  in  the  depth  of  winter,  made  his 
way  in  all  haste  to  the  room,  but  all  had  disap- 
peared, nothing  remained  but  the  most  fragrant 
odour. 
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To  this  miracle  many  more  might  be  added, 
but  sufficient  has  been  detailed  to  prove  that 
Almighty  God  endowed  Blessed  Leonard  with 
many  supernatural  gifts  ;  and  as  he  preached  for 
the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  so  He  was  pleased 
to  confirm  his  preaching  by  wonderful  signs  and 
miracles.  It  may  be  said  of  him,  as  it  was  of  the 
first  apostles:  "But  they  going  forth,  preached 
everywhere :  the  Lord  working  withal,  and  con- 
firming the  words  with  signs  that  followed." 
Mark  xvi.  20. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

VARIOUS  CURES  WROUGHT  BY  BLESSED  LEONARD 
DURING  HIS  LIFE. 

Pietro  Bitti,  a  Roman,  had  a  thorn  in  one  of  his 
thumbs,  which  inflamed  his  hand,  and  finding  no 
doctor  to  extract  it,  he  went  to  Blessed  Leonard 
in  the  monastery  of  S.  Buonaventura,  and  asked 
him  to  prescribe  something.  The  holy  Father 
blessed  him  with  the  little  image  of  the  Madonna 
which  he  carried  about  with  him,  when  imme- 
diately his  hand  was  cured,  and  he  never  again 
suffered  from  the  same  cause. 

Rosa  Pecci,  of  Mantelica,  was  suffering  from  an 
internal  disorder,  and  feeling  a  great  repugnance 
to  be  examined  by  a  doctor,  went  to  make  her 
confession  to  Blessed  Leonard,  and  disclosed  to 
him  her  distress,  when  he  assured  her  that  there 
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would  be  no  necessity  even  to  describe  her  suffer- 
ings to  any  one.  And  so  it  happened,  for  in  a  few 
days  she  was  cured  of  the  malady  without  medi- 
cal aid,  and  was  ever  after  free  from  it.  In  the 
Island  of  Corsica,  it  happened  one  day  that  a 
girl  of  eighteen,  who  was  working  in  the  fields, 
fell  asleep  with  her  mouth  open;  a  serpent  crept  in  ; 
and  awaking  in  terror,  she  had  not  the  presence  of 
mind  to  pull  it  out ;  it  conseqently  entered  her  sto- 
mach, and  there  remained  for  some  months,  causing 
her  the  greatest  pain  and  torture;  she  was  always 
obliged  to  carry  a  piece  of  bread  with  her,  and  be 
constantly  eating,  to  feed  the  serpent ;  she  suffered 
dreadfully  night  and  day,  without  being  able  to 
sleep,  and  very  soon  was  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow, 
and  excited  the  compassion  of  all  who  beheld  her. 
After  having  tried  every  means  to  destroy  it 
without  success,  she  was  taken  by  her  father  and 
brother  to  Rostino,  in  the  diocese  of  Mariana, 
where  Blessed  Leonard  was  giving  a  mission. 
They  reached  the  place  about  noon,  after  many 
days'  journey,  when  they  found  he  had  just  ar- 
rived; at  the  church  door,  when  he  was  going 
to  say  mass,  he  found  the  poor  girl  lying,  overcome 
by  fatigue  and  the  excessive  heat,  for  it  was  July. 
Blessed  Leonard  desired  one  of  his  companions 
to  ask  what  was  the  matter  with  her,  whilst  he 
went  to  the  sacristy  and  vested  himself.  The 
companion  gave  his  blessing  to  the  unfortunate 
girl,  and  she  went  into  the  church  to  mass, 
even  there  she  was  obliged  to  be  constantly 
eating  bread  to  appease  the  serpent,  which 
never  ceased  gnawing  and  torturing  her.  As 
soon  as  mass  was  ended  she  was  taken  to  the 
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sacristy,  and  prostrating  herself  on  the  floor  at  his 
feet,  she  implored  Blessed  Leonard  with  tears  to 
help  her.  He  listened  to  the  facts,  and  seeing  the 
poor  girl  so  reduced  and  suffering,  was  touched 
with  compassion,  and  drew  from  his  sleeve  his  little 
image  of  the  Madonna,  and  saying  three  Aves,  gave 
her  benediction  with  it.  Instantly  the  serpent  was 
quiet,  and  the  poor  girl  free  from  pain ;  she  left 
Rostino  with  her  relations  to  return  home,  and 
before  they  had  proceeded  far,  she  vomited  forth 
the  serpent  dead  and  in  pieces.  The  fame  of  this 
miraculous  cure  was  spread  through  the  island,  and 
added  considerably  to  the  esteem  and  veneration  of 
the  people  for  Blessed  Leonard,  so  that  he  was 
known  everywhere  by  the  name  of  the  "  holy 
Father  Leonard." 

When  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Orezza,  also 
in  Corsica,  a  girl  was  brought  to  him  who  had 
been  dumb  for  some  time,  to  the  great  distress 
of  her  parents,  especially  her  mother,  who  never 
ceased  lamenting  and  weeping  over  the  misfortune 
of  her  child.  They  were  induced  to  bring  her  to 
Blessed  Leonard,  who  blessed  her  with  his  image 
of  the  Madonna,  and  then  celebrated  the  holy 
sacrifice,  at  which  she  attended  with  her  parents. 
They  returned  home,  and  she  went  to  bed  at  the 
usual  hour ;  in  the  middle  of  the  night  she  awoke, 
and  began  to  speak  distinctly.  The  sound  of  her 
voice  awakened  the  mother,  who  got  up  and  en- 
quired who  was  speaking  in  the  room,  the  girl 
replied :  "  It  is  I,  who  have  received  the  gift  of 
speech  from  the  good  missionary."  Her  parents 
rejoiced  exceedingly,  and  in  the  morning  went 
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with  her  to  church,  where  they  returned  thanks 
to  God  for  the  benefit  received  ;  and  all  the  peo- 
ple hearing  the  poor  girl,  who  had  been  dumb 
for  years,  speak  distinctly,  gave  praise  to  God, 
and  marvelled  at  the  wonders  worked  by  His  ser- 
vant. 

In  Toffia,  in  the  abbacy  of  Farfa,  he  blessed 
with  his  Image  of  the  Madonna,  the  son  of  Signor 
Antonio  Calandra,  who  was  lame  in  one  leg, 
which  he  always  had  bound  with  ligatures,  when 
he  instantly  found  himself  cured,  and  his  limb 
perfectly  straight.  In  another  place  in  the  same 
neighbourhood,  named  Monte  Santa  Maria,  a 
woman  touched  the  eyes  of  her  blind  child  with  a 
piece  of  the  habit  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  in- 
stantly his  sight  was  restored. 

Luigi  Sabbatini,  of  Todi,  after  a  long  illness 
became  dropsical,  and  his  body  was  so  swollen 
that  he  excited  the  compassion  of  all  who  beheld 
him.  The  doctors  wished  to  draw  off  the  water, 
but  on  considering  the  case,  they  found  an  opera- 
tion would  be  useless,  and  that  he  was  not  in  a 
state  to  bear  it.  He  remained  in  this  pitiable 
condition  for  a  year,  when  Blessed  Leonard  came 
to  the  town  to  give  a  mission.  One  evening 
after  the  sermon  the  missionary  was  returning 
home,  when  he  met  Luigi,  and  moved  with  com- 
passion said  to  him:  "Be  very  devout  to  the 
holy  mother  of  God  and  making  the  sign  of  the 
cross  on  his  forehead  and  breast,  he  left  him. 
The  sick  man  returned  home  and  went  to  bed, 
when  he  suddenly  began  to  sweat  profusely,  the 
water  oozed  from  every  pore  in  his  skin,  and  in 
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the  morning  he  found  himself  not  in  the  least 
swollen,  free  from  pain,  and  in  perfect  health, 
and  he  continued  so  as  long  as  he  lived,  without 
having  recourse  to  medicine  or  natural  remedies. 

Whilst  Blessed  Leonard  was  giving  the  mis- 
sions in  Massa  Lombarda,  iu  the  diocese  of  Imola, 
he  was  requested  to  visit  the  wife  of  Gabriele 
Zeroni,  who  had  been  ill  for  five  years,  and 
never  left  her  bed.  Scarcely  had  the  servant 
of  God  entered  the  house,  and  was  seen  by  the 
patient,  than  she  raised  herself  up  and  declared 
that  she  felt  quite  well.  In  the  same  place  he 
was  sent  for  to  visit  the  wife  of  Dr.  Achille 
Gabioui,  who  was  suffering  from  dropsy,  and 
restored  her  to  perfect  health.  When  he  left 
Massa  Lombarda  to9  go  to  Argenta,  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  many  of  the  people,  who  entreated  him 
to  go  into  the  house  of  a  woman  who  had  been 
ill  for  some  time,  aud  desired  his  blessing;  he 
entered  the  room  where  she  lay,  gave  her  his 
blessing,  and  desired  her  to  get  up,  and  instantly 
she  arose  from  her  bed  quite  cured,  to  the  wonder 
of  all  present. 

Iu  the  year  1739,  when  he  was  giving  a  mission 
in  Ancona,  he  was  sent  for  to  hear  the  confessions 
of  the  nuns  in  the  convent  of  S.  Palazia,  amongst 
whom  was  one  named  Sister  Maria  Rosalbella  Pa- 
inocchi,  who  had  not  risen  from  her  bed  for  three 
years,  suffering  acute  pain  in  her  side,  which  some- 
times took  away  her  breath,  and  having  had  re- 
course to  every  remedy  that  art  could  suggest,  with- 
out any  avail,  her  disorder  was  considered,  humanly 
speaking,  incurable.  On  the  morning  Blessed  Leo- 
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nard  went  to  the  convent  to  hear  confessions,  as 
soon  as  she  beheld  him  she  was  quite  free  from 
pain,  but  as  soon  as  he  left  the  room  it  returned. 
He  went  after  breakfast  to  the  confessional,  and 
sending  for  the  mother-superior,  desired  her  to 
tell  Sister  Maria  Rosalbella,  that  S.  Vincent  Ferrer 
had  obtained  for  her  the  blessing  of  health,  and 
that  she  was  to  get  up  and  come  to  the  confessional. 
The  mother-superior,  who  was  aware  of  the  state 
she  was  in,  was  astonished  at  this  command,  but 
the  high  esteem  in  which  she  held  the  missionary 
induced  her  to  obey  him  quickly ;  she  went  to 
the  cell  of  the  sick  ^sister,  whom  she  found  had 
risen  in  perfect  health,  dressed  herself,  and  was 
ready  to  go  to  the  confessional;  she  then  made  her 
confession  to  Blessed  Leonard,  who  assured  her  that 
she  would  never  again  suffer  from  the  same 
malady.  However,  some  years  after  this  she  was 
taken  ill,  and  became  swollen  from  head  to  foot, 
and  not  finding  any  remedy,  had  recourse  again 
to  Blessed  Leonard,  who  was  then  giving  a  mis- 
sion in  Monte  Filatrano,  in  the  diocese  of  Osimo  ; 
she  wrote  to  him  describing  her  sufferings,  and 
at  the  moment  when  she  reckoned  that  he  would 
receive  her  letter,  the  swelling  abated,  and  she 
lived  for  years  in  perfect  health. 

When  he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  Mantelica, 
Francesca  Benigni,  a  blind  woman,  was  brought 
by  her  husband  and  son  into  the  street  through 
which  he  was  passing,  and  all  three  threw  them- 
selves at  his  feet,  entreating  him  to  restore  the 
sight  of  a  poor  blind  womau,  that  she  might  gain 
the  means  of  living.    The  prayer  of  the  poor  peo- 
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pie  reached  his  ears,  he  stopped,  and  telling  them 
to  have  faith  and  say  an  Ave  Maria,  he  gave 
them  his  little  image  of  the  Madonna  to  kiss,  and 
went  on  his  way.  In  a  moment  the  poor  womau 
felt  her  sight  return,  and  walking  steadily  without 
a  guide,  she  went  into  the  church  of  the  Trinita 
to  return  thanks  to  our  Blessed  Lady,  and  from 
that  time  until  her  death  she  had  the  perfect  use 
of  her  sight.  Having  finished  the  missions  in 
Castel  Nuovo  in  Farfa,  the  arch-priest  Don  Gia- 
cinto  Nobile,  desired,  in  devotion,  to  accompany 
him  to  Poggio  Mirteto,  and  passing  by  Bocchig- 
nano,  his  native  place,  he  invited  him  to  stay  at 
his  house.  Blessed  Leonard  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  on  entering  the  house  Vittoria,  the  wife 
of  Silvestro  Nobile1,  advanced  to  meet  him  with 
her  little  son  in  her  arms,  who  was  so  deformed 
that  he  was  a  most  pitiable  object ;  besides  other 
defects,  he  had  a  hunch  on  his  back,  and  another 
on  his  breast.  The  poor  mother  cast  herself  at 
the  feet  of  Blessed  Leonard  weeping,  and  en- 
treated him  to  touch  her  child,  and  with  his  bless- 
ing to  cure  him  of  his  deformity.  Moved  with 
compassion  for  the  child  and  the  mother,  wbo 
declared  that  she  would  never  cease  to  thank 
God  if  he  would  obtain  this  blessing,  he  turned 
to  the  bystanders,  and  said  to  them : You  see 
what  faith  she  has gave  his  blessing  to  the 
child,  and  assured  his  mother  he  would  soon  be 
cured.  And  so  it  was,  for  the  following  morning 
Vittoria  awoke,  and  found  her  child  perfectly 
straight  and  healthy,  free  from  all  those  defects 
which  caused  him  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  mon- 
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ster ;  and  he  remained  so  as  long  as  he  lived, 
to  the  great  joy  of  his  relatives,  and  especially  the 
arch-priest  his  uncle,  who  was  present,  and  de- 
posed the  facts  to  the  glory  of  God.  When  he 
was  passing  through  Colle,  in  the  diocese  of  Rieti, 
he  was  asked  to  preach,  and  on  his  way  to  the 
church  he  was  stopped  by  a  man  who  entreated 
him  to  come  to  the  aid  of  Giuseppe  Federici,  who 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  some  time  with 
rheumatic  fever,  which  caused  him  severe  pain, 
and  prevented  his  sleeping.  Blessed  Leonard  de- 
sired them  to  bring  him  to  the  church  to  hear 
the  sermon,  which  they  did,  and  placed  him  on 
a  seat.  When  the  sermon  was  ended  they  car- 
ried him  to  the  sacristy,  where  the  minister  of 
God  signed  him  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and 
instantly  he  was  free  from  pain,  and  returned 
home  walking  without  any  assistance,  resumed 
his  work  as  a  labourer  in  the  fields,  and  never  had 
a  return  of  the  disorder  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Pietro  Difolco,  a  woollen  draper,  came  from 
Arpino  to  Rome  to  buy  wool,  but  on  his  arrival 
he  was  seized  with  gout  in  his  hands  and  feet,  so 
that  he  was  unable  to  negociate  his  business. 
As  time  passed  t  he  became  impatient,  and  one 
day  made  an  effort  to  walk  out,  though  in  great 
pain,  supporting  himself  with  a  crutch,  when  he 
met  Blessed  Leonard  passing  through  the  piazza 
with  his  companion.  Pietro  came  forward  to 
kiss  his  hand,  but  he  could  only  move  slowly,  and 
would  not  have  succeeded  if  Blessed  Leonard 
had  not  stopped  to  speak  to  some  person.  Seeing 
him  standing  he  took  hold  of  his  cloak,  which  he 
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perceiving,  inquired  what  was  the  matter.  Pietro 
replied,  that  he  was  suffering  intense  pain  from 
the  gout  in  his  feet  and  hands,  and  entreated  his 
aid.  Hearing  this,  Blessed  Leonard  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross  on  his  hands  and  feet,  and  in- 
stantly he  was  free  from  pain,  was  able  that  same 
day  to  attend  to  his  business,  and  never  again 
had  an  attack  of  gout,  as  he  deposed  on  oath. 

When  he  was  giving  a  mission  in  Arpino,  he 
was  returning  one  evening  from  the  church,  and 
found  Giacinta  Quaglieri  Fiortetta,  who  told  him 
she  had  brought  her  son,  a  child  about  three  years 
old,  called  Gaetano,  to  receive  his  blessing.  Both 
his  legs  were  deformed,  and  his  feet  so  crippled, 
he  could  not  stand  upright  or  walk  a  step.  The 
afflicted  mother  entreated  the  missionary  to  have 
mercy  on  her  child,  who,  unable  to  work,  would 
be  obliged  to  beg  his  bread.  Blessed  Leonard  was 
moved  to  compassion  on  seeing  the  poor  little  de- 
formed creature,  and  making  over  him  the  sign  of 
the  cross,  said  to  the  mother  :  "  Go ;  your  son  is 
healed  of  his  infirmity."  Giacinta  returned  home 
quite  consoled,  hoping  that  from  the  words  spoken 
by  the  servant  of  God  she  might  be  so  blessed, 
and  put  her  child  to  bed.  The  following  morning, 
to  her  great  joy  and  astonishment,  she  found  him 
quite  well,  his  legs  perfectly  straight,  and  he  was 
able  to  walk ;  and  after  he  was  dressed  he  ran  out  of 
the  house,  and  in  a  little  while  she  saw  him  playing 
with  the  children  in  the  street,  to  their  great  won- 
der, for  they  had  always  seen  him  carried  in  his 
mother's  arms.  Carlo  Morelli,  also  of  Arpino, 
after  having  for  some  time  suffered  from  leprosy, 
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was  at  last  cured  by  means  of  medicine;  his 
hands,  however,  remained  swollen  and  spotted. 
Not  knowing  how  to  get  rid  of  the  evil,  he  was 
recommended  to  wash  his  hands  in  the  water 
which  months  before  had  been  used  by  Blessed 
Leonard,  and  which  had  been  kept  as  a  relic. 
He  was  induced  to  bathe  his  hands  several  times  * 
with  it,  and  the  swelling  soon  abated,  and  the 
spots  disappeared,  so  that  no  one  could  ever  sup- 
pose that  he  had  been  afflicted  with  that  dreadful 
disease. 

Father  Sebastiano  da  Zinoni,  priest  of  the 
order  of  the  reformed  Franciscans  of  Turin,  when 
he  was  in  Florence  in  the  convent  dell  Monte, 
obtained,  out  of  devotion,  a  piece  of  bread  left 
by  Blessed  Leonard  at  dinner,  and  preserved  it 
with  great  care.  On  the  23rd  of  June,  1751,  he 
was  in  the  plain  of  Pistoja,  and  was  sent  for  to 
visit  Joseph  Capecchio,  whom  he  found  lying  in 
bed,  and  suffering  great  agony  in  a  high  fever ; 
his  death  was  expected  every  moment  Father  Se- 
bastiano, touched  with  compassion,  gave  a  cup  of 
water,  with  a  small  portion  of  the  bread  before 
mentioned,  to  the  sick  man,  who  instantly  rose  up 
in  his  bed  in  perfect  health,  and  gave  alms  in 
wine  to  the  Father,  who  was  on  a  begging  mission 
from  the  monastery.  Two  days  after  Joseph  Capec- 
chio met  Father  Sebastiano  in  Pistoja,  and  said  to 
him:  "May  you  be  blessed,  Father!  for  Al- 
mighty God  sent  you  with  that  holy  bread,  which 
has  been  to  me  as  the  manna  of  Paradise,  for  I 
had  scarcely  taken  it  when  my  fever  abated,  and 
I  no  longer  felt  the  slightest  pain,  and  I  am  now 
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as  strong  as  if  I  had  never  been  ill."  The  same 
F.  Sebastiano  was  sent  one  evening  by  the  Prior  of 
S.  Rocca,  in  Pistoja,  to  confess  a  man  who  was  at 
the  point  of  death,  to  whom,  after  having  admin- 
istered the  sacraments,  he  gave  a  portion  of  the 
bread  which  he  kept  as  a  relic  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
and  the  following  morning  the  man  rose  from  his 
bed  perfectly  well.  Maria  Mazzei,  of  Poggia,  was 
cured  in  the  same  miraculous  manner.  She  was 
lying  sick  of  a  fever,  and  recovered  as  soon  as  she 
had  eaten  a  piece  of  the  bread.  To  many  others 
Almighty  God  restored  health  at  the  prayer  of  His 
servant  whilst  he  was  on  earth.  It  would  take 
too  long  to  relate  all  the  instances,  and  I  shall 
proceed  to  relate  the  miracles  wrought  after  his 
death. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

ON  THE  VARIOUS  CURES  EFFECTED  THROUGH  THE  MERITS 
OF  BLESSED  LEONARD  IN  ANSWER  TO  THOSE  WHO 
INVOKED  HIS  ASSISTANCE. 

The  virtues  and  gifts  with  which  Blessed  Leo- 
nard was  endowed  caused  him  to  be  held  in  such 
high  esteem  and  veneration  by  the  people,  that 
they  called  him  the  Apostolic  man,  the  Apostle  of 
our  times,  a  man  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
the  holy  Father.  This  veneration  was  found  not 
only  in  the  common  and  simple  people,  but  also 
in  most  learned  ecclesiastics  and  people  in  the 
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highest  grade,  as  well  as  in  most  eminent  cardinals, 
and  many  bishops,  whose  dioceses  he  enlightened 
by  his  missions.  This  great  esteem  caused  many  to 
come  to  the  convent  of  S.  Buonaventura,  to  touch 
his  body  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  his  death,  and 
to  obtain  some  relic  of  him.  Many  also  gave 
him  the  title  of  Saint,  and  very  soon  after  his 
death  images  were  made  of  him,  which,  with  the 
things  he  had  worn  or  used,  were  in  great  request, 
even  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  and  were  pre- 
served with  singular  devotion.  As  a  proof  of  the 
veneration  in  which  he  was  held  in  Rome,  his 
funeral  was  conducted  with  the  greatest  solemnity 
in  the  church  of  the  Rotunda,  and  a  secular  priest 
pronounced  the  funeral  oration,  which  was  after- 
wards published.  It  began  thus  :  "  The  apostolic 
man  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration  by  men, 
because  he  was  believed  to  be  a  man  of  God,  and 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit/ 9  &c.  The  Genoese 
also  desired  to  give  testimony  of  their  veneration 
for  our  holy  Father,  and  published,  as  soon  as 
his  death  was  announced,  a  print  dedicated  to  the 
Pope,  which  was  composed  of  a  shield,  with  a  ship 
representing  the  Church,  which  destroys  all  here- 
sies, and  within  it  the  three  theological  virtues, 
with  a  corresponding  inscription  in  praise  of  this 
great  man.  Almighty  God  confirmed  the  uni- 
versal veneration  for  His  servant  by  working 
many  miracles  after  his  death,  in  restoring  to 
health  those  who  had  recourse  to  his  intercession, 
some  of  which  we  shall  relate.  Maddelena  of 
Rocchetta,  in  the  diocese  of  Spoleti,  the  wife  of 
Giacomo  Arcari,  had  an  infant  four  months  old, 
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named  Agostino,  who  from  his  birth  had  been 
covered  with  sores,  so  that  the  skin  adhered  to 
the  cloths  with  which  his  mother  covered  him ;  his 
head,  moreover,  was  one  horrible  sore,  and  he  ex- 
cited the  compassion  of  all  who  beheld  him.  Tea 
days  after  the  death  of  Blessed  Leonard,  Madde- 
lena  dreamt  that  he  appeared  to  her,  that  she  kissed 
his  hand,  and  entreated  him  to  heal  her  son,  and 
he  seemed  to  grant  her  prayer.  Full  of  joy  and 
faith  she  went  the  same  day  to  the  church  of  S. 
Buonaventura,  carrying  her  child  in  her  arms,  to 
place  him  on  the  tomb  of  the  blessed  servant  of 
God.  On  entering  the  church  she  found  it  so 
crowded  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
she  could  approach  the  screen  of  the  chancel,  be- 
fore the  high  altar,  where  the  tomb  of  Blessed 
Leonard  was ;  but  she  took  courage,  and  putting 
her  child  through  the  grate,  entreated  a  man  who 
stood  within  to  place  him  on  the  tomb,  as  she 
was  unable  to  do  so  herself,  in  consequence  of  the 
crowd.  The  man  complied  with  her  request,  and 
the  child  had  scarcely  been  there  while  you  could 
say  a  Pater  noster,  when  he  was  seen  to  smile, 
and  appear  quite  joyous,  and  very  soon  he  was 
brought  back  to  his  mother  perfectly  well,  not  a 
sore  was  to  be  seen  in  any  part  of  his  body,  and  his 
head,  which  had  been  so  disfigured,  was  covered 
with  hair. 

Anna  Maria  Calandrelli,  after  having  twice 
miscarried,  heard  that  another  woman  similarly 
afflicted  had  happily  given  birth  to  a  child  after 
wearing  a  piece  of  the  habit  of  Blessed  Leonard 
whilst  he  was  living ;  she  prayed  to  God  that  if 
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ever  she  was  again  pregnant  she  might,  through 
his  intercession,  bring  the  infant  she  expected 
safely  into  the  world.  A  few  months  after  this 
she  was  again  with  child,  and  suffering  much 
from  pain  and  fever,  she  was  in  great  fear. 
One  night,  towards  the  end  of  November,  1751,  a 
few  days  after  the  death  of  Blessed  Leonard,  the 
intelligence  of  which  had  not  reached  Arpino, 
where  she  lived,  in  her  sleep  she  felt  a  hand  on 
her  head,  and  on  awaking  found  herself  free  from 
pain,  and  by  the  light  of  the  lamp  which  was 
burning  in  the  room  she  perceived  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, whom  she  recognized,  having  often  attended 
his  missions  ;  he  said  to  her,  "  You  will  recover ; 
place  my  habit  on  your  back,  and  fear  not." 
Having  said  these  words,  he  disappeared,  and  she 
composed  herself  to  sleep  again;  but  in  a  few 
minutes  awoke,  and  saw,  for  the  second  time  in 
the  same  place,  Blessed  Leonard,  who  repeated 
the  same  words,  desired  her  to  hear  mass  every 
day,  and  disappeared.  The  following  day  she 
inquired  of  every  one  she  knew  in  Arpino  where 
she  could  procure  a  piece  of  Blessed  Leonard's 
habit,  and  haviug  succeeded  in  obtaining  it,  she 
wore  it  constantly  with  devotion  and  faith.  The 
effect  was  most  evident,  since  if  by  chance  she  for- 
got to  put  it  on,  the  pains  returned.  When  her 
time  came  she  was  in  pain  for  eight  days,  and  then 
gave  birth  to  a  son,  to  whom  in  gratitude  she  gave 
the  name  of  Leonard. 

Giuseppe  Orsolino,  of  Genoa,  a  mason,  in  devo^. 
tion  to  Blessed  Leonard  always  wore  a  piece  of  his 
habit,  and  when  he  heard  of  his  death,  said  every 
22 
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day  three  Paters,.  Aves,  and  Glorias,  because  he 
believed  him  to  be  a  holy  man.  About  a  week 
after  his  death,  he  was  employed  in  placing  a 
ladder  across  a  street  in  Genoa,  in  order  to  prop 
up  a  wall  which  was  falling.  He  was  advised 
by  a  friend,  Stefano  Brenati,  who  was  passing 
through  the  street,  to  take  care,  for  there  was 
danger  of  his  being  crushed  beneath  the  wall, 
which  was  sixty  feet  high.  Giuseppe  replied, 
that  he  had  no  fear,  for  he  wore  a  piece  of 
Blessed  Leonard's  habit,  and  he  would  save  him 
by  his  intercession  from  being  hurt.  Stefano 
went  on  his  way,  and  iu  a  little  while  the  wall 
gave  way,  the  ladder  was  broken  in  pieces,  and 
Giuseppe  fell  from  the  height,  but  in  his  fall  he 
invoked  the  aid  of  Blessed  Leonard,  who,  in  his 
habit  of  a  Franciscan  monk,  came  to  his  assistance, 
took  him  by  the  hand,  and  drew  him  out  from  the 
ruins.  Giuseppe  went  to  the  hospital  of  Pamattone, 
where  they  bound  up  a  wound  in  his  head.  It 
was  feared  he  was  injured  internally,  and  this 
fear  was  increased  the  following  day,  by  his  feel- 
ing violent  pains  in  every  part  of  his  body,  so 
that  he  was  not  able  to  move.  He  again  recom- 
mended himself  to  the  prayers  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, who  appeared  to  him  in  the  night  when  he 
was  sleeping,  and  told  him  that  he  might  return 
to  his  work.  In  the  morning  he  awoke  and  found 
himself  perfectly  well,  rose  from  his  bed,  and 
returned  home  ;  he  afterwards  juridically  deposed 
to  the  miracle. 

Sister  Maria  Fortunata,  di  Gesu,  a  nun  in 
the  convent  of  Moricone,  in  Sabina,  suffered  for 
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some  time  from  a  terrible  illness,  which  caused 
her  verj  often  to  fall  suddenly  to  the  ground, 
to  the  great  distress  of  the  sisters.  She  was  in- 
duced to  invoke  the  assistance  of  Blessed  Leonard 
to  release  her  from  so  severe  and  dangerous  an 
illness.  One  night  the  holy  father  appeared  to 
her  in  a  dream,  and  reproved  her  for  not  hav- 
ing followed  the  instructions  he  had  given  her 
when  she  made  her  general  confession  to  him, 
assured  her,  however,  that  she  would  not  suffer 
any  more  from  that  illness,  but  that  she  would 
have  a  constant  headache.  And  so  it  happened, 
for  she  was  for  ever  free  from  the  fits  to  which  she 
had  been  subject,  but  constantly  suffered  violent 
pain  in  her  head,  as  the  holy  servant  of  God 
had  predicted. 

Don  Bernardino  Talcioni,  of  Belmonte,  in  the 
diocese  of  Rieti,  a  priest  aged  sixty-three  years, 
was  attacked  by  a  severe  fit  of  rheumatism,  which 
kept  ,  him  in  bed  for  two  days,  and  he  suffered  the 
greatest  pain  whenever  he  tried  to  move.  One 
night  he  thought  he  saw,  as  he  afterwards  attested 
juridically,  Blessed  Leonard  with  his  little  image 
of  the  Madonna,  and  in  the  morning  when  he 
awoke  he  beheld  him  visibly  at  the  side  of  his  bed 
seated  on  a  footstool,  and  dressed  in  a  beautiful 
robe.  Thus  sitting  he  spoke,  and  assured  him 
that  he  would  soon  be  free  from  pain,  and  added, 
that  Niccola,  his  niece,  had  greatly  benefitted 
in  a  place  where  she  had  gone  to  take  the  air 
for  her  health's  sake  ;  he  then  added,  "  Eviva 
la  croce,"  and  disappeared.  The  sick  man  felt 
himself  at  that  moment  perfectly  cured  of  his 
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rheumatism,  and  called  out  quite  joyfully,  "I 
am  quite  well  and  free  from  pain."  He  got  up, 
and  went  to  offer  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  returning 
thanks  to  God  and  His  servant. 

Maddalena  Romagnoli  Sciarbonieri,  of  Zagarola, 
at  that  time  living  in  Rome,  was  afflicted  for 
some  months  with  an  illness  which  caused  her 
excessive  pain,  for  which  she  had  tried  every 
remedy  that  art  could  invent ;  she  was  constantly 
confined  to  her  bed,  and  when  the  paroxyms  came 
on,  she  groaned  and  screamed  so  fearfully,  that 
the  people  passing  in  the  streets  stopped  with 
wonder,  and  asked  the  cause  of  the  noise.  After 
having  suffered  in  this  way  for  some  time,  she  had 
recourse  to  the  intercession  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
and  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1752,  she  was  taken  by 
her  husband  in  a  carriage  to  the  church  of  S.  Buo- 
naventura  ;  she  was  carried  by  two  persons,  for  she 
was  unable  to  walk,  to  the  tomb  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, where,  with  her  arms  stretched  out,  and 
prostrate  with  her  face  to  the  ground,  she  began 
to  weep,  and  after  having  prayed  earnestly  for 
some  time,  she  concluded  her  prayer  with  these 
words :  "  Father  Leonard,  I  will  not  go  away  and 
leave  your  tomb  until  you  have  granted  my  peti- 
tion/' The  moment  she  uttered  these  words,  she 
raised  herself,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present, 
and  walked  through  the  church,  visited  all  the 
altars,  and  then  returned  home,  full  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  declaring  that  she  felt  quite  well.  She 
remained  in  this  state  of  perfect  health  for  three 
days,  when  she  was  again  attacked  with  the  same 
disorder ;  and  raving  more  than  ever,  she  bewailed 
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Iier  misfortune.  They  induced  her  to  bless  herself 
with  a  small  quantity  of  oil  from  the  lamp  in  the 
church  of  the  "  Madonna  del  Divino  Amore,"  but 
her  sufferings  still  continued,  and  she  endured  for 
thirty  days  such  martyrdom,  that  she  could  not 
sleep,  even  with  the  aid  of  opium.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  of  July,  the  pains  became  so  violent 
that  it  was  thought  she  could  not  survive ;  she 
again  had  recourse  to  Blessed  Leonard,  and  rais- 
ing her  voice,  said  with  great  faith:  "  Father 
Leonard,  I  entreat  your  assistance,  pray  give  me 
a  token  of  it."  She  then  took  a  small  fragment 
of  his  habit  in  water,  and  soon  after  fell  asleep, 
and  those  who  were  attending  on  her  left  the 
room ;  this  was  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
A  short  time  after,  she  was  half  awake,  or  dozing, 
when  she  saw  Blessed  Leonard  appear,  take  the 
stuff,  and  dip  it  in  the  oil  before  mentioned,  and 
having  desired  her  to  be  very  devout  to  the  Holy 
Virgin,  he  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  her, 
replaced  the  piece  of  habit  where  he  found  it,  and 
making  a  genuflexion  before  the  image  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  which  was  in  the  room,  disap- 
peared. She  became  perfectly  well  from  that 
moment,  and  calling  to  her  attendants,  who  were 
in  the  adjoining  room,  related  to  them  what  had 
occurred,  and  afterwards  attested  it  juridically. 

Maria,  the  daughter  of  Giovanni  Tubelli,  of 
Gerano,  a  young  woman  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  having  by  accident  taken  poison,  was  for 
twenty-four  hours  tortured  with  severe  internal 
pains;  and  although  they  had  administered  an 
antidote,  and  she  had  vomited  up  part  of  the  poi- 
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son,  she  suffered  intense  pain  from  laceration  in 
the  intestines.  The  doctors  decided  that  it  was 
impossible  she  could  survive,  and  she  received  the 
last  sacraments  from  the  arch-priest,  Don  Domen- 
ico  Perelli,  and  Don  Francesco  Pozzi,  who  expected 
her  death  every  moment.  At  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2nd  of  August,  it  occurred  to  the 
arch-priest  to  give  the  dying  woman  a  portion  of 
the  habit  of  Blessed  Leonard,  which  he  had  in  his 
house ;  he  went  for  it,  and  returning  quickly, 
asked  her  if  she  had  ever  heard  of  this  holy  man ; 
she  having  replied  in  the  affirmative  by  an  incli- 
nation of  her  head,  the  arch-priest  continued: 
"  Very  well ;  I  have  brought  you  a  bit  of  his  habit ; 
have  faith  ;  and  if  you  receive  grace  and  favour 
you  must  make  your  deposition,  which  shall  be  sent 
to  Rome."  Having  said  this,  he  cut  off  a  very  small 
portion  of  the  cloth,  said  three  Aves  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin,  and  one  Pater  and  Ave  to  Blessed  Leo- 
nard, put  it  in  a  little  water,  and  gave  it  to  the 
sick  woman,  when  she  swallowed  it ;  she  remained 
for  about  the  time  it  would  take  to  say  the  creed 
twice  quite  immoveable,  with  her  eyes  wide  open, 
as  if  she  were  in  an  ecstacy,  and  then  turning  to 
the  arch-priest,  she  said  quite  briskly :  "  I  am 
cured;  I  no  longer  feel  the  least  pain;  go  and  thank 
God  for  me,  and  take  some  repose."  However,  they 
were  unwilling  to  leave  her  so  soon,  and  desired 
her  to  return  thanks,  whilst  they  conversed 
together,  but  she  entreated  them  to  leave  her, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  keep  her  quiet,  but 
before  they  went  they  said  three  Paters  and  three 
Aves  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  Litany  of  the 
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Blessed  Virgin,  and  one  Pater  and  Aye  to  Blessed 
Leonard,  to  return  thanks  for  this  miraculous  cure. 
The  following  daj,  the  young  woman  told  the 
arch-priest  that  during  the  time  she  was  immove- 
able, as  if  in  ecstacy,  with  her  eyes  open,  she  saw 
Blessed  Leonard,  who,  after  having  told  her  that 
she  was  cured  by  the  will  of  God,  having  exhorted 
her  to  obey  the  Divine  Will  in  all  things,  and  to 
be  very  devout  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  disap- 
peared. Four  days  after  this  the  court  of  Subiaco 
went  to  Gerano  to  take  the  deposition  of  the  young 
woman,  and  to  ascertain  who  had  given  her  the 
poison,  and  to  analyze  what  she  had  vomited,  but 
in  vain ;  it  had  been  thrown  away;  however,  they 
gave  her  an  antidote,  when  she  vomited  more  of 
the  poison,  which  had  remained  in  her  stomach 
after  the  cure  was  effected  without  giving  her  the 
least  pain  or  inconvenience,  so  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  miracle,  which  was  attested  by 
the  doctor  in  attendance,  Giambattista  Gentilezza* 
the  two  priests,  and  Maria  Tubelli  herself. 

Angela,  the  wife  of  Andrea  Micheletti,  of  Terra 
di  Nerola,  in  Sabina,  had  a  daughter  named  Maria 
Antonia,  who  fell  sick  of  the  small-pox,  which 
left  a  weakness  in  her  back  and  knees,  so  that 
she  was  bent  double,  aud  could  scarcely  walk. 
Oa^the  Feast  of  the  Purification,  the  2nd  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1777,  Angela  had  recourse  to  the  interces- 
sion of  Blessed  Leonard,  who  appeared  in  the 
evening,  and  she  repeated  her  prayer,  entreating 
him  either  to  cure  her  daughter,  or  take  her  to 
heaven,  desiring  rather  that  she  should  die  than 
to  see  her  so  pitiable  an  object.   The  following 
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day,  to  her  great  joy  and  wonder,  she  found  her 
daughter  perfectly  well,  and  took  her  to  mass 
to  return  thanks ;  she  never  had  a  return  of  the 
malady  as  long  as  she  lived. 

At  Posticciola,  in  Sabina,  the  priest  Don  Do- 
menico,  a  native  of  Borgo  San  Pietro,  after  a 
long  illness  was  attacked  by  a  complaint  in  his 
throat,  which  brought  him  to  the  point  of  death. 
He  recommended  himself  to  Blessed  Leonard, 
who  the  same  night  appeared  to  him,  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross  on  his  brow  and  throat ;  he  awoke 
soon  after,  and  found  himself  perfectly  well  and 
free  from  pain. 

Angelo  Mauni,  priest  of  Terni,  also  attested  that 
after  having  suffered  from  a  severe  illness  for  some 
months,  arising  from  an  abscess  in  his  side,  fever, 
and  other  evils,  he  had  recourse  to  Blessed  Leonard. 
The  doctors  had  pronounced  his  case  hopeless,  for 
they  had  tried  every  remedy  without  avail ;  one 
day  the  pain  was  so  great  that  he  became  quite 
delirious,  and  his  groans  and  screams  were  heard 
through  the  house  ;  his  friends  gave  him  a  towel 
which  had  been  used  by  Blessed  Leonard,  and  he  in 
devotion  applied  it  to  his  side,  and  threw  himself 
with  his  face  on  a  bed,  with  his  feet  resting  on 
the  floor.  Whilst  he  lay  in  this  position,  he  felt  a 
hand  on  his  forehead,  and  heard  a  voice  telling 
him  to  arise.  He  instantly  stood  up,  and  declared 
he  was  quite  free  from  pain,  and  walked  about  the 
house  quite  joyfully,  saying :  "I  am  restored  to 
perfect  health ;  Father  Leonard  has  relieved  me 
from  all  pain ;"  he  also  attested  that  he  never 
again  suffered  from  the  same  malady.   Lastly,  we 
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shall  relate  what  we  have  heard  from  a  learned 
and  pious  priest,  that  Blessed  Leonard  appeared  to 
one  of  his  penitents,  whose  name  does  not  appear, 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  souls,  saved 
through  his  means,  saying  :  "  Behold  how  God  in 
His  goodness  acts  towards  us,  for  through  His 
grace  did  I  preach ;  through  Him  did  I  receive 
strength,  power,  voice,  and  everything,  and  He 
has  rewarded  me,  as  if  they  had  been  my  own." 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

OTHER  MIRACULOUS  CURES  WROUGHT  BY  BLESSED 
LEONARD  AFTER  HIS  DEATH, 

Maria  Maddaiena  Pallari,  of  Pergola,  whilst 
she  was  in  Rome  suffered  for  some  time  from  a 
swelling  in  her  leg,  which  made  her  very  lame, 
and  she  was  not  able  to  walk  without  the  greatest 
pain  and  inconvenience.  After  suffering  in  this 
manner  for  eight  years,  she  went  to  the  tomb  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  and  when  she  was  praying  there 
the  swelling  suddenly  abated,  the  pain  ceased, 
she  recovered  the  use  of  her  leg,  and  returned 
home  quite  well. 

In  Torn,  in  the  Abbacy  of  San  Salvatore  Mag- 
giore,  the  wife  of  Antonio  Lepori  was  afflicted 
with  a  severe  illness,  and  it  was  thought  she 
must  soon  die.  After  having  applied  every  reme- 
dy without  avail,  she  was  induced  to  wear  a  piece 
of  the  habit  of  Blessed  Leonard,  when  she  was  in- 
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stantly  freed  from  pain.  A  short  time  after,  she 
mislaid  the  relic,  and  the  pains  returned ;  but  find* 
ing  it  again  she  applied  it  a  second  time,  and 
instantly  she  was  freed  from  pain  as  before. 
After  this  experience  she  always  wore  it,  and  re- 
mained perfectly  well  as  long  as  she  lived. 

Giuseppe  Kaffi,  of  Fara,  a  tailor  by  trade,  in 
striking  a  dog  with  a  tool  hurt  his  hand  severely; 
the  wound  became  black,  and  turned  to  a  gan- 
grene ;  mortification  ensued,  and  the  doctors  de- 
cided that  the  hand  must  be  amputated.  In 
great  fear  and  trouble  Giuseppe  had  recourse  to 
the  aid  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  had  so  much 
faith  in  his  intercession,  that  he  was  induced  to 
touch  his  hand  with  a  piece  of  his  habit,  and  in- 
stantly he  was  cured. 

Sister  Chiara  Francesea  Tuani,  a  nun  in  the 
convent  of  S.  Chiara  in  Sarzana,  where  she  had 
been  educated,  suffered  much  from  an  abscess  in 
her  left  foot ;  the  sore  had  festered,  and  although 
it  had  been  lanced  and  burnt  with  caustic,  it 
did  not  heal,  and  she  was  unable  to  walk.  The 
abbess,  seeing  the  evil  increase,  so  that  the  bone  of 
her  foot  was  visible,  deemed  it  necessary  to  try 
some  other  remedy,  but  nothing  they  did  was  of 
any  avail,  and  at  length  they  had  recourse  to  the 
intercession  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  at  the  same 
time  applied  to  the  sore  n  piece  of  his  handker- 
chief; Having  done  this  she  slept  quietly  that 
night,  which  she  had  not  done  for  some  time,  and 
in  the  morning  the  sore  was  perfectly  healed. 

Maria  Giovanni,  wife  of  Signor  Paolo  Panizza, 
living  in  Masserano,  in  the  diocese  of  Vercelli,  for 
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eight  years  suffered  from  a  nervous  affection, 
which  caused  her  great  pain ;  and  after  trying 
many  remedies,  and  consulting  many  doctors,  it 
was  decided  to  be  chronic,  and  incurable.  In 
short  for  four  months,  she  was  never  free  from 
pain,  and  was  reduced  to  a  perfect  skeleton.  One 
day  a  monk  came  to  her  house,  who  gave  her  a 
piece  of  Blessed  Leonard's  habit,  and  a  morsel 
of  the  bread  left  by  him  at  table  ;  she  ate  a  little 
of  the  bread,  and  hung  the  piece  of  cloth  round 
her  neck,  when  she  instantly  felt  a  shock  in  her 
system,  and  from  that  moment  recovered  her 
health,  and  was  free  from  pain  as  long  as  she 
lived. 

In  the  town  of  Aquila,  a  little  girl  three  years 
old,  niece  of  the  priest,  and  also  of  Don  Venanzio 
de  Bernardis,  was  seized  with  fever,  and  on  the 
fifth  day  she  was  reduced  to  the  last  extreme  ;  her 
parent  and  uncle  wept,  thinking  her  dead.  Whilst 
the  child  remained  in  this  state,  silent  and  im- 
moveable, her  uncle  implored  the  assistance  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  promising  that  if  he  heard  his 
prayer,  he  would  make  a  public  attestation  of  the 
cure.  He  therefore  took  a  relic  of  the  man  of  God, 
which  he  had  in  the  house,  said  three  Paters  and 
three  Aves,  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  over  the 
dying  child,  who  the  same  moment  opened  her 
eyes,  spoke  distinctly,  and  asked  for  something  to 
eat ;  she  then  rose  up  and  walked  across  the  room, 
to  the  astonishment  of  all  present ;  her  uncle  felt 
her  pulse,  and  found  her  quite  free  from  fever  and 
perfectly  well,  and  she  continued  so,  as  Don  Ve- 
nanzio afterwards  attested  juridically. 
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Donna  Costante  Maria  Salvatore,  a  nun  of  the 
convent  of  the  Annunciation  in  Mantelica,  of  the 
order  of  S.  Benedict,  in  1744  was  struck  on  the 
head  by  a  heavy  weight,  and  in  consequence  a  tu- 
mour formed  the  size  of  an  egg,  which,  in  the 
course  of  time,  disappeared.  A  few  months  after- 
wards she  was  again  struck  on  the  head  in  opening 
a  window,  which  came  with  sudden  force  against 
her.  She  suffered  intense  pain,  and  frequently  her 
mind  was  seriously  affected,  and  she  went  about 
the  convent  at  times  quite  like  an  idiot,  and  at 
length  became  perfectly  deaf,  was  not  able  to  walk 
without  crutches,  and  could  retain  nothing  on 
her  stomach  ;  the  pain  was  sometimes  so  violent, 
that  it  was  thought  she  could  not  survive  from 
day  to  day.  Some  years  after  this,  she  again  had 
a  severe  blow  on  the  head,  which  caused  a  faint- 
ing fit,  and  she  was  carried  to  her  bed,  to  which 
she  was  confined  for  a  long  time  ;  and  her  malady 
increased  so  rapidly,  that  her  death  was  daily  ex- 
pected. Meanwhile  the  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  Blessed  Leonard  reached  Mantelica,  and  the 
nuns  implored  his  intercession,  and  having  sent 
to  Rome  for  a  piece  of  his  habit,  they  applied  it 
to  her  ears,  for  the  agony  she  endured  was  such 
as  to  deprive  her  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  and  she 
lay  apparently  unconscious  of  what  was  passing 
around  her.  Scarcely  had  they  applied  the  relic 
when  she  felt,  as  she  afterwards  deposed,  some- 
thing like  myriads  of  ants  creeping  round  her 
head,  and  after  sneezing  violently,  she  found 
herself  quite  free  from  pain,  arose  and  went  into 
the  choir  along  with  the  community ;  they  were 
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all  filled  with  wonder,  and  praised  God  for  the 
mercy  and  favour  vouchsafed  to  their  sister.  She 
never  had  a  return  of  the  disorder. 

Marcantonio  Minna,  of  Pofi,  in  the  diocese  of 
Veroli,  was  sick  of  a  malignant  fever,  and  after 
having  tried  every  remedy  without  avail,  was 
given  up  hy  the  doctor,  received  the  sacraments, 
and  seemed  at  the  point  of  death.  One  of  his 
relatives  bound  a  piece  of  the  habit  of  Blessed 
Leonard  to  his  arm,  imploring  his  assistance, 
when  immediately 'he  became  well,  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  the  doctor,  who  attested  the  fact. 

Violante  Maide,  in  Rome,  had  a  gangrene  in 
her  leg,  which  had  so  corroded  her  flesh,  that 
there  was  a  hole  large  enough  to  contain  a 
roll,  she  was  given  up  by  the  surgeons,  who 
considered  the  case  incurable.  Reduced  to  this 
state,  she  had  recourse  to  the  intercession  of 
Blessed  Leonard,  entreated  him  to  hear  her, 
and  promised  that  if  her  prayer  was  granted, 
she  would  give  her  deposition  juridically,  and 
bring  a  silver  leg  to  his  tomb  as  a  votive  offering. 
She  then  applied  a  bit  of  his  habit  to  the  wound, 
when  instantly  the  pain  ceased,  and  in  a  short 
time  she  was  entirely  cured,  and  fulfilled  her 
promise. 

Don  Carlo  Maria  Carpano  13usti,  of  Villicino,  in 
the  diocese  of  Milan,  for  the  space  of  ten  years 
was  troubled  in  the  spring,  especially  in  tra- 
velling, with  a  severe  conjplaint  in  his  throat, 
for  which  he  had  consulted  many  doctors  with* 
out  alleviation  ;  having  heard  of  the  holiness 
of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  the  favours  granted 
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to  him  by  Almighty  God  through  his  merits, 
he  determined  to  have  recourse  to  him.  One 
evening  of  February,  1756,  he  was  suffering  more 
than  usual,  and  being  employed  in  reading  the 
life  of  the  holy  Father,  began  to  feel  a  devotion  to 
him,  and  so  much  faith  in  his  intercession,  that 
he  knelt  down  and  entreated  his  aid ;  he  had 
scarcely  concluded  his  prayer  when  he  felt  per- 
fectly cured,  and  never  suffered  again  from  the 
disorder  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Catherine  Carozina,  of  Genoa,  for  twelve  years 
was  tormented  by  severe  suffering,  which  some- 
times deprived  her  of  her  senses  for  many  hours, 
and  frequently  she  had  been  at  the  point  of  death, 
and  the  doctors  by  whom  she  was  attended  had 
tried  every  remedy  in  vain.  In  January,  1752,  her 
malady  had  increased  rapidly,  and  in  addition  to 
it,  she  had  violent  pains  in  her  head,  and  sometimes 
vomited  blood  ;  her  case  was  decided  to  be  quite 
hopeless.  Catterina  on  learning  this  had  re- 
course to  the  intercession  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
and  having  obtained  a  piece  of  his  habit,  applied 
it  with  firm  faith,  and  instantly  found  herself  free 
from  all  pain,  and  arose  from  her  bed  to  return 
thanks  to  Almighty  God  and  His  servant,  and 
she  afterwards  gave  her  deposition  juridically. 

Sister  Maria  Bocella,  a  nun  in  the  convent  of 
San  Niccolo  Novella,  in  Lucca,  after  having  had 
epileptic  fits  for  some  time,  for  which  no  human 
remedy  was  found  of  any  avail,  on  the  night  of 
the  21st  of  October,  1769,  was  attacked  by  a  vio- 
lent fever,  and  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  In 
her  distress  she  turned  with  faith  to  Blessed  Leo* 
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nard,  and  entreated  him  to  help  her,  reminding 
him  of  the  promise  he  had  made  her  before  his 
death,  that  if  he  was  received  into  Paradise  he 
would  aid  her.  In  the  morning  she  found  herself 
quite  well,  and  healed  of  her  malady.  This  mira- 
culous cure  is  referred  to  by  Catterina  in  two  son- 
nets which  she  composed  ;  in  the  first,  she  des- 
cribes her  illness ;  and  in  the  second,  relates  how 
she  was  released  from  it ;  the  sonnet  concludes 
with  these  words : 

"  Ne  seppi  allor,  che  avenne  di  me  stessa 
So  ben  che  grazia  ricevei  compita 
Sorgendo  sana  alio  spuntar  d'  Aurora." 

Giuseppe,  a  child  of  seven  years  old,  the  son  of 
Benedetto  Gai,  a  Roman,  was  affected  with  a  tumour 
in-his  right  arm,  the  size  of  a  large  apple,  which 
caused  him  severe  pain,  and  after  suffering  for 
some  months,  he  was  obliged  to  undergo  an  opera, 
tion;  the  tumour  was  lanced,  and  a  quantity  of  mat- 
ter was  drawn  from  it.  For  a  long  time  after 
this  the  sore  remained  open,  and  nothing  that  was 
applied  had  the  effect  of  healing  it.  In  short, 
the  father  had  consulted  many  doctors,  and  ap- 
plied every  remedy  that  art  could  suggest,  without 
any  avail,  and  at  last  sought  the  aid  of  Blessed 
Leonard.  The  poor  child  had  been  in  this  state 
for  two  years;  consumed,  moreover,  with  a  burning 
fever,  which  sometimes  made  him  delirious.  One 
evening  when  he  was  suffering  more  than  usual, 
his  father  exhorted  him  to  have  faith,  and  say  a 
Pater,  Ave,  and  Gloria  to  Blessed  Leonard,  and 
touching  him  with  a  relic  and  his  image,  he 
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placed  both  under  his  pillow,  and  in  the  morning 
found  him  quite  well,  the  sore  in  his  arm  healed ; 
the  child  got  up  and  dressed  himself,  without  the 
least  sensation  of  pain,  and  never  had  a  return  of 
the  malady. 

Elisabetta  Notarantonio  Morelli,  of  Arpino,  was 
cruelly  tormented  by  a  pain  in  her  knee,  which  pre- 
vented her  from  walking  without  support,  and  she 
could  not  move  without  paiu  ;  in  February,  1752, 
her  sufferings  increased,  and  she  was  induced  to 
invoke  the  aid  of  Blessed  Leonard,  since  every 
human  remedy  had  failed ;  she  applied  a  piece 
of  cloth  which  he  had  worn  over  his  chest  to 
her  knees,  and  instantly  the  pain  ceased,  and 
she  who  a  few  moments  before  was  groaning  in 
agony,  was  now  quite  joyous,  aud  walked  about 
the  house  to  the  astonishment  of  every  one,  espe- 
cially the  doctor,  who,  with  her,  attested  juridi- 
cally to  the  truth  of  the  miracle. 

Atanasio  of  Ormea,  a  lay-brother  iu  the  convent 
of  S.  Buonaventura,  was  afflicted  for  a  whole  year 
with  an  affection  of  the  heart,  which  ended  in 
dropsy,  and  his  case  was  pronounced  incurable. 
He  was  advised  to  have  recourse  to  the  interces- 
sion of  Blessed  Leonard  ;  accordingly  he  swallowed 
a  piece  of  his  habit,  and  applied  his  image  to  his 
loins,  when  in  a  few  moments  he  was  restored 
to  perfect  health. 

Signora  Eugenia  Visconti  de'  Oesari,  of  Tivoli, 
was  suffering  the  pains  of  child-birth,  and  had  not 
strength  to  bring  forth  the  infant  she  bore  in 
her  womb ;  she  became  delirious,  and  her  mother 
and  the  mid-wife  who  was  assisting  her,  feared  she 
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would  die.  Ia  their  distress  they  had  recourse 
to  the  intercession  of  Blessed  Leonard,  and  the 
mid-wife  taking  his  image,  uttered  these  words : 
"Father  Leonard,  if  you  are  a  saint  in  heaven, 
aid  us,  and  bring  to  light  of  day  this  poor  little 
creature,  that  it  may  receive  holy  baptism." 
Having  said  this,  she  applied  the  image,  and  two 
infants  were  born  three  months  before  their  time  ; 
the  first  which  came  forth  was  living,  but  the 
•other  on  examination  proved  to  be  dead.  The 
living  child  was  instantly  baptised,  and  in  their 
sorrow  for  the  dead  one,  they  again  sought  the 
aid  of  Blessed  Leonard,  The  mid-wife  placed  his 
image  on  the  body,  and  said,  "Father  Leonard, 
since  you  have  worked  one  miracle,  aid  us  once 
more,  and  make  it  plain  to  us  whether  this  infant 
is  living  or  dead."  She  had  scarcely  uttered  the 
words  when  the  child  opened  its  eyes,  and  they 
baptised  it.  Half  an  hour  after  this  both  the 
infants  expired,  and  all  present  returned  thanks 
to  God,  for  having,  through  the  means  of  His 
servant,  saved  their  souls. 

Anna  Vittoria  Marchetti,  who  was  placed,  for 
education,  in  the  convent  of  the  Quattro  Coro- 
nati,  in  Rome,  for  the  space  of  three  years  was 
a  great  sufferer  from  several  disorders,  and 
amongst  them  a  fever,  which  lasted  two  or  three 
months;  and  when  she  was  free  from  it,  she  never 
recovered  her  strength,  but  as  the  doctors  de- 
clared, she  seemed  even  worse  after  the  fever 
had  left  her.  On  the  15th  of  October,  1751,  she 
was  attacked  so  severely,  that  the  remedies  they 
applied  had  no  effect  in  easing  her ;  she  had  a 
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violent  pain  in  her  head,  an  affection  of  the  chest, 
frequent  fainting-fits,  sleepless  nights,  loss  of 
appetite,  convulsions  of  the  muscles  and  nerves, 
so  that  she  became  quite  epileptic.  The  medi- 
cines they  gave  her  had  no  effect,  but  on  the 
contrary  aggravated  her  sufferings ;  she  was  so 
reduced  that  she  could  not  rise  from  her  bed 
without  the  aid  of  crutches,  and  even  with  two 
persons  to  assist  her,  she  sometimes  fell.  The 
doctors  declared  her  to  be  hopelessly  paralytic ;  . 
she  lay  motionless,  and  so  emaciated,  that  every 
one  who  saw  her  was  touched  with  compassion ; 
she  looked  like  a  skeleton.  Eight  months  had 
now  passed  since  she  was  reduced  to  this  pitiable 
state,  when  on  the  morning  of  the  feast  of  the 
ascension,  which  that  year  fell  on  the  11th  of 
May,  the  sacristan,  sister  Maria  Serafina  Pettuc- 
cioli,  having  written  an  account  of  her  sufferings 
to  Father  Martino,  of  the  monastery  of  S.  Buona- 
ventura,  who  was  at  that  time  their  confessor 
extraordinary,  he  exhorted  her  to  have  recourse 
to  Blessed  Leonard.  Sister  Maria  told  the  sick 
girl  what  was  prescribed  for  her,  and  then  left 
the  room ;  Anna  Vittoria  immediately  made  an 
act  of  faith,  took  the  image  of  Blessed  Leonard, 
which  was  placed  near  her  bed,  and  applied  it  to 
her  leg,  when  instantly  she  felt  herself  entirely 
cured.  Presently  one  of  the  nuns  entered  her 
room,  and  she  asked  for  her  clothes,  put  them 
on,  and  got  out  of  bed  without  assistance,  and 
declared  she  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  her 
strength  also  returned  at  the  same  moment,  and 
she  recovered  her  flesh,  and  fresh  bright  corn- 
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plexion.  As  soon  as  she  was  dressed,  she  ran 
through  the  dormitory  and  down  stairs,  where 
the  nuns  and  children  were  assembled,  and  joy- 
fully related  what  had  happened  to  her,  and 
afterwards  made  her  confessor  acquainted  with 
the  facts.  They  were  all  filled  with  wonder  on 
hearing  of  this  miraculous  cure,  having  just  before 
seen  her  at  the  point  of  death,  and  looking  almost 
like  a  corpse,  and  now  she  came  before  them  in 
perfect  health,  and  robust,  as  if  she  never  had 
been  ill.  The  following  day  Francesco  Raniero 
Parazzini,  the  medical  attendant  of  the  convent, 
came  to  visit  hor,  who,  when  he  beheld  her,  was 
thunderstruck,  and  in  order  to  feel  more  certain 
of  the  miracle,  he  ordered  that  no  medicine 
should  be  given  her,  and  that  she  should  return 
to  her  former  mode  of  life.  This  was  done,  but 
she  continued  in  perfect  health,  and  the  nuns 
and  the  physician  juridically  testified  to  the 
miracle. 

Sinforosa  Betti,  of  Leprignano,  the  wife  of  Ales- 
sandro  Pezza,  in  January,  1787,  was  returning 
home  from  Civitella  through  a  wood,  when  she 
accidentally  fell  amongst  the  briars,  aud  tore  the 
skin  off  her  leg ;  and  although  it  was  most  painful, 
and  the  blood  flowed,  she  continued  her  journey. 
On  arriving  at  home  she  was  occupied  with  other 
things,  and  took  no  thought  of  the  accident  until 
her  leg  became  inflamed  and  swollen  ;  there  was  a 
great  discharge  of  blood  and  matter,  which  corro- 
ded the  skin.  Four  or  five  days  after,  in  putting 
on  her  shoes  by  mistake,  she  put  the  left  shoe, 
which  had  been4  steeped  in  the  blood  and  matter 
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which  flowed  from  the  sore,  on  the  right  foot,  and 
caused  a  similar  wound  to  break  out  in  the  right 
leg.  It  increased  by  degrees  until  it  extended 
from  her  knee  to  her  foot,  and  became  so  offen. 
sive  that  no  one  could  bear  to  come  near  her. 
For  some  time  she  applied  no  remedy,  but  her 
sufferings  increasing  she  consulted  a  surgeon,  who 
pronounced  her  case  incurable.  However,  to  al- 
leviate the  pain,  and  correct  the  acrimony  of  the 
blood,  he  prescribed  some  decoctions  of  herbs, 
and  other  medicines,  which  were  of  no  avail. 
In  July,  1788,  she  went  to  Rome,  where  she  con- 
sulted another  surgeon,  who  also  pronounced  her 
case  incurable,  and  although  he  ordered  her  some 
ointment  to  mitigate  the  pain,  it  was  of  no  use. 
At  last  she  applied  dock  leaves,  but  this  failed  ; 
nothing  was  found  of  the  least  avail ;  the  evil  in- 
creased every  day,  and  was  terrible  to  behold. 
At  the  end  of  September,  1789,  she  was  to  return 
to  Leprignano  with  her  companion  Felice  Perini, 
and  on  the  19th  she  went  to  the  church  of  S. 
Buonaventura,  to  ask  the  prayers  of  Blessed  Leo- 
nard. As  she  went  along  she  kept  constantly 
saying,  "My  Saint,  cure  my  leg."  This  was  her 
only  prayer ;  for  as  she  said,  the  pain  prevented 
her  even  saying  a  Pater  noster.  Whilst  she  was 
thus  praying,  the  pain  by  degrees  ceased  in  both 
legs,  and  she  felt  a  great  irritation  in  the  skin,  a 
sign  of  the  cure  effected,  and  on  her  return  home 
she  walked  without  the  least  difficulty.  She  slept 
soundly  all  night,  and  the  following  day  returned 
to  Leprignano,  her  native  place.  As  soon  as  she 
reached  home  she  took  off  her  shoes,  and  found 
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both  her  legs  entirely  cured,  the  linen  with  which 
they  were  swathed  and  the  dock-leaves  fell  off, 
quite  dry ;  she  saw  to  her  great  amazement  and 
joy  that  all  the  sores  were  healed,  as  well  as  the 
swelling  and  inflammation,  and  the  skin  perfectly 
smooth  and  healthy.  She  called  her  husband 
quickly,  who  was  quite  astonished,  as  also  were  the 
neighbours,  and  all  praised  the  Lord,  for  having, 
through  the  merits  of  His  servant,  worked  so  great 
a  miracle. 

These  two  last  most  wonderful  miracles  were 
proposed  and  examined  aceording  to  the  usual 
most  rigid  rules  in  the  holy  Congregation  of  Rites 
by  the  Pontiff  Pius  VI.,  and  published  by  the 
decree  of  Approbation,  on  the  2nd  of  August,  1795, 
when  the  holy  pontiff  went  to  the  monastery  of  S. 
Buonaventura,  and  caused  the  same  proclamation 
to  be  made  in  the  room  from  whence  Blessed  Leo- 
nard ascended  to  heaven,  leaving  us  so  bright  an 
example  to  imitate,  and  a  firm  faith  that  we  may 
obtain  through  his  intercession  graces  and  favours 
from  heaven.  If  we  consider  all  his  apostolical  la- 
bours, his  heroic  virtues,  described  to  the  best  of 
our  abilities  in  the  present  volume,  we  may  truly 
say  as  did  Monsignore  Pieragostini,  bishop  of  San 
Severino,  when  in  1740  he  gave  a  mission  in  his 
diocese.  This  worthy  prelate,  in  a  sermon  he 
preached  on  the  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
took  the  occasion  to  speak  in  praise  of  Blessed 
Leonard,  and  after  having  declared  that  he  was  a 
man  sent  from  heaven  to  extirpate  vice  and  plant 
virtue,  and  that,  according  to  the  signification  of 
his  name,  he  was  a  lion,  who,  with  his  roaring, 
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made  hell  tremble,  and  raised  souls  who  were 
dead  in  their  sins,  and  that  he  was  also  the  oil  of 
spikenard,  for  with  the  odour  of  his  virtues  he 
regenerated  the  Church  :  he  concluded  by  repeat- 
ing the  following  lines : 

"  Praeco  Leonardus.   Leo  profert  ore  salutem. 
Nardus  virtutem  replet  odore  domum." 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  LIFE 

OF 

BLESSED  NICHOLAS  FATTORE, 

OF  THE  ORDER  OF  THE  OBSERVANTINE  MINOR  FRIARS 
OF  SAINT  FRANCIS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  LIFE 

OF 

BLESSED  NICHOLAS  FATTORE, 

OF  THE  ORDER  OF  THE  OBSERVANTINE  MINOR  FRIARS 
OF  SAINT  FRANCIS. 

BOOK  I. 

CHAPTER  I. 

OF.  THE  BIRTH  AND  CHILDHOOD  OF  BLESSED  NICHOLAS. 

The  citv  of  Valencia,  the  capital  of  one  of  the 
provinces  of  Spain,  has  ever  been  remarkable  for 
the  salubrity  of  its  position,  the  number  and 
riches  of  its  population,  the  wonderful  fertility 
of  its  soil,  the  majestic  appearance  of  its  build- 
ings, and  still  more  for  the  honourable  manner 
in  which  its  inhabitants  have  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  army,  in  diplomacy,  and  in  science  ; 
and  for  the  number  who,  having  excelled  in  the 
perfection  of  evangelical  sanctity,  have  been  glori- 
fied by  God.    Valencia  was  the  birth-place  of 
Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore ;  a  sketch  of  whose 
life  we  are  about  to  give,  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  edification  of  His  elect. 

Vincenzo  Fattore,  born  at  Syracuse  in  Sicily, 


Digitized  by  Google 


362 


NICIIOLAS  FA.TTOKE. 


repaired  in  his  youth  to  Valencia,  and  there  set- 
tled. Being  in  easy  circumstances  and  a  good 
Christian,  he  wooed  and  won  for  his  bride  Ursula 
Stagna,  a  native  of  Albaida,  a  young  lady  of 
extreme  modesty  and  of  exemplary  piety.  Four 
sons  and  three  daughters  were  the  fruit  of  this 
marriage.  Blessed  Nicholas  was  the  second,  and 
was  born  on  the  festival  of  the  Prince  of  the 
Apostles,  June  29th,  in  the  year  1520.  A  mi- 
raculous favour  obtained  by  his  father  through 
the  intercession  of  S.  Nicholas,  together  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  child  having  been  born  on 
the  day  consecrated  to  S.  Peter,  induced  him  to 
give  the  double  name  Pietro  Niccolo  to  this  his 
second-born  child.  Out  of  devotion  to  S.  Vincent 
Ferrer  he  was  baptised  in  the  same  holy  font 
where,  two  centuries  before,  S.  Vincent  had  him- 
self been  baptised  in  the  church  of  S.  Stephen 
the  first  martyr.  These  worthy  parents,  both  by 
word  and  example,  gave  their  children  such  a  Chris- 
tian education  as  became  them,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  witnessing  its  salutary  effects  in  all  of 
them.  From  his  earliest  infancy  they  were  con- 
vinced that  Pietro  Niccolo  was  prevented  by  God 
with  most  special  benediction.  They,  and  others 
who  knew  him  when  he  was  about  four  or  five 
years  old,  declared  that  they  never  saw  anything 
puerile  in  his  conduct ;  whereas,  even  then,  they 
saw  many  indications  of  perfection  in  him.  Be- 
fore he  reached  the  age  of  five,  he  began  to  fast 
three  days  in  the  week,  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Saturday  ;  his  fast  on  Saturday  was  so  rigorous, 
that  he  never  would  allow  himself  so  much  as  a 
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drop  of  water  before  his  dinner  hour.  When  he 
was  five  years  old  he  went  to  a  public  school, 
which  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  increasing 
and  concealing  his  fasts.  His  little  collation, 
which,  like  the  other  children,  he  used  to  carry 
with  him  to  school,  he  distributed,  either  partially 
or  entirely,  amongst  the  poor  whom  he  happened 
to  meet  on  the  road.  Whilst  yet  a  mere  child,  as 
he  was  going  through  the  public  street  on  his  way 
to  school,  in  company  with  others  of  his  own 
age,  he  met  a  beggar  covered  with  sores ;  Nicho- 
las knelt  down  at  the  beggar's  feet,  kissed  them 
and  his  hands  very  devoutly,  and  then  besought 
the  poor  man  to  give  him  his  blessing.  The  other 
children  laughed  at  him,  but  an  elderly  person, 
who  had  witnessed  the  scene  with  astonishment, 
reproved  the  scoffers,  highly  commended  the  pious 
act  of  Nicholas,  and  predicted  that  the  child 
would  one  day  be  a  great  servant  of  the  Lord. 

When  he  was  ten  years  old,  he  once  saw  a  poor 
woman  covered  with  a  hideous  leprosy  from  head 
to  foot,  standing  at  the  door  of  the  hospital  of  S. 
Lazarus ;  prostrating  himself,  he  tenderly  kissed 
her  feet  and  hands,  and  begged  her  blessing. 
One  of  his  companions  asked  him  how  he  could 
kiss  those  feet  and  hands,  covered  as  they  were 
with  most  loathsome  filth ;  the  blessed  child  an- 
swered, "I  did  not  kiss  the  repulsive  filth  of 
that  poor  woman,  but  the  sweet  wounds  of  Jesus 
Christ"  In  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  such  a  lively 
and  active  faith  is  a  true  and  inoontestible  proof 
that  the  Divine  Spirit  had,  even  at  that  early 
age,  taken  full  possession  of  the  boy's  soul,  and 
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dwelt  therein  with  special  complacency,  affection- 
ately working  there,  and  enriching  it  with  hea- 
venly gifts  and  graces.  Guided  by  that  celestial 
wisdom,  he  began  when  but  a  child,  and  ever 
after  continued  to  visit  the  hospitals,  serving  and 
consoling  the  sick  with  incredible  tenderness  and 
charity  ;  and  he  often  exhorted  his  companions  to 
this  practice,  occasionally  taking  some  of  them 
with  him.  He  used  to  remind  them  that  it  was 
Jesus  Himself  whom  they  visited  in  the  persons  of 
the  sick  in  the  hospitals,  and  that  our  Divine 
Redeemer  looks  upon  every  act  of  charity  done 
for  His  sake  to  the  sick  poor  as  done  to  Himself. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that  in  those  days, 
visiting  the  hospital  for  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ 
was  a  work  of  Christian  charity  practised  but  by 
few,  so  that  it  required  that  they  who  did  it 
should  possess  a  more  than  ordinary  share  of  divine 
charity. 

One  morning,  a  school-fellow,  in  childish  giddi- 
ness, accused  him  to  the  master  of  negligence  in 
his  studies,  for  which  he  received  a  couple  of 
slight  lashes  ;  soon  afterwards  the  master  quitted 
the  class,  when  Blessed  Nicholas,  in  presence  of 
all  his  companions,  knelt  down,  begged  his  ac- 
cuser's pardon  for  the  scandal  given  by  his  neg- 
lect, and  with  humble  sincerity  thanked  him  for 
the  charity  with  which  he  had  sought  his  amend- 
ment. When  the  wise  master  was  informed  of 
this,  he  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of  the 
striking  virtue  displayed  by  such  a  child ;  prog- 
nosticating the  perfection  to  which  he  would  at- 
tain when  of  mature  age.    The  life  which  holed 
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at  home  rendered  him  amiable  to  every  one  ;  he 
was  strictly  obedient  and  affectionately  respectful 
to  all ;  remarkable  for  his  love  of  retirement,  when 
he  was  ever  occupied,  either  in  study  or  prayer, 
or  in  conversing  with  feeling  simplicity  on  spiri- 
tual subjects  with  the  members  of  his  family, 
every  one  called  him  a  holy,  innocent  child.  One 
fact,  tolerably  significant  of  the  effects  of  his 
exemplary  conduct,  was  declared  in  the  processes. 
His  father  had  a  Moorish  female  slave,  most  ob- 
stinately attached  to  mahomedanism ;  this  wo- 
man was  at  length  so  struck  by  the  charity  of 
Nicholas,  then  a  child,  and  by  his  unwavering 
and  engaging  sanctity,  which  shone  forth  in  all 
his  actions,  that  she  felt  convinced  such  a  child 
could  only  be  guided  by  the  one  Supreme  God, 
and  that  his  religion  alone  could  be  true  and  di- 
vine ;  yielding  to  this  conviction,  she  embraced 
the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  was  baptised. 

If,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  he  saw  anything 
that  could  offend  our  Lord,  he  courageously,  yet 
kindly,  admonished  and  scolded  his  equals  and  in- 
feriors ;  whilst  towards  his  superiors  he  used  pru- 
dence and  respect,  humbly  begging  them  to  re- 
member that  God  ought  to  be  honoured  and  rever- 
enced by  every  one,  and  that  whoever  offended 
Him  drew  down  divine  chastisements  on  them- 
selves ;  he  always  corrected  those  who  dared  to 
take  the  holy  name  of  God  in  vain,  or  the  names 
of  Mary  and  the  Saints,  an  abuse  which  was  very 
common  in  those  days.  As  years  rolled  on,  so 
did  Blessed  Nicholas  advance  in  virtue  and  perfec- 
tion ;  without  slackening  for  a  single  day,  he  per- 
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severed  in  the  above-described  virtuous  career 
till  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  age ;  to  this  we 
may  add  that  at  the  proper  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  holy  sacraments  of  confession  and  com- 
munion, which  he  regularly  frequented,  which 
seculars  then  did  but  rarely.  He  constantly  at- 
tended the  church  services,  especially  on  festivals, 
assisting  at  all  the  divine  offices,  and  at  sermons ; 
he  studied  indefatigably,  and  made  great  pro- 
gress. At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  wrote  ex- 
tremely well,  was  well  versed  in  his  own  and  in  the 
Latin  languages,  in  both  of  which  he  composed 
well  both  in  prose  and  verse  ;  he  had  acquired  the 
principles  of  music,  played  on  the  cymbal,  sung 
with  taste  and  skill,  and  could  paint  well. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HE  ENTERS  THE  ORDER  OP  THE  MINOR  FRIARS. 

Almighty  God  already  called  His  servant  to 
solitude,  where  he  might  be  wholly  free  from 
the  disturbances  of  worldly  affairs  as  far  as  it 
was  possible;  and  the  pious  youth's  sole  study 
was  to  ascertain  the  Divine  will  with  regard  to 
what  order  he  was  to  make  choice  of.  By  prayer 
and  fasting  he  besought  the  Almighty  to  guide 
him  in  an  affair  of  such  high  importance.  His 
father's  ideas,  however,  were  widely  different  from 
his  own ;  rejoicing  immeasurably  in  the  exem- 
plary conduct  of  Nicholas,  he  was  most  anx- 
ious to  have  him  suitably  settled  in  the  world. 
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He  had  a  private  interview  with  him,  when  he 
told  him  that  he  had  a  competent  sum  of  money 
which  he  intended  to  give  him,  in  order  that  he 
might  enter  into  partnership  with  some  merchant, 
and  devote  himself  to  commerce  ;  that  he  might, 
moreover,  look  out  for  a  wife  to  be  his  companion 
and  comfort,  and  that  the  emoluments  of  the 
mercantile  profession  would  enable  him  to  provide 
for  the  children  which  the  Lord  would  give  him 
in  due  time,  to  be  brought  up  in  the  divine  ser- 
vice, as  he  himself  had  done  with  regard  to 
Nicholas  and  his  brothers  and  sisters.  With  great 
respect  and  lively  gratitude  Nicholas  thanked 
his  affectionate  father  for  his  obliging  offers,  but 
frankly  and  firmly  told  him  that  he  could  not 
accept  them,  being  already  espoused  to  the  one 
Supreme  Good,  to  whom  he  had  entirely  conse- 
crated himself,  and  that  he  could  follow  no  other 
commerce  than  that  of  Paradise.  It  is  probable 
that  this  answer  was  not  altogether  unexpected  by 
his  father  ;  still,  though  Christian  piety  was  dear 
to  him,  the  dread  of  losing  so  excellent  a  son  was 
no  small  cross  to  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  Nicholas  prayed  more 
fervently  than  ever  that  our  Lord  would  be 
pleased  to  conduct  him  to  the  house  for  which 
he  was  destined,  and  to  which  he  had  been  called 
for  some  time  past.  After  class  hours,  he  used 
frequently  to  repair  to  the  monastery  of  Minor- 
Friars,  called  "  S.  Maria  di  Gesu,"  distant  some- 
what less  than  a  mile  from  the  city  of  Valencia. 
After  spending  some  time  in  prayer  in  the  church, 
he  conversed  with  such  of  the  religious  as  he 
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happened  to  be  acquainted  with.  Towards  the 
end  of  November,  1537,  repairing  as  usual  to 
the  above-named  monastery,  our  Lord  gave  him 
clearly  to  understand  that  this  was  the  house  for 
which  He  had  destined  him.  After  recommending 
himself  anew  to  God  with  redoubled  fervour, 
he  presented  himself  to  the  father-guardian,  and 
throwing  himself  on  his  knees,  he  with  deep 
humility  and  many  tears  besought  him  in  cha- 
rity to  admit  him  amongst  the  sons  of  S.  Fran- 
cis. The  prudent  superior  admired  the  fervour 
and  humility  of  the  supplicating  youth ;  and  in 
his  heart  he  blessed,  and  thanked  the  Lord  for 
sending  him  so  fervent  a  novice ;  however,  he 
judged  that  time  and  trial  ought  to  prove  his 
vocation:  he  bade  him  rise,  extolled  his  design, 
with  which  he  expressed  himself  much  pleased, 
but  gave  him  to  understand  the  propriety  of 
examining  whether  his  fervent  desires  proceeded 
from  the  spirit  of  God.  He  represented  to  him  in 
terms  the  most  distasteful  to  human  nature,  the 
extreme  poverty  of  the  seraphical  order,  the  ex- 
cessive and  oppressive  toils  of  the  religious,  the 
number  and  the  rigour  of  their  fasts,  and  in  fine, 
the  whole  austerity  of  the  rule  of  S.  Francis.  He 
reminded  him  of  his  duty  as  a  son,  and  of  the 
grief  he  would  occasion  to  his  family,  if  he  left 
home  without  their  knowledge  and  consent.  In 
a  word,  he  said  all  he  possibly  could  to  induce 
him  to  reflect  on  so  many  important  points.  But 
divine  charity,  when  sincere,  so  far  from  being  ex- 
tinguished by  many  waters,  becomes  more  vigour- 
ous,  and  its  blessed  flames  are  more  expanded 
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thereby.  The  youthful  Nicholas,  kneeling  and 
weeping,  pleaded  his  own  cause  so  well,  that  the 
father-guardian,  persuaded  and  convinced  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  vocation,  felt  in  a  manner  obliged 
to  allow  him  to  remain  in  the  convent.  When 
informed  of  the  circumstances,  as  he  soon  was, 
his  father  fainted  through  grief,  whilst  his  mother 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  were  inconsolable : 
but  the  beautifully  pious  letter  which  he  imme- 
diately wrote  to  his  affectionate  father,  and  the 
conversation  which  he  afterwards  had  with  him 
at  the  convent  of  "S.  Maria  di  Gesu,"  sub- 
dued the  affliction  of  his  family,  and  gave  gen- 
eral comfort.  He  spoke  to  his  father  with  such 
unction  and  eloquence,  as  to  make  him  sensible 
of  the  great  favour  God  conferred  on  him  by 
choosing  one  of  his  sons  to  be  the  servant  and 
minister  of  the  crucified  Redeemer ;  so  that  after 
a  time  his  father  and  mother  became  contented 
and  joyful,  thanking  the  Lord  for  honouring  them 
so  far  as  to  call  a  child  of  tbeir's, — one  so  loved 
and  so  holy — to  the  seraphic  order.  On  the  fes- 
tival of  S.  Andrew  the  apostle  in  the  aforesaid 
year  1537,  he  put  on  the  habit  of  S.  Francis  in 
the  convent  of  "  S;  Maria  di  Gesu"  of  Valencia. 
It  may  be  remarked  that  Blessed  Nicholas  was 
born  to  this  world  on  the  festival  of  S.  Peter,  and 
was  born  in  religion  on  the  festival  of  S.  Andrew. 
Now  as  these  two  most  holy  brothers  were  ena- 
moured of  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  both  died 
on  the  cross,  it  may  piously  be  believed  that  our 
Lord  would  by  this  coincidence  pre-announce  that 
Blessed  Nicholas  would  be  distinguished  by  his 
to 
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great  love  of  the  cross,  in  the  same  way  as  this 
love  had  been  the  distinctive  characteristic  of  the 
two  brother-apostles,  of  whom  Andrew  was  the 
first  called  to  the  apostolate  by  Jesus  Christ, 
whilst  Peter  was  by  Him  constituted  the  first  and 
chief  of  the  apostles. 

Evangelical  humility,  the  foundation  of  all  vir- 
tues, is  peculiarly  the  virtue  of  the  religious  of  S. 
Francis.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  Nicholas 
put  on  the  habit  of  that  order,  he  was  tall,  well- 
proportioned,  healthy,  and  handsome  in  every 
way  ;  of  excellent  understanding,  and,  for  his  age, 
unusually  learned ;  he  played  on  various  instru- 
ments,  and  sung  well.  All  these  natural  endow- 
ments perhaps  made  his  directors  fear  that  he 
was  ill  suited  to  the  perfect  humility  peculiar  to 
the  order,  and  that  he  would  consequently  need 
much  practical  instruction,  but  they  soon  found 
out  their  mistake,  and  laid  aside  their  suspicions ; 
his  wonderful  meekness  and  humility  of  heart 
were  evident  to  every  one,  and  were  looked  upon 
as  his  natural  disposition.  After  the  death  of 
Blessed  Nicholas,  all  the  religious,  who  were  juridi- 
cally examined  in  the  processes,  unanimously  de- 
clared that  they  had  never  perceived  a  failing 
in  him,  nor  had  ever  heard  any  one  else  say 
that  they  had  done  so ;  that  in  his  whole  conduct 
they  ever  found  him  humble,  most  obedient,  an 
exact  observer  of  every  rule,  most  affable  to  all, 
ever  devout  in  the  recital  of  office,  and  much  given 
to  prolonged  prayer.  Whoever  knows  how  much 
of  high  perfection  is  required  by  the  rule  of  S. 
Francis,  will  understand  from  the  little  already 
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said,  that  Nicholas,  even  in  his  noviciate,  must 
have  been  a  youth  of  no  common  stamp  of  good- 
ness. He  had  two  .masters  during  this  time, 
both  of  whom  expressed  themselves  not  only  satis- 
fied, but  even  astonished  at  his  fervour  ;  their 
chief  care  was  to  put  a  curb  upon  him  with  regard 
to  labour,  fasting,  and  corporal  austerity. 

Having  completed  the  years  of  his  noviciate,  he 
besought  the  religious  assembled  in  chapter  to 
admit  him  to  profession,  protesting  with  sincere  hu- 
mility and  many  tears,  that  he  was  wholly  unwor- 
thy of  such  a  favour,  and  that  he  could  only 
expect  and  hope  for  it  from  the  heroic  charity  of 
the  religious,  who  were  much  affected,  and  highly 
admired  the  profound  humility  of  their  supplicant. 
He  made  his  solemn  profession  with  great  fervour 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent,  in  the  year  1538, 
in  the  said  convent  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesii ;  from 
whence  he  passed  to  the  convent  of  the  Madonna 
del  Pino,  in  the  town  of  Oliva,  where  he  studied 
philosophy  and  theology.  The  life  of  the  student 
did  not  in  the  least  cool  the  fervour  of  our  saint, 
he  went  through  these  two  courses  with  great 
credit,  though  his  progress  in  virtue  was  still 
more  marked.  He  was  the  implacable  enemy  of 
idleness,  devoting  himself  most  assiduously  to 
study,  and  employing  every  moment  of  spare 
time  in  some  useful  occupation  ;  his  favourite 
diversion,  even  when  a  student,  consisted  in  con- 
versing with  one  or  other  of  the  elderly  and  most 
holy  of  the  fathers,  asking  counsel  for  his  own 
better  progress  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  or  else 
in  discoursing  on  pious  subjects  with  one  of  the 
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most  fervent  of  his  companions ;  every  one  felt 
pleasure  in  hearing  him  speak  of  heavenly  things ; 
in  this  respect  he  had  a  peculiar  talent,  and  every 
one  acknowledged  that  the  greatest  recreations 
and  amusements  of  the  world  could  not  be  com- 
pared with  the  pleasure  to  be  experienced  in  the 
cheerful  engaging  discourses  of  Blessed  Nicholas 
on  spiritual  subjects.  At  the  age  appointed  by 
the  canons,  his  superiors  sent  him  to  Valencia  to 
receive  holy  orders.  His  ordiuation  being  ac- 
complished, he  returned  to  the  Madonna  del  Pino, 
where  he  sung  his  first  mass  with  extraordinary 
fervour,  and  afterwards  completed  the  course  of 
his  studies. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HE  IS  APPOINTED  TO  THE  OFFICE  OF  PREACHER. 

The  obedience  of  Blessed  Nicholas  was  ever 
most  perfect  and  heroic  ;  abandoning  himself  un- 
reservedly  into  the  hands  of  his  superiors,  his  only 
thought  was  to  obey  their  commands  implicitly. 
Superiors  seeing  him  well  qualified  by  virtue  and 
learning,  and  by  a  complication  of  natural  and 
divine  gifts,  for  every  department  of  the  sacred 
ministry,  decided  on  applying  him  to  the  func- 
tion of  preaching  the  word  of  God,  and  accord- 
ingly appointed  him  preacher  to  the  monastery  of 
S.  Francis  di  Chelva,  with  commission  to  preach 
on  all  festivals  and  other  days  of  particular  devo- 
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tion.  He  devoted  himself  to  this  duty  with  cheer- 
ful ardour,  and  from  the  very  first  gave  universal 
satisfaction ;  his  sermons  proving  most  beneficial 
to  his  hearers.  Preaching  so  often  was  a  great 
fatigue  to  him,  especially  in  the  beginning ;  but 
his  zeal  overcame  all,  and  he  often  repaired  to 
the  surrounding  villages  and  hamlets  to  announce 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  whereby  many  sinners  were 
brought  back  to  an  exemplary  course  of  life. 
Studying  for  his  sermons  did  not  hinder,  on  the 
contrary  it  rather  seconded  his  application  for 
prayer,  sa  that  it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that 
his  preaching  was  the  fruit  of  his  assiduous 
prayer. 

Adjoining  the  convent  of  Chelva  is  a  wood, 
with  several  small  chapels,  like  hermitages,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it.  When  Nicholas  had  complied 
with  all  his  choir  duties,  and  other  regular  observ- 
ances, if  he  had  any  spare  time,  he  would  go  to 
one  of  these  hermitages,  and  there  abandon  him- 
self to  prayer.  He  often  took  one  of  the  novices 
with  him,  and  after  enjoining  strict  secrecy,  he 
would  order  him  to  strike  him  severely  with  a  rod 
on  his  bare  back,  even  till  the  flesh  was  all  bruised 
and  torn.  No  wonder  that  his  sermons,  the  fruit 
of  such  fervent  prayer  and  generous  mortification, 
should  produce  great  results,  and  be  looked  upon 
as  excellent  and  perfect.  Some  of  the  religious 
visited  his  poor  cell,  purposely  to  examine  the 
books  from  whence  he  drew  his  lights,  as  well  as 
the  remarkable  form  of  his  sermons ;  but  they 
found  nothing  there  but  the  Scriptures  and  his 
breviary.   They  used  to  watch  at  the  door  of  his 
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cell,  when  he  retired  to  it  in  order  to  prepare  for 
preaching ;  and  were  exceedingly  moved  as  they 
beheld  him  prostrate  before  a  crucifix,  where 
he  remained  for  a  long  time  absorbed  in  prayer ; 
he,  however,  interrupted  his  prayer  three  several 
times  to  give  himself  a  severe  discipline,  and 
was  often  heard  to  say  with  fervent  confidence : 
"Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  hearetb!"  After 
thus  making  his  prayer,  which,  when  he  had  the 
time,  was  extended  to  several  hours,  he  entered 
the  pulpit.  One  of  his  religious  brethren,  a  man 
of  great  piety  and  goodness,  after  hearing  him 
preach  a  most  admirable  sermon  on  the  sublime 
mystery  of  the  Blessed  Trinity,  asked  him  in  aston- 
ishment how  it  was  that  he  had  been  able  to  dis- 
course with  such  accuracy  and  learning  on  so 
abstruse  a  subject,  and  having  had  so  short  a  time 
for  preparation.  With  a  sweet  and  humble  smile 
Blessed  Nicholas  answered  :  "Ah,  dear  father,  all 
things  are  soon  learned  at  the  foot  of  the  cru- 
cifix." 

The  fruit  of  his  preaching  corresponded  with 
the  divine  teaching  by  which  he  was  influenced. 
The  word  of  God  in  the  mouths  of  some  of  his 
servants  is  compared  to  an  impetuous  wind,  which 
uproots  and  shivers  the  noble  cedars  of  Libanus ; 
whilst  in  the  mouths  of  others  it  is  like  the  mild 
and  soothing  zephyr,  which,  by  degrees,  dissolves 
the  keenest  frost;  or  like  a  gentle  rain,  which 
fertilizes  the  parched  soil.  Blessed  Nicholas's 
mode  of  preaching  might  be  likened  to  the  latter. 
We  do  not  read  of  any  astounding  conversions 
effected  by  him ;  but  it  is  known  for  certain  that 
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he  continued  preaching  to  the  end  of  his  life 
in  the  two  provinces  of  Valencia  and  Catalonia ; 
everywhere  he  was  followed  by  crowds,  and  every- 
where he  induced  many  people  to  enter  upon  a 
christian  and  edifying  course  of  life.  Some  idea 
will  be  formed  of  the  concourse  of  persons  attend- 
ing his  sermons,  when  we  say  that  it  was  juridi- 
cally attested  in  the  processes,  that  even  in  large 
churches,  on  descending  from  the  pulpit,  so  great 
was  the  crowd,  that  men  were  obliged  to  raise  him 
on  their  shoulders,  and  carry  him  out,  in  order  to 
save  him  from  being  suffocated ;  again,  he  was 
often  obliged  to  preach  in  the  open  air,  to  satisfy 
the  multitudes,  when  the  windows  and  roofs  of 
the  houses  were  thronged  with  eager  listeners. 

The  efficacy  of  his  preaching  will  be  best  under- 
stood by  a  few  brief  facts,  selected  from  amongst 
many  in  the  processes.  When  at  Barcelona,  he 
was  invited  to  make  an  exhortation  to  that  illus- 
trious university,  where,  in  solemn  assembly, 
degrees  were  to  be  given  to  some  of  the  members 
who  had  successfully  completed  their  scientific 
and  literary  courses.  On  this  occasion  Blessed 
Nicholas  might  not  inaptly  be  compared  to  S.  Paul, 
when  introduced  to  preach  in  the  Areopagus  at 
Athens.  I  question  whether  he  could  have  had  a 
more  reverend  or  a  more  splendid  audience  ;  men 
who  were  not  likely  to  be  impressed  by  any  but  the 
most  solid  and  striking  of  arguments.  He  was  lis- 
tened to  by  all  with  equal  delight  and  profit,  and 
after  a  few  days,  three  youths  of  the  university,  who 
had  received  the  degree  of  bachelor,  moved  by  the 
I         discourse  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  entered  religious 

j 

Digitized  by  Google 


376 


KIC110LAS  FATTORE. 


houses,  one  becoming  a  Dominican,  and  the  two 
others  Capuchins. 

Once  when  he  was  going  to  preach  in  a  town 
belonging  to  the  bishopric  of  Segorbe,  he  said  on 
the  road  to  his  companions :  "  Three  several 
times  already  has  there  been  an  intention  of  call- 
ing us  to  preach  in  the  town  whither  we  are  going, 
but  the  devil  has  always  prevented  it,  (God  so 
permitting)  this  time,  however,  the  fiend  has  not 
succeeded ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  divine  word 
will  produce  great  fruit."    And  so  it  did. 

Besides  several  other  conversions,  there  was  one 
very  remarkable  and  edifying.  A  certain  noble 
lady  fascinated  by  a  cavalier,  of  rank  corresponding 
with  her  own,  was  leading  a  very  immoral  life ; 
so  carefully  did  they  conceal  their  delinquencies, 
that  both  of  them  were  looked  upon  as  very 
reputable  persons.  Blessed  Nicholas's  sermons 
did  not  suffice  to  move  this  guilty  lady  to 
sincere  repentance,  though  they  contributed  to- 
wards it.  He  found  means  to  see  her  privately, 
and  by  degrees  gave  her  to  understand  that  he 
knew  the  state  of  her  poor  sinful  soul.  The  lady 
blushed  when  she  found  herself  discovered  by  the 
servant  of  God ;  and  being  convinced  that  our 
Lord  had  thus  miraculously  enlightened  him  for 
the  sake  of  her  salvation,  she  became  penitent, 
made  her  confessions  with  marks  of  extraordinary 
contrition,  began  a  new  life,  and  persevered  in 
it  till  her  death ;  similar  in  this  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalen, the  sinner  of  the  Gospel,  with  the  exception 
that  whereas,  the  sins  and  penance  of  the  saints 
were  matters  of  public  notoriety,  those  of  the 
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lady  were  secret,  and  little  more  was  generally 
known  than  that  she  had  embraced  a  more  edify- 
ing life  through  the  preaching  of  Blessed  Nicholas, 
Another  incident  of  the  same  nature  occurred 
to  him  as  he  was  walking  in  the  streets  of  Valen- 
cia ;  happening  to  meet  a  lady,  he  bowed  cour- 
teously, and  then  secretly  said  to  her  with  much 
charity  and  kindness :  "  Poor  creature,  where  are 
you  going  to  ?  Your  footsteps  are  not  right,  and 
the  path  you  are  so  blindly  pursuing  will  lead  you 
to  eternal  perdition,  Alas!  return  to  the  right 
road ;  return  to  the  bosom  of  the  Sovereign 
Good."  The  unfortunate  woman  was  in  effect 
going  to  meet  her  paramour;  but  the  words  of 
Blessed  Nicholas  pierced  her  heart  like  a  dart ; 
contrite  and  weeping,  she  turned  back,  made  her 
confession,  and  did  penance  for  her  previous  irre- 
gularities. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

REMARKABLE  CIRCUMSTANCES  CONNECTED  WITH  THE 
PREACHING  OP  BLESSED  NICHOLAS. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  Lord  was  pleased  to 
glorify  the  preaching  of  Blessed  Nicholas  in  a  very 
unusual  manner.  Frequently  in  the  course  of  his 
sermons  he  was  ravished  in  God,  and  remained 
in  an  ecstasy  for  a  long  time ;  at  other  times  his 
body  was  raised  in  the  air  in  the  presence  of  a 
numerous  auditory.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
same  thing  is  recorded  of  any  other  saint.  We 
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shall  write  more  at  large  elsewhere  on  these  ecs- 
tasies of  our  saint ;  merely  touching  here  on  that 
which  occurred  when  he  was  in  public.  Preach- 
ing at  Valencia  in  the  church  of  the  Blessed  Tri- 
nity on  the  festival  of  S.  Mary  Magdalen,  he 
spoke  of  divine  charity,  when  his  face  suddenly 
became  inflamed ;  he  was  perceived  to  be  strug- 
gling, as  it  were,  for  some  time  against  the  at- 
traction of  the  Supreme  Good ;  but  at  length  he 
went  off  in  an  ecstasy,  becoming  immoveable  and 
wholly  absorbed  in  God,  remaining  so  till  the  end 
of  the  divine  offices. 

Another  time,  as  he  was  preaching  in  the 
church  of  S.  Thomas  at  Valencia,  he  fell  into  au 
ecstasy,  and  was  for  a  long  time  immoveable  in 
the  pulpit.  Three  persons  of  high  rank  were  so 
struck  at  this  sight,  that  becoming  penitent  they 
changed  their  lives,  made  their  confessions,  and 
from  sinners,  as  they  then  were,  they  became  exem- 
plary christians. 

In  the  parish  church  of  the  town  of  Oliva,  where 
he  was  preaching,  he  had  gone  through  a  great  part 
of  his  sermon,  when  he  suddenly  went  into  an  ecs- 
tasy, and  he  remained  in  that  state  in  the  pulpit 
till  the  solemn  mass  was  quite  finished.  His  com- 
panions ran  a  needle  into  his  foot  whilst  he  was 
in  this  state  of  ecstasy,  but  it  did  not  arouse  him, 
nor  did  he  feel  the  slightest  pain  at  the  time. 

Whilst  he  was  at  Valencia,  he  used  to  go  and 
preach  at  a  place  frequented  by  public  sinners ; 
once  as  he  was  addressing  these  unfortunate 
creatures,  he  fell  into  an  ecstasy  of  long  dura- 
tion :  to  prove  the  extent  of  his  abstraction,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


379 


see  how  far  his  sensibilities  were  deadened,  an 
indiscreet  man  drove  a  thick  needle  into  his  leg 
and  left  it  sticking  in  the  flesh.  Niccolo  felt 
nothing  at  the  time,  but  after  his  ecstasy,  as  he 
was  returning  to  his  convent,  he  began  to  feel  a 
sharp  pain  in  his  leg ;  the  needle  was  extracted, 
but  the  wound  was  not  cured  for  a  considerable 
time. 

One  Wednesday  in  holy  week,  as  he  was  preach- 
ing in  the  church  of  S.  Catherine  of  Sienna,  on 
the  agony  of  our  Lord  in  the  garden  of  Geth- 
semani,  he  was  suddenly  raised  in  spirit ;  with 
a  beaming  countenance,  and  a  voice  that  seemed 
something  more  than  human,  he  began  to  say : 
"Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God,  essentially  holy, 
prays,  suffers,  and  sweats  blood  from  excess  of 
grief,  whilst  Brother  Nicholas,  a  grievous  sinner, 
enjoys  delight,  inebriated  with  the  Sovereign 
Good  !"  These  words  drew  tears  from  the  whole 
audience.  On  returning  to  his  ordinary  state,  and 
seeing  the  contrite  emotion  of  the  people,  he  said, 
14  What,  brethren,  are  you  still  waiting  for  me  ? 
God  will  reward  your  patience  ;  a  new  life,  a  new 
book  ;  thus  do  I,  the  greatest  of  sinners,  promise  !" 
whereupon  the  tears  and  sighs  of  the  people  were 
redoubled.  Having  finished  his  sermon,  and 
quitted  the  pulpit,  he  raised  his  eyes  to  the  cruci- 
fix, went  off  again  into  an  ecstasy,  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  church ;  again  were  the  people  most 
deeply  affected,  and  burst  forth  in  a  strain  of  ten- 
der contrition :  a  great  crowd  began  to  collect 
round  him,  so  to  prevent  his  being  stifled  ;  a  num- 
ber of  vigorous  men  were  obliged  to  raise  him 
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in  their  arms,  break  a  passage  through  the  crowd, 
and  carry  him  along,  he  being  all  the  time  in  an 
ecstasy,  and  unconscious  of  what  was  going  on ;  at 
length  they  succeeded  in  conveying  him  into  the 
sacristy. 

He  was  extraordinary  confessor  to  the  nuns  in 
Valencia,  and  was  at  their  convent  one  day  when 
there  was  a  procession  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament, 
he  himself  carrying  the  monstrance  ;  on  reaching 
the  steps  of  the  altar,  he  began  a  discourse  on  the 
love  which  Jesus  bore  to  his  beloved  disciple  S. 
John ;  he  spoke  with  so  much  unction,  that  the 
whole  audience  began  to  weep  with  devotion ;  he 
himself  became  immoveable  and  ecstatic  ;  uncon- 
sciously to  himself  the  Blessed  Sacrament  was 
taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  replaced  in  the  taber- 
nacle, and  he  remained  in  his  ecstasy  till  late  at 
night.  On  recovering  from  these  ecstasies  in  the 
pulpit,  it  was  remarkable  that  he  always  resumed 
his  discourse  precisely  where  he  had  come  to  a  stop. 
In  one  of  these  ecstasies  he  was  seen  with  his 
whole  body  raised  in  the  air. 

He  had  a  great  devotion  to  the  infant  Jesus ; 
hence  almost  every  year  his  fellow-religious  made 
him  preach  on  Christmas  eve,  and  on  these 
occasions  he  generally  fell  into  an  ecstasy,  and 
sometimes  remained  so  from  the  morning  of  the 
vigil  till  midnight.  In  one  of  these  long  ecstasies 
he  predicted  great  and  terrible  future  events, 
which  were  afterwards  fully  verified. 

Besides  these  ecstasies,  he  was  seen  by  many 
people  with  rays  of  light  issuing  from  his  face 
and  whole  person  when  he  was  preaching ;  and 
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S.  Francis  and  angels  were  seen  around  him 
assisting  hiin  in  the  pulpit.  Omitting  many 
other  similar  prodigies,  we  will  end  this  chap- 
ter with  a  curious  and  amusing  incident.  As 
he  was  once  preaching,  seated  on  level  ground, 
in  the  church  of  S.  Lazarus  at  Valencia,  a  hen 
with  a  hrood  of  chickens  entered  the  church,  and 
terrified  at  the  sight  of  the  crowd,  they  began  to 
flutter  and  cackle  most  energetically ;  the  whole 
audience  was  in  commotion  ;  but  Blessed  Nicho- 
las, by  word  and  gesture,  commanded  silence,  and 
then  said,  "Brethren,  these  little  animals  are  like- 
wise God  Almighty's  creatures  ;  they,  too,  wish  to 
listen  to  the  word  of  their  Lord :  leave  them 
alone.''  The  hen  and  her  chickens  went  very 
quietly  and  placed  themselves  at  the  holy  man's 
feet>  fixing  their  eyes  on  his  face.  Nicholas  re- 
sumed his  discourse,  and  continued  it  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  time  the 
birds  remained  where  they  were  without  stirring, 
and  in  the  attitude  of  attentive  listeners. 


CHAPTER  V. 

BLESSED  NICHOLAS  IS  MADE  GUARDIAN. 

His  sermons,  from  the  applause  they  created,  and 
the  amazing  fruit  which  everywhere  and  in  all 
classes  resulted  from  them,  rendered  the  name 
of  Blessed  Nicholas  famous  throughout  the  pro- 
vince of  Valencia.    His  superiors  had  no  idea  of 
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withdrawing  him  from  this  important  ministry, 
but  felt  convinced  that  he  was  fully  competent 
to  the  double  task  of  government  and  preaching. 
In  the  year  1548  a  chapter  of  the  order  was  held 
at  Valencia,  when  Nicholas  was  elected  guardian 
of  the  conveut  called  Valle  di  Gesu,  very  retired 
and  of  very  strict  observance  ;  it  was  situated  at 
about  three  miles  distance  from  Valencia.  In 
proportion  as  every  one  else  rejoiced  at  this  elec- 
tion, he  was  most  deeply  afflicted.  He  repre- 
sented to  his  superiors  his  too  great  youth  and  his 
inability  to  govern  ;  he  found  numberless  demerits 
in  himself,  to  which  he  added  tears  and  entreaties, 
that  he  might  be  dispensed  from  an  obedience  so 
oppressive  to  him.  His  superiors  gave  him  no  other 
answer  than  that  he  ought  calmly  to  submit  to  the 
dispensations  of  Divine  Providence.  With  holy 
indifference  of  mind,  but  with  a  great  hope  of 
being  heard,  he  remained  in  the  choir  after  com- 
plin, on  the  vigil  of  the  Ascension,  and  began  to 
beseech  Almighty  God  to  relieve  him  from  the 
burden  of  superiority.  After  praying  for  some 
time  with  extraordinary  fervour,  he  was  raised  in 
ecstasy,  wholly  absorbed  in  God.  The  father  com- 
missary-general and  the  others  in  the  convent  or 
S.  Maria  di  Gesu,  where  the  chapter  had  been 
held,  were  informed  of  it,  and  all  hastened  to  the 
choir  to  look  at  Niccolo,  whom  they  found  with 
a  face  like  that  of  an  angel,  insensible  to  all  cor- 
poral objects,  and  immoveable,  with  the  exception 
that  now  and  then  he  struck  his  breast,  and  sweetly 
said  these  words,  "My  heart  is  ready,  0  God, 
my  heart  is  ready."    He  continued  in  this  ecs- 
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tasy  till  the  morning  of  the  Ascension,  when 
mass  being  ended,  he  went  to  father  cominissary 
and  father  provincial,  and  told  them  with  great 
simplicity  that  he  submitted,  and  consented  to  fill 
the  office  of  guardian.  This  convinced  them  that 
God  had  signified  His  will  to  him  in  some  extra- 
ordinary manner.  The  results  of  his  government 
fully  corroborated  this  opinion  and  the  general 
expectation.  When  superior,  he  made  not  the 
slightest  change  in  his  mode  of  life,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  he  held  himself  obliged  to  be  the  most 
exact  of  all  in  the  observance  of  the  rules,  to  take 
upon  himself  the  greatest  share  of  toil,  and  to  make 
himself  in  all  things  the  servant  of  all  the  reli- 
gious committed  to  his  charge.  It  is  inconceiv- 
able with  what  care  and  assiduity  he  saw  that 
none  of  his  subjects  were  left  without  those  ne- 
cessaries and  little  conveniences  permitted  by  the 
rule  and  poverty  of  S.  Francis,  or  the  exquisite 
delicacy  with  which  he  attended  to  their  wants, 
and  this  during  the  whole  time  that  he  was  su- 
perior, which  was  for  many  years.  In  the 
different  monasteries  in  which  he  governed,  he 
knew  how  to  maintain  perfect  peace  and  mutual 
charity  amongst  the  brethren,  inspiring  a  filial 
confidence  in  all  of  them  towards  himself,  so  that 
they  freely  had  recourse  to  him  in  all  their  ne- 
cessities, both  spiritual  and  temporal.  He  loved 
them  all,  not  only  with  a  father's,  but  with  a  mo- 
ther's love ;  each  one  of  them  felt  persuaded 
that  he  was  loved  by  him,  as  much  as  if  he  alone 
enjoyed  all  the  affection  and  all  the  solicitude  of 
this  good  father. 
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He  was  the  first  in  the  choir  and  at  all  other 
duties  of  the  community.  At  recreation  he  was 
the  most  cheerful  of  all,  and  instead  of  allowing 
his  rank  to  impose  anything  like  importunate  sub- 
jection on  the  rest,  his  familiar  affability  of  man- 
ner, his  amusing  jokes  and  simple  hilarity,  con- 
tributed to  make  every  one  happy  and  cheerful 

He  was  most  zealous  on  the  point  of  strict 
regularity,  but  with  the  utmost  discretion,  pru- 
dence, and  charity.  He  overlooked  no  failings, 
but  he  corrected  and  punished  with  such  judicious 
gentleness,  that  even  his  very  corrections  con- 
vinced the  delinquents  that  they  were  sincerely 
loved  by  their  saintly  father. 

He  was  guardian  of  several  houses  for  many 
years ;  he  was  likewise  the  definitor  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  all  the  witnesses  who  were  examined 
in  the  processes  for  his  canonization,  attested  that 
his  method  of  government  had  ever  been  perfect, 
as  far  as  is  possible  in  man  ;  that  he  was  loved 
and  revered  by  his  subjects,  that  he  was  ever 
careful  to  promote  the  deserving,  and  to  keep 
back  those  who  were  not  so,  that  on  this  point 
he  could  neither  be  moved  by  the  love  or  fear  of 
any  one,  and  that  he  encountered  contradictions 
and  trials,  neither  few  nor  trifling  on  this  very 
account. 

In  the  year  1556  Blessed  Nicholas  was  guardian 
of  the  monastery  of  S.  Francis  di  Chelva.  The 
whole  province  of  Valencia  was  then  afflicted  with 
a  deplorable  scarcity  of  provisions,  and  the  alms 
on  which  our  religious  depended  were  not  too 
abundant ;  Nicholas,  however,  insisted  that  every 
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beggar  should  be  relieved;  and  this  was  done. 
One  of  the  brothers  declared  on  oath  that  he 
alone  had  distributed  at  least  twelve  loads  of  corn 
to  the  poor,  by  order  of  father-guardian.  During 
all  this  time  the  religious  themselves  were  never 
stinted  of  their  usual  allowance,  whilst  the  poor, 
who  daily  went  in  great  numbers,  were  never 
refused  an  alms;  every  on©  was  of  opinion  that 
God  multiplied  the  stores  of  the  convent  accord- 
ing to  necessity,  for  the  sake  of  the  merits  of 
father-guardian.  A  woman  of  bad  character,  but 
recently  converted,  who  dwelt  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  Chelva,  hearing  of  the  alms  bestowed 
at  the  monastery,  being  pressed  by  hunger  went 
thither,  accompanied  by  her  daughter,  a  very 
beautiful  young  girl ;  she  asked  to  see  the  father- 
guardian,  exposed  to  him  the  state  of  destitution 
to  which  she  and  her  daughter  were  reduced,  and 
then  to  induce  him  to  relieve  them,  she  offered 
the  damsel  to  him.  Horrified  at  such  a  proposal, 
Nicholas  fled  away,  and  hastening  to'  the  church, 
he  besought  Almighty  God,  with  tears  and  groans, 
to  preserve  him,  and  these  two  poor  females 
pressed  by  hunger,  from  yielding  to  any  danger- 
ous temptation.  He  then  sent  an  elderly  steady 
religious  to  give  them  an  alms,  desiring  him  to 
remind  them  of  the  holy  fear  of  God,  and  of  the 
confidence  which  they  ought  to  place  in  His  pro- 
tection, for  that  He  would  not  fail  to  provide  for 
them,  if  they  proved  their  fidelity  to  Him  by  the 
observance  of  His  holy  law.  The  two  women  were 
highly  edified  by  the  kindness,  charity,  and  virtue 
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of  Nicholas,  and  themselves  gave  publicity  to  the 
above  details. 

In  addition  to  the  affliction  of  the  existing 
scarcity  in  Valencia,  there  was  every  reason  to 
apprehend  still  greater  misery :  there  had  been 
several  months  of  dry  weather ;  the  seeds  already 
sown  had  not  as  yet  appeared  above  ground,  nor 
was  there  a  possibility  of  planting  those  which  were 
still  unsown.  Blessed  Nicholas  in  his  frequent 
sermons  urged  the  people  to  appease  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  :  several  pious  processions  were  made, 
and  prayer  and  fasting  went  on  for  many  days. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  there  was  not  the  slight- 
est sign  of  rain.  One  day  he  preached  to  the 
people  with  extraordinary  fervour ;  they  were 
profoundly  moved,  and  abundant  were  the  tears 
they  shed  ;  long  and  ardently  did  they  implore 
the  Divine  succour  in  this  their  present  necessity. 
Nicholas  encouraged  them  to  persevere  in  prayer, 
tenderly  reminding  them  of  the  infinite  goodness 
of  God,  and  of  the  sweet  and  paternal  charity  with 
which  He  loves  us:  "let  us,  0  my  brethren," 
said  he,  "rest  in  the  affectionate  arms  of  our 
Almighty  and  Divine  Father,  and  let  us  hope 
that  He  will  soon  console  us."  On  returning  to 
his  convent,  he  assembled  his  religious,  made 
them  a  powerful  and  fervent  exhortation,  be- 
seeching them  to  unite  altogether  in  renewing 
their  supplications  to  God,  under  the  present 
threatening  calamities,  recommending  them  to 
second  their  prayers  by  mortification,  by  each  one 
giving  himself  a  severe  discipline.  This  was 
done;    many  scourged   themselves  to  blood; 
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Blessed  Nicholas  more  than  all  the  rest.  At  that 
very  hour  the  heavens  became  overcast ;  a  co- 
pious but  gentle  rain  fell,  which  relieved  all  fear, 
and  fertilised  the  soil  in  a  wonderful  manner. 
Every  one  joyfully  proclaimed  that  the  sanctity 
of  Nicholas  had  obtained  this  blessing  from  the 
Lord. 

We  omit  many  other  facts  glorious  to  our  saint, 
some  of  which  we  shall  refer  to,  when  treating  of 
his  virtues. 


CHAPTER  VL 

HE  IS  MADE  MASTER  OF  NOVICES. 

The  exalted  sanctity  of  Nicholas,  who  by  this 
time  was  famed  and  revered  throughout  the  whole 
province  of  Valencia,  his  perfect  discernment  of 
spirits,  as  we  shall  show  in  its  proper  place,  and 
above  all,  his  admirable  prudence  and  talent  in 
the  direction  of  souls,  determined  his  superiors 
to  appoint  him  master  of  novices  in  the  con- 
vent of  S.  Francis  at  Valencia.  During  the  time 
that  he  told  this  office,  he  had  always  twenty, 
two  or  more  novices  under  him,  who  all  declared 
that  they  had  ever  found  him  an  accomplished 
model  of  evangelical  perfection,  according  to 
the  spirit  of  8.  Francis  ;  to  be  such,  he  had 
nothing  else  to  do  but  to  continue  what  he 
had  all  along  been.  He  loved  his  spiritual  chil- 
dren with  a  stronger,  sweeter,  and  more  sincere 
affection  than  their  natural  parents  could  have 
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felt  for  them.  When  necessary,  he  corrected 
and  punished  them  as  the  rule  directed,  with 
so  much  efficacy,  yet  with  so  much  charity, 
that  even  in  his  very  chastisements,  the  youths 
acknowledged  the  love  of  their  holy  father,  and 
were  grateful  to  him  for  it.  He  exercised  his 
novices  in  every  virtue,  especially  in  humility, 
the  characteristic  virtue  of  our  holy  father  S. 
Francis,  as  it  must  likewise  be  that  of  all  his  true 
children.  The  better  to  instruct  his  novices  in 
this  great  virtue,  he  relied  on  example  rather  than 
on  words.  Frequently  did  he  collect  his"  novices 
around  him,  and  then  with  deep  shame  and  grief, 
he  told  them  that  he  was  a  great  hypocrite,  who 
by  his  deceit  imposed  on  his  religious  brethren 
and  on  the  world ;  that  under  specious  appear- 
ances, he  in  reality  transgressed  all  the  constitu- 
tions and  rules  of  the  order  ;  and  that  if  men  did 
but  know  his  sins,  they  would  abhor  and  execrate 
him  as  they  would  a  fiend  from  hell.  After  this 
he  ordered  each  of  his  novices  to  reprehend  him 
severely  for  some  vice,  telling  them  they  need  not 
fear  making  a  mistake  in  their  selection,  because 
all  vices  dwelt  in  him.  Such  a  command  as  this 
was  always  most  distressing  to  these  good  youths, 
nevertheless  they  were  obliged  to  obey  as  best  they 
could.  To  every  fault  that  he  was  accused  of,  he 
answered  that  in  truth  he  was  guilty  of  it ;  and 
with  tears  in  his  eyes  and  compunction  in  his 
heart,  he  begged  pardon  of  God,  of  his  novices, 
and  of  every  one  else.  As  soon  as  each  one  of  his 
pupils  had  accused  and  reproached  him  on  the 
score  of /such  and  such  faults,  he  imposed  another 
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order  on.  them  no  less  painful  than  the  first ; 
namely,  that  each  one  should  prescribe  a  penance 
proportioned  to  the  fault  he  had  accused  him  of ; 
and  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  the  dismay 
and  agitation  which  such  a  command  occasioned 
in  young  beginners,  together  with  their  inexperi- 
ence and  want  of  due  reflection,  caused  him  often 
to  be  accused  of  enormous  sins,  and  to  have  the 
most  indiscreet  penances  given  to  him.  To  the 
penances  thus  imposed,  which  he  generally  found 
inadequate  to  his  supposed  failings,  he  would  add 
some  other  ;  for  instance,  placing  himself  on  the 
ground  fiat  on  his  back,  he  bade  them  sometimes 
strike  him  on  the  mouth,  sometimes  spit  on  his 
face,  at  other  times  uncovering  his  shoulders,  he 
desired  the  novices  to  scourge  him  with  a  fixed 
number  of  strokes;  for  instance,  he  ordered  one  to 
give  twelve  lashes,  in  honour  of  the  apostles  ;  ano- 
ther to  give  thirty-three,  in  honour  of  the  years 
of  our  Lord's  life ;  a  third  was  to  give  forty,  in 
honour  of  the  forty  days'  fast  of  our  Lord,  thus  in- 
creasing the  number  from  one  to  another ;  more- 
over, he  desired  that,  they  would  strike  with  all 
their  might,  assuring  those  who  did  so,  that  they 
benefitted  him  the  most,  were  the  most  entitled  to 
his  gratitude,  and  gained  the  most  merit  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Once  on  rising  from  the  ground, 
after  the  novices  had  spat  upon  his  face,  one  of 
them  advanced,  and  offered  to  wipe  his  face  with 
a  white  handkerchief.  He  would  on  no  account 
consent  to  this,  but  said  with  a  sigh :  "  If  you  and 
others  did  but  know  my  great  malice,  you  would 
abhor  me  with  an  infinite  hatred ;  go  and  fetch 
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the  filthiest  rag  you  can  find,  and  wipe  this 
abominable  face  with  it.  The  poor  novice  was 
obliged  to  obey. 

He  had  several  times  admonished  and  corrected 
one  of  his  novices  for  a  certain  indecorous  manner 
of  bowing  at  the  Gloria  Patri ;  but  the  youth  was 
perpetually  falling  into  the  same  fault ;  so  Blessed 
Nicholas  one  day  took  him  aside,  again  admonished 
him  with  extreme  charity,  and  then  said :  "  Son, 
I  alone  am  to  blame  for  all  this  ;  it  is  because  I 
am  so  great  a  sinner  that  my  corrections  are  of  no 
avail ;  take  this  Corona  of  our  Lady,  let  us  recite 
it  together,  I  lying  on  the  ground;  and  every 
time  we  say  the  Gloria  Patri,  you  must  give  me  a 
kick  on  the  mouth,  on  that  infamous  mouth  which 
is  incapable  of  saying  a  word  beneficial  to  my 
neighbour."  To  his  extreme  mortification  the 
novice  was  obliged  to  obey  ;  and  when  this  inci- 
dent became  known,  all  the  novices  and  all  the 
other  religious  were  extremely  edified  and  affected. 

Besides  all  this,  he  constituted  one  of  the 
novices  superior  over  him,  often  going  to  him  to 
accuse  himself  of  some  fault,  a  fault  which  could 
only  seem  such  to  his  heroic  humility,  after  which, 
the  novice  was  to  impose  a  penance  ;  in  this  prac- 
tice he  had  to  suffer  from  indiscretion,  simplicity, 
and  even  from  a  fervour  which  was  not  according 
to  knowledge  and  truth ;  though  such  as  would 
reasonably  be  expected  in  these  juvenile  superiors. 
These  practices  of  humility  are  to  be  admired, 
not  to  be  imitated,  unless  the  person  be  impelled 
by  an  extraordinary  spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  was  the 
case  with  Blessed  Nicholas.     That  in  him  this 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


391 


was  the  effect  of  high  heroic  virtue,  was  demon- 
strated by  the  evident  miracles  with  which  Al- 
mighty God  often  accompanied  them.  After 
humbling  himself  thus,  he  was  frequently  raised 
in  ecstasy  in  the  presence  of  all  his  novices, 
to  their  great  edification.  On  one  of  these  oc- 
casions, immediately  after  he  recovered  from  his 
ecstasy,  he  ran  to  one  of  the  novices  and  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross  on  his  forehead  ;  the  youth 
afterwards  owned  that  he  had  been  for  a  long 
time  tried  by  a  severe  temptation  to  resign  the 
habit  and  return  to  the  world,  a  temptation  which 
he  had  never  disclosed  to  any  one,  but  from  the 
moment  Blessed  Nicholas  had  signed  him  on  the 
forehead,  he  became  calm  and  settled  in  his  vo- 
cation; hence  he  always  felt  convinced  that  he 
owed  his  peace  of  mind  to  his  saintly  master,  and 
that  he  had  been  apprized  of  the  temptation  by 
revelation  during  his  ecstasy,  and  had  obtained 
the  cessation  of  it  by  his  prayers, 


CHAPTER  VII. 


HE  IS  APPOINTED  CONFESSOR  OF  NUNS. 

From  want  of  authentic  documents  I  am  unable 
to  specify >the  precise  year  when  Blessed  Nicholas 
was  appointed  by  his  superiors  to  the  spiritual 
direction  of  the  nuns  subject  to  our  order;  nor 
can  I  positively  name  the  various  convents  in 
which  he  discharged  this  function.  We  know  for 
certain  that  he  was  confessor  to  the  ladies  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


392 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


royal  convent  of  the  Discalsced  at  Madrid,  and 
must  have  been  one  of  the  first  thus  engaged,  as 
we  find  him  mentioned  as  confessor  there  in  the 
life-time  of  the  foundress, — the  venerable  Sister 
Joanna  of  Austria;  it  also  seems  certain  that 
either  as  ordinary  or  as  extraordinary  confessor, 
he  was  connected  with  most  of  the  houses  of  our 
order  throughout  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  As  in 
other  duties,  so  likewise  in  this,  he  is  to  be 
admired  for  the  wonderful  perfection  with  which 
he  exercised  it,  as  well  as  for  the  fruit  resulting 
from  it. 

In  the  convent  of  S.  Glare,  at  Gandia,  there  was 
a  young  nun  called  Anna  of  the  Conception,  who 
had  taken  the  habit,  and  had  been  professed  against 
her  will ;  hence  she  was  unhappy  in  her  state, 
feeling  a  repugnance  to  every  thing,  and  to  every 
duty  of  the  community  ;  being  a  person  of  great 
self-control,  she  concealed  her  feelings  so  far  as  to 
appear  happy  and  regular ;  so  much  so,  that  the 
other  nuns  looked  upon  her  as  one  of  the  hap- 
piest amongst  them.  For  a  long  time  she  had 
besought  our  Lord  to  free  her  from  the  distressing 
repugnance  she  felt  towards  a  state  and  duties  to 
which  she  was  irrevocably  and  irremediably  bound ; 
her  disgusts,  however,  became  daily  more  keen 
and  bitter :  and  yet  there  was  no  one  to  whom  she 
could  disclose  her  torture.  It  seems  to  me,  that 
a  young  lady  who  studied  to  comply  exactly  with 
all  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Franciscan  rule 
(in  spite  of  her  natural  repugnances),  and  who 
earnestly  prayed  to  be  relieved  from  those  repug- 
nances, who  strove  not  only  to  be  a  religious,  but 
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an  exact  religious  too,  must  have  ]been  a  person  of 
no  common  virtue,  although  she  had  embraced 
thfr  state  against  her  will :  and  from  the  sequel  we 
may  infer  that  such  was  also  the  opinion  of  Blessed 
Nicholas*  Being  unable  any  longer  to  endure  her 
inward  struggles,  Sister  Anna  requested  Father 
General's  permission  to  consult  Blessed  Nicholas  on 
the  affairs  of  her  soul.  The  permission  was  imme- 
diately granted,  and  Nicholas  not  only  received  or- 
dinary faculties  from  Father  General,  but  likewise 
the  most  ample  jurisdiction  of  Superiors  over  all 
the  nuns  of  the  convent  at  Gandia.  As  soon  as 
Sister  Anna  presented  herself  in  the  confessional, 
and  had  saluted  Blessed  Nicholas,  he  at  once  began 
to  comfort  her  under  her  distress;  and  with  extreme 
gentleness  told  her  the  manner  and  motives  of 
her  entering  the  convent,  and  all  the  torment  and 
interior  repugnances  which  oppressed  her.  "But, " 
continued  he,  "  be  of  good  heart,  your  misery  is 
nearly  at  an  end ;  and  if  to  try  you  your  heavenly 
Spouse  has  made  you  taste  some  drops  of  the  bitter 
chalice  of  His  passion,  He  will  henceforth  make  you 
relish  the  celestial  delights  of  His  infinite  charity. 
One  more  act  of  generosity  on  your  part  still 
remains  to  be  made,  in  proof  of  your  fidelity,  and 
for  the  recompense  of  your  merits."  Sister  Anna 
was  overpowered  with  astonishment ;  she  knew 
for  certain,  that  only  God  could  have  made 
known  to  Nicholas  the  circumstances  which  he 
had  so  precisely  stated ;  so  with  great  courage 
she  replied  that  she  was  willing  to  do  whatever 
he  should  appoint;  whereupon  Nicholas  replied, 
"you  will  take  off  your  veil  and  upper  tunic,  let 
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your  hair  hang  about  dishevelled,  smear  your 
face  with  mud,  put  a  cord  round  your  neck, 
take  a  cross  upon  your  shoulders,  and  when* all 
the  nuns  are  in  the  refectory  at  table,  you  will 
present  yourself  in  that  condition  to  the  Abbess, 
acknowledge  your  fault,  and  ask  penance  for 
it."  Sister  Anna  was  surprised  and  terrified  at 
his  words :  she  said  to  him,  "  Father,  this  can- 
not be  done ;  no  penance  is  permitted  without 
first  asking  the  consent  of  the  mother  abbess, 
and  I  am  certain  she  will  never  consent  to  such 
a  thing  as  this."  Nicholas,  who  saw  the  extreme 
repugnance  of  the  young  nun  to  so  hard  a  com- 
mand, said  to  her  with  charity:  "There  is  no 
occasion  for  this  permission,  on  the  contrary,  I 
forbid  you  to  ask  it,  I  am  superior  here  over  you, 
and  the  other  nuns,  and  even  of  the  abbess  herself." 
"But  Father,"  pleaded  Sister  Anna,  "mother 
abbess  not  knowing  your  command,  will  scold  me 
terribly  for  attempting  so  unusual  a  penance." 
"  Child,"  rejoined  Nicholas,  "  it  will  be  so,  but  you 
must  bear  with  patience,  and  even  with  joy,  the 
severe  reprehensions  of  your  superior. n  "And 
consider  again,  Father,"  observed  Sister  Anna, 
"  before  I  can  reach  the  refectory  in  the  manner 
you  desire,  one  or  other  of  the  nuns  will  see  me, 
and  will  stop  me,  so  that  I  shall  be  unable  to 
obey  you."  "  No  nun  will  see  you,"  answered  he, 
"you  will  be  able  to  do  all  that  I  have  told  you 
without  meeting  with  the  slightest  obstacle. 
Take  courage,  give  your  heavenly  Spouse  this 
one  proof  of  your  love,  and  if  the  accomplishment 
of  this  act  of  obedience  costs  you  some  pain,  great 
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consolations  will  follow  from  it,  and  in  recom- 
pense you  will  hereafter  be  happy."  Sister  Anna's 
generous  heart  could  resist  no  longer,  so  she  de- 
clared that  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  she  could 
and  would  do  all :  and  so  she  did.  The  mother 
abbess  imposed  no  other  penance  on  Sister  Anna 
in  the  refectory  beyond  bidding  her  kiss  the  feet 
of  all  the  religious ;  but  as  soon  as  dinner  was 
oyer,  she  summoned  the  nuns  to  the  chapter, 
where  she  desired  Sister  Anna  to  kneel  down 
before  them,  and  with  a  zeal  more  fiery  than 
charitable,  she  severely  reproved  Sister  Anna  for 
venturing  on  such  an  extravagant  public  mortifica- 
tion without  first  asking  permission ;  she  spoke 
with  far  more  severity  than  the  occasion  de- 
manded, and  she  continued  the  harangue  for  a 
good  hour.  All  the  other  nuns  thought  poor  Sister 
Anna's  heart  must  be  cut  to  the  quick,  but  she 
afterwards  confessed  that  the  words  of  the  abbess 
had  not  pained  her  in  the  least,  and  during  this 
long  chapter,  she  had  thought  of  nothing  else  but 
of  Jesus  Christ  led  about  and  accused  by  His  ene- 
mies in  the  public  tribunals,  and  that  she  found 
the  greatest  spiritual  enjoyment  in  the  reflection 
that  she  herself  (in  this  chapter)  was  participating 
in  some  slight  degree  in  the  treatment  to  which 
Jesus  Christ  had  voluntarily  submitted  before 
the  tribunals  of  man:  this  sense  of  enjoyment 
Sister  Anna  retained  even  to  the  end  of  her  very 
exemplary  life,  and  from  that  moment  the 
religious  state  and  her  convent  became  a  paradise 
on  earth.  This  religious  was  henceforth  the 
beloved  disciple  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  to  her  he 
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confided  many  precious  secrets  of  the  favours  he 
received  from  God ;  and  many  of  these  favours 
were  deposed  to  by  her  in  the  processes. 

At  the  time  these  things  relating  to  Sister 
Anna  of  the  Conception  were  occurring  in  the  con- 
vent at  Gandia,  there  was  also  living  there  Sister 
Mary  of  the  cross,  of  the  ducal  family  of  Gandia. 
and  nearly  related  to  S.  Francis  Borgia ;  she  had 
served  the  Lord  there  for  about  eleven  years,  and 
was  then  seventy  years  old.  She  had  ever  been  a 
most  exemplary  religious,  and  was  venerated  by 
the  whole  community  for  her  age,  her  birth,  and 
above  all,  for  her  virtue.  In  making  her  confession 
to  Blessed  Nicholas  she  told  him  that  she  expe- 
rienced great  aridity  of  soul  in  her  communions, 
which  she  feared  might  be  occasioned  by  some 
hidden  sin.  The  holy  man  told  her  that  she  had 
not  as  yet  quite  subdued  the  spirit  of  pride,  and 
that  this  was  the  reason  of  the  aridity  she  felt  in 
her  communions.  The  saintly  old  nun  asked  him 
to  teach  her  some  sure  method  of  freeing  hersejf 
from  this  enemy,  and  of  becoming  perfectly  meek 
and  humble  of  heart,  as  taught  by  Jesus  Christ. 
"Return  to  me  to-morrow,"  said  he,  "and  I  will 
satisfy  you."  She  went  to  him  the  next  day, 
when  he  enjoined  her  to  take  Sister  Anna  of  the 
Conception  as  her  superior  in  all  things,  and  to 
follow  her  advice  as  implicitly  as  if  she  were  a 
novice  of  only  one  day's  standing :  the  good  old 
lady  obeyed  exactly,  and  attained  to  perfect  humi- 
lity and  purity  of  heart,  when  God  recompensed  her 
with  great  spiritual  consolation  for  the  remainder 
of  her  life,  crowning  all  with  a  holy  death,  and  as 
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msii  we  may  piously  believe,  with  great  glory  in  heaven. 

'm  This  lesson  of  humility  was  likewise  of  great  use 
to  Sister  Anna  of  the  Conception,  who,  young  as 

Sto  she  was,  felt  confounded  when  she  saw  this  vener- 

m»  able  old  nun  so  humbly  asking  her  advice,  and  it 

M  stimulated  her  to  sincere  self-contempt,  and  to 

}$b  the  study  of  perfection. 

irf  Omitting  many  other  similar  incidents,  we  will 
conclude  with  one  of  a  different  character,  namely, 

been  the  wonderful  conversion  of  a  sinful  religious  be- 

trflij  longing  to  the  same  convent  at  Gandia.  This 

^aii  nun  had  a  very  brilliant  voice,  she  was  moreover 

ifesi  partial  to  Sister  Anna  of  the  Conception,  who, 

3  eif  in  some  measure,  possessed  her  confidence.  The 

00,  latter  had  observed  that  for  several  days  she 

j0  could  not  hear  her  friend's  voice  in  the  choir, 

tabl  though  she  distinctly  saw  her  lips  move;  she 

[e,ael  supposed  that  the  nun  was  absorbed  in  God, 

felt  ia  and  was  unconscious  of  the  failure  of  her  voice, 

0  since  her  lips  and  tongue  performed  their  office ; 
!ersl  one  day  Sister  Anna  told  her  she  supposed  her 
tntfk  to  be  so  wholly  absorbed  in  God  when  in  the  choir, 
jjirist.  that  she  forgot  she  was  not  singing  with  the  rest. 
[J  At  these  words  the  other  turned  pale,  became 
diij,  strangely  agitated,  and  at  length  burst  into  a 
[in  flood  of  tears;  for  some  time  she  was  silent,  but 

1  m  overcoming  herself,  she  exposed  the  sad  state  of 
re  i  her  soul  to  her  friend.  Sister  Anna  advised  her 
oS  to  make  her  confession  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  but 
0  the  other  observed  that  he  was  not  then  in  Gan- 
$  dia,  and  besides,  he  was  so  great  a  saint,  that 
ider  she  could  not  possibly  disclose  her  sins  to  him. 
ii  Sister  Anna,  however,  reasoned  so  well  with  her 
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unfortunate  companion,  that  at  last  she  consented 
to  let  her  ask  the  superior  to  recall  him  to  Gandia. 
Sister  Anna  had  no  communication  with  him  on 
the  subject,  either  by  word  or  writing,  yet,  m  his 
arrival,  he  saw  the  penitent  and  listened  to  what 
she  was  pleased  to  tell  him,  with  much  charity ; 
then  he  gently  told  her  all  her  sins  one  by  one, 
all  that  had  passed  between  her  and  her  friend, 
and  reminded  her  that  another  religious,  before 
Sister  Anna,  had  advised  her  to  make  a  proper 
confession,  but  that  she  had  not  followed  the 
advice,  that  Divine  mercy  had  triumphed  over 
her,  as  it  were,  in  spite  of  herself.  Having  dis- 
posed her  to  sincere  contrition,  he  gave  her  sacra- 
mental absolution,  and  then  told  her  she  would 
not  relapse  into  the  same  sins,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  become  an  exemplary  religious ;  as 
in  effect  she  did.  Before  this  religious  could 
prevail  on  herself  to  unveil  her  real  state  to  Sis- 
ter Anna,  a  nun  lately  deceased  in  the  convent 
had  appeared  to  her  in  her  sleep,  and  had  warmly 
urged  her  to  confess,  but  she  had  listened  to  her 
own  repugnances,  and  to  the  shame  she  felt  at 
the  idea  of  acknowledging  her  real  state  to  her 
confessor.  After  making  her  confession  to  Blessed 
Nicholas,  the  converted  nun  entered  upon  a  peni- 
tential course  of  life.  Our  Lord  sent  her  many 
trials,  and  painful  and  long  illnesses,  which  she 
suffered  with  perfect  humility  and  resignation, 
and  ended  her  life  with  a  tranquil  and  holy  death. 
Amongst  other  favours  of  our  Lord  related  by 
Blessed  Nicholas  to  Sister  Anna,  was  that  of 
often  being  able  to  see  the  human  heart  and 
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conscience  more  clearly  than  one  man  sees  the 
face  of  another ;  the  proof  of  this  assertion  is 
demonstrated  by  the  facts  narrated  in  this  chap- 
ter, as  well  as  by  many  others. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

CONTINUATION  OF  THE  SAME  SUBJECT. 

The  many  extraordinary  graces  by  which  God 
was  pleased  to  manifest  the  sanctity  of  Blessed 
Nicholas  to  the  world,  contributed  immensely  to 
the  success  of  his  labours  in  behalf  of  his  neigh- 
bour, and  rendered  him  famous  as  a  director  of 
religious  communities.  Not  once  only,  but  as 
we  may  almost  say,  continually,  was  he  seen  by 
the  nuns  (whose  confessor  he  was)  in  a  state  of 
ecstasy;  and  we  may  easily  imagine  the  bene- 
ficial effects  which  the  sight  of  their  saintly  con- 
fessor in  ecstasy  would  naturally  produce  on  the 
minds  of  his  penitents.  Whilst  he  was  confessor 
to  the  nuns  of  S.  Clare,  in  the  town  of  Sciativa, 
now  called  S.  Flippo,  he  once  entered  the  con- 
fessional to  hear  the  nuns,  but  went  off  in  an 
ecstasy  almost  immediately,  and  remained  in  it 
four  hours,  and  spoke  with  extraordinary  fervour, 
and  with  a  sublimity  superior  to  all  the  lights  of 
human  learning. 

In  the  confessional  belonging  to  the  nuns  of 
the  Blessed  Trinity  in  Valencia,  he  had  so  re- 
markable an  ecstasy,  that  they  supposed  him  to 
be  taken  dangerously  ill,  and  called  in  medical 
aid. 
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As  ho  was  hearing  the  confession  of  a  nun  at 
Gandia,  she  perceived  him  all  at  once  go  off  in 
an  ecstasy ;  she  herself  at  the  same  time  felt 
an  ardent  love  enkindled  within  her,  drawing  her 
to  God  in  an  irresistible  manner.  She  attentively 
watched  the  countenance  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  so 
strongly  betraying  the  sweet  miracles  of  divine 
charity ;  at  one  time  it  was  tearful,  and  expres- 
sive of  deep  anguish  ;  then  again  it  became  ra- 
diant and  joyous  ;  thus  continually  alternating 
from  pain  to  pleasure.  The  nun  was  distressed 
and  alarmed  at  this  sight,  and  as  soon  as  the 
ecstasy  was  ended,  she  besought  him,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
the  joy  and  grief  depicted  in  his  countenance 
during  his  ecstasy.  With  ingenuous  simplicity, 
he  replied  :  "  I  cannot  refuse  your  request,  made 
in  the  name  of  our  most  amiable  Jesus.  In  my 
ecstasy  I  saw  our  Blessed  Lady,  who  placed  her 
divine  Son  on  my  bosom  ;  as  I  pressed  the  Infant 
Jesus  in  my  arms,  I  seemed  to  taste  the  joys  of 
Paradise,  and  this  made  me  look  so  cheerful. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  I  saw  my  own  malice, 
which  pressed  on  my  heart  like  the  pains  of  hell  ; 
this  will  account  for  the  grief  you  witnessed." 

One  holy  Thursday,  when  he  was  confessor  in 
the  before-named  convent  of  the  Blessed  Trinity, 
he  sung  the  solemn  mass,  communicated  all  the 
nuns,  made  the  usual  procession,  and  deposited  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  on  the  altar  of  the  sepulchre, 
after  which,  with  the  sacred  vestments  still  on  him, 
he  became  immovable  at  the  steps  of  the  said  altar, 
and  was  wholly  absorbed  in  God  in  one  of  the  most 
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exalted  kind  of  ecstasies.  It  was  fouud  necessary 
to  unvest  him,  and  carry  him  to  his  cell.  This  ec- 
stasy lasted  till  the  evening  of  holy  Saturday,  and 
though  he  was  frequently  shaken  during  this  long 
interval,  nothing  would  rouse  him ;  he  felt  and 
saw  nothing ;  God  alone  knows  what  passed  be- 
tween Him  and  His  faithful  servant  on  that  me- 
morable  occasion.  But  we  have  said  sufficient 
for  the  present  on  the  subject  of  his  ecstasies. 

A  dying  nun  was,  to  her  extreme  consolation, 
assisted  by  Blessed  Nicholas,  then  the  confessor 
of  the  community.  Our  Lord  permitted  the  devil 
to  assail  her  with  a  sharp  and  very  distressing 
temptation.  Nicholas  animated  her ;  the  nun 
resisted?  but  in  spite  of  prayers  and  mortifica- 
tions offered  up  for  her,  her  trial  seemed  to  in- 
crease ;  at  length,  with  a  lively  confidence  in  God, 
Nicholas  accosted  the  poor  sufferer,  telling  her 
that  he  made  over  to  her,  and  offered  to  God  for 
her,  all  that  was  in  his  power ;  all  his  fasts,  mor- 
tifications, and  prayers,  and  whatever  belonged  to 
him  that  was  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God  :  then, 
making  a  most  fervent  prayer,  he  besought  the 
Lord  to  accept  his  offering,  and  restore  peace 
and  calm  to  His  afflicted  spouse.  All  the  agita- 
tions of  the  dying  nun  immediately  disappeared ; 
and  with  happy  tranquillity  she  reposed  in  our 
Lord,  Nicholas  still  standing  at  her  bedside. 

As  he  was  conversing  at  tho  grate  with  some 
of  the  nuns  at  Gandia,  a  nun  of  great  virtue 
drew  nigh:  Blessed  Nicholas  immediately  stood 
up,  and  made  her  a  profound  bow.  As  soon  as 
the  nun  had  passed,  the  others  asked  him  why 
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he  had  shown  such  marked  honour  to  that  one  ? 
"  I  did  it,"  replied  he,  "  because  our  Lord  gave 
me  to  understand  the  manner,  and  the  singular 
complacency  with  which  He  abides  in  that  holy 
soul,  and  that  the  Divine  Spirit,  who,  with 
special  assistance,  governs  in  all  her  actions. 
He  advised  another  nun  to  habituate  herself  to 
the  continual  practice  of  patience  and  humble 
conformity  to  the  Divine  will ;  because  the  time 
would  soon  come  when  she  would  stand  in  need 
of  these  virtues.  The  words  of  Nicholas  remained 
deeply  impressed  on  the  mind  of  this  nun,  who 
devoted  herself  to  the  exercise  of  patience  and 
resignation  to  the  will  of  God  in  all  occurrences. 
To  her  great  grief,  she  lost  at  no  distant  intervals 
her  mother  and  her  brothers  ;  some  by  a  natural, 
others  by  a  violent  death  ;  in  addition  to  which 
she  had  many  and  long  interior  trials. 

Another  nun  had  received  a  very  great  spiritual 
grace,  which  she  disclosed  to  no  one  ;  on  going  to 
confession  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  he  immediately 
alluded  to  this  favour  of  the  Lord,  earnestly  ex- 
horting her  to  be  ever  most  grateful  to  her  loving 
Spouse,  lest  she  should  forfeit  her  gift. 

In  one  of  the  convents  of  our  order,  a  nun  of 
great  prudence,  virtue,  and  regularity,  was  elected 
Abbess.  They  were  singing  the  "  Te  Deum"  as 
usual  after  the  election,  Nicholas  being  there 
present ;  he  was  wrapt  in  ecstasy,  and  was  per- 
ceived to  be  weeping  all  the  time  of  the  "Te 
Deum."  A  religious  asking  him  the  cause  of  his 
tears,  he  drew  a  deep  sigh,  and  answered,  "Sister 
Violante !  Sister  Violante !  if  you  did  but  know 
your  melancholy  end." 
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Sister  Violante  satisfactorily  completed  her 
three  years  of  government;  and  after  another 
abbess  bad  gone  through  her  term,  Sister  Violante 
was  again  elected.  At  the  end  of  her  second  tri- 
ennium,  she  fell  from  a  great  height,  and  was 
smothered  to  death  in  a  common  sewer. 

Amongst  the  many  other  favours  which  Blessed 
Nicholas  acknowledged  to  Sister  Anna  of  the 
Conception,  his  dear  disciple,  that  he  had  received 
from  God,  we  may  mention  the  following,  with 
which  we  shall  conclude  thi3  chapter.  He  had  a 
long  and  sublime  ecstasy,  in  which,  according  to 
the  mode  of  speech  used  by  God  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture, our  Redeemer  espoused  Himself  to  the 
soul  of  Blessed  Nicholas  by  an  intimate  union 
of  divine  love.  Our  Blessed  Lady  appeared  to 
him,  and  announced  these  heavenly  nuptials ; 
placed  a  ring  upon  his  finger,  which  in  truth 
was  nothing  else  than  the  infusion  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  His  gifts :  then  she  joined  the  hand 
of  the  Divine  Infant  with  that  of  Nicholas  :  from 
this  ensued  that  exalted  and  perfect  union  with 
God,  whereby  man,  as  S.  Paul  says,  is  so  closely 
united  to  God,  as  to  become  one  spirit  with  Him. 
From  thenceforward  Nicholas  could  think  of 
nothing  but  God  ;  he  saw  God  in  everything ; 
he  loved  God  in  every  action ;  never  lost  sight 
of  His  divine  presence  ;  it  occupied  his  every 
thought,  and  completely  engrossed  all  the  affec- 
tions of  his  heart.  This  blessed  vision,  and  these 
sweet  and  continued  effects  of  divine  love,  did  not 
at  all  lessen  the  clear  sight  of  his  own  nothingness 
and  of  his  sins  ;  they  were  matched  by  his  great 
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fear  and  hatred  of  self,  so  that  he  feared  and 
hoped ;  he  suffered  and  he  rejoiced.  This  state 
of  the  most  sublime  Christian  perfection  can  only 
be  understood  by  generous  souls,  who,  bj  the  long 
and  continued  exercise  of  every  Christian  virtue, 
have  disposed  themselves  for  obtaining  it  from 
the  divine  mercy.  Let  those  who  are  not  thus  fa* 
voured  by  God  view  it  with  reverence ;  but  let 
them  not  presume  to  fathom  His  operations  in 
His  Saints. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  INQUISITOR  OP  TOLEDO  APPROVES  THE  EXTRAOR- 
DINARY 3ANCTITY  OF  BLESSED  NICHOLAS* 

All  those  who  have  been  extraordinarily 
favoured  by  God  with  miraculous  gifts,  have 
always  encountered  the  contradictions  of  many, 
either  from  a  motive  of  prudent  precaution,  or 
from  a  feeling  of  envy;  and  this  more  especially 
when  they  have  been  generally  looked  upon  and 
revered  as  saints.  Some  of  his  fellow  religious 
timorously  distrusted  the  spirit  of  Blessed  Nicho- 
las, whilst  many  libertines  accused  him  of  hypo- 
crisy, and  stigmatized  his  ecstasies  as  ridiculous 
impositions.  As  the  timidity  and  apprehensions 
of  our  religious  proceeded  from  a  sincere  Christian 
zeal,  it  only  existed  during  his  life-time,  during 
which  they  suspended  their  judgment  on  the 
question  of  his  wonderful  sanctity ;  but  at  and 
after  his  death,  the  prodigies  attendant  upon  it  at 
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dd  once  convinced  them  of  the  utter  groundlessness 
his  stafif  of  their  previous  suspicions  ;  these  prodigies  even 
mi,  produced  their  effect  in  the  censorious  who  had 
the k:  calumniated  him,  and  accused  him  of  sacrilegious 
ante  deceit  so  long  as  he  was  alive,  though  it  is  true  to 
it  to  saj  their  calumnies  were  never  believed,  either  by 
tlmsfr  the  bulk  of  the  people  or  by  ecclesiastical 
botk  superiors. 

tionsii  When  he  had  been  for  some  time  confessor  to 

the  nuns  of  the  royal  convent  of  the  Discalced  at 
Madrid,  he  became  famous  on  account  of  his 
ecstasies,  his  sermons,  his  virtues,  and  his  won- 
derful and  heroic  acts ;  everywhere  was  this  holy 
Thaumaturgus  praised.    The  inquisitor  of  Toledo 
happening  to  be  at  Madrid,  heard  of  his  fame, 
st#        together  with  the  suspicions  and  censures  of  a 
small  number  of  persons.   He  therefore  thought 
..jj        it  advisable  duly  to  inform  himself  as  to  the  real 
^        state  of  the  case,  with  regard  to  one  so  esteemed 
and  revered.    He  requested  the  reverend  father 
^        commissary  of  the  Indies,  then  sojourning  in 
3{H        Madrid,  to  invite  Nicholas  to  his  apartments  on  a 
flJij        certain  determined  day,  when  the  inquisitor  would 
•  u        call,  as  if  by  accident,  and  ascertain  in  the  course 


^  of  conversation,  what  grounds  there  might  be  for 

^  the  general  opinion  of  his  sanctity  on  the  one 

0  hand,  and  on  the  other,  how  far  the  criticisms 
and  censures  of  the  smaller  party  were  justifiable. 

0  Nicholas  arrived  at  the  time  appointed,  and  the 

^1  inquisitor  came  soon  after,  whereupon  the  father 

0  commissary  left  the  two  by  themselves  in  his 

jjjj  study.   We  know  not  what  passed  between  them, 

jjji  but  it  appeared  that  Blessed  Nicholas  opened 
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several  books,  presenting  passages  in  them  to 
the  inquisitor  to  read ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  after 
a  long  conversation,  the  inquisitor  took  leave  of 
Nicholas,  said  that  he  had  examined  him  most 
closely,  and  was  astonished  at  the  sublimity  of 
his  learning  on  matters  relating  to  God,  that  he 
was  convinced  of  the  reality  of  his  ecstasies,  of 
the  excellence  of  his  preaching,  of  his  heroic 
perfection,  and  concluded  by  saying  that  he 
believed  him  to  be  a  great  saint.  Every  one 
knows  the  zeal,  reflection,  and  prudent  slowness 
with  which  the  Spanish  Inquisition  decided  such 
cases,  especially  in  the  sixteenth  century,  as  well 
as  the  number  of  persons  who  were  discovered 
and  punished  for  affected  sanctity ;  so  that  when 
a  learned  and  cautious  inquisitor,  after  a  long 
private  examination,  at  once  declared  the  ecsta- 
sies of  the  holy  man  to  be  divine,  and  that  he 
was  a  great  saint,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  a  remarkable  and  significant  demonstration  that 
God  would  have  the  merits  of  His  faithful  servant 
both  known  and  glorified. 

From  this  time,  then,  the  high  opinion  and 
veneration  of  all  classes  towards  him  was  such  as 
could  scarcely  be  surpassed.  Philip  II.  and  all 
the  royal  family  honoured  him  exceedingly  ;  the 
highest  nobles  continually  had  recourse  to  him. 
The  heroic  humility  of  Blessed  Nicholas  could  not 
endure  this  honourable  distinction  ;  but  he  knew 
no  means  of  escaping  from  it,  unless  he  secretly 
fled  from  Madrid,  and  returned  to  his  monastery 
of  S.  Maria  di  Gesil  at  Valencia ;  accordingly  he 
did  so.    On  leaving  the  capital,  he  stopped  at  the 
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house  of  the  Dominican  fathers,  at  the  Ma- 
donna d'Atocha ;  here  he  spent  a  long  time  in 
prayer  before  an  image  of  our  Blessed  Lady.  When 
he  had  been  some  time  on  his  knees,  he  felt  a 
thrill  of  holy  horror  pervade  his  whole  frame,  and 
heard  holy  Mary  thus  accost  him  :  "  Why  go 
away  in  this  manner,  and  leave  so  many  beloved 
spouses  of  my  Son  desolate  and  alone  V  Terri- 
fied at  these  words,  he  knew  not  what  to  do.  He 
persisted  in  his  prayer,  and  at  length  our  Blessed 
Lady  bade  him  pursue  his  journey  and  return  to 
Valencia,  for  such  was  the  good  pleasure  of  Al- 
mighty God. 


CHAPTER  X. 

FRIENDSHIP  BETWEEN  S.  LEWIS  BERTH  AND  AND 
BLESSED  NICHOLAS.  SOME  EVENTS  CONNECTED  WITH 
THE  DEATH  OP  THE  FORMER. 

Soon  after  Blessed  Nicholas's  return  from 
Madrid  to  Valencia,  S.  Lewis  Bertrand,  of -the 
illustrious  order  of  S.  Dominic,  departed  this  life. 
This  great  saint,  after  sanctifying  Spain  by  his 
preaching  and  example,  went  on  the  American 
missions,  from  whence,  by  the  dispensation  of 
Providence,  he  returned  to  Valencia,  his  native 
place,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1569.  Nicho- 
las, who  was  then  at  Valencia,  went  to  visit  his 
fellow  townsman,  who  was  highly  esteemed  for 
his  sanctity :  they  conversed  together  on  spiritual 
matters  with  great  fervour,  when  at  once  Blessed 
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Nicholas  was  rapt  in  ecstasy.  S.  Lewis,  not  know- 
ing that  our  holy  man  was  endowed  with  this  gift, 
left  the  room,  and  asked  his  companion  whether 
Blessed  Nicholas  was  liable  to  sudden  attacks  of 
illness.  The  companion,  who  understood  the  case, 
suspected  that  it  was  one  of  Nicholas's  usual 
ecstasies,  so  merely  answered ;  "  Would  to  God 
that  I  were  attacked  with  the  same  complaint 
as  Father  Nicholas !"  S.  Lewis  saw  through  the 
meaning  of  this  answer,  and  immediately  returned, 
together  with  several  other  religious,  to  the  room 
where  he  had  left  our  saint,  and  there  they  stood 
joyously  gazing  at  him,  till  his  ecstasy  was  over. 
At  the  end  of  it,  seeing  so  many  religious  present, 
Nicholas  held  out  the  tips  of  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger of  his  right  hand  for  them  to  kiss,  saying, 
"  Kiss  these  fingers,  consecrated  by  their  contact 
with  the  Blessed  Sacrament,"  and  they  all  de- 
voutly kissed  them ;  he  next  attempted  to  kiss 
the  hands  of  those  who  were  present,  but  none 
of  them  would  permit  it;  then  turning  to  his 
companion,  he  said  to  him,  "  These  holy  religious 
will  not  allow  me  to  kiss  their  hands,  and  with 
good  reason,  for  I  am  too  great  a  sinner,  too 
abominable  to  be  admitted  to  such  a  favour,  but 
I  command  you  to  let  me  kiss  your  feet and 
kneeling  down,  he  humbly  kissed  them.  Such 
was  the  commencement  of  the  acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  and  Blessed 
Nicholas ;  they  afterwards  frequently  exchanged 
visits  whenever  they  were  together  at  Valencia ; 
the  more  they  saw  of  each  other,  the  more  did 
their  mutual  esteem  augment,  each  one  looking 
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on  the  other  as  a  saint,  One  day  Nicholas  asked 
S.  Lewis  whether  he  thought  he  should  be  saved. 
"Brother,"  answered  S.  Lewis,  "if  you  are  not 
saved,  who  in  the  world  will  be  saved  ?"  After- 
wards when  he  was  questioned  about  the  ecstasies 
of  our  holy  man,  he  freely  declared  that  Fattore's 
humility  was  so  admirable  and  so  perfect,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  his  ecstasies  and  other  extra- 
ordinary gifts  to  be  otherwise  than  real ;  adding, 
that  Father  Nicholas  was,  to  use  the  words  of  Scrip- 
ture, the  true  Israelite  in  whom  there  was  no  guile. 
He  continually  extolled  his  virtue,  more  especially 
his  profound  humility,  and  his  great  charity  to- 
wards God  and  his  neighbour;  and  he  used  to 
say  that  he  envied  Father  Nicholas,  because  he 
had  attained  to  a  love  and  enjoyment  of  the  Su- 
preme Good,  almost  like  that  of  the  blessed  spirits 
in  heaven.  One  morning,  after  hearing  the  con- 
fession of  a  very  spiritual  person,  S.  Lewis  seemed 
almost  beside  himself,  apparently  absorbed  in  ad- 
miration, twice  exclaiming,  "  Jesus,  Jesus  !"  The 
person  who  was  still  in  the  confessional,  timidly 
inquired  the  cause  of  his  admiring  wonder.  S. 
Lewis  replied,  "  Our  Lord  at  this  moment  permits 
me  to  see  the  virtue  and  the  divine  beauty  of 
Father  Fattore's  soul:  O,  what  sanctity!  what 
heavenly  beauty  !"  Blessed  Nicholas  had  at  that 
moment  reached  the  door  of  the  Dominican  con- 
vent, when,  finding  a  poor  man,  he  knelt  down 
and  kissed  his  feet,  crying  out,  "  Look,  brethren, 
look,"  pointing  to  the  beggar,  w  behold  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ/'  and  immediately  went  off  in  a 
sublime  ecstasy.   It  was  in  this  state  that  Al- 
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mighty  God  miraculously  showed  him  to  S.  Lewis 
Bertrand.  On  recovering  from  this  ecstasy,  lie 
went  into  the  church  to  the  confessional,  where 
S.  Lewis  was,  whom  he  had  scarcely  saluted  be- 
fore he  was  again  in  an  ecstasy. 

But  omitting  innumerable  other  wonderful  inci- 
dents which  occurred  between  these  two  saints 
and  friends,  we  pass  on  to  the  ninth  of  October, 
1581,  when  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  flew  up  to  heaven 
from  his  monastery  at  Valencia,  a  place  sanctified 
first  by  the  residence  of  S.  Vincent  Ferrer,  then 
by  his  own,  and  afterwards  rendered  famous 
by  our  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  often  repaired 
thither  out  of  devotion  to  S.  Vincent  and  S. 
Lewis,  whom  he  so  tenderly  loved.  Once  as  he 
was  passing  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  S. 
Vincent,  he  said  with  great  fervour  of  soul,  "  Oh 
that  God  would  permit  me  to  die  in  that  holy 
place,  and  be  buried  in  the  vicinity  of  a  spot  where 
S.  Vincent  so  often  prayed,  and  where  so  many 
saints  both  alive  and  dead  repose."  Our  Fa- 
thers of  Valencia  went  processionally  to  the 
church  of  the  Dominicans,  to  assist  at  the  solemn 
obsequies  of  S.  Lewis.  The  ceremonies  being 
ended,  they  returned  home,  with  the  exception  of 
Blessed  Nicholas,  whom  the  Dominicans  insisted 
on  detaining  to  dinner  with  them.  When  the 
holy  body  was  buried,  Nicholas  fell  into  an  ecstasy, 
in  the  presence  of  all  who  were  there  assembled : 
besides  the  Dominican  Fathers,  there  were  several 
distinguished  members  of  other  religious  orders ; 
amongst  others,  the  Very  Reverend  Father  Fran- 
cis Maldonado,  General  of  the  Order  of  Mercy, 
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who  all  witnessed  this  ecstasy  ;  it  lasted  for  half- 
an-hour,  during  which  his  eyes  were  fixed  on 
heaven,  his  countenance  was  radiant,  and  his 
whole  person  was  immoveable.  His  intense  joy 
was  manifested  in  a  hundred  different  ways  ;  and 
at  last  he  began,  partly  in  latin,  and  partly  in  his 
own  language,  to  speak  as  follows :  "  Oh,  what 
glory, — 0  what  enjoyment, — 0  what  infinite  hap- 
piness do  you  already  possess,  0  Saint  Lewis  ! 
Bear  friend ;  loved,  most  dearly  loved  one  ;  glorious 
S.  Lewis,  beloved  of  God  and  man ;  how  greatly 
do  the  angelic  choirs  rejoice  at  your  triumphant 
entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  the  eternal  God  I 
With  new  joy  does  heaven  welcome  you,  saying 
'  enter,  enter  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord.'  The  tears 
are  for  ever  wiped  away  from  thine  eyes ;  time 
and  toil  are  for  ever  passed  ;  no  longer  have  you 
to  endure  struggle,  trial,  grief,  or  any  sort  of 
evil ;  you  already  see  God  as  He  is  in  Himself, 
and  face  to  face.  With  a  most  perfect  love  you 
will  for  ever  love  the  Supreme  Good  and  will 
rejoice  in  the  Divinity,  ever  present,  and  ever 
blessed !  At  your  triumphal  entrance  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  the  angels  rejoiced,  and  said  to 
you,  *  friend,  ascend  higher  ! '  '  higher  still  1 7  said 
the  archangels  ;  and  passing  thus  through  each 
rank  of  the  heavenly  hierarchy  up  to  the  Sera- 
phim, all  exultingly  exclaiming,  'Friend,  friend, 
the  post  destined  for  you  by  our  Beneficent,  our 
Infinite  Good,  is  higher  yet!'  Oh!  at  what  an 
altitude  of  glory  do  I  behold  you  !  Oh,  what  se- 
crets do  you  not  hear  and  see !  Oh,  how  you  now 
love !   Oh,  how  you  now  possess  for  eternity  the 
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ever  inexhaustible,  ever  present,  the  one  Supreme, 
Infinite  Being  !  Oh  !  what  well-loved  voices  re- 
peatedly and  sweetly  sing  to  you:  'As  in  the 
lower  world,  in  the  bosom  of  the  holy  Catholic 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  hearkened,  and  with 
pious  faith  believed  ;  so  now,  with  ineffable  clear- 
ness we  hear,  see,  and  enjoy ! '  O  great  S.  Lewis,  I 
see  you  immersed  and  wholly  lost  in  the  ocean,  in 
the  infinite  abyss  of  the  divine  beauty,  of  the  di- 
vine goodness,  and  of  the  divine  essence  !  0  how 
prodigious !  I  can  scarcely  distinguish  you  from 
God  Himself,  who  so  closely  draws  you  to  Himself ; 
submerging,  annihilating,  and  almost  transmuting 
you  into  Himself.  I  know  that  you  are  not  a  God, 
and  still  I  know  that  you  are  almost  like  a  God ! 
Now  do  I  understand  the  divine  words  of  our  Lord, 
in  which  he  says  to  us  miserable  sons  of  Adam, 
'Ye  are  Gods ;  ye  are  sons  of  the  Most  High!' 
Henceforth  I  will  do  nothing  but  implore  your 
patronage ;  continually  will  I  repeat  '  S.  Lewis, 

pray  for  me,  S.  Lewis,  pray  for  me.'  But  

ah !  what  a  new  and  most  consolatory  sight !  under 
the  great  loss  which  I,  and  Spain,  and  the  whole 
world  experience  in  losing  you,  for  our  common 
comfort  you  show  me  the  numerous  heroes  whom 
you  trained  in  the  noviciate  of  your  order !  You 
leave  them  the  inheritance  of  your  spirit :  and  in 
place  of  you,  they  are  now  to  benefit  your 
order,  Spain,  and  the  whole  world  !  Oh  !  how 
great  a  good  to  us,  and  how  great  glory  to  you 
will  be  produced  by  them!"  These,  and  many 
other  most  sublime  things  were  uttered  by  Blessed 
Nicholas,  in  the  space  of  about  half  an  hour,  occa- 
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sioning  a  holy,  yet  consolatory  terror  in  all  the 
venerable  religious  who  there  saw  and  heard  him, 
and  who,  deeply  affected,  shed  tears  of  devotion. 
On  returning  to  himself,  he  made  a  few  brief  ob- 
servations to  the  Father  General  of  the  Order  of 
Mercy,  and  then  again  went  into  ecstasy  ;  the 
same  thing  frequently  occurring,  with  but  very 
brief  intervals.  At  length  the  Prior  of  the  Domi- 
nicans drew  him  into  the  refectory  almost  in  spite 
of  himself,  that  he  might  there  take  a  little  nou- 
rishment: he  took  nothing,  however,  but  a  few 
kernels  of  dried  apples,  and  then  went  off  into 
another  ecstasy ;  after  which,  for  the  remainder 
of  that  day,  he  could  talk  of  nothing  else  but 
the  merit3  and  singular  glory  of  S.  Lewis 
Bertrand. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

HE  JOINS  THE  CAPUCHINS. 

After  the  death  of  S.  Lewis  Bertrand,  the  fame 
of  this  wonderful  ecstasy  raised  the  veneration 
of  the  city  of  Valencia  for  Blessed  Nicholas  to 
the  highest  pitch  ;  so  to  escape  from  the  honours 
lavished  on  him  by  men,  he  solicited  and  obtained 
the  consent  of  superiors  to  repair  to  Catalonia, 
and  join  the  Capuchins.  The  better  to  explain 
this  step,  we  may  observe  that  at  the  time  we 
write  the  Capuchins  did  not  form  a  totally  dis* 
tinct  body  from  the  Observantines,  so  that  with 
the  simple  license  of  superiors,  the  latter  could 
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pass  over  to  the  Capuchins,  then  considered  as  a 
strict  reform  of  the  Minors.  The  desire  of  greater 
perfection,  and  the  delusive  hope  of  living  un- 
known in  the  kingdom  of  Catalonia,  determined 
him  to  take  this  step,  though  Divine  Providence 
had  ordained  otherwise.  All  that  Blessed  Nicholas 
gained  thereby  was  censure,  and  accusations  of 
levity  from  those  who  are  ever  apt  to  blame  what 
they  do  not  understand  ;  at  all  events,  it  was  the 
will  of  God  that  he  should  be  glorified  amongst 
the  Capuchins,  and  in  whatever  parts  of  Catalonia 
were  visited  by  him,  even  more  so  than  in  Valencia 
and  amongst  the  Observantines,  Scarcely  had  he 
set  out  on  his  journey  to  Catalonia,  and  reached 
the  territory  of  Alcora,  than  Don  John  Bertrand, 
rector  of  the  place,  went  forth  with  other  priests 
to  meet  him.  Nicholas  had  stopped  at  the  house 
of  a  pious  benefactor  of  the  Franciscans,  and 
without  the  slightest  intimation  being  given  him,  he 
said,  "  Let  us  go  and  meet  the  Reverend  Rector, 
who  is  coming  to  visit  us."  On  meeting  him  and 
his  companions,  he  called  Don  John  by  his  proper 
name,  as  if  they  were  old  acquaintances,  at  which 
every  one  was  much  astonished.  The  rector 
would  have  him  and  his  companions  lodge  in 
his  house ;  and  for  several  days  after  the  room 
in  which  Nicholas  slept  retained  quite  a  heavenly 
fragrance.  A  Dominican  who  had  been  preaching 
the  Lent  at  Alcora  travelled  in  company  with 
our  saint,  and  having  a  pair  of  scissors,  he  eagerly 
watched  for  an  opportunity  of  clipping  off  a  bit  of 
his  habit  unperceived  by  Nicholas,  intending  to 
keep  it  as  a  relic,  but  the  latter  said  to  him  with 
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a  smile,  "  Father,  you  may  as  well  pack  up  your 
scissors,  for  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  what  you 
intend.' ' 

On  his  arrival  at  Tortosa,  be  could  not  refuse 
to  preach  in  the  principal  church,  which  he  did 
in  presence  of  an  immense  concourse*  of  people, 
and  with  great  fruit.  In  the  middle  of  his  sermon 
he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis,  and  to  the 
terror  of  every  one,  "  Tortosa !  Tortosa !  oh, 
what  a  dreadful  chastisement  hangs  over  thee ! 
Oh,  how  near  it  is  at  hand !"  In  a  very  short 
time  the  river  rose  immoderately,  and  overflowing 
in  all  directions,  ravaged  both  town  and  country, 
carrying  away  houses,  trees,  flocks,  and  herdsmen, 
so  that  the  territory  of  Tortosa  was  little  better 
than  a  desert ;  in  addition  to  this,  several  manu- 
factories in  the  city  were  materially  damaged. 

On  reaching  Falcetta,  ho  was  taken  to  see  a 
sick  woman  whose  life  was  despaired  of ;  he  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross  on  her  forehead,  and  said  a 
Gospel  from  S.  John,  when  she  immediately  grew 
better,  and  was  soon  perfectly  cured. 

The  nuns  of  Scornalbou,  in  the  diocese  of 
Tortosa,  much  wished  him  to  make  them  a  little 
spiritual  discourse,  sitting  in  a  chair  in  their 
church;  it  was  found  necessary  to  admit  some 
seculars  as  well  as  the  religious.  He  spoke  admi- 
rably, and  in  the  middle  of  his  discourse  fell  into 
an  ecstasy :  on  recovering  himself,  he  resumed 
his  subject  just  where  he  had  left  off;  he  ad- 
dressed the  seculars  individually,  calling  each  one 
by  his  own  name,  specifying  each  one's  occupa- 
tion, and  telling  each  one  what  he  must  do  in 
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order  to  be  saved.  We  may  imagine  the  uni- 
versal astonishment,  and  how  much  all  would  be 
animated  to  persevere  in  the  ways  of  the.  Lord. 
As  Blessed  Nicholas  had  never  seen  any  of 
them  before,  they  were  convinced  that  the  things 
he  had  told  them  could  only  have  been  known  by 
him  in  a  supernatural  manner.  In  almost  every 
place  he  accosted  the  people  who  went  to  speak 
to  him  by  their  proper  names,  as  if  they  were 
familiarly  known  to  him. 

He  reached  the  hermitage  of  the  Madonna 
di  Riva  corvera  in  July,  on  the  eve  of  S.  Marga- 
ret's day,  when  there  was  a  solemn  anniversary 
for  the  dead  of  that  nermitage.  Our  saint  assisted 
at  the  solemn  mass,  and  then  fell  into  an  ecstasy  on 
his  knees  before  the  altar  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment. He  rose  as  if  out  of  himself,  in  a  state  of 
excessive  joy,  and  shortly  afterwards  said  to  all 
the  people  who  were  round  him,  "Do  you  know 
what  it  is  that  makes  me  thus  blithe  and  happy  ? 
yes,  I  have  seen,  I  have  seen  S.  Francis  and  S. 
Dominic,  with  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  between  them ! 
O,  what  immense  glory !  O,  what  inexplicable 
grandeur!  O,  what  ineffable  joy!  We  do  not 
all  wear  the  same  habit  in  this  world,  but  the 
spirit  of  charity  is  the  same  in  all ;  we  are  all 
beloved,  and  doubly  beloved  brethren  in  Jesus 
Christ." 

If  I  undertook  to  narrate  all  the  remarkable 
incidents  which  occurred  during  Blessed  Nicholas' 
journey  to  Barcelona  to  assume  the  garb  of  the 
Capuchins,  and  during  the  few  months  he  spent 
amongst  them,  I  should  never  finish ;  they  may 
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be  read  in  the  processes.  It  will  suffice  to  say 
here,  that  those  fathers  then  in  the  fall  fervour  of 
their  austere  reform,  are  obliged  to  put  a  curb  on 
Blessed  Nicholas,  and  check  the  excess  of  his 
penances.  They  every  one  venerated  him  as  a 
perfect  model  of  eminent  sanctity,  formed  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  our  seraphical  founder. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

HIS  RETURN  TO  THE  OBSERV  ANTINES. 

As  yet  I  have  found  no  authentic  document 
to  show  the  precise  date  when  Blessed  Nicholas 
put  on  the  Capuchin  habit.  He  certainly  wore 
it  but  a  short  time,  since  he  did  not  quit  Valencia 
until  April  1582 ;  before  he  went  to  Barcelona, 
where  he  joined  the  Capuchins,  he  spent  some 
time  amongst  the  Recoliectines,  and  on  the  23rd  of 
June,  1583,  he  laid  aside  the  Capuchin  habit. 
These  changes  occurred  within  a  few  months,  and 
in  the  last  year  of  the  saint's  life ;  they  gave  rise 
to  many  remarks  at  the  time  they  occurred,  and 
to  many  difficulties  and  objections  to  the  Postula- 
tes of  his  cause,  as  well  as  to  the  ecclesiastics 
who  were  appointed  to  examine  his  virtues.  It  is 
certain  (and  the  Church  has  so  decided)  that  in 
all  this  he  was  moved  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  which 
breathes  where  and  as  it  will ;  nor  can  man  of 
himself  understand  either  its  source  or  its  par- 
ticular and  immediate  aim ;  certainly,  however, 
27  . 
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as  the  first  principle  proceeds  from  God,  so  too 
does  the  end  conduce  to  Him.  When  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  asked  bj  many  the  cause  of  these 
unlooked  for  changes,  he  merely  answered  that 
he  could  not  do  otherwise  than  follow  the  will  of 
God ;  that  the  mode  of  life  prescribed  by  the 
rules  of  the  Observantine  was  holy,  so  was  that 
of  the  Recollectine  Fathers,  so  was  that  of  the 
Capuchins,  so  was  that  of  all  other  religious 
orders  approved  by  the  Church.  From  this  pru- 
dent answer  of  his  we  may  safely  conjecture, 
that  our  Lord,  with  a  view  of  keeping  regulars 
steady  in  their  vocation,  and  in  the  order  to 
which  He  first  calls  them,  was  pleased  to  permit 
this  sort  of  inconstancy  in  one  of  His  servants 
who  had  reached  a  most  heroic  degree  of  evan- 
gelical perfection,  by  placing  him  first  amongst  the 
Observantine  Minors,  then  with  the  Recollectine, 
then  with  the  Capuchins,  and  lastly,  with  the 
Observantines  again:  being  everywhere  equally 
favoured  with  miraculous  gifts,  and  greatly  glo- 
rified in  the  sight  of  men.  We  know  for  cer- 
tain, that  in  the  days  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  sev- 
eral religious,  in  other  respects  edifying  enough, 
passed  over  to  other  orders,  under  the  pretext  of 
reform  or  of  stricter  regularity,  or  else  joined  one 
of  the  new  orders  which  then  arose ;  and  that 
these  said  religious  were  terribly  assailed  by  the 
devil  on  the  point  of  their  original  vocation ;  the 
consequence  was,  that  some  joined  institutes  of 
which  the  austerities  were  far  beyond  their  strength, 
and  soon  became  unequal  even  to  the  mildest 
rules ;  whilst  others,  deluded  by  the  same  tempta- 
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tion,  forsook  the  religious  state,  and  returned  to 
the  world.  However,  leaving  all  this  to  the  in- 
scrutable dispensations  of  Providence,  we  return 
to  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  had  no  sooner  joined  the 
Capuchins,  than  God  began  to  glorify  him  mar- 
vellously. 

On  his  arrival  at  Barcelona,  the  corporation  of 
the  city  went  in  a  body  to  welcome  him  in  the 
name  of  the  public,  and  to  express  the  gratifica- 
tion they  all  felt  at  the  arrival  of  so  great  a  saint 
amongst  them.  He  was  horrified  at  such  a  com- 
pliment; he  threw  himself  on  the  ground  in  a 
flood  of  tears,  exclaiming,  "  These  compliments  to 
the  greatest  sinner  in  the  world  I  Am  I,  an  exe- 
crable sinner,  to  be  esteemed  and  praised  with  so 
much  goodness  ?"  This  incident  tells  the  opinion 
in  which  he  was  held  at  Barcelona  at  his  first 
appearance  there  ;  we  may  imagine,  then,  how 
astonished  and  edified  those  public  functionaries 
would  be  by  his  sanctity,  and  by  his  unexpected 
humility  on  this  occasion.  Soon  after  this  some 
distinguished  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city 
called  upon  him;  amongst  others,  the  wife  of 
Viscount  d'  Evoli.  Nicholas  went  down  to  the 
church  door  to  speak  to  them ;  after  discoursing 
a  while  on  the  things  of  God,  he  fell  into  an 
ecstasy,  and  remained  suspended  in  the  air  for 
about  half  an  hour. 

Scarcely  had  the  Capuchin  fathers  given  him 
their  habit,  than  superiors  were  obliged  to  let  him 
preach  in  different  churches  in  Barcelona,  being 
asked  by  persons  who  could  not  be  refused*  To- 
wards the  end  of  his  sermon  in  the  church  of 
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S.  Justus,  he  told  his  audience  that  the  ador- 
able Sacrament  would  soon  be  honoured  with 
some  music ;  and  almost  immediately  a  flock  of 
little  birds  set  up  a  most  devout  and  melodious 
harmony,]  which  lasted  for  a  considerable  time, 
to  the  great  admiration  of  the  people,  who  were 
convinced  that  it  was  miraculous. 

During  his  stay  in  Barcelona,  he  scarcely  ever 
entered  a  pulpit  without  being  rapt  in  ecstasy, 
when  crowds  often  saw  him  raised  more  than  a 
palm  from  the  ground,  and  remain  so  for  a  long 
time. 

Owing  to  all  these  prodigies,  every  one  wished 
to  speak  to  our  saint ;  every  parish  would  have 
him  preach  in  their  church,  so  that  the  house  of 
the  Capuchin  fathers  was  besieged  by  persons  of 
the  highest  rank  as  well  as  by  others ;  his  supe- 
riors were  often  puzzled  how  to  decide,  when  sev- 
eral different  parties  wanted  him  on  the  same 
day.  He  was  often  asked  whether  such  crowds  of 
people,  taking  up  his  time  from  morning  till  night, 
together  with  such  incessant  preaching,  did  not 
distract  his  prayer;  he  answered  with  humble 
simplicity,  that  on  the  contrary  it  kept  him 
habitually  united  with  the*  Sovereign  Good  in 
calm  continual  prayer.  But  as  this  strict  union 
with  God  is  only  granted  to  the  greatest  saints,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  this  perpetual  influx  of 
strangers  interfered  very  much  with  the  prayer, 
recollection,  and  solitude  of  the  Capuchin  fathers ; 
although  they  highly  delighted  in  having  amongst 
them  so  great  a  saint,  such  a  model  of  consum- 
mate perfection,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
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seraphical  father  S.  Fraacis ;  they  deemed  it 
expedient,  nevertheless,  to  use  all  the  means  they 
could  for  the  preservation  of  that  rigorous  retire- 
ment peculiar  to  their  reform. 

Blessed  Nicholas,  finding  it  impossible  to  attain 
the  obscure  and  hidden  life  amongst  the  Capu- 
chins he  had  hoped  to  find,  returned  to  the 
Observantines,  with  the  consent  of  the  superiors 
of  both  institutes. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  universally  held,  we  may  state  that  when  he 
resumed  the  habit  of  the  Observantines,  the  bar- 
ber who  shaved  him  preserved  the  hair  of  his 
beard  with  great  devotion,  and  distributed  it  as 
relics  to  many ;  after  his  death,  several  miracles 
were  wrought  by  means  of  it;  amongst  others, 
the  very  religious  who  had  shaved  him,  after  joy- 
ously blessing  himself  with  this  relic,  was  instan- 
taneously freed  from  a  quartan  fever  which  had 
troubled  him  for  several  months. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

HIS  RETURN  TO  VALENCIA. 

Many  miraculous  events  signalized  Blessed 
Nicholas's  return  from  Barcelona  to  A  Valencia, 
which  took  place  shortly  before  his  death,  as  is 
attested  in  the  processes ;  but  as  these  deposi- 
tions are  not  chronologically  arranged,  we  cannot 
specify  their  precise  dates.   It  seems  probable 
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and  almost  certain,  that  in  this  journey  from 
Barcelona  to  Valencia,  he  stopped  at  Tarragona, 
of  which  Antonio  Agostini  was  then  archbishop, 
a  model  for  ecclesiastical  pastors,  a  bright  lumi- 
nary of  sacred  and  profane  literature  in  every 
branch.  This  excellent  prelate  was  acquainted 
with  our  saint,  whom  he  highly  esteemed  as  a 
holy  man,  and  as  one  according  to  God's  own 
heart ;  and  one  whom  God  in  His  mercy  wonder* 
fully  glorified.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of  his  arri- 
val at  Tarragona,  he  immediately  sent  for  him, 
insisting  that  he  should  stay  and  dine  with  him, 
together  with  several  other  learned  and  pious 
priests ;  such  only  being  admitted  to  the  friend- 
ship and  familiarity  of  this  most  worthy  arch- 
bishop. Blessed  Nicholas  found  the  party  quiet 
according  to  his  own  heart;  the  repast  was  in 
every  respect  worthy  of  one  of  the  highest  ecclesi- 
astics of  the  church  of  Spain ;  the  conversation 
of  the  archbishop  and  his  guests  was  cheerful  aud 
agreeable,  yet  learned  and  religious.  Towards 
the  end  of  dinner,  the  archbishop,  who  had  placed 
Nicholas  beside  him,  told  him  that  he  should  very 
much  like  to  hear  him  sing,  as  he  knew  that  he 
was  a  musician ;  the  holy  man  at  once  consented ; 
whereupon  the  archbishop  summoned  his  Maestro 
di  Capella,  and  several  of  his  young  pupils.  They 
began  to  sing  the  psalm  "Laudate  pueri  Do- 
minum;"  and  at  the  second  verse,  "Blessed  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord,"  Nicholas  rose  from  his 
seat,  his  countenance  beaming,  and  sparkling 
with  divine  love,  and  remained  for  a  long  time 
immoveable,  with  his  eyes  closed,  in  a  state  of 
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profound  ecstasy.  It  would  be  impossible  to  des- 
cribe the  surprise  and  holy  awe  of  the  archbishop 
and  his  guests.  A  report  of  the  prodigy  was 
quickly  circulated  through  the  palace  and  beyond 
it ;  more  than  a  hundred  persons  hurried  into  the 
room,  and  for  about  half  an  hour  were  witnesses 
to  this  devout  and  striking  spectacle.  An  artist 
happening  to  be  present,  the  archbishop  de- 
sired him  to  take- a  sketch  of  the  holy  man  in 
his  ecstasy,  and  afterwards  to  make  a  painting 
of  it ;  under  the  portrait  was  placed  the  following 
epigraph,  composed  by  the  archbishop  himself : 

"  Dam  gustos,  Factor,  Domini  dulcissima  verba, 
Raptus  es  in  ccelum,  perfruerisque  Deo. 
Inde  redis  loetus  coelesti  nectare  plenus, 
Atque  doces  cerium  scandere,  qua  liceat." 

In  memory  of  so  exalted  and  sublime  an  ecs- 
tasy, of  which  he  himself  had  been  a  witness, 
this  pious  prelate  had  the  above  lines  set  to 
music,  and  took  pleasure  in  hearing  them  sung ; 
moreover  he  had  the  music  and  words  printed, 
so  that  any  one  might  sing  them  who  wished  to 
do  so. 

On  reaching  Cabanes,  in  the  province  of  Valen- 
cia, Blessed  Nicholas  was  lodged  in  the  house  of 
John  Gavalda,  a  public  notary,  who  was  affiliated 
to  the  order  of  S.  Francis,  and  who  always  gave 
a  welcome  to  the  religious  who  had  occasion  to 
pass  through  Cabanes.  Our  saint  paid  the  follow- 
ing pretty  and  consoling  compliment  to  his  pious 
host:  "My  dear  little  brother,  you  welcome  to 
your  house,  and  you  give  food  to  the  poor  of  Jesus 
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Christ,  that  is,  to  the  poor  sons  of  S.  Francis  who 
pass  this  way,  and  God  will  receive  you  into  His 
celestial  home,  where  you  will  for  ever  feast  at  the 
eternal  banquet  of  the  divine  Lamb.  My  dearest 
brother,  I  am  now  returning  to  die  in  my  mo- 
ther's bosom."  "What,  father,"  rejoined  Ga- 
valda,  "is  your  mother  still  alive?"  Nicholas 
answered,  "My  mother  still  lives,  and  will  for 
ever  live:  I  mean  the  order  of  the  Observan- 
tines,  this  holy  institute  is  my  mother,  and  I 
am  returning  to  her  to  die  in  her  arms."  At 
this  moment  a  sister  of  the  said  notary  entered 
the  room ;  after  saluting  her,  he  thus  addressed 
the  two :  "  My  sister,  and  my  dear  brother,  say 
nothing  to  any  one,  but  I  am  now  returning  to 
Valencia,  and  when  I  shall  have  again  beheld  it, 
I  shall  in  a  few  days'  time  cease  to  live  in  this 
poor  world,"  The  holy  death  of  Blessed  Nicholas 
occurred  a  few  days  later  ;  and  we  may  imagine 
how  surprised,  and  at  the  same  time  how  consoled 
the  notary  and  his  sister  were,  to  whom  he  had  so 
clearly  and  so  cheerfully  foretold  his  approaching 
end. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

HE  ARRIVES  AT  VALENCIA.     HIS  DEATH. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1583,  Blessed  Nicho- 
las reached  the  convent  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesil  at 
Valencia,  and  was  welcomed  by  the  fathers  there 
with  extraordinary  charity  and  joy.  He  had  been 
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mi       for  some  time  suffering  from  a  quartan  fever,  there- 
by      fore  the  father-guardian  wished  him  to  go  to  the 
Ml       infirmary.   No  so'oner  had  he  entered  the  Blon- 
de      astery,  than  he  exclaimed  with  much  fervour 
jjjii       and  cheerfulness :  "  This  is  my  resting  place 
j       for  ever  and  ever  ;  this  is  my  habitation,  for 
jdlii       I  have  chosen  it."    He  proceeded  to  the  room 
||       appointed,  accompanied  by  nearly  all  the  reli- 
ant      gious*  and  paused  before  an  image  of  our  Blessed 
jjU        Lady,  called  "della  scala,"  which  he  had  always 
I        particularly  honoured ;    he   bowed  very  rever- 
^        entially  to  it,  and  uttered  the  following  words 
^        with  much  tender  feeling :  "  0  Blessed  Lady  !  Is 
s        it  not  true  that  I  am  a  fugitive  son  ?  I  return  again 
,g        to  your  house,  never  more  to  leave  it."  With 
H        much  entreaty  he  obtained  the  father-guardian's 
$        consent  to  observe  the  fast  of  Advent,  although  in 
jjf        the  infirmary.    Two  days  later,  on  the  16th  of 
u         December,  sharp  fever,  accompanied  with  pain  in 
i         the  chest,  came  on  ;  medical  aid  was  summoned, 
j         and  the  complaint  was  at  once  pronounced  tobe  se- 
.         rious ;  the  fever  increased  daily,  and  the  doctors 
declared  the  case  desperate  ;  whereupon  the  holy 
man  earnestly  begged  for  the  Viaticum ;  before 
receiving  it  he  made  a  general  confession,  the 
last  authentic  proof  of  his  baptismal  innocence. 
Although  in  a  state  of  great  debility,  he  wished  to 
kneel  to  receive  our  Lord  for  the  last  time. 
Before  receiving  the  Viaticum,  he  asked  pardon  of 
all  the  religious  with  sincere  humility  and  most 
lively  contrition ;  he  spoke  with  great  feeling  of 
his  joining  the  Capuchins,  and  said  that  he  had 
taken  this  step  because  it  was  the  will  of  God,  and 
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had  returned  to  his  first  mother  because  it  was 
also  the  will  of  God.  He  encouraged  all  the 
Observantines  to  stand  firm  in  their  original  voca- 
tion, and  not  to  follow  his  example,  since  he  was 
but  a  miserable,  scandalous,  and  abominable 
sinner :  this  acknowledgment  made  by  the  saint 
strengthens  the  conjecture  hazarded  in  a  former 
chapter.  Having  received  the  Viaticum,  he 
asked  for  Extreme  Unction,  but  was  answered 
that  the  doctors  did  not  consider  his  case  suffi- 
ciently desperate  for  that ;  whereupon  with  heroic 
resignation  he  submitted,  sacrificing  his  just  and 
reasonable  demand  to  perfect  obedience.  He 
earnestly  requested  father-guardian  to  let  his 
remains  be  buried  in  the  stable  of  the  monastery. 
Father-guardian  told  him  they  had  no  stable,  but 
that  he  might  be  quite  easy  and  satisfied,  because 
he  would  take  care  to  comply  with  his  wishes, 
and  with  his  own  duty  at  the  same  time.  The  com- 
plaint advanced  rapidly;  the  doctors  prescribed 
a  very  bitter  and  nauseous  mixture,  as  a  last  re- 
medy, though  with  little  or  no  hopes  of  its  success. 
When  asked  whether  he  would  take  it,  he  an- 
swered yes,  with  a  smile,  and  sipped  it  leisurely 
without  the  slightest  sign  of  disgust.  Being  asked 
if  his  stomach  had  not  revolted  at  the  disgusting 
portion,  he  replied,  that  he  had  only  thought  of 
the  gall  which  was  given  to  our  Lord  when 
expiring  on  the  cross,  and  that  this  reflection  had 
sweetened  a  draught,  prepared,  not  by  cruel 
enemies,  but  by  charitable  doctors.  The  prior 
of  the  Dominicans,  with  several  of  his  reli- 
gious, came  to  visit  him  in  the  name  of  his  corn- 
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munity,  for  they  dearly  loved  him,  and  con- 
sidered him  as  a  saint.  Nicholas  was  pleased 
with  the  visit,  had  a  long  conversation  with  the 
Prior,  telling  him  amongst  other  things,  that  as 
S.  Lewis  B$rtrand,  shortly  before  his  death,  saw 
many  angels  flying  to  heaven  in  the  form  of  celes- 
tial birds,  so  that  he  also  had  seen  the  same  ;  that 
he  trusted  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  intercession  of  S.  Vincent  Ferrer,  and  S. 
Lewis  Bertrand,  to  be  soon  released  from  the 
weary  ties  of  this  mortal  life,  and  to  fly  away  to 
heaven ;  that  during  his  illness,  S.  Dominic,  8. 
Vincent  Ferrer,  and  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  had  been 
to  visit  him.  The  Prior  told  him  he  had  brought 
with  him  a  finger  of  Father  Lewis  at  the  same 
time  presenting  it  to  him.  He  took  the  loved 
relic  with  tender  devotion,  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross  over  his  whole  person  with  it ;  several  times 
joyfully  exclaiming,  "  S.  Lewis,  pray  for  me  !  S. 
Lewis,  pray  for  me  ! "  All  the  most  distinguished 
people  of  Valencia,  and  many  others,  visited  him 
during  his  last  illness.  He  received  them  with 
religious  simplicity,  only  requesting  them  to 
speak  to  him  of  nothing  but  the  concerns  of  eter- 
nity. Every  one  left  him  in  admiration  at  the 
calm  cheerfulness  with  which  he  spoke  of  his 
approaching  death,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Lord*  He  incessantly  repeated  with  humble  con- 
fidence, "  I  desire  to  be  dissolved  and  to  be  with 
Christ."  When  the  doctors  visited  him  during  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-second  of  December,  they 
found  him  worse,  and  frankly  owned  that  he  had 
few  hours  to  live  ;  and  therefore  ordered  Extreme 
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Unction' to  be  administered.  One  of  the  religious 
immediately  apprised  him  of  this  ;  at  the  news  his 
countenance  became  bright  and  smiling,  and  fix- 
ing his  eyes  on  the  said  religious,  he  said,  "Mj 
dearest  brother,  may  Heaven  ever  give  you  as  good 
and  as  consoling  news  as  this  is  which  you  now 
bring  to  me."  Then  raising  his  eyes  towards 
heaven,  he  exclaimed  like  one  out  of  himself  with 
joy,  "  I  have  rejoiced  in  these  things  which  are 
said  to  me ;  we  are  going  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord!"  Before  receiving  Extreme  Unction  he 
again  had  recourse  to  sacramental  confession; 
after  which,  with  full  presence  of  mind,  he  was 
fortified  with  the  holy  oils ;  answering  to  all  the 
usual  prayers  of  the  church.  Every  one  wished 
to  be  present  at  his  last  passage,  which  seemed 
close  at  hand  ;  they  remained  therefore  in  the  sick 
man's,  or  in  the  adjoining  rooms.  Blessed  Nicholas 
again  entreated  the  Father  Guardian  to  have  him 
buried  in  some  vile  place,  as  being  so  great  a  sin- 
ner, wholly  unworthy  of  being  buried  amongst  the 
religious.  Father  Guardian  again  told  him  he 
would  do  his  duty,  and  that  he  should  be  satisfied. 
He  requested  the  religious  to  retire  to  rest,  leaving 
him  with  two  Fathers  whom  he  named  ;  and  then 
to  return  if  they  pleased  in  the  morning,  to  help 
him  with  their  prayers  in  his  passage  to  eternity. 
Accordingly  they  all  left  him,  excepting  the  two 
he  had  asked  for. 

He  begged  they  would  from  time  to  time  pro- 
nounce the  holy  names  of  Jesus  and  Mary,  and 
recite  the  Apostles'  creed  aloud  to  him.  About 
the  middle  of  the  night,  one  of  the  religious, 
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whose  room  was  at  no  great  distance  from  the  in. 
firmary,  heard  strains  of  delightful  music,  ap- 
parently proceeding  from  the  chamber  of  Blessed 
Nicholas ;  he  hastened  thither,  and  found  that 
the  sounds  of  many  instruments  seemed  to  issue 
from  the  top  of  his  bed  :  he  and  the  two  religious 
who  were  watching  by  the  dying  man,  listened 
with  delight  to  the  heavenly  strains.  They  looked 
round  the  house,  and  out  of  the  windows,  to  dis- 
cover whether  the  music  was  from  without,  but  deep 
silence  reigned  everywhere ;  therefore  the  three 
were  convinced  that  the  music  they  heard  was 
supernatural  and  angelical ;  that  in  fact,  it  was  a 
foretaste  of  paradise  afforded  the  holy  man  in  his 
last  agony  ;  if  that  can  be  called  agony  which, 
seemed  to  be  so  inexpressibly  joyful.  The  dying 
saint  reclined  on  his  bed  with  a  cheerful  coun- 
tenance, his  mind  wholly  absorbed  in  God  ;  in  fine, 
in  a  state  of  ecstasy.  The  three  religious  were 
conversing  together  about  this  miraculous  har- 
mony, when  Blessed  Nicholas  turned  his  eyes  to- 
wards them,  and  said  with  a  smile,  "  Hush  !  my 
very  dear  brothers,  hush !"  and  immediately  re- 
turned to  his  state  of  ecstasy.  Morning  came, 
and  with  it  every  symptom  of  his  last  hour.  The 
usual  sign  was  given,  and  all  the  religious  hastened 
to  join  in  the  recommendation  of  the  departing 
soul ;  with  a  feeble  voice,  he  joined  with  the  rest 
in  these  most  devout  prayers  of  the  church  :  which 
being  ended,  his  dying  eyes  brightened  up,  he 
cast  an  affectionate  look  upon  his  crucifix,  then 
humbly  closed  his  eyes,  and  without  a  movement 
of  any  kind,  he  said  "Jesus!  I  believe!"  and 
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placidly  expired  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  December,  1583,  on  a  Friday,  aged  63 
years,  five  months,  and  twenty-five  days,  having 
lived  in  the  Order  of  S.  Francis  forty-six  years 
and  a  few  days. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

HIS  OBSEQUIES  AND  BURIAL. 

When  Blessed  Nicholas  was  dead,  Dr*  Lewis 
Almenara,  lecturer  of  medicine  in  the  University 
of  Valencia,  repaired  to  the  monastery  of  S. 
Maria  di  Gesu.  He  was  highly  celebrated,  and 
had  been  called  in  by  the  doctors  during  the  ill- 
ness of  the  saint.  He  wished  to  examine  the  body 
minutely :  he  found  the  limbs  flexible,  the  flesh 
soft  and  healthy,  just  as  if  he  were  alive  ;  he  per- 
ceived likewise  a  slight  moisture  of  extremely 
pleasant  odour.  He  pointed  out  these  circum- 
stances to  the  religious,  positively  declaring  that 
these  appearances  were  in  his  opinion  miraculous, 
and  beyond  the  order  of  nature.  His  death  was 
kept  secret  till  the  next  morning,  when  his  body 
was  carried  into  the  church.  The  Dominicans  im- 
mediately hastened  thither  in  procession,  to  assist 
at  his  obsequies.  As  soon  as  his  death  became 
known,  the  whole  of  Valencia  was  in  commotion  ; 
and  before  the  obsequies  were  over,  many  distin- 
guished persons  began  to  cut  off  portions  of  his 
habit,  to  be  kept  as  relics  ;  the  concourse  round 
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the  holy  body  became  so  great,  and  their  pious 
rapacity  so  unsparing,  the  habit  and  hair  being 
clipped  in  all  directions,  that  as  soon  as  the  obse- 
quies were  over,  the  body  was  conveyed  into  a 
small  chapel,  where  it  could  be  seen,  but  not 
touched  by  the  people.  Without  this  precaution 
popular  devotion  would  have  entirely  despoiled  it. 
The  religious  were  anxious  to  bury  him,  but  this 
was  found  to  be  impossible,  and  he  remained  ex- 
posed in  the  little  chapel  for  nine  days.  The  Pro- 
vincial, seeing  so  much  excitement  in  the  city, 
appointed  solemn  obsequies  to  be  celebrated  in  the 
church  of  S.  Francis,  on  the  morning  of  holy  Inno- 
cents' day.  All  the  religious  orders  came  hither 
processionally,  as  well  as  vast  crowds  of  people 
of  all  ranks.  A  panegyric  was  delivered  on  his 
heroic  virtues,  which  was  listened  to  by  all  with 
edification  and  delight ;  people  took  pleasure  in 
referring  to  it ;  especially  those  who  had  been 
best  acquainted  with  him.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  church  where  his  body  remained  exposed  was 
seldom  or  ever  empty  ;  and  though  the  winter  of 
that  year  was  particularly  mild  and  damp,  the 
body  daily  became  more  beautiful,  seeming  to  the 
spectators  like  a  person  in  a  sweet  and  tranquil 
slumber.  Moreover,  it  exhaled  a  most  delicious 
fragrance,  impregnating  the  rosaries  and  other 
things  which  out  of  devotion  were  applied  to 
it;  many  of  these  objects  retained  this  plea- 
sant scent  even  for  months.  And  although, 
generally  speaking,  the  church  was  full  from 
morning  till  night,  not  the  slightest  unpleasant 
odour  was  perceptible,  which,  naturally  speaking, 
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ought  to  have  heen  the  case :  on  the  contrary, 
the  before-mentioued  fragrance  remained  unal- 
loyed. This  was  unanimously  declared  to  be  a 
miracle.  Some  persons  suspected  and  hinted  that 
the  body  must  have  been  embalmed,  which  ac 
counted  for  its  state  of  preservation,  and  for  the 
odoriferous  perfume.  The  Provincial  gave  direc- 
tions for  the  body  to  be  secretly  buried  during  the 
night  following  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Before 
the  burial,  however,  he  would  have  it  legally  re- 
cognised by  public  and  competent  judges,  leaving 
documents  to  show  that  the  body  of  the  holy  man 
had  never  been  opened,  but  was  intact,  and  had 
remained  healthy  and  flexible  up  to  the  ninth  day, 
the  delicious  odour  remaining  unabated.  All  this 
was  carried  into  effect ;  after  which,  the  body  was 
respectfully  enclosed  in  a  coffin,  with  the  usual 
formality  of  seals,  inscriptions,  &c,9  and  was 
then  buried  in  a  place  apart,  during  the  night  of  the 
31st  December,  1583,  in  the  church  belonging  to 
the  monastery  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesu,  where  he  had 
taken  the  habit  of  S.  Francis,  where  he  had  lived 
for  many  years,  where  he  died,  and  where  his  re- 
mains now  rest  and  are  preserved. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

M1BCLES  AT  HIS  DEATH. 

As  in  life  so  likewisie  n  death  would  our  Lord 
render  Blessed  Nicholas  glorious.  I  think  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  with  truth,  that  through  his 
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means  and  intercession,  the  blind  recovered  their 
sight,  the  deaf  hearing,  the  languid  strength, 
lepers  were  cleansed,  the  crooked  made  straight, 
every  sort  of  complaint  was  cured,  and  even  the 
dead  restored  to  life.  Nor  let  me  here  be  accused 
of  irreverence,  unworthy  of  a  Catholic  historian, 
for  presuming  to  apply  to  Blessed  Nicholas  that 
eulogium  which  Christ  our  Lord  the  Son  of  God 
applied  to  Himself  and  His  own  miracles.  Every 
Christian  knows  that  the  power  of  working  mir- 
acles is  the  peculiar  attribute  of  Jesus  Christ, 
who  performs  them  by  His  own  might ;  whereas 
in  His  saints  it  is  but  a  gift,  when,  by  their 
means,  the  divine  power  of  Jesus  acts ;  hence 
the  miracles  of  the  saints  are  His  works,  He 
having  declared  that  in  His  Church  His  servants 
should  accomplish  the  same  prodigies  as  He  Him- 
self had  wrought  during  His  mortal  life,  nay,  even 
greater  still. 

Father  Christopher  Moreno,  the  intimate  and 
confidential  friend  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  was  pro- 
vincial of  the  Observantines  of  Valencia  at 
the  time  of  his  death ;  moreover,  he  was  then  in 
Valencia,  and  was  examined  in  the  processes  for 
his  beatification ;  this  learned  and  pious  religious 
man  was  the  first  who  wrote  and  published  the 
Life  of  Blessed  Nicholas  a  few  years  after  his 
precious  death  ;  eight  chapters  of  his  history  were 
taken  up  with  narrations  of  the  miracles  which 
occurred  after  his  death,  and  through  his  inter- 
cession; they  amount  to  about  a  hundred,  to 
which  may  be  added  a  still  greater  number  which 
have  taken  place  since  Father  Moreno  published 
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his  account.  In  an  abridgment  like  this  I  can 
only  briefly  select  a  few. 

Father  Francis  Stella,  who  heard  his  confession 
in  his  last  illness,  was  reciting  the  office  of  our 
Lady  in  his  own  room  very  early  in  the  morning 
of  Christmas  Eve,  that  is,  the  morning  after 
Blessed  Nicholas's  death.  The  father  fell  into 
a  slumber,  during  which  he  saw  Father  Jerome 
Esteve  (one  of  the  religious  who  had  recently  died 
in  a  well  founded  opinion  of  high  sanctity,)  who 
distinctly  told  Father  Francis  that  Blessed  Nicho- 
las was  already  in  heaven,  and  in  great  glory : 
hereupon  Father  Francis  awoke,  and  found  him- 
self environed  with  light  which  filled  the  whole 
room;  he  was  at  first  alarmed,  fearing  some 
illusion  of  the  devil ;  he  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross  several  times,  and  closed  his  eyes,  that  he 
might  not  see  the  light,  recommending  himself 
earnestly  to  God  and  to  our  Blessed  Lady.  After 
a  time  he  began  to  suspect  that  possibly  this 
great  light  might  be  meant  to  signify  Purgatory, 
and  that  the  soul  of  Father  Nicholas  might  be 
in  those  flames,  in  need  of  prayers.  At  length 
he  opened  his  eyes  again,  and  still  found  his 
room  filled  with  so  brilliant  a  light,  that  the 
brightness  of  the  sun  could  bear  no  proportion 
to  it;  at  the  same  time  his  whole  soul  seemed 
wrapped  in  soft  composure,  with  a  kind  of  positive 
conviction  that  Blessed  Nicholas,  so  far  from 
being  in  purgatory,  had  attained  to  heavenly  glory ; 
afterwards,  he  saw  this  marvellous  light  ascend 
by  little  and  little  to  heaven,  until  at  last  he 
quite  lost  sight  of  it ;  he  himself  experienced  a 
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feeling  of  great  comfort,  and  he  was  moreover 
effectually  moved  to  courage  and  constancy  in. 
the  ways  of  the  Lord.  During  Christmas  night, 
whilst  the  body  of  Blessed  Nicholas  was  exposed 
in  the  church,  a  priest  of  exemplary  life,  belonging 
to  one  of  the  military  orders,  retired  to  one  of  the 
chapels  in  his  own  church,  to  prepare  for  his 
three  masses,  which  he  was  to  celebrate  at  day- 
break ;  he  fell  into  a  slumber,  and  suddenly  found 
himself  transported  into  a  beautiful  well-lighted 
church,  adorned  all  over  with  shining  gold.  As 
he  was  admiring  it,  he  saw  a  troop  of  blessed 
spirits  advance,  accompanying  and  honouring 
Blessed  Nicholas.  On  reaching  the  middle  of 
the  church,  Nicholas  prostrated  himself  on  the 
ground,  whereupon  an  immense  number  of  peo- 
ple began  to  display  various  acts  of  respectful  de- 
votion towards  him.  Here  the  good  priest  awoke, 
overflowing  with  sentiments  of  tender  devotion. 
He  celebrated  his  masses  with  unusual  fervour,, 
recommending  the  soul  of  the  defunct  Father 
Nicholas  at  the  memento  of  the  dead,  in  his  first 
two  masses ;  on  reaching  the  same  memento  in 
his  third  mass,  notwithstanding  his  efforts  to  pray 
for  Father  Nicholas,  he  could  not  accomplish  it, 
and  he  distinctly  heard  a  voice,  saying,  "Why 
wouldest  thou  pray  for  one  who  already  enjoys 
supreme  felicity  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ?"  Over- 
come by  these  words,  and  filled  with  joy,  he  almost 
unconsciously  ejaculated,  "Saint  Nicholas,  pray 
for  me."  Having  said  this,  he  perceived  a  beauti- 
ful light,  more  bright  than  the  sun,  between  him- 
self and  the  chalice ;  it  remained  there  beneath 
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his  eyes  about  as  long  a  time  as  would  be  required 
to  recite  the  Credo  twice,  and  it  left  him  with 
the  firm  persuasion  that  our  holy  Nicholas  was 
indeed  a  happy  spirit  in  heaven. 

During  the  same  Christmas  night,  a  pious 
widow  of  Valencia,  who  was  ill  in  bed,  recom- 
mended herself  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  fully 
convinced  that  he  was  already  in  heaven,  be- 
seeching him  to  obtain  for  her  that  the  divine 
Infant  Jesus  might  be  spiritually  born  in  her  soul. 
Scarcely  had  she  finished  this  prayer,  than  she 
beheld  Blessed  Nicholas  environed  with  light; 
with  much  benevolence  he  began  to  speak  to  her 
of  heaven,  telling  her,  however,  that  she  would 
not  die  of  that  illness ;  he  exhorted  her  to  pa- 
tience and  conformity  with  the  Divine  will,  the 
better  to  sustain  her  great  and  painful  trials,  and 
assuring  her  that  a  very  rich  crown  was  reserved 
for  her  in  heaven,  but  that  it  was  to  be  the  reward 
of  her  humble,  patient  resignation ;  after  this 
apparition,  which  lasted  a  considerable  time,  the 
sick  woman  felt  much  consoled,  and  with  an 
ardent  desire  of  suffering. 

On  the  same  Christmas  day,  a  religious  of  the 
monastery  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesit  was  in  a  dying 
state,  all  his  limbs  were  stiff  and  contracted,  and 
he  also  suffered  from  violent  fever ;  the  infirma- 
rian  advised  him  to  recommend  himself  to  Father 
Nicholas,  whose  body  was  then  exposed  in  the 
church,  and  to  put  on  the  holy  man's  hood ;  no 
sooner  was  this  done,  than  the  fever  disappeared, 
all  his  members  recovered  their  natural  power,  he 
rose  from  his  bed,  and  went  down  to  the  church 
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to  thank  bis  benefactor,  and  to  the  utter  aston- 
ishment of  everj  one,  he  immediately  resumed  the 
regular  duties  of  the  community. 

On  the  same  day,  a  lady  of  Valencia  was  sudden- 
ly cured  of  a  rupture,  from  which  she  had  been 
suffering  for  eleven  years,  and  this  after  merely 
recommending  herself  piously  to  Father  Nicholas. 

Donna  Maria,  the  wife  of  Don  Christopher 
Mercador,  had  a  complaint  in  her  left  eye  of  four 
months'  standing ;  she  had  tried  all  the  remedies 
proposed  by  the  most  skilful  doctors  and  surgeons 
of  the  day,  but  all  in  vain ;  and  as  the  complaint 
daily  grew  worse  and  worse,  every  one  feared  that 
the  poor  lady  would  lose  her  eye.  On  the  day  of 
Father  Nicholas's  funeral,  she  went  to  the  church 
of  S.  Maria  di  Gesu,  approached  the  holy  body,  and 
respectfully  taking  one  of  the  hands,  she  applied  it 
to  her  diseased  eye  with  lively  faith  ;  at  that  very 
moment  the  pain  ceased,  and  the  eye  was  restored 
to  a  better  condition  than  it  had  been  in,  even 
before  it  was  affected. 

A  newly-married  young  man  of  Valencia, 
named  Esteve,  fell  ill  of  a  slow  fever  soon  after 
his  nuptials ;  he  was  declared  consumptive,  and 
received  the  holy  Viaticum  and  Extreme  Unction 
sixteen  days  after  the  death  of  Blessed  Nicholas. 
The  afflicted  mother  of  the  young  man  went  to 
the  church  of  the  Dominicans,  to  recommend  her 
dying  son  to  S.  Vincent  Ferrer  and  S.  Lewis 
Bertrand,  and  on  her  return  home,  to  her  surprise 
and  delight,  she  found  her  son  sleeping  tranquilly. 
After  some  time  he  awoke,  apparently  in  high 
spirits,  and  asked  his  mother  how  many  days  there 
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were  before  the  feast  of  S.  Sebastian  ;  the  mother 
told  him,  and  then  enquired  the  motive  of  his  ques- 
tion ;  he  replied :  "  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore  has 
been  to  see  me,  and  he  tells  me  that  I  shall  pass  from 
this  to  eternal  life  on  S.  Sebastian's  day.  Thir- 
teen days  later,  namely,  on  the  19th  of  January, 
1584,  young  Esteve  again  asked  his  mother  how 
many  days  were  wanting  till  the  feast  of  S.  Sebas- 
tian. She  answered  him,  "Two."  "No,  no," 
rejoined  the  son,  "  to-morrow  will  be  S.  Sebastian's 
day,  and  to-morrow,  at  two  hours  before  mid-day, 
I  shall  celebrate  my  nuptials."  And  so  he  did, 
for  on  the  following  day,  at  two  hours  before  mid- 
day, he  calmly  expired,  his  death  having  all  the 
appearance  of  a  sweet  and  placid  sleep. 

About  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  city,  our 
saint  appeared  to  another  person,  who  had  a  great 
devotion  to  him,  ordering  him  to  go  in  his  name  to 
a  certain  nobleman,  and  to  tell  him  that  the  love 
and  veneration  which  he  had  shown  towards  him 
during  his  life  and  since  his  death  could  not  be 
agreeable  to  him,  unless  he  renounced  a  criminal 
connection  which  he  was  secretly  carrying  on. 
The  person  who  was  favoured  with  this  vision  and 
commission  dreaded  undertaking  the  latter,  and 
said  that  the  nobleman  would  be  highly  offended 
by  the  message,  and  would  probably  not  believe 
that  it  was  given  by  Blessed  Nicholas's  order ; 
the  saint,  however,  bade  him  obey,  assuring  him 
that  the  gentleman  would  take  it  in  good  part, 
and  would  profit  thereby.  The  pious  person 
obeyed ;  the  nobleman  blushed  at  first,  bat 
being  convinced  that  the  admonition  really  came 
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from  Blessed  Nicholas,  he  humbly  and  grate- 
fully thanked  the  bearer  of  it,  changed  his  life, 
made  his  confession,  and  afterwards  faithfully 
observed  the  holy  law  of  God,  to  the  edification 
of  the  whole  city. 

Michael  Crespo,  who  belonged  to  the  retinue  of 
Don  John  Ribera,  archbishop  of  Valencia,  lay 
dangerously  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  and  was  de- 
spaired of  by  the  physicians ;  he  had  likewise  a  pes- 
tiferous tumour  in  the  neck,  which  inflamed  and 
affected  his  whole  face,  and  as  the  malady  was  con. 
tagious,  scarcely  any  one  was  willing  to  assist  him. 
He  recommended  himself  with  great  confidence 
to  Blessed  Nicholas,  beseeching  him  to  obtain  for 
him  health,  and  time  to  do  penance  for  his  sins. 
Scarcely  had  he  finished  his  prayer,  when  ho 
beheld  Blessed  Nicholas,  who,  seating  himself  at 
his  bed  side,  began  to  comfort  him  with  indescri- 
bable charity,  and  gently  touched  his  neck  and 
face,  whilst  at  the  same  time  he  filled  his  soul 
with  tender  compunction  and  consolation,  after 
which  he  disappeared,  and  to  the  astonishment  of 
every  one  Michael  was  perfectly  cured. 

Antonio  Rodrigo,  and  Maria  Battista,  his  wife, 
had  one  of  their  children,  four  years  of  age,  and 
named  Christopher,  desperately  ill ;  the  disconso- 
late parents  ono  evening  applied  a  fragment  of 
Blessed  Nicholas's  habit  to  their  dying  child,  con- 
fidently and  ardently  praying  that  the  Lord  would 
cure  their  son,  through  the  intercession  of  His  ser- 
vant. Hereupon  the  child  fell  asleep,  and  slept 
well  the  whole  night.  In  the  morning  he  awoke 
well  and  Wythe;  and  with  child-like  simplicity 
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told  his  father  and  mother  (and  many  others  too), 
that  he  had  been  to  the  church  of  the  Fathers  of 
S.  Maria  di  Gesii,  where  he  saw  Blessed  Nicholas 
put  in  a  coffin  ;  but  before  the  coffin  was  closed, 
he  stretched  forth  his  hand  and  touched  his  face : 
the  hand  was  white  as  snow,  and  clear  and  trans- 
parent as  crystal.  Blessed  Nicholas  said  to  him, 
"  My  little  Christopher,  go  merrily  home,  for  thou 
art  cured/ '  And  in  effect  he  was  quite  well.  He 
excited  universal  surprise  by  describing  the  coffin 
in  which  the  body  of  the  holy  man  was  deposited ; 
he  moreover  described  his  person  and  features 
with  such  minuteness,  that  those  who  had  best 
known  him  could  not  have  been  more  accurate. 
A  poor  woman  who  had  been  quite  blind,  begged 
to  be  blessed  with  some  relic  of  Blessed  Nicholas, 
who  had  died  a  few  days  before,  highly  reputed 
for  sanctity.  One  of  the  religious,  named  Crespo, 
took  the  blessed  man's  hood  to  the  blind  woman ; 
but  before  proceeding  further,  he  enquired  of 
several  persons  whether  the  woman  was  really 
blind  :  he  was  unanimously  answered  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  he  examined  her  very  closely  himself,  to 
be  satisfied  there  was  no  imposition :  he  then  put 
on  her  head  the  hood  which  had  belonged  to  the 
servant  of  God,  reciting  with  her  a  Pater  and  an 
Ave,  and  finally  read  some  of  the  holy  Gospels 
over  her ;  hereupon  the  blind  woman  immediately 
recovered  her  sight,  and  saw  well  for  many  years 
after. 

Catharine  Tuan,  of  Valencia,  was  seized  with 
malignant  fever,  which  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
the  doctors  became  worse  and  worse,  so  that  she 
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received  the  rites  of  the  holy  Church,  and  then  lay 
in  an  agony  for  six  days,  giving  no  other  sign  of  life 
than  a  feeble  respiration.  The  hood  of  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  put  upon  her  head,  some  one  whis- 
pering in  her  ear  (though  with  little  hope  of  being 
understood),  that  she  had  better  recommend  her- 
self to  Father  Nicholas  Fattore.  At  these  words 
she  opened  her  eyes,  like  one  returning  from  death 
to  life,  and  said,  that  when  Father  Nicholas  was 
alive,  he  had  been  her  confessor ;  that  he  was  a 
great  saint,  and  that  she  had  the  greatest  confi- 
dence in  his  patronage  :  without  further  medical 
aid,  she  was  soon  quite  well :  the  doctors  who  had 
attended  her  declared  the  cure  to  be  evidently 
miraculous,  and  that  she  might  be  looked  upon  as 
one  dead  restored  to  life. 

Frances  Fernandez  fell  ill  of  a  putrid  fever, 
with  a  pestiferous  tumour  in  the  ear :  she  had  even 
received  the  last  sacraments  of  the  Church  ;  the 
recommendation  of  the  soul  was  recited,  and  she 
was  thought  to  be  at  her  last  gasp.  The  priest 
who  assisted  her  held  a  lighted  taper  before  her 
mouth,  and  finding  no  symptom  of  respiration,  he 
concluded  she  was  dead,  and  began  the  customary 
prayers  of  the  Church.  The  disconsolate  father 
and  mother  on  hearing  that  their  daughter  was 
dead,  ran  weeping  to  the  bed,  and  touched  her 
with  a  relic  of  the  servant  of  God.  After  some 
time,  the  damsel,  who  was  supposed  to  be  dead, 
gave  a  deep  sigh,  as  if  waking  from  a  heavy  sleep, 
and  said,  "  Through  the  merits  of  Father  Nicholas 
Fattore,  and  at  his  intercession,  our  Lord  God  has 
recalled  me  from  death  to  life  :  beseech  Him,  for 
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the  glory  of  His  servant,  to  acomplish  in  me  the 
greatness  of  His  mercies,  and  to  restore  me  to  per- 
fect health."  She  was  cured  from  that  day.  This 
miracle  occurred  in  Valencia,  on  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1584.  Joanna  Gomis,  of  Valencia,  had 
been  ill  of  a  fever  for  two  years,  accompanied  at 
last  with  vomiting,  which  prevented  her  from  re* 
taining  food  of  any  kind  ;  and  the  doctors  gave  up 
her  case  as  hopeless.  A  neighbour  encouraged 
her  to  have  recourse  to  Father  Nicholas  Fattore,  at 
the  same  time  applying  a  little  scrap  of  the  habit 
worn  by  the  servant  of  God.  In  the  night,  when 
the  sick  woman  was  alone,  she  saw  a  religious  of 
the  Observantine  Reform  enter  her  room,  he  was 
followed  by  several  others,  and  seating  himself  at 
her  bed  side,  he  recited  some  prayers  which  she 
could  not  understand ;  his  companions  did  the 
same,  and  in  a  moment  they  all  vanished:  the 
dying  woman  found  herself  perfectly  cured ;  nor 
did  she  ever  doubt  that  the  religious  man  who 
had  appeared  to  her  was  Blessed  Nicholas.  In 
the  same  city,  Isabella,  the  wife  of  Francis  Lugi, 
•Doctor  of  Laws,  met  with  a  serious  accident, 
followed  by  a  fever  and  hemorrhage,  which  pro- 
duced deadly  fainting  fits,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  doctors  recommended  the  administra- 
tion of  the  holy  oils.  Her  husband  eutreated  our 
religious  to  lend  her  Blessed  Nicholas's  hood :  no 
sooner  was  it  put  on  her  head,  than  the  hemorrhage 
stopped,  the  fever  disappeared,  and  the  dying 
woman  found  herself  in  perfect  health  and 
strength. 

Father  John  Baptist  Marin,  a  theologian  and 
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preacher  pi  the  Minor  Observantines,  fell  ill  in  the 
monastery  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesu,  at  Valencia,  and 
after  a  month's  illness,  being  reduced  to  extremity, 
he  received  the  last  sacraments.  He  begged  that 
Blessed  Nicholas's  hood  might  be  brought  to  him, 
and  he  respectfully  put  it  on  his  head,  with 
lively  faith  and  confidence  recommending  himself 
to  the  servant  of  God,  that  he  would  intercede  for 
his  recovery.  As  soon  as  he  had  finished  his 
prayer,  he  was  perfectly  cured.  When  Doctor 
Montesa,  who  had  attended  him,  found  him  thus 
suddenly  cured,  he  declared  that  so  instantaneous 
a  recovery  could  only  proceed  from  heaven. 

These  few  miracles,  selected  from  innumerable 
others,  which  happened  at  the  death  of  Blessed 
Nicholas,  are  sufficient  for  our  present  purposes. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  FAME  OF  HIS  SANCTITY — HIS  BEATIFICATION. 

The  fame  of  Blessed  Nicholas's  exalted  sanctity 
had  resounded  throughout  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
but  after  his  holy  death  it  increased  marvellously, 
and  became  universal  in  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  S.  Lewis  Bertrand  when  alive  had  spoken 
highly  of  him,  as  was  attested  in  the  processes  by 
the  very  persons  who  had  gathered  the  words 
from  the  lips  of  S.  Lewis  himself.  He  was  held 
in  terms  of  equal  veneration  by  Don  John  di 
Ribera,  archbishop  of  Valencia,  who,  amongst 
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many  similar  things,  said  to  Blessed  Nicholas  on 
the  occasion  of  the  great  concourse  of  people  who 
bad  assembled  at  the  solemn  obsequies  of  the 
before-named  S.  Lewis,  "Father  Nicholas,  we 
shall  see  the  same  numerous  assembly,  the  same 
tender  devotion  and  compunction  in  Valencia 
when  you  die."  S.  Paschal  Baylon,  who  survived 
our  saint  some  years,  continually  spoke  of  the 
miraculous  events  connected  with  Father  Nicholas 
Fattore.  Leaving  all  the  rest,  three  such  wit- 
nesses as  these  sufficed  to  fill  the  whole  catholic 
world  with  the  name  and  fame  of  Blessed  Nicho- 
las. 

About  two  year3  after  our  saint's  death,  king 
Philip  IL  spent  a  few  days  at  Valencia,  when 
he  and  all  the  royal  family  visited  the  convent  of 
S.  Maria  di  Gesil,  where,  after  praying  before  the 
altar  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  he  went  to  the 
tomb  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  on  which  he  placed  his 
regal  crown,  as  if  devoutly  to  entrust  it  to  his 
keeping ;  and  here  he  remained  long  kneeling  in 
fervent  prayer.  He  and  his  party  would  next 
visit  the  infirmary,  where  the  holy  man  had  died ; 
after  viewing  and  honouring  the  walls,  the  poor 
bed  from  whence  he  had  flown  to  heaven,  and  the 
habit  he  had  worn,  which,  since  his  death,  had 
been  left  extended  on  the  bed,  (the  whole  being 
piously  cherished  by  the  religious  of  the  house) 
his  majesty  blessed  God,  the  Giver  of  all  good 
gifts,  for  what  he  had  there  seen  and  heard.'  The 
fathers  were  obliged  to  permit  some  of  the  cour- 
tiers to  cut  off  scraps  of  the  habit,  which  they 
wished  to  preserve  as  precious  relics.   The  reli. 
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m  gjous  0f  g#  Fraucis  iu  the  city  of  Valencia  besought 
:PP  his  majesty  to  use  his  influence  with  the  supreme 
\wi*  pontiff — then  Sixtus  V. — for  the  canonization  of 
i*  Father  Fattore.  Philip,  like  an  illustrious  and 
j  Ifc l  religious  prince,  after  consulting  the  royal  council 
a  ft  of  Arragon,  wrote  to  the  Roman  pontiff,  request- 
bd  ing  as  a  special  favour,  and  one  which  he  took 
»W  greatly  to  heart,  that,  using  his  high  authority, 
eritf  he  should  give  immediate  orders  for  entering 
grit  upon  the  cause  of  Father  Nicholas  Fattore,  and 
that  the  necessary  processes  and  other  usual 

0  examens  should  be  set  on  foot,  preparatory  to 
decreeing  him  worthy  of  the  honour  of  our  altars. 

2jft&  His  majesty  moreover  bade  his  ambassador  at 
A*      'Rome,  the  Count  of  Olivares,  to  press  this  affair 

01  on  the  attention  of  his  holiness,  as  one  tending 
jeftw*       greatly  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  edification  of 
tuts       the  Church.    The  public  representatives  of  the 
3C^       states  and  city  of  Valencia  presented  the  same 
i&fc       petition  to  the  pope,  who  yielded  readily  to  the 
if       wishes  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  and  of  the  people 
is*       of  Valencia.    The  usual  processes  for  the  beatifi- 
#       cation  and  canonization  of  Father  Fattore  were 
f        *oon  completed,  and  according  to  the  custom  of 
!*        those  times,  Father  Nicholas  was  solemnly  hon- 
i        oured  in  Spain,  and  throughout  the  whole  Fran- 
's!       ciscan  order.  At  Rome  the  Congregation  of  Rites 

proceeded  with  its  usual  caution,  and  various 
i  circumstances  occasioned  the  cause  to  proceed 
1  but  slowly.  Under  the  pontificate  of  Urban  VIII., 
after  a  most  rigorous  examen,  the  Congregation 
of  the  Rota  made  its  solemn  relation  to  his  holi- 
ness ;  it  could  not  have  "been  more  honourable  to 
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our  saint,  as  any  one  may  read  in  the  acts  them- 
selves. The  celebrated  John  Baptist  Coccini,  the 
Dean,  Alphonsus  Mansanedo,  the  patriarch  of 
Jerusalem,  and  Philip  Pirovani,  made  the  relation, 
in  the  name  of  all*  their  colleagues.  This  was 
subjected  to  the  examination  of  the  sacred 
Congregation  of  Rites,  and  would  have  been 
approved  and  confirmed  by  Apostolic  authority, 
whereby  the  veneration  of  our  saint  would  have 
been  extended  to  the  whole  church,  if  the 
postulators  had  not  deferred  soliciting  the 
expediting  thereof.  In  the  mean  time,  our  holy 
father  pope  Urban  VIII.  published  his  cele- 
brated decrees  with  regard  to  the  solemn  canon- 
zation  of  saints;  in  consequence  of  which  public1 
devotion  to  Blessed  Nicholas  was  put  au  end  to, 
both  in  Spain  and  in  his  own  order.  According 
to  the  new  regulations,  the  cause  was  again 
to  be  commenced,  already  so  far  advanced; 
various  other  interruptions  occurred,  till  on  the 
8th  of  December,  1743,  Pope  Benedict  XIV,  pro- 
mulgated a  decree  declaring  that  Nicholas  Fattore 
possessed  all  virtues  in  an  heroic  degree.  Then 
the  almost  forgotten  cause  was  resumed,  and 
Pope  Pius  VI.  approved  the  miracles,  and  decreed 
the  sacred  title  of  Blessed  to  Nicholas.  It  is 
indeed  surprising  that  his  beatification  should 
have  been  so  long  delayed,  and  that  through  so 
many  alternations  of  action  and  inaction,  a  cause 
should  have  been  prolonged  for  two  centuries, 
which  had  every  appearance  of  being  happily  con- 
cluded at  once,  previous  to  the  decrees  of  Urban 
VIII.;  it  setms  hardly  possible  to  account  for  the 
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delay.  Perhaps  the  loving  providence  of  our  Lord 
may  have  deferred  glorifying  and  raising  Blessed 
Nicholas  Fattore  to  the  honour  of  our  altars  till  the 
present  time,  in  order  to  confound  modern  free- 
thinkers, and  for  the  comfort  and  support  of  true 
Catholics ;  for  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  Blessed 
Nicholas's  sanctity  is  diametrically  opposite  to 
the  vices  and  errors  of  our  days ;  and  it  is  by  a 
beneficent  dispensation  of  the  Most  High,  that 
Pius  VI.,  so  fervently  zealous  as  he  was  in  sup- 
porting  the  truths  of  divine  revelation  against  the 
sophistries  of  modern  libertinism,  should  present 
this  great  model  to  the  whole  Church,  that  it 
might  everywhere  produce  fruits  of  Christian  fer- 
vour and  piety.  Solemn  canonization  must  yet 
complete  the  religious  honours  already  awarded 
to  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore,  by  means  of  which 
he  will  be  immortalized  in  the  memory  of  all  the 
true  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  throughout  the 
Church  to  the  end  of  time. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

THE  MIRACLES  APPROVED  FOR  HIS  BEATIFICATION. 

According  to  the  decrees  of  Pope  Urban  VIII., 
only  two  miracles,  approved  as  such  by  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  Rites,  were  necessary  for  the 
Beatification  of  Nicholas  Fattore ;  nevertheless, 
three  were  proposed,  and  all  three  were  approved 
by  the  said  congregation  and  by  Pope  Pius  VI., 
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which  miracles,  as  is  but  just,  shall  be  inserted 
here. 

John  Baptist  Claudi,  a  child  thirteen  months 
old,  being  left  near  the  door  of  the  house,  by  some 
means  crawled  out  into  the  middle  of  the  street ; 
it  so  happened  that  a  great  fourwheeled  cart 
heavily  laden  passed  along;  one  of  the  front 
wheels  passed  over  the  child  in  presence  of 
several  people,  leaving  him  either  dead  or  dying ; 
the  frantic  mother  flew  to  raise  her  infant,  and 
found  him  not  only  torn  in  several  different 
places,  but  with  a  severe  contusion  on  the  loins, 
surrounded  by  a  deep  scar,  partly  red  and 
partly  black.  The  unfortunate  woman  held  the 
child  (dead  as  every  one  believed)  tightly  pressed 
upon  her  breast,  standing  there  like  a  statue, 
senseless  and  immoveable.  After  gazing  thus 
with  a  fixed  and  stupid  eye  upon  her  child  for 
some  time,  she  raised  her  eyes  to  heaven,  exclaim- 
ing with  lively  faith,  "  Father  Nicholas,  I  recom- 
mend my  own  life  and  the  life  of  my  child  to 
thee ;  I  here  claim  him  at  your  hands  alive  and 
well,  as  God  gave  him  to  me,  and  as  He  khas 
hitherto  preserved  him.  I  will  carry  him  in 
devotion  to  your  tomb,  and  there,  through  your 
hands,  I  will  offer  him  to  the  Almighty."  Several 
persons  surrounded  the  mother,  and  they  all  im- 
plored Blessed  Nicholas's  succour  for  the  child. 
Scarcely  was  this  done,  than  the  babe  raised  his 
drooping  head,  and  with  bright  eyes  smiled  upon 
his  mother,  nestling  himself  more  closely  to  her 
bosom.  Not  only  was  he  alive  and  well,  but 
every  sign  of  the  accident  bad  disappeared,  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


449 


0  IE 

'(Iff 


the  astonishment  of  all  who  had  witnessed  his 
former  condition.    It  would  be  impossible  to  des- 
cribe  their  delight,  especially  that  of  the  poor 
mother ;  it  is  true  to  say,  in  the  excess  of  her  joy 
she  forgot  her  promise,  a  debt  of  gratitude  well 
due  to  Blessed  Nicholas.    A  few  days  after  the 
^  ^         child  iad  been  thus  miraculously  restored  either 
m{         from  death  to  life,  or  at  least  from  mortal  injuries 
ilk         to  Per^ect  health,  the  parents  not  having  thought 
jl  of  the  performance  of  the  promise,  the  said  little 

John  Baptist  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  great 
^  tumour  in  his  neck,  which  so  pressed  upon  his 

0  throat,  that  he  was  unable  to  swallow  even  his 
0  mother's  milk,  so  that  he  was  again  reduced  to 
j  death's  door.  The  mother  was  as  disconsolate  as 
^         she  had  been  a  few  days  before,  and  with  confid- 

*  ing  simplicity  she  began  to  complain  to  Blessed 
0  Nicholas,  that  he  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  pre- 
cis serve       cnild  whom  he  had  so  recently  saved. 

#  One  of  the  Observantine  fathers  tried  to  comfort 
p  her,  and  reminded  her  of  her  unfulfilled  promise  ; 
^  adding,  that  perhaps  the  present  illness  of  the 

child  might  be  in  punishment  of  her  own  neglect. 
Hereupon  the  mother,  taking  the  child  in  her 
arms,  hastened  at  once  to  the  tomb  of  Blessed 
Nicholas  ;  the  hood  which  had  belonged  him  was 
put  on  the  babe's  head,  and  with  many  tears  the 
mother  implored  pity  and  pardon  for  her  negli- 
gence ;  warmly  did  she  intercede  with  Blessed 
Nicholas  that  he  would  obtain  from  God  the  pro- 
longation of  their  little  boy's  life,  for  a  glorious  tes- 
timony of  the  power  of  his  intercession,  and  as  the 
proof  of  his  glory  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  As 
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soon  as  this  prayer  was  ended,  the  tumour  vanished; 
the  child,  lively  and  healthy,  was  carried  home 
by  his  parents,  who  with  many  many  tears  grate- 
fully thanked  Almighty  God  and  Blessed  Nicho- 
las. Every  one  was  of  opinion  that  our  Lord 
intended  by  this  second  favour  to  confirm  the 
evident  miracle  of  the  first  cure. 

Jerome  Espeso  practised  medicine  at  Moya,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Castile.  One  night  when  he  was 
at  home,  he  heard  loud  cries  for  help  proceeding 
from  a  neighbouring  street ;  a  priest,  a  relative 
of  his  own,  was  attacked  by  one  who  bore  him 
ill-will.  Jerome  ran  to  the  assistance  of  the 
priest,  succeeded  in  separating  the  two,  and  ap- 
peased the  dispute  which  had  arisen  between 
them ;  the  exasperated  aggressor,  however,  aimed 
his  dagger  at  Jerome,  inflicting  a  deep  wound  in 
his  breast.  He  was  conveyed  home,  where,  on 
examination,  the  wound  was  declared  mortal,  and 
his  death  apparently  was  close  at  hand ;  he  imme- 
diately made  his  confession,  and  received  the  holy 
Viaticum  and  Extreme  Unction.  On  the  following 
morning  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to  Valencia, 
to  summon  a  very  celebrated  surgeon  belonging 
to  that  city.  He  proceeded  to  Moya,  and  pro- 
nounced the  wound  to  be  extremely  dangerous, 
adding,  that  if  Jerome  survived  it,  he  would  re- 
quire long  and  constant  care.  As  he  could  not 
remain  at  Moya,  after  dressing  the  wound,  he 
had  the  wounded  man  very  gently  conveyed  back 
with  him  to  Valencia.  Great  and  excellent  as 
were  the  care  and  skill  of  the  surgeon,  the  wound 
grew  worse ;  a  bard  substance  formed  round  the 
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edge  of  it,  aad  increased  daily,  in  spite  of  all 
the  remedies  used ;  the  humour  was  pestilential, 
and  as  this  hard  substance  prevented  the  necessary 
purification,  the  surgeon  found  himself  obliged 
to  introduce  a  leaden  plug  about  a  finger's  length, 
which  was  permanently  fixed  in  the  cavity  of  the 
wound.  In  addition  to  this,  Jerome  suffered  from 
continual  fever,  which  was  gradually  undermining 
his  health  and  strength.  At  the  end  of  three 
months  he  was  in  such  a  state  of  languor  and 
prostration,  that  not  only  was  his  cure  despaired 
of,  but  his  death  was  looked  upon  as  close  at 
hand.  In  this  deplorable  condition,  he  recom- 
mended himself  with  lively  confidence  to  Blessed 
Nicholas,  placing  over  the  wound  a  small  cross 
made  of  the  wood  of  his  coffin.  He  fell  asleep ; 
during  his  slumber  Blessed  Nicholas  appeared  to 
him,  gently  consoling  him,  and  saying,  "  Jerome, 
you  will  not  die  of  this  illness ;  God  cures  you 
at  this  moment"  Jerome  hereupon  awoke,  and 
felt  himself  in  full  vigour ;  the  surgeons  arrived, 
and  on  removing  the  bandages  from  the  wound, 
to  their  astonishment  they  found  the  leaden  plug 
entirely  out,  and  fastened  to  the  bandage,  the 
wound  was  perfectly  healed,  Jerome  was  free 
from  fever,  and,  in  a  word,  was  restored  to  perfect 
health.  He  lived  thirty-five  years  after  his  cure ; 
in  his  last  will  he  bequeathed  a  determinate  sum  of 
money  to  be  annually  paid  for  the  purchase  of 
oil  for  a  lamp  to  be  kept  perpetually  burning  at 
the  tomb  of  his  blessed  deliverer. 

John  Joachim  Glaudi,  a  boy  twelve  years  old, 
vho  was  mortally  wounded,  and  miraculously  cured 
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through  the  intercession  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  was* 
the  subject  of  the  third  miracle  approved  by  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff,  for  the  Beatification  of  Nicholas 
Fattore.  The  boy  was  playing  with  some  other 
children  of  his  own  age,  when  one  of  them  stuck 
a  long  sharp  penknife  into  the  region  of  his  heart ; 
the  child  fell  down  in  a  mortal  swoon ;  the  wound 
was  so  wide  and  deep,  as  to  expose  the  lungs, 
which  the  surgeons  were  obliged  to  move  and 
press  back  before  they  could  accomplish  the  ne- 
cessary injections  or  dress  the  wound.  His  breath 
escaped  through  the  aperture  with  such  force,  that 
a  lighted  candle  of  four  wicks  held  before  it  was 
extinguished.  A  burning  fever  produced  frequent 
fainting  fits,  and  the  wound  already  began  to 
yield  putrid  and  purulent  matter.  The  invalid 
declined  daily,  his  strength  was  completely  ex- 
hausted, his  voice  extinct,  and  the  wound  had  evi- 
dently become  incurable.  The  surgeons  lost  all 
hope,  and  Joachim  received  the  last  rites  of  the 
Church,  believing  himself  to  be  actually  dying. 
On  the  one-and-twentieth  day  from  the  date  of 
the  accident,  he  was  in  the  state  just  described, 
when  his  mother  and  sister,  who  had  often  re- 
commended him  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  redoubled 
their  prayers,  and  with  great  confidence  put  on 
him  the  hood  so  often  alluded  to,  begging  his 
cure  through  the  intercession  of  the  saint.  Blessed 
Nicholas  appeared  to  Joachim,  with  a  staff  in  his 
hand,  then  seating  himself  near  the  head  of  the 
bed,  he  began  to  caress  the  child  very  affection- 
ately, and  said  to  him,  "  Be  of  good  heart,  my 
dear  child,  God  will  cure  you,  and  you  will  soon 
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be  well."  At  these  words  the  boy  felt  a  thrill 
ruu  through  his  whole  frame,  and  at  the  samo 
time  an  indescribable  consolation  of  soul.  He 
called  his  mother  in  his  own  natural  tone  of  voice, 
who  hastened  in  alarm,  fearing  that  the  loud 
summons  was  the  expiring  effort  of  her  beloved 
child.  To  her  astonishment  she  found  him  gay 
and  smiling ;  he  said  to  her,  "  I  am  well  ;  here 
is  Father  Nicholas  Fattore  come  to  see  me,  sitting 
close  to  me  ;  he  it  is  who  has  cured  me."  Neither 
the  mother  nor  the  sister  could  see  the  saint, 
though  the  boy  persisted  that  he  was  there. 
When  the  surgeons  arrived,  they  found  the  wound 
closed,  the  fever  entirely  subsided,  and  every 
symptom  of  illness  gone;  in  a  few  days  little 
John  Joachim  left  the  house  as  well  and  as 
healthy  as  ever.  These  are  the  miracles  ap- 
proved by  the  Holy  See  for  his  beatification, 
wherewith  God  was  pleased  to  glorify  Blessed 
Nicholas  Fattore,  and  Valencia  his  country,  as 
well  as  to  demonstrate  the  magnificence  of  His 
own  divine  works,  and  His  unbounded  liberality 
to  those  who  confidently  trust  in  the  powerful 
patronage  of  our  saint. 


Digitized  by  Google 


454 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


BOOK  II. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OP  HIS  VIRTUES. — HIS  HEROIC  FAITH. 

Haying  detailed  in  as  good  order  as  I  could 
the  various  incidents  connected  with  the  life  and 
actions  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  it  now  remains  for  me 
to  treat  more  at  large  on  the  subject  of  his  vir- 
tues, setting  forth  those  acts  which  show  them  to 
be  heroicaL  In  the  first  place,  let  us  speak  of 
Faith,  which  is  the  first  that  God  infuses  into 
man  in  his  justification ;  it  is,  moreover,  the  first 
virtue  which  in  man,  prevented  and  aided  by 
grace,  produces  effects. 

Whilst  yet  a  child  of  only  five  or  six  years  old, 
he  recognized  Jesus  Christ  in  the  person  of  poor 
leprous  beggars,  whom  he  relieved,  and  whose 
wounds  he  kissed,  saying,  and  showing  by  his 
deeds,  that  he  gave  food  to  Jesus  through  them, 
and  kissed  His  wounds  in  theirs.  These  offices 
of  charity  to  the  poor  were  habitual  in  Blessed 
Nicholas  during  the  whole  course  of  his  life ;  and 
they  can  only  have  proceeded  (especially  in  his 
childhood)  from  his  lively  faith.  Blessed  Nicho- 
las was  very  learned ;  he  was  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  ministry  of  preaching,  neverthe- 
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less  with  heroic  faith,  he  made  his  chief  pre- 
paration for  his  sermons  consist  in  extraordi- 
nary prayer,  fasting,  and  other  austerities:  in 
effect,  frequently  this  was  his  sole  preparation 
for  preaching,  and  yet  the  generality  of  the  peo- 
ple were  astonished  at  the  depth  of  learning  he 
displayed,  as  well  as  his  power  of  moving 
even  the  most  obdurate  and  abandoned  sinners. 
In  all  his  sermons  and  familiar  discourses  he 
ever  spoke  of  things  belonging  to  the  Catholic 
religion,  in  a  manner  which  showed  his  full  and 
entire  adhesion  to  every  maxim  of  the  faith,  and 
to  every  mystery  which  it  inculcates;  so  that 
every  one  could  perceive  how  thorough  was  his 
conviction  of  its  truth,  a  conviction  more  sincere 
and  solid  than  he  had  of  things  palpable  and 
evident  to  the  senses. 

This  lively  persuasion  of  the  maxims  of  our 
holy  faith  gave  rise  to  his  almost  daily  ecstasies^ 
in  one  of  which  he  spoke  at  large  of  the  inesti- 
mable favour  which  our  Lord  confers  on  those 
servants  whom  He  chooses  to  bear  witness  to  the 
truth  of  His  holy  Gospel,  by  the  effusion  of  their 
blood  by  means  of  martyrdom.  He  continually 
declared  that  he  bore  a  holy  envy  to  the  martyrs 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  those  religious  who  went 
to  preach  the  faith  in  infidel  countries  ;  often  did 
he  petition  his  superiors  to  send  him  into  Africa, 
that  he  might  labour  in  the  conversion  of  the 
infidels,  hoping  that  he  might  there  meet  with  a 
cruel  death,  in  defence  of  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Although  this  request  was  invariably  refused,  it 
is  inconceivable  with  what  zeal  and  ardour  he 
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strove  to  convert  the  few  mahoraedans  who  lived 
in  the  province  of  Valencia.  By  a  special  inspi- 
ration of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  several  times  offered 
them  to  step  into  a  great  fire,  in  demonstration  of 
the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  truth  of 
the  catholic  faith,  on  condition  that  they  abjured 
their  errors  if  he  came  out  of  the  fire  safe  and 
sound ;  but  they  would  never  accept  the  chal- 
lenge. 

The  devils  often  appeared  to  him  under  terrible 
forms,  beating  him,  and  trying  to  kill  him  by 
strangulation  ;  on  theae  occasions  faith  was  his 
armour,  and  instead  of  being  terrified,  he  only 
scorned  and  ridiculed  the  assaults  of  his  infernal 
enemies  ;  he  had  ever  in  his  mind,  and  frequently 
on  his  tongue,  this  truth,  that  Almighty  God  never 
permits  the  power  of  the  devil  to  be  superior  to 
His  divine  assistance,  and  that  God  would  enable 
him  to  triumph  over  all  his  attacks  ;  by  the  light 
of  this  truth  he  felt  no  fear  under  the  many  great 
assaults  to  which  he  was  subjected  by  the  devil, 
but  from  which  he  always  came  forth  with 
increased  merits.  He  drew  up  on  paper,  written 
by  his  own  hand,  and  with  his  own  blood,  an 
explicit  confession  of  faith,  specifying  all  its  fun- 
damental dogmas  with  wonderful  depth  and  learn- 
ing ;  and  to  prove  his  fervent  and  sincere  attach- 
ment to  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  wrote  these 
dogmas  in  the  figure  of  a  human  heart,  likewise 
drawn  in  his  own  blood. 

Setting  aside  all  other  particular  facts,  we  may 
conclude  this  chapter  by  saying  (as  the  holy 
church  has  authoritatively  declared)  that  Blessed 
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Nicholas  possessed  all  the  principal  Christian  vir- 
tues in  a  heroic  degree  ;  this  surely  then  must  be 
true  with  regard  to  his  faith,  since  no  act  of  Chris- 
tian virtue  can  be  heroic,  unless  it  springs  from 
an  act  of  faith  at  least  equally  heroic. 


CHAPTER  II. 

HIS  HEROIC  HOPE. 

Divine  faith  cannot  reach  a  heroic  degree  in 
any  man,  whose  mind  is  not  fully  convinced  that 
God  is  his  only  good,  and  that  nothing  can  be 
good  which  does  not  proceed  from  God,  and  which 
is  not  a  participation  of,  and  a  gift  from  God.  From 
this  conviction  necessarily  springs  divine  hope, 
whereby  we  look  for,  and  ardently  desire  God 
alone,  and  the  participation  of  God  Himself  and  of 
His  gifts.  This  virtue  shone  forth  in  Blessed 
Nicholas,  even  from  his  childhood.  His  generous 
refusal  in  his  youth  of  the  wealth  and  suitable 
nuptials  offered  him  by  his  father,  preferring  the 
poor  and  humble  life  of  a  Franciscan,  clearly 
proves  that  he  cared  and  wished  for  nothing  but 
the  Sovereign  Good. 

But  leaving  these  and  similar  things,  a  fellow- 
religious,  very  learned,  and  much  addicted  to  prac- 
tices of  piety,  asked  him  one  day  in  confidence 
by  what  means  he  had  obtained  from  God  that 
high  contemplation,  and  those  frequent  ecstasies 
and  raptures  with  which  he  was  favoured ;  with 
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his  usual  candour  and  simplicity  Blessed  Nicho- 
las answered,  that  whilst  he  was  in  the  convent  of 
the  Valle  di  Gesu,  one  day  there  seemed  to  pass 
as  in  a  troop  before  his  eyes,  along  the  edge  of  a 
neighbouring  hill,  all  the  honours  and  all  the  plea- 
sures which  a  man  can  enjoy  in  this  life.  All 
these  transitory  goods  seemed  to  put  on  their  most 
attractive  looks:  after  considering  them  atten- 
tively, he  turned  the  eye  of  his  mind  to  God,  and 
immediately  despised,  trampled  upon,  and  abhorred 
all  worldly  things  as  filthy  mire,  at  the  same  time 
feeling  and  understanding  that  there  was  nothing 
worth  caring  for  but  God  Himself ;  after  this  he 
was  favoured  by  our  Lord  with  a  sublime  contem- 
plation of  divine  things,  as  well  as  with  continual 
ecstasies  and  raptures. 

True  Christian  hope,  so  far  from  being  dismayed 
at,  is  rather  strengthened  by  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties, and  by  the  insuperable  obstacles  it  meets 
with ;  it  renders  man  secure,  and  convinces  him 
that  with  it  he  may  overcome  all  opposition ;  "In 
thy  word  I  will  leap  over  the  wall." 

Later  on,  when  treating  of  his  charity  towards 
his  neighbour,  we  shall  relate  several  incidents 
illustrative  of  the  lively  confidence  which  Blessed 
Nicholas  placed  in  the  assistance  of  Almighty 
God,  and  how  it  enabled  him  to  succeed  in  the 
most  difficult  enterprises. 

The  office  of  superior  was  greatly  opposed 
to  his  humility,  bat  as  soon  as  he  knew  that 
God  required  him  to  accept  the  charge,  he 
promptly  and  generously  submitted,  fulfilling  its 
duties  successfully,  and  for  a  long  time.  His 
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joining  the  Capuchins,  and  then  again  returning 
to  the  Observantines,  in  a  man  already  aged, 
venerated  in  his  order  and  throughout  Spain, 
would  seem  to  one  who  considers  the  case,  a  most 
arduous  undertaking,  if  not  morally  impossible, 
both  on  the  side  of  superiors  who  had  to  concur 
in  the  arrangement,  as  well  as  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered  by  the  holy  man  himself ;  how- 
ever, as  he  knew  it  to  be  the  will  of  God,  he 
obeyed,  and  superiors  quietly  acquiesced. 

Omitting  many  details,  we  will  mention  one 
which  is  pleasing  and  most  remarkable.  Don 
Francis,  Duke  of  Arragon,  died  suddenly  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  at  Segorbe.  Donna  Angela  di 
Cardona,  his  wife,  abandoned  herself  to  the  most 
violent  grief ;  she  remained  in  the  episcopal  palace 
where  her  husband  died,  and  shut  herself  up  in  a 
room,  having  a  small  opening  made  in  the  door 
through  which  she  could  receive  those  things  which 
were  absolutely  necessary ;  she  saw  no  one,  and 
would  not  so  much  as  admit  a  maid-servant  into  her 
room  to  perform  the  most  menial  services.  Such 
strange  proceedings  gave  rise  to  serious  fears  as 
to  the  consequences.  The  bishop  of  Segorbe  and 
many  other  illustrious  personages  had  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  persuade  her  to  change  her  conduct. 
The  Duchess  had  spent  two  months  in  this  lugu- 
brious imprisonment,  when  Blessed  Nicholas  ar- 
rived at  the  convent  of  his  order  in  Segorbe. 
Hearing  of  Donna  Angela's  deplorable  condition, 
he  placed  his  whole  confidence  in  God,  repaired  to 
the  episcopal  palace,  and  asked  to  see  the  Duchess. 
He  was  told  this  was  impossible,  but  with  a  freedom 
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more  than  human,  he  said  that  he  must  absolutely 
speak  to  the  Duchess,  and  accordingly  proceeded 
to  the  room  in  which  she  was  shut  up :  he  was 
introduced,  whereupon,  with  a  grave  smile,  he 
thus  accosted  her :  "  My  lady  Duchess,  this  is  not 
right ;  your  grief  is  excessive  and  unreasonable ; 
it  hehoves  you  to  moderate  it;  I  am  come  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  to  withdraw  you  from  this 
prison."  He  then  seated  himself,  and  spoke  to 
her  with  so  much  force  and  unction,  that  the 
Duchess  was  cheered.  She  followed  the  counsels 
of  the  blessed  man ;  resigued  herself  humbly  to 
the  divine  dispensation,  and  resumed  an  exem- 
plary mode  of  life  befitting  her  exalted  rank,  and 
creditable  to  her  good  sense. 


CHAPTER  III. 

HIS  HEROIC  LOVE  OF  GOD. 

Christian  perfection  and  sanctity  consist  in 
divine  charity ;  and  a  Christian  is  a  great  saint 
before  God,  in  proportion  as  his  love  for  God  is 
great.  Blessed  Nicholas  never  lost  the  habit  of 
charity  infused  into  him  by  God  at  his  baptism. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  his  confessors,  he 
never  lost  it  by  grievous  actual  sin,  and  grievous 
sin  is  the  only  thing  which  can  deprive  us  of  it. 

He  ever  had  the  greatest  horror  of  mortal  sin, 
and  of  all  the  miseries  to  which  poor  human  life 
is  liable ;  the  most  sensible  and  dreadful  to  him 
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was  the  commission  of  any  mortal  sin.  He  con- 
tinually  protested  that  he  would  rather  die  a 
thousand  deaths  than  commit  one  mortal  sin ; 
continually  did  he  beseech  people,  with  most  hum- 
ble  fear,  to  pray  that  God  would  let  him  die 
rather  than  fall  into  sin.  He  made  a  great  friend 
of  his,  a  very  holy  Carthusian,  promise  to  offer 
this  petition  for  him  to  God  every  day  in  his 
mass ;  the  good  monk  made  the  promise,  and  kept 
it.  From  the  beginning  of  his  noviciate  he  exer- 
cised himself  in  most  fervent  acts  of  divine  love 
in  everything  he  did.  In  familiar  conversation 
with  his  companions,  he  seemed  unable  to  speak 
of  anything  else  than  the  love  of  God  ;  nor  could 
he  drag  himself  away  from  such  of  the  more  pious 
religious  when  they  began  to  talk  upon  the  love 
of  God.  In  all  his  sermons  he  spoke  of  divine 
love,  enkindling  it  in  all  hearts.  In  the  confes- 
sional he  always  recommended  his  penitents  to 
the  practice  of  divine  love.  His  heroic  love  of 
God  was  so  universally  known  in  Spain,  that  it 
was  ^generally  asserted  that  S.  Lewis  Bertrand 
and  Blessed  Nicholas  were  two  of  the  greatest 
saints  then  living  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  that  our  Lord  guided  S.  Lewis  by  the  more 
firm  and  trying  road  of  holy  fear,  and  Blessed 
Nicholas  by  the  more  cheerful  and  more  pleasant 
path  of  holy  love. 

From  this  continual  exercise  of  divine  charity, 
he  at  length  arrived  so  far  as  to  live  on  pure 
love,  that  is  to  say,  all  his  thoughts,  all  his 
affections,  whatever  he  did,  either  interiorly  or 
exteriorly,  was  all  one  continued  act  of  charity  ; 
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everything  was  an  act  of  divine  love.  As  we  have 
already  remarked  in  the  first  book,  nothing  di- 
verted his  mind  from  the  thought  of  God,  or  from 
loving  Him  ;  and  the  more  he  felt  himself  excited 
to  divine  love  in  labouring  exteriorly  for  the  good 
of  his  neighbour,  so  much  the  greater  was  his 
recollection  of  mind,  and  so  much  the  more  fer- 
vent was  his  prayer. 

How  perfect  and  intense  this  divine  charity  was 
in  him,  was  visibly  demonstrated  by  many  signs, 
especially  by  his  inflamed  and  beaming  counte- 
nance, which  sometimes  made  him  look  less  like 
a  man  than  a  seraph.  I  will  conclude  this  chap- 
ter with  a  circumstance  connected  with  his  love 
of  God,  which  seems  to  me  peculiar  to  Blessed 
Nicholas.  Frequently,  even  in  the  depth  of  win- 
ter, he  was  unable  to  bear  the  burning  ardours 
of  divine  charity  which  pervaded  his  whole  frame ; 
and  would  go  and  plunge  himself  in  cold  and 
even  frozen  water  ;  contact  with  this  ardent  seraph 
made  all  the  water  of  the  pond  into  which  he 
threw  himself  not  only  warm  and  steaming,  but 
even  bubbling,  as  was  declared  in  the  processes, 
by  several  trustworthy  witnesses. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HIS  LOVE  OF  JESUS  IN  THE  BLESSED  SACRAMENT 
OF  THE  ALTAR. 

If  Blessed  Nicholas  continually  saw  and  loved 
God  in  everything,  we  may  easily  conceive  what 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


463 


would  be  his  feeling  towards  the  Blessed  Sacra- 
ment, in  which,  by  a  miracle  of  omnipotence  and 
divine  charity,  God,  made  man  for  love  of  us, 
dwells  constantly  amongst  us.  The  reverence 
and  attention  which  Blessed  Nicholas  showed  when 
in  presence  of  the  adorable  sacrament  were  most 
perfect  ;  and  whenever  he  could,  he  spent  many 
hours  consecutively  before  Jesus  in  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  engaged  in  making  most  perfect  acts 
of  divine  charity.  He  never  omitted  saying  mass 
even  when  he  was  ill  and  suffering  from  in- 
termitting fever. 

By  way  of  preparation  for  mass,  he  recited  the 
seven  penitential  psalms  together  with  the  prayers, 
and  then  took  a  severe  discipline,  often  to  blood ;  it 
happened  more  than  once  that  the  religious,  moved 
to  compassion,  on  hearing  him  inflict  such  heavy 
blows  on  his  innocent  person,  would  go  and  knock 
at  his  door  under  pretext  of  asking  some  question, 
but  in  reality  for  the  sake  of  putting  an  end  to 
his  self-torture.  He  celebrated  mass  with  such 
fervour  as  to  excite  devotion  in  all  who  assisted 
at  it:  often  did  he  see  Jesus  in  the  form  of  an 
infant  in  the  consecrated  Host;  and  generally 
speaking,  when  he  handled  the  consecrated  Host 
his  fingers  did  not  feel  the  proper  eucharistic  spe- 
cies, but  the  softest  and  most  delicate  human 
flesh,  it  was  on  this  account  that  he  used  to  pre- 
sent his  fore  finger  and  thumb,  which  touched  the 
host,  to  those  who  wished  to  kiss  his  hand,  saying : 
u  Kiss  those  fingers  with  great  respect,  for  they  are 
sanctified  by  real  contact  with  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord 
and  Sovereign  Good."   He  thus  satisfied  his  hu- 
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mility  and  his  love  for  Jesus  in  the  Blessed  Sa- 
crament at  one  and  the  same  time.  He  several 
times  acknowledged  to  persons  of  authority  and 
piety,  that  every  morning  during  mass,  our  Lord 
filled  his  soul  with  new  and  special  gifts,  and  that 
if  he  were  to  write  down  those  only  which  he  re- 
membered, he  could  fill  several  large  volumes. 
Every  year  during  the  octave  of  Corpus  Christi 
he  seemed  as  it  were  inebriated,  and  out  of  him- 
self, through  excess  of  love,  a  love  which  seemed 
to  compel  him  to  some  exterior  acts,  which,  ac 
cording  to  human  rules,  would  appear  unrea- 
sonable or  indecorus.  Sometimes  when  he  was 
before  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  either  on  the  feast 
of  Corpus  Christi  or  during  the  octave,  he  would 
begin  to  dance  with  vivacity  and  joy,  and  with 
a  thrill  of  devotion  :  whilst  in  this  sort  of  ecstasy 
he  would  take  others  by  the  hand,  saying,  "  Come, 
come,  dear  brother,  let  us  exult  and  rejoice ;  let  us 
dance  before  the  Lord!"  and  he  made  them 
dance  with  him ,  when  they  experienced  tender 
feelings  of  devotion  all  the  time.  One  of  his  reli- 
gious brethren,  a  grave  man,  seeing  him  thus 
dance  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  reproved 
him  ;  but  he,  quite  out  of  himself  with  joy  and 
delight,  said,  "  Before  that  God  who  is  so  bountiful 
to  me,  I  willingly  abase  myself,  and  will  always 
abase  myself  more  and  more:"  then  taking  the 
religious  by  the  hand,  he  said  to  him,  "  My  very 
dear  brother,  our  only  Good  likes  us  to  be  joyful 
in  Him  and  for  Him  ;  He,  moreover,  is  pleased  with 
this  pious  chorus,  which  acts  in  His  honour,"  say- 
ing this  he  compelled  him  to  dance  with  him,  and 
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whilst  he  was  doing  so,  he  felt  his  heart  strongly 
moved  to  devotion  and  love  towards  Jesus  in  the 
Eucharist,  so  that  he  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
own  that  Blessed  Nicholas  was  impelled  by  the 
Divine  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  of  perfect  charity 
when  he  performed  these  marvellous  dances. 

God  was  pleased  to  approve  by  evident  miracles, 
both  the  heroic  perfection  of  our  saint's  love  for 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  and  the  extraordinary  acts 
which  it  sometimes  gave  rise  to.  We  may  say 
that  for  several  years  he  never  celebrated  mass 
without  an  ecstasy  ;  for  several  years  he  scarcely 
ever  knelt  down  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament, 
or  spoke  of  it,  either  in  public  or  in  private,  with- 
out falling  into  an  ecstasy,  and  being  wholly 
alienated  from  all  sensible  things,  and  this  some- 
times for  several  hours. 

In  a  procession  at  Valencia,  Nicholas  was  carry- 
ing the  Blessed  Sacrament ;  all  at  once  a  flight  of 
birds  formed  a  crown  just  above  the  canopy,  sing- 
ing most  melodiously,  and  steadily  accompany- 
ing the  procession,  their  warbling  notes  harmonis- 
ing beautifully  with  the  ecclesiastical  chant.  He 
was  afterwards  asked  what  birds  they  were }  he 
answered  with  a  smile,  that  they  were  angels, 
come  down  from  heaven  to  honour  their  Divine 
King. 

One  morning  as  he  was  giving  communion  t<o 
the  people,  the  sacred  particles  were  seen  to 
move,  and  as  it  were  to  dance  around  his  fingers, 
to  the  astonishment  and  compunction  of  all  who 
beheld  the  miracle. 

30 
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CHAPTER  V. 

HIS  HEROIC  LOVE  FOR  HIS  NEIGHBOUR,  ESPECIALLY 
THE  POOR. 

All  men  are  the  living  images  of  God  our 
divine  Father ;  whatever  act  of  charity  we  per- 
form for  any  one,  for  God's  sake,  becomes  an  act 
of  divine  charity.  Jesus  Christ  would  be  recog- 
nized by  us  chiefly  in  the  persons  of  the  poor ; 
therefore,  every  act  of  charity  done  to  the  poor, 
for  love  of  Him  is  accepted  by  Him  as  if  done  to 
Himself.  That  this  love  was  perfect  and  heroic 
in  Blessed  Nicholas,  was  shown  even  in  his  child- 
hood. 

He  usually  went  every  day  after  dinner  to  dis- 
tribute the  remnants  to  the  poor  at  the  door, 
availing  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  exhort  them 
to  patience,  to  say  their  prayers,  to  frequent  the 
•acraments,  &c ;  when  he  had  finished,  he  ar- 
ranged them  in  a  group,  and  kneeling  down, 
kissed  their  feet  with  great  respect.  He  obtained 
leave  of  his  superiors  to  beg  for  the  poor,  and  he 
took  great  delight  in  distributing  whatever  he 
received  amongst  those  who  had  recourse  to 
him. 

One  of  his  brothers,  a  doctor  of  law,  saw  him 
wearing  an  old  ragged  tunic  in  the  depth  of  win- 
ter, so  he  bought  him  a  new  coat  to  wear  under 
his  tunic,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  accept  it.  A 
few  days  after  he  met  a  poor  half-naked  beggar, 
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whom  he  took  aside,  and  taking  off  his  new  coat, 
he  put  it  on  the  beggar.  Another  time  he  met 
an  ill-clad  man,  all  shivering  with  cold ;  having 
nothing  else  to  give,  he  took  off  his  cloak,  and 
covered  him  with  that. 

Any  little  delicacy  sent  him  by  his  friends  was 
immediately  made  over  to  the  poor ;  in  fact,  it 
was  only  for  their  sake  that  he  ever  consented 
to  accept  anything. 

Regularly,  when  he  went  to  the  door  to  distri- 
bute the  alms  of  the  monastery,  he  instructed  the 
poor  in  the  Christian  doctrine,  often  examining 
them  in  many  things  necessary  to  be  known  ; 
explaining  the  principal  mysteries  and  maxims 
of  our  holy  faith,  and  then  dismissed  them, 
nourished  both  in  soul  and  body. 

Having  obtained  leave  of  his  superiors,  he  daily 
visited  the  hospitals,  serving  the  poor  sick  in  the 
meanest  offices.  He  washed  their  hands  and  feet, 
combed  their  heads,  shaved  those  who  wanted  it, 
cut  their  nails,  made  the  beds,  and  swept  the 
wards  ;  »he  comforted  all,  spoke  to  all,  served  all 
with  a  love  and  assiduity  that  could  scarcely  have 
been  surpassed  by  a  tender  mother  towards  a 
well-loved  child. 

Whilst  he  was  confessor  to  the  nuns,  his  dinner 
and  supper  generally  consisted  of  bread  and  water; 
everything  else  provided  for  him  by  the  nuns  was 
sent  to  the  sick  in  the  hospital.  He  served  those 
who  were  suffering  from  contagious  disorders 
with  even  greater  zeal ;  it  is  incredible  how 
anxious  he  was  that  they  should  want  for  nothing 
for  the  comfort  either  of  body  or  soul.    The  hos- 
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pital  of  S.  Lazarus  in  Valencia,  destined  for  leprous 
patients,  was  particularly  dear  to  Blessed  Nicholas, 
since  they  were  generally  shunned  on  account  of 
the  extremely  loathsome  and  infectious  nature  of 
their  malady  ;  he  devoted  himself  to  them,  washing 
them  from  head  to  foot,  refreshing  them  with 
odiferous  waters,  feeding  them,  and  cleansing  and 
making  their  beds,  he  undressed  them  and  pre- 
pared them  for  sleep,  and  then  kneeling  down,  he 
respectfully  kissed  them.  By  an  extraordinary 
impulse  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  sometimes  drank  a 
quantity  of  the  water  in  which  he  had  washed  the 
most  loathsome  of  the  lepers.  A  priest  who  once 
saw  him  do  this  in  the  hospital  at  Valencia,  said  to 
him,  "  Father  Nicholas,  you  are  tempting  God  by 
drinking  that  filth  ;  you  are  exposing  yourself  not 
only  to  the  leprosy,  but  to  death."  Blessed  Ni- 
cholas heaved  a  deep  sigh,and  answered:  "Ah, 
brother,  brother,  too  deeply  do  I  feel  the  leprosy 
of  my  sins,  and  this  water,  which  seems  so  disgust- 
ing to  you,  may  perhaps  wash  away  my  internal 
leprosy." 

Nor  was  his  charity  less  active  in  favour  of 
those  suffering  from  incurable  complaints ;  when- 
ever he  could  he  dressed  their  wounds  himself, 
and  provided  them  with  whatever  was  necessary 
for  them ;  he  often  licked  the  most  fetid  sores, 
and  sucked  out  all  the  putrid  matter,  after  which 
he  kissed  the  feet  of  the  poor  patients ;  when 
asked  why  he  did  so,  he  answered  that  he  kissed 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  precious  wounds  in  the  per- 
sons of  those  poor  miserable  objects. 

These  and   similar  acts  of  heroic  Christian 
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jforjp  charity  were  continually  exercised  by  Blessed 
dtt  Nicholas  towards  the  poor,  especially  in  the  hos- 
acc*  pitals.  He  strongly  yet  sweetly  urged  the  prac- 
,  oaii  tice  of  charity  in  his  sermons,  he  recommended  it 
D)ni  to  his  penitents  in  the  confessional,  and  it  entered 
j,ifi  into  all  his  conversation.  At  the  epoch  of  which 
jflnjsl  we  write,  visiting  the  poor  in  the  hospitals  was  by 
julf  no  means  a  general  practice,  but  Blessed  Nicholas, 
don*  his  example  and   persuasion,  revived  the 

5$  custom,  which  in  Spain  was  all  but  abandoned ; 
$  not  only  his  fellow  religious,  but  likewise  secu- 
$  lars  of  all  ranks  gave  themselves  with  great  fer- 
Li0  vour  to  the  service  of  the  sick  in  the  hospitals ; 
gi  the  most  illustrious  ladies  and  the  most  distin- 
^  guished  ecclesiastics  of  Spain,  were,  to  the  aston- 
jfngt  ishment  and  admiration  of  every  one,  to  be  seen 
{j         engaged  in  this  beautiful  act  of  mercy. 

Moreover,  he  prevailed  on  many,  to  practise 
tf  acts  of  the  most  heroic  charity  towards  the  poor. 
0  Several  remarkable  instances  are  recorded  in  the 
j  processes,  in  which  persons  of  the  highest  rank, 

nuns,  and  even  delicate  young  ladies,  have  publicly 
j  knelt  down  before  the  poor,  covered  with  sores  and 
j,  filth,  and  have  devoutly  kissed  their  feet.    I  will 

narrate  one  instance  only.  A  canon  of  the  cathe- 
dral of  Valencia  went  to  the  monastery  of  S. 
Francis,  where  Blessed  Nicholas  was  residing,  and 
asked  him  to  accompany  him  on  some  affair  con- 
nected with  the  glory  of  God.  As  they  were 
going  out  at  the  door,  the  canon  told  him  that  if 
they  chanced  to  meet  any  poor  man  covered  with 
sores,  he  particularly  requested  that  he  would  not 
kneel  down  to  kiss  his  feet,  as  was  his  general 
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custom,  because,  instead  of  this,  he  would  him* 
self  bestow  a  liberal  alms,  which  would  be  far 
more  serviceable  to  the  poor  man ;  having  made 
this  agreement,  they  set  out;  and,  as  it  so. hap- 
pened, met  no  beggars  on  the  road,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  cathedral,  they  found  a  poor  man  com- 
pletely covered  with  sores,  standing  at  the  door. 
No  sooner  did  Nicholas  spy  him  out,  than  he 
rushed  forward,  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  tenderly 
kissed  them,  and  began  to  lick  his  wounds.  The 
canon  was  horrified,  and  seizing  Blessed  Nicholas 
by  the  arm,  tried  to  raise  him,  saying  at  the  same 
time,  "  Father  Nicholas,  is  this  according  to  our 
agreement  ?"  With  a  beaming  countenance  the 
holy  man  replied,  "  Ah,  my  lord  canon,  this  poor 
creature  is  too  lively  a  representation  of  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ ;  of  Jesus  covered  with  wounds  for 
love  of  us  !  Say,  what  compact  could  keep  back 
a  Christian,  and  hinder  him  from  kissing  the  sweet 
wounds  of  our  divine  Redeemer?  Oh  what  a 
beautiful  act  of  Christian  generosity  it  would  be  on 
your  part,  sir,  if  you,  too,  would  kneel  down  with 
me,  and  kiss  our  loving  Lord  in  this  poor  member !" 
These  words  went  straight  to  the  heart  of  the 
noble  ecclesiastic,  who  immediately  knelt  down  at 
the  poor  man's  feet,  kissed  them  several  times, 
shedding  likewise  an  abundance  of  tears.  Nor  let 
it  appear  surprising  to  the  reader,  that  a  poor 
bumble  Franciscan  should  have  possessed  such  in- 
fluence over  the  first  nobles  of  Spain,  as  to  induce 
them  to  perform  such  extraordinary  acts  of  Chris- 
tian charity  towards  the  poor ;  for  our  Lord  was 
pleased  to  confirm  and  glorify  the  charity  of  His 
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ild  to  servant  on  this  account,  by  many  stupendous 
miracles.  During  many  years  he  regularly  fell 
igw*  into  an  ecstasy  before  all  the  people,  whenever  he 
soty  preached  on  the  subject  of  mercy  to  the  poor, 
iw*  The  same  thing  happened  whenever  he  performed 
d  m  any  of  the  before-named  works  of  charity  to  the 
8  k  poor,  either  in  the  hospitals  or  in  the  public  streets  ; 
liaik  several  of  these  miracles  are  detailed  in  the  pro- 
ity  cesses,  which,  not  being  of  daily  occurrence  (as 
ft  the  ecstasies  were)  were  more  likely  to  be  noticed 
cii  and  remembered.  One  day  he  went  privately  to 
! same  a  pious  person  well  known  to  him,  and  taking 
ioooi  seventy  pieces  of  gold  out  of  his  sleeve,  he  bade  him 
*  go  immediately  and  give  it  in  alms  among  the 
poor  poor.  The  person  was  astounded  at  finding  Nicho- 
lson las  in  possession  of  money,  especially  so  large  a 
s for '  sum  of  gold  ;  but  was  still  more  astonished  to 
bad )  find  on  examination,  that  this  money  was  of  much 
ftt!  finer  and  purer  metal  than  the  current  coin  of  the 
ti  day;  it  was  different  to  any  he  had  ever  seen, 
30j  nor  could  he  decypher  to  what  monarch  or  realm 
I  it  belonged.  Several  persons  examined  it,  and 
•!"  1  the  only  conclusion  they  could  come  to  was,  that 
U  the  money  was  evidently  miraculous, 
it  Once  as  he  was  travelling,  he  met  with  four 
%  poor  peasant  boys  cutting  wood  in  a  forest ;  as  soon 
t  as  they  saw  Blessed  Nicholas,  they  ran  to  him, 
it  '  told  him  they  were  starving,  and  begged  an  alms ; 

he  had  absolutely  nothing,  nor  was  there  any 

J  place  at  hand  where  bread  could  be  purchased,  even 
if  he  had  possessed  the  requisite  money ;  he  spoke 
to  them  most  kindly  and  encouragingly,  and  said, 
"  My  dear  little  angels,  our  good  God  takes  great 
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pleasure  in  jour  innocent  simplicity  ;  go  on  with 
your  work,  Almighty  God  will  soon  send  you  some 
bread."  He  went  off  to  a  little  distance  from  the 
children,  prostrated  himself  with  his  face  on  the 
ground,  and  prayed  with  many  tears,  that  our 
bountiful  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  provide  food 
for  these  innocent  little  ones.  He  prayed  thus  for 
an  hour,  then  raising  his  head,  he  saw  four  large 
and  exquisitely  white  loaves  at  his  side :  he  took 
them  up,  and  with  infinite  delight  gave  ooe  to 
each  of  the  four  children,  who  regaled  themselves 
to  their  hearts'  content,  and  had  moreover  a  large 
piece  of  bread  to  carry  home  with  them.  The 
circumstance  was  soon  noised  abroad,  numbers  of 
people  desired  to  see  and  taste  this  bread ;  they  all 
declared  they  had  never  seen  such  beautiful  bread, 
or  tasted  anything  so  exquisite. 

A  rich  friend  of  his,  a  pious  man,  gave  him 
a  quantity  of  fine  preserve,  which  he  gave  in 
charge  to  another  person,  saying  that  he  intended 
to  make  a  present  of  it  to  a  gentleman  of  rank, 
who  was  very  generous  to  him  on  occasions  when 
he  needed  alms  for  the  glory  of  God.  Soon  after- 
wards, as  he  was  celebrating  mass,  holding  the 
sacred  host  in  his  hands  after  the  consecration,  he 
distinctly  heard  our  Lord  say  these  words :  "  Why 
dost  thou  leave  Me  for  creatures  ?"  Nicholas  was 
petrified ;  yet  in  no  way  could  he  explain  to  him. 
self  the  meaning  of  these  words,  nor  could  he 
guess  what  particular  defect  it  was  for  which  our 
Lord  thus  reproached  him.  He  fasted  rigorously 
the  whole  day,  which  he  spent  in  prayer  and  tears, 
beseeching  the  Lord  to  make  known  His  will,  and 
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th8  fault  which  he  had  committed.  The  next 
morning  at  mass,  after  the  consecration,  our  Lord 
clearly  revealed  to  him  that  the  poor  are  the  most 
noble  personages  in  His  sight,  and  those  expensive 
preserves  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  grandees  of 
this  world,  but  to  Him  in  the  persons  of  the  poor. 
Humbled  and  grieved  beyond  measure,  he  wept 
over  this  as  a  most  enormous  sin  ;  and  gave  direc- 
tions to  the  person  who  had  charge  of  the  pre- 
serves to  distribute  them  at  once  amongst  the 
poor  in  the  hospital.  He  then  went  to  his  friend, 
and  with  many  tears  told  him  what  had  happened, 
fell  at  his  feet,  and  begged  pardon  for  the  enor- 
mous scandal  he  had  given. 

A  lady  in  Valencia  gave  a  delicious  tart  to  his 
companion,  telling  him  to  see  that  Blessed  Nic- 
holas ate  it.  On  quitting  the  lady's  house,  he 
went  direct  to  the  hospital  of  S.  Lazarus :  after 
cleansing  the  lepers  as  usual,  they  sat  down  to 
table,  and  he  desired  his  companion  to  produce  the 
tart;  he  begun  to  divide  it,  but  in  such  large 
portions,  that  his  companion  saw  there  would  not 
be  more  than  enough  for  three,  whereas  there 
were  nine  patients.  Nicholas  went  on  cutting, 
and  cut  up  nine  portions,  all  as  large  as  the  first ; 
whereupon  his  companion  and  the  patients  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  Almighty  God  had 
miraculously  multiplied  the  tart  in  his  hands. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HIS  CHARITY  FOR  THE  SPIRITUAL  WELFARE  OF  HIS 
NEIGHBOUR. 

The  salvation  and  spiritual  welfare  of  his  neigh- 
bour were  the  chief  objects  of  Blessed  Nicholas's 
heroic  charity  ;  all  his  acts  of  corporal  mercy  to 
the  poor,  the  sick,  and  every  sort  of  person,  were 
directed  by  him  to  their  sanctification.  His  alms 
and  his  services  in  the  hospitals  were  always 
accompanied  by  some  spiritual  exhortation,  or 
some  efficacious  admonition,  suited  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  each  individual.  And  he  did  this  so 
naturally  and  affably,  that  persons  of  little  or  no 
piety,  as  well  as  persons  of  high  rank,  could 
listen  to  him  with  pleasure,  and  as,  generally 
speaking,  they  stood  most  in  need  of  his  holy 
admonitions,  so  likewise  did  they  profit  most  by 
them.  His  amiable  piety  won  many,  especially 
noble  ladies,  from  a  too  worldly  and  even  scanda- 
lous life,  to  a  life  of  piety  and  edification  ;  in  this 
respect  Blessed  Nicholas  was  favoured  with  pecu- 
liar tact  and  talent. 

When  serving  the  sick  in  the  hospitals,  he 
always  touched  upon  that  point  of  spirituality 
best  suited  to  each  individual ;  he  would  read 
some  spiritual  book  when  they  were  all  assembled 
together,  and  generally  concluded  his  visit  with  a 
very  moving  sermon.    He  did  the  same  with  the 
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poor  whom  he  relieved  elsewhere.    Both  in  the 
church  and  in  the  hospitals  he  was  ever  ready  to 
hear  the  confessions  of  all  who  wished  it.  On  this 
subject  but  few  facts  have  reached  our  knowledge, 
the  secresy  of  the  sacrament  preventing  this ;  a 
B|B         little  has  been  said  in  the  first  book,  so  I  need 
merely  remark  here  that  it  was  notorious  through- 
out Spain  that  the  greater  number  of  Blessed 
bis s#         Nicholas's  penitents  were  most  exemplary  and 
0         persevering  in  the  various  duties  of  their  state  of 
infltji         life.  Vast  numbers  of  young  people  of  both  sexes, 
1011,15         many  of  them  with  brilliant  worldly  prospects, 
Bijife         abandoned  all,  and  following  the  counsels  of  their 
jlnfi         saintly  director,  became  religious. 
ti,i  What  he  most  strongly  inculcated  in  the  con- 

s#  fessional  was  the  love  of  God  and  our  neighbour, 
iftg  and  that  the  most  easy  way  of  acquiring  this  two- 
i*i         fold  charity,  was  by  means  of  the  sacraments  of 

0  penance  and  communion.  Blessed  Nicholas  was 
tiil  one  of  the  first  who  in  Spain  endeavoured  to 
]i  revive  the  frequent  use  of  these  two  sacraments, 
tlj  His  penances,  which  were  most  severe,  his  pray- 
ijiji  ers,  which  were  incessant,  in  a  word,  all  his 

1  actions  had  for  their  object  the  conversion  of 
ft  infidels  and  sinners,  the  sanctification  and  sal- 
%  vation  of  all  mankind,  and  we  may  say  that 

from  his  childhood   til]   his  death  he  did  as 
\  perfectly  as  he  could  whatever  he  thought  could 

i  conduce  to  the  spiritual  good  of  his  neighbour ; 

he  dreaded  no  toil,  no  danger,  even  loss  of  life, 

when  this  was  in  question. 

When  any  one  recommended  himself  to  his 

prayers,  he  always  added  a  severe  discipline,  even 
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to  blood,  to  his  regular  daily  discipline,  and  be 
did  the  same  whenever  he  heard  of  any  public 
scandal,  or  that  any  person  was  in  danger  of  fall- 
ing into  mortal  sin. 

An  acquaintance  explained  two  circumstances 
to  him,  connected  with  the  state  of  his  soul,  and 
the  great  fear  he  was  in  lest  he  should  grievously 
offend  God,  and  lose  his  soul  for  eternity,  at  tbe 
same  time  requesting  Blessed  Nicholas  to  assist 
him  with  his  prayers.  The  holy  man  promised  tbis, 
and  for  some  years,  in  addition  to  his  regular 
discipline,  he  daily  took  an  extra  one,  even  to  blood, 
for  this  said  person,  earnestly  praying  that  the 
grace  of  God  might  preserve  him  from  all  evil. 

On  many  occasions  our  Lord  was  pleased  to 
glorify  his  heroic  charity  by  evident  miracles. 
He  left  his  convent  one  day,  and  on  reaching 
the  great  square  in  Valencia,  he  suddenly 
stopped,  and  said  to  his  companion,  "Let  us 
go  back and  he  ran  with  amazing  haste  to  the 
house  of  a  poor  woman,  and  anxiously  asked  to 
speak  to  her  at  the  door ;  the  woman  made  her 
appearance  in  a  state  of  great  agitation ;  he 
spoke  very  kindly  to  her  on  the  necessity  of 
Christian  patience,  and  on  the  example  given  us 
thereon  by  our  Divine  Saviour  during  His  whole 
life  on  earth,  and  more  especially  during  His 
Passion.  He  then  went  on  to  comfort  her  under 
her  own  trials,  caused  by  her  husband,  a  tyrani- 
cal  inhuman  monster ;  telling  her  that  these 
trials,  if  well  borne,  would  purchase  heaven  for 
her,  whereas  a  want  of  humble  resignation  to  the 
divine  will,  and  of  confidence  in  the  help  of  God> 
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would  only  redouble  her  troubles  here,  and  cause 
her  to  pass  from  them  to  eternal  torments  hereafter. 
The  holy  man  spoke  in  a  manner  which  convinced 
the  poor  woman  that  her  actual  state  of  desperation 
had  been  made  known  to  him  by  revelation.  She 
fell  down  at  his  feet  in  a  flood  of  tears,  and  owned 
publicly,  that  feeling  unable  any  longer  to  bear 
the  cruelties  of  her  husband,  she  had  fastened  a 
noose  to  one  of  the  house  beams,  and  was  actually 
up  stairs  about  to  hang  herself,  and  had  tied 
the  rope  round  her  neck,  when  a  voice  which 
must  have  proceeded  from  the  devil,  said  to  her, 
"Be  quick,  for  Father  Nicholas  is  coming ;  God 
has  revealed  thy  desperation  to  him and  at 
that  very  moment  she  was  called  down  to  the 
door.  The  saint  comforted  and  encouraged  her, 
and  reconciled  her  to  God ;  from  that  time  she 
became  a  model  of  patience  and  humble  resig- 
nation. 

Whilst  he  was  living  at  the  monastery  of  S. 
Maria  di  Gesu  at  Valencia,  he  unexpectedly  left  his 
cell  one  night,  and  hurried  towards  the  porter's 
room  ;  one  of  the  religious  tried  to  stop  him,  but 
he,  in  a  state  of  ecstasy,  bade  him  not  detain 
him ;  on  reaching  the  door,  he  bade  the  porter, 
in  a  voice  more  than  human,  to  open  the  door 
instantly;  the  brother  obeyed,  and  the  whole 
house  was  in  astonishment  at  so  unusual  a  pro- 
ceeding, especially  as  he  had  rushed  out  of  the 
house  without  going  to  receive  the  superior's 
blessing.  He,  however,  pursued  his  way,  and 
ran  on  till  he  came  to  a  field,  where  he  found  a 
man  fastening  a  rope  to  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
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intending  to  commit  suicide.  Nicholas  untied 
the  rope,  consoled  the  man,  and  took  him  back 
with  him  to  the  monastery,  where  he  was  kept 
for  a  few  days.  He  made  his  confession  to  Blessed 
Nicholas,  and  went  away  quite  composed  and 
happy,  and  fully  sensible  of  the  enormity  of  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  so  nearly  rendering  him- 
self guilty. 

As  he  was  once  going  to  preach  a  sermon,  on 
reaching  the  bridge  of  S.  Andrew  in  Valencia, 
he  rather  slackened  his  pace,  moved  to  a  little 
distance  from  his  companion,  and  began  to  speak 
to  a  man  who  met  them  ;  after  he  had  spoken  a  few 
words,  he  .raised  the  man's  cloak  and  drew  out 
a  dagger,  concealed  under  his  arm  ;  hereupon  the 
poor  creature  burst  into  tears,  and  fell  on  his  knees 
at  the  father's  feet ;  a  crowd  gathered  round 
them,  eager  to  know  what  was  going  on.  The 
poor  man,  in  a  fit  of  despair,  was  going  off  .  to  kill 
himself,  and  Blessed  Nicholas,  apprized  of  it  by 
revelation,  stopped  him,  as  we  have  narrated ;  he 
raised  him  from  the  ground,  comforted  him,  filled 
him  with  tender  confidence  in  the  infinite  good- 
ness of  God,  and  left  him  sincerely  penitent,  and 
determined  to  enter  upon  a  Christian  course  of 
life,  as  in  fact  he  did. 

At  the  time  our  saint  was  living  with  the 
Capuchins  in  the  monastery  called  Monte  Cal- 
vario,  beyond  the  walls  of  Barcelona,  he  sud- 
denly went  to  the  father-guardian  one  night,  and 
asked  permission  for  himself  and  a  companion  to 
go  into  the  city.  The  superior  answered  that 
they  could  not  go  out  during  the  night,  but 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE, 


479 


Blessed  Nicholas  told  him  he  had  an  order  from 
God  to  go  out  there  and  then,  on  an  affair  of  im- 
portance and  necessity.  The  guardian,  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  Nicholas's  sanctity,  appointed 
a  companion,  and  ordered  the  door  to  be  opened 
for  him.  Soon  after  he  met  a  cavalier  galloping 
along  on  a  mule.  Nicholas  sainted  him,  and  in- 
quired  where  he  was  going  at  that  hour,  and  in  such 
haste.  The  rider  answered  that  he  was  going  from 
his  country-house  to  Barcelona  on  business  of  im- 
portance, and  as  he  said  this,  he  spurred  his  mule. 
Nicholas  seized  the  bridle,  and  held  back  the 
animal  by  main  force.  The  cavalier,  in  a  pet, 
spurred  the  mule  again,  which  gave  an  impetuous 
start,  and  stepped  on  the  holy  man's  foot,  who 
nevertheless  held  the  bridle  firmly:  "Now,  Sir," 
said  he,  "  where  is  it  that  your  are  going  ?  are 
your  designs  those  of  a  Christian  cavalier  ?  And 
what  is  it  that  you  have  concealed  there  under 
your  arm?"  "I  am  astonished,"  said  the  gen- 
tleman, "that  you  speak  in  this  manner  to  such 
a  person  as  myself !  I  have  got  nothing  beneath 
my  arm."  "Yes,  yes,"  said  Blessed  Nicholas, 
with  a  smile,  "you  carry  an  evil  ornament  be- 
neath this  arm,"  and  loosening  his  coat  a  little, 
he  drew  forth  a  dagger ;  with  much  gentle  en- 
treaty be  induced  the  cavalier  to  dismount,  and 
return  with  him  to  the  monastery,  where  he 
owned  that  he  had  formed  the  desperate  resolu- 
tion of  stabbing  himself,  thus  to  put  an  end  to 
his  own  life.  He  made  his  confession,  and  in  a 
few  days  took  leave  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  full  of 
Christian  confidence  in  Divine  mercy,  and  of  sin- 
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cere  and  lasting  repentance.  The  holy  man  felt 
the  effects  of  the  mule  s  hoof  for  some  time,  his 
foot  having  been  rather  severely  wounded. 

Blessed  Nicholas  was  residing  at  the  monastery 
of  Escornalbou,  when  one  night  a  good  country- 
man, who  lived  at  some  distance  from  the  monas- 
tery, was  suddenly  awoke  by  a,  loud  knocking  at 
his  door,  and  by  hearing  himself  called  upon ;  he 
recognized  the  voice  as  Father  Nicholas's,  and 
hastened  to  admit  him:  "Father  Nicholas," 
said  he,  "whatever  brings  you  here  at  this 
hour,  and  on  such  a  windy  night,  too  ?"  Nicholas 
answered,  "Brother,  God  sends  me,  and  His 
angels  guide  me ;  I  am  going  to  rescue  a  despe- 
rate and  miserable  sinner  from  temporal  and  eter- 
nal death.  You  must  furnish  me  with  a  good 
courser,  and  a  sure  guide  to  go  with  me  as  far 
as  the  bridge  of  Vails.  The  worthy  farmer 
soon  saddled  a  famous  mule,  and  gave  him  a 
trusty  guide.  He  reached  the  said  bridge  by  day- 
light, and  dismounted.  A  traveller  almost  imme- 
diately crossed  the  bridge ;  Nicholas  advanced, 
raised  his  cloak,  and  drew  forth  a  dagger,  with 
which  the  wretched  man  was  actually  going  to 
commit  suicide ;  hereupon,  calling  his  guide,  he 
bade  him  return  home  with  his  mule,  as  he  in- 
tended  to  stay  with  the  poor  man ;  who,  comforted 
and  strengthened  by  the  salutary  suggestions  of 
Blessed  Nicholas,  sincerely  deplored  his  iniqui- 
ties ;  and  by  the  Divine  mercy  was  rescued  from 
a  double  death,  viz.,  of  soul  and  body.  In  the 
meantime,  a  religious  of  Escornalbou  called  at  the 
house  of  the  countryman  who  had  provided  the 
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JjMif  holy  man  with  the  mule  and  guide,  and  inquired 

oefc  whether  he  had  seen  anything  of  Father  Nicholas. 

M,  The  farmer  told  him  what  had  happened  the  night 

i  moaiSf  before,  and  what  he  had  heard  from  the  guide,  who, 

A0  had  returned.    The  religious  was  in  utter  aston- 

Sbstf  ishment  at  the  extraordinary  combination  of  cir- 

Docik'  cumstances,  for  he  assured  the  farmer  that  Blessed 

Dj»c;i  Nicholas  had  left  the  monastery  without  either 

ib\f  door  or  window  being  unclosed,  and  that  God 

0  must  have  assisted  him  miraculously,  to  enable 

.  jj  i  him  to  save  that  unfortunate  man, 
5* 

ml!  — 


0 


CHAPTER  VII. 

HIS  HEROIC  HUMILITY. 


lit  ' 

^  It  is  known  to  all,  that  after  long,  mature,  and 

rigid  investigation,  the  Sacred  Congregation  of 
,  ^  Rites,  confirmed  by  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  has  de- 
^  clared  that  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore  possessed  in 
j  a  heroic  degree,  not  only  the  theological,  but  like- 
wise the  cardinal  virtues,  and  such  others  as  are 
annexed  to  them.  In  a  compendium  like  this 
it  is  impossible  to  descant  on  the  many  acts  of 
virtue  juridically  attested  in  the  processes  ;  it  will 
suffice  therefore  to  select  those  in  which  our  Lord 
was  pleased  to  distinguish  the  spirit  of  Blessed 
Nicholas  in  the  most  special  manner.  We  will 
begin  with  his  humility,  since  this  is  justly  styled 
the  foundation  of  all  christian  virtues. 

His  humble  demeanour  in  his  very  childhood 
towards  poor  mendicants,  and  later  towards  hi3 
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novices,  is  good  evidence  of  the  degree  of  perfec- 
tion to  which  he  carried  this  virtue.  He  had  fre- 
quently on  his  lips,  and  still  more  frequently  in 
his  mind,  these  impressive  words :  "  Who  art  thou, 
O  God  !  and  who  am  I?"  Then  developing  the 
idea,  he  would  go  on  thus :  "  Thou,  0  God,  art 
what  Thou  art ;  and  I  am  dust,  ashes,  and  no- 
thingness." He  habitually  and  keenly  appre- 
hended the  greatness  of  God  as  far  as  a  creature 
having  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  can  possibly  do  so ; 
whilst  he  keenly,  habitually,  and  practically  appre- 
hended his  own  nothingness.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
Blessed  Nicholas  was  perfectly  humble  of  heart. 
No  one,  however,  can  duly  understand  and  appre- 
ciate the  above  question  and  answer,  as  applied  to 
himself  by  our  saint,  who  is  not  taught  by  divine 
wisdom ;  and  this  is  a  privilege  exclusively  re- 
served to  the  saints  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the 
perfect  possessors  of  Christian  humility,  and 
these,  in  comparison  with  the  imperfect,  will 
ever  form  a  very  small  minority. 

Descending,  however,  to  more  common  acts,  we 
may  observe  that  when  he  was  in  company  with 
the  other  religious,  either  in  the  choir,  refectory, 
chapter,  or  elsewhere,  he  felt  a  sort  of  inward 
dread,  looking  upon  himself  as  another  Judas  in 
the  midst  of  his  holy  brethren ;  he  sincerely  be- 
lieved himself  to  be  unworthy  to  wear  the  habit  of 
S.  Francis ;  and  that  he  was  the  dishonour  and 
opprobrium,  not  only  of  the  whole  order,  but  also  of 
the  whole  human  race. 

Although  he  was  considered  one  of  the  most 
learned,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  spiritual  men 
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in  Spain,  and  one  of  the  most  experienced  directors 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  he  would  always  and  en- 
tirely depend  on  his  superiors,  just  as  if  he  were 
a  young  inexperienced  novice.  Every  one  who 
was  distinguished  for  sanctity  and  learning  was 
consulted  by  Blessed  Nicholas  as  to  what  pen- 
ance  he  ought  to  perform  for  his  enormous  sins, 
and  to  secure  his  salvation.  Whilst  he  was  guar- 
dian at  the  Valle  di  Gesu,  he  heard  of  a  certain  holy 
man  exceedingly  well  versed  in  a  spiritual  life, 
who  was  living  about  fifty  miles  off.  He  imme- 
diately set  off,  barefoot,  to  consult  him;  with 
much  simplicity  he  disclosed  what  he  called  his 
malice  to  him,  and  listened  to  the  words  of  the 
good  religious  as  if  they  proceeded  from  the 
mouth  of  God,  continually  thanking  the  Lord 
for  enlightening  him  by  means  of  this  His  ser- 
vant. If  he  fell  into  any  defect,  or  what  he  con- 
sidered such,  he  publicly  accused  himself  of  it, 
that  he  might  be  the  more  contemned.  Whilst  he 
was  guardian,  he  had  five  young  religious  to  pre- 
sent to  the  bishop  for  ordination;  on  the  way 
they  met  with  some  poor  people,  when  turning  to 
his  young  religious,  he  said,  "Brothers,  these 
poor  are  the  representatives  of  Jesus  Christ ;  let 
us  humble  ourselves  before  Him  by  kissing  their 
feet they  did  so,  he  setting  them  the  example. 
Being  asked  to  give  a  sermon  iu  a  town  about  a 
league's  distance  from  Valencia,  when  he  and  sev- 
eral companions  went  to  take  a  walk  after  the  ser- 
mon, they  perceived  a  cross  at  a  little  distance, 
which  he  saluted,  and  encouraged  the  rest  to  do 
the  same,  and  to  keep  silence ;  after  a  brief  inter- 
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val  he  resumed  the  conversation  on  spiritual  sub- 
jects ;  one  of  his  companions,  wishing  to  test  his 
virtue,  whispered  in  his  ear :  "  You  recommend 
silence  to  others,  but  do  not  observe  it  yourself; 
you  deserve  a  good  penance."  The  saint  imme- 
diately knelt  down,  and  with  great  humility  and 
contrition  acknowledged  the  fault  he  had  com- 
mitted in  breaking  silence,  asked  pardon  for  the 
scandal  he  had  given,  and  begged  that  a  suitable 
penance  might  be  imposed  upon  him ;  they  were 
all  extremely  edified,  and  had  great  difficulty  in 
persuading  him  to  rise  from  the  ground. 

The  most  Reverend  Father  Francis  di  Zamora, 
General  of  our  order,  went  to  Valencia,  and 
being  convinced  of  Blessed  Nicholas's  merits  and 
of  his  aptitude  of  pen,  selected  him  for  his  secre- 
tary, a  post  of  high  importance.  Nicholas  was 
extremely  distressed  at  this  honourable  appoint- 
ment, he  so  exaggerated  his  incompetency  and 
demerits,  and  wept  so  bitterly,  that  the  Father 
General,  surprised  and  edified  by  his  wonderful 
humility,  (unwilling  to  afflict  him  too  much) 
accepted  his  excuses,  consoled  him,  and  bade  him 
continually  pray  to  God  for  himself  and  for  the 
whole  order. 

When  not  otherwise  occupied,  he  used  to  go  to 
the  kitchen,  and  ask  the  cook  to  employ  him  in 
the  vilest  offices ;  if  the  cook,  out  of  respect, 
begged  him  to  withdraw  from  the  kitchen,  a 
place  so  unsuited  for  one  of  his  worth,  he  would 
throw  himself  upon  his  kuees,  and  weeping,  en- 
treat him  not  to  speak  in  such  a  style,  assuring 
him  that  he  was  mistaken,  for  that  he  was  a  hypo- 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


485 


crite,  a  great  sinner,  and  so  at  last  he  gained  his 
point.  To  prevent  him  from  humbling  himself 
still  more,  the  cooks  would  employ  him  in  wash- 
ing the  stew-pans,  sweeping,  or  carrying  wood. 

As  he  was  once  walking  barefoot  and  bare- 
headed towards  the  city  of  Segorbe,  he  met  a 
gentleman  on  horseback,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  Father  and  his  exalted  virtue.  See- 
ing him  with  his  companion,  bathed  in  perspira- 
tion and  covered  with  dust,  he  dismounted,  and 
earnestly  entreated  him  for  the  love  of  God  to 
mount  his  horse,  and  so  spare  himself  a  little  of 
the  fatigue  to  which  he  exposed  himself ;  adding, 
that  it  was  too  bad  of  him  to  hazard  a  life  on 
which  the  spiritual  welfare  of  so  many  people  in 
Spain  depended.  Blessed  Nicholas  was  horrified 
at  these  words ;  he  threw  himself  flat  upon  his  back 
on  the  ground,  beseeching  the  gentleman  and  hig 
companion  to  beat  him  on  the  mouth,  because  he 
was  the  greatest  sinner  in  the  world  ;  the  gentle- 
man who  was  much  edified  by  his  humility,  was 
obliged  to  let  him  pursue  his  journey  bare-footed 
and  bare-headed,  as  the  only  means  of  inducing 
him  to  rise. 

A  person  who  had  a  great  regard  for  him 
happened  one  day  to  allude  to  something  done  by 
Nicholas,  to  the  advantage  and  edification  of 
many ;  seeing  that  his  remarks  were  displeasing 
to  the  holy  man,  cautious  and  moderate  as  they 
were,  he  adroitly  changed  his  style,  adding,  that 
God  alone  is  the  author  of  all  good,  and  that  to 
Him  alone  was  due  the  edification  and  spiritual 
profit  effected  by  Father  Fattore,  that  God  often 
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promotes  the  good  of  others  by  means  of  the 
wicked,  and  that  Father  Fattpre  might  be  one  of 
this  stamp;  indeed,  he  strongly  suspected, that 
instead  of  being  a  saint,  he  was,  in  fact,  a  hypocrite 
and  impostor,  but  that  the  Lord  knows  how  to 
turn  the  mistakes  and  scandals  of  sinners  into 
means  of  promoting  the  salvation  of  His  elect ; 
he  concluded  by  saying  that  he  wished  Father 
Nicholas  every  good,  but,  to  tell  him  sincerely  his 
opinion  of  him,  it  was  that  he  was  just  good  for 
nothing,  and  unworthy  of  the  bread  he  ate.  The 
holy  man  showed  himself  highly  pleased  with 
these  remarks,  and  was  more  cordial  than  ever 
with  his  worthy  friend ;  he  must  have  been  a  man 
of  great  good  sense,  who  could  with  such  innocent 
tact  cheat  so  great  a  saint.  It  seems  that 
Almighty  God  would  on  this  occasion  glorify  the 
humility  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  and  the  innocent 
fraud  of  his  friend,  since  during  the  conversation, 
which  must  have  been  pretty  long,  the  joy  of  the 
former  threw  him  into  an  ecstasy. 

Some  of  the  religious,  who  acted  as  his  com- 
panions, would  often  for  their  own  edification  and 
instruction,  dexterously  watch  his  words  and  ac- 
tions, on  purpose  to  be  able  to  reprove  him; 
the  reprehensions  were  feigned,  it  is  true,  but 
were  often  sufficiently  caustic  ;  nevertheless,  they 
were  always  gratefully  acknowledged,  and  the' 
faults  humbly  confessed,  with  the  usual  admission 
that  he  was  indeed  a  great  sinner,  who  did 
nothing  without  falling  into  some  considerable 
fault. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

HIS  HEROIC  MORTIFICATION. 

Whoever  knows,  by  divine  light,  his  own 
nothingness,  and  the  misery  and  malice  of  human 
nature,  depraved  by  original  sin,  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  have  a  holy  hatred  of  self,  or  fail  to 
contradict  the  natural  inclinations,  which  either 
are  vicious,  or  may  become  so,  unless  contin- 
ually curbed  by  the  mortification  of  Jesus  Christ. 
As  in  other  virtues,  so  likewise  was  Blessed 
Nicholas  perfect  in  this ;  if  we  wished  to  pick  out 
of  the  processes  some  difficulty  on  the  point  of  his 
virtues,  we  think  it  would  be  in  the  excess,  not  in 
any  defect  of  his  mortification,  only  that  we  know 
on  the  other  hand,  that  in  no  particular  act  did 
he  ever  yield  to  excess,  though  at  first  sight  it 
might  appear  as  if  he  had  done  so ;  he  was  moved 
by  a  special  impulse  of  the  Most  High,  whose 
omnipotence  has  no  limits.  For  fourteen  years 
he  went  bare-foot,  winter  and  summer ;  in  his 
latter  years,  by  the  advice  of  the  doctors,  his 
superiors  obliged  him  to  wear  sandals*  His 
usual  bed  was  a  bundle  of  vines,  with  a  log  of 
wood  or  a  stone  for  his  pillow ;  if  by  chance  he 
lay  down  on  a  bench  or  a  board,  he  used  to  think 
himself  too  luxuriously  lodged.  He  rose  every 
night  to  matins,  after  which  he  allowed  himself  no 
more  sleep,  remaining  in  the  choir,  generally  with 
his  arms  outstretched  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  contem- 
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plating  with  abundance  of  tender  tears,  his  dear 
Saviour  agonizing  on  a  cross  for  love  of  us.  He  dis- 
ciplined himself  for  some  hours  every  night ;  his 
discipline  was  not  only  heavy,  but  was  moreover 
furnished  with  sharp  iron  rowels.  He  used  in 
disciplining  himself  to  strike  from  head  to  foot, 
saying,  «■  It  is  written  of  our  Lord, '  From  the  sole 
of  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the  head  there  is  no 
health  in  him/  "  In  summer  and  winter  he  wore 
only  his  upper  tunic,  under  which  his  whole 
person  was  enveloped  in  very  rough  hair-cloth; 
besides  his  hair-shirt,  he  had  another  still  more 
painful,  which  he  reserved  for  the  vigils  of  the 
principal  festivals,  or  other  occasions  of  private 
devotion,  especially  when  he  had  any  very  particu- 
lar prayer  to  offer.  His  continual  disciplines 
and  his  hair-shirt  reduced  his  body  to  one  large 
wound ;  there  was  one  religious  whom  he  made 
his  confidant,  and  whom  he  used  to  ask  to  dress 
his  wounds,  when  absolutely  necessary,  taking 
care  always  to  bind  him  down  to"  strict  secrecy. 
Salt  and  vinegar  was  the  only  remedy  he  would 
ever  admit  of. 

Often  in  the  morning,  in  the  very  depth  of 
winter,  he  would  retire  to  the  convent  garden, 
where,  undressing  himself,  he  would  remain 
exposed  to  the  cold,  or  perhaps  plunge  into  a 
stagnant  frozen  pond,  and  there  stay  for  a  consi- 
derable time.  His  fasting  might  almost  be 
called  daily,  so  sparing  was  he  in  his  diet,  and 
this  even  at  the  table  of  distinguished  persons, 
who  often  wished  to  have  him  for  their  guest. 
In  Lent,  he  seldom  took  anything  but  bread  and 
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water,  and  that  not  until  evening.  At  certain 
periods  of  the  year,  he  fasted  for  many  days,  nor 
would  he  touch  his  small  allowance  of  bread  and 
water  before  sun-set.  Sometimes  he  passed  two 
or  three  days  without  taking  so  much  as  a  drop 
of  water.  He  had  almost  a  dread  of  those,  who, 
without  being  his  superiors,  would  in  charity 
strive  to  moderate  the  implacable  hatred  which  be 
bore  his  body. 

One  evening,  a  judge  of  the  royal  audience- 
chamber  went  out  for  a  walk  a  little  beyond 
Valencia,  and  met  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  seemed 
in  great  haste  and  anxiety,  to  whom  he  said, 
"  Where  are  you  going  ?  or  rather,  where  are  you 
flying  in  so  much  haste  ?"  Nicholas,  half  smiling 
and  half  frowning,  answered:  "Flying?  yes,  I 
am  flying  from  the  city  of  Segorbe,  and  with 
good  reason;  the  people  there  in  cruel  charity 
strove  to  render  me  an  enemy  to  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  I,  to  avoid  this  irreparable  misfortune, 
am  flying  away/' 

Once,  in  a  tolerably  severe  winter,  as  he  was 
going  from  Valencia  to  Albayda,  to  preach,  he 
was  overtaken  by  a  heavy  rain,  and  was  tho- 
roughly drenched  by  the  time  he  reached  Al- 
gemese.  A  compassionate  acquaintance  there, 
seeing  him  bathed  in  perspiration,  and  his  cloak 
and  tunic  dripping  wet,  prevailed  on  the  holy 
man,  though  not  without  much  entreaty,  to  take 
off  his  religious  habit  and  put  on  a  secular  dress, 
until  his  own  could  be  dried  at  the  fire.  Scarcely 
had  his  clothes  begun  to  steam  before  a  blazing  fire 
than  Nicholas  cried  out  for  his  habit,  saying  that 
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the  secular  dress  confined  and  almost  choaked 
him  ;  he  was  so  urgeut,  that  his  friend,  unwilling 
to  distress  him,  brought  hack  his  dripping  tunic, 
which  he  put  on  again  witli  infinite  delight ;  and 
after  spending  the  night  with  it  all  hut  freezing 
on  his  back,  he  pursued  his  journey  the  next 
morning.  Such  great  and  incessant  mortifica- 
tions would  seem  excessive  to  some  persons; 
human  strength  could  certainly  not  endure  them. 
He  has  been  asked  more  than  once  in  confidence, 
whether  he  had  no  scruples  on  account  of  them. 
To  this  question  he  invariably  answered,  that  our 
Lord  had  favoured  him  by  giving  him  a  body  so 
constituted,  that  the  more  he  punished  it,  the 
more  vigorous  it  became.  Facts  proved  the  truth 
of  this,  and  facts  convinced  superiors  that  God 
required  these  extraordinary  rigours  of  him ;  that 
they  in  no  degree  prejudiced  his  health,  and  being 
convinced  of  this,  they  consented  to  them. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

TRIALS  OCCASIONED  BY  THE  DEVIL. 

Almighty  God,  who  by  means  of  heroic  morti- 
fication, a  mortification  far  beyond  the  ordinary 
powers  of  human  nature,  would  have  Blessed 
Nicholas  conformed  to  the  image  of  His  Divine 
Son  crucified  for  love  of  us ;  would,  in  addition 
to  his  habitual  rigours,  permit  the  devil  to  afflict 
and  torment  him  in  several  ways,  and  for  a  consi- 
derable time. 
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One  night,  as  a  worthy  religious  remained  in 
the  choir  after  matins  to  pray,  Blessed  Nicholas, 
who,  as  usual,  did  not  return  to  his  cell,  retired 
to  a  side  chapel  to  continue  his  devotions ;  all 
the  others  were  gone,  and  profound  silence  reigned 
throughout  the  church,  when,  all  at  ouce,  the 
religious  who  was  in  the  choir,  heard  a-  great 
noise  as  of  persons  struggling  violently.  The 
contest  was  long,  and  sometimes  noisy ;  at  last, 
he  heard  Blessed  Nicholas  exclaim,  in  an  anxious 
tone,  "Vile  houud,  dost  thou  think  to  strangle 
me  ?  I  do  not  fear  thee  at  all  I  My  Sa- 
viour fights  for  me,  and  triumphs  in  me ;  thou 
canst  at  most  but  afflict  this  poor  body,  so  far  as 
Jesus  permits  ;  but  even  iu  this  thou  defeatest 
thyself,  since  the  vices  of  my  flesh  are  the  best 
weapons  which  thou  couldst  use  against  my 
soul!" 

Another  night,  as  he  was  praying  in  the  same 
church  after  matins,  the  devil  in  most  frightful 
form  appeared  to  him,  seized  him  by  the  throat, 
tried  to  strangle  him,  and  beat  him  unmercifully 
for  a  long  time,  so  as  almost  to  kill  him ;  after 
suffering  thus  grievously,  our  Divine  Saviour  ap- 
peared, when  the  prince  of  darkness  immediately 
vanished.  Our  Lord  said  a  few  words  to  him 
witli  much  affection,  and  they  sufficed  to  fill  his 
soul  with  ineffable  delight,  and  to  comfort  and 
invigorate  his  whole  person. 

Another  night,  in  the  church  of  the  Valle  di 
Gesu,  as  he  was  in  prayer  before  matins,  two 
frightful  Moors  made  their  appearance;  they 
were  of  such  gigantic  stature  as  to  touch  the  roof 
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of  the  church  with  their  heads  ;  they  were  bent 
on  taking  awaj  his  life,  and  seizing  him  by  the 
throat,  compressed  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
his  tongue  protrude,  at  the  same  time  they  insulted 
him,  saying,  ie  We  have  thee  now  completely  in 
our  power,  Brother  Nicholas  ;  free  thyself,  if  thou 
canst ;  call  on  God,  in  whom  thou  so  much  trust- 
est,  if  thou  canst.  He  has  abandoned  thee  now, 
and  this  time,  at  least,  we  are  determined  to  kill 
thee."  They  tortured  him  in  this  manner  for  an 
hour ;  he  incessantly  invoking  God  in  his  heart, 
and  claiming  the  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary.  At  the  first  sound  of  the  bell  for  matins 
the  two  infernal  monsters  disappeared.  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  exceedingly  weakened  in  body,  but 
his  soul  was  full  of  fervour  and  invincible  courage, 
which  made  him  feel  confident  of  divine  assis- 
tance in  all  his  struggles,  and  that  he  should 
always  be  victorious  in  them,  to  the  greater 
glory  of  God,  and  to  his  own  greater  merit  for 
the  life  to  come. 

Whilst  he  was  confessor  to  the  nuns,  he  used 
often  to  see  a  great  number  of  devils,  sometimes 
like  a  troop  of  monkeys,  or  in  some  other  ex- 
travagant forms,  whose  object  it  was  to  assail  the 
virtue  of  these  virgins  of  the  Lord.  His  zeal  for 
the  spiritual  welfare  and  perfection  of  these  be- 
loved spouses  of  Jesus  Christ,  made  him  exceed- 
ingly distressed  on  these  occasions,  his  heart  being 
more  anxious  lest  some  offence  should  be  com- 
mitted, than  at  the  assaults  directed  against  him- 
self. But  generally  speaking,  his  anguish  on  this 
score  was  relieved  by  our  Lord,  who  gave  him 
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tbe  consolation  of  seeing  the  affectionate  care 
with  which  He  watched  over  these  His  spouses, 
who,  a  little  later,  were  to  receive  brilliant  crowns 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  for  all  the  trials  and 
assaults  to  which  they  were  subjected  by  the 
devil  who  tempted  their  fidelity. 

One  night  as  he  was  praying  in  the  church  for 
his  nuns,  an  immense  army  of  devils  appeared,  in 
all  sorts  of  horrible  and  fantastic  forms,  and  they 
beat  him  unmercifully ;  he  did  nothing  but  re- 
commend himself  and  his  nuns  to  the  protection 
of  the  Queen  of  heaven  ;  and  when  the  dreadful 
apparition  was  over,  he  dragged  his  bruised  body 
to  his  poor  cell.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  an  im- 
mense light,  the  most  holy  mother  of  God  ap- 
peared to  him,  consoled  him,  and  assured  him 
that  she  would  assist  him  in  all  his  conflicts ;  she 
then  left  him,  overflowing  with  a  delight  which 
must  be  experienced  to  be  understood. 

Omitting  many  similar  incidents,  I  will  con- 
clude this  chapter  with  a  narrative  which  Blessed 
Nicholas  himself  gave  in  confidence  to  a  brother- 
religious.  The  latter  applied  to  the  saint  for 
advice,  and  with  humble  sincerity  disclosed  the 
troublesome  temptation  to  which  he  was  subjected 
by  the  devil ;  Nicholas  consoled  him  with  great 
sweetness,  and  suggested  all  that  such  a  skilful 
spiritual  master  could  and  ought  to  suggest. 
To  strengthen  him  in  the  hope  of  conquering 
with  the  help  of  divine  grace,  and  of  at  last 
securing  peace  and  consolation  even  in  this 
world,  he  related  what  had  happened  to  himself: 
"In  my  youth,"  said  he,  "the  devils  tormented 
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me  very  much ;  sometimes  they  appeared  in 
strange  forms,  sometimes  ridiculous,  sometimes 
terrific  ;  I  used  to  see  them  round  me  as  vipers,  or 
cats,  or  mastiffs ;  sometimes  in  the  form  of  lions 
and  tigers;  or,  in  fine,  as  the  most  venomous 
aud  disgusting  reptiles,  or  as  the  most  fierce 
and  savage  ;  sometimes  as  monstrous  giants,  and 
unimaginable  creatures  ;  they  frequently  scourged 
me,  attempted  to  strangle  me,  threatened  to  bite 
me,  or  even  to  swallow  me  whole.  These  things 
made  me  so  timid  that  at  last  I  dared  scarcely 
be  alone,  and  when  I  was  alone,  my  terror  was 
little  lest  than  torture.  I  recommended  myself 
incessantly  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His 
Blessed  Mother,  who  obtained  from  her  Son,  the 
God  Man,  the  inspiration  which  I  am  about  to 
tell  you,  together  with  courage  to  carry  it  into 
effect;  after  which  my  conflicts  ceased,  and  I 
was  left,  comparatively  speaking,  free  from  these 
diabolical  persecutions.  One  night,  guided  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  I  repaired  to  the  place 
where  the  devils  were  accustomed  to  beseige  me ; 
I  carried  a  cross  in  one  hand,  and  a  heavy  dis- 
cipline in  the  other  ;  having  undressed  myself,  still 
holding  the  cross  in  one  hand,  I  seized  my  dis- 
cipline, and  with  a  courage  I  had  never  felt  be- 
fore, I  cried  out,  '  Come  on,  ye  fiends  of  hell,  as 
many  as  there  may  be  of  you !  here  I  am ;  I  am 
alone  ;  with  no  other  weapons  than  the  cross  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  His  mortification :  I  conjure 
you,  in  the  name  of  the  Eternal  Father,  in  the 
name  of  the  Divine  Son,  Incarnate,  dead,  risen, 
and  here  present  in  the  adorable  Sacrament  I 
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conjure  you  in  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  Trinity, 
to  come  on !  assault  me  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power ;  I  fear  you  not ;  I  rely  solely  on  God/  I 
went  on  repeating  this,  disciplining  myself  all 
over  for  a  long  time  ;  and  from  thenceforward  I 
was  delivered  from  these  hellish  temptations." 
The  religious  was  much  encouraged  by  this  re- 
cital, and  as  Blessed  Nicholas  happened  at  the 
time  to  be  the  father-guardian,  he  asked,  and 
obtained  leave  to  do  the  same  thing.  Night 
being  advanced,  and  the  rest  of  the  fathers  in 
bed,  he  went  down  into  the  church  alone,  and 
disciplined  himself  severely,  in  imitation  of  his 
saintly  superior,  who  was  in  his  cell,  but  who 
knew  by  divine  revelation  all  that  was  going  on 
in  the  church ;  he  went  to  his  religious,  desired 
him  to  put  on  his  clothes,  embraced  him,  and 
said,  "  My  little  angel  of  the  Lord,  trust  in  Him 
through  whom  you  have  triumphed;"  he  then 
made  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  his  forehead,  led 
him  back  to  his  cell,  and  from  that  time  forward 
the  good  religious  was  free  from  the  temptations 
of  the  devil. 


CHAPTER  X. 

OBSERVANCE  OF  HIS  RELIGIOUS  VOWS. 

The  perfect  observance  of  poverty,  chastity, 
and  obedience,  which  all  religious  bind  them- 
selves to  by  vow  at  their  solemn  profession,  sub- 
stantially constitutes  their  sanctity ;  and  the  more 
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perfectly  they  observe  these  three  vows,  according 
to  the  constitutions  of  their  respective  institutes 
approved  by  the  Church,  the  greater  will  be 
their  perfection,  and  the  more  holy  and  pleasing 
'  will  they  be  in  the  sight  of  God. 

Blessed  Nicholas  was  so  exact  and  perfect  in 
the  observance  of  obedience,  that  it  was  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  Church,  or  the  Franciscan  rules, 
or  a  superior,  wanted  anything,  for  him  to  exe- 
cute it  willingly  and  promptly.  Throughout  his 
religious  career,  even  in  the  most  trivial  things, 
he  would  always  depend  on  obedience,  aud  ask 
leave  of  proper  superiors.  In  his  journeys,  his 
companion,  though  perhaps  only  a  novice  or  a 
lay-brother,  was  always  constituted  by  him  to 
act  as  his  superior ;  he  halted,  or  went  on,  just 
as  his  companion  pleased,  so  that  any  one  who 
accompanied  him  knew  very  well  that  he  must 
act  the  master.  Much  as  he  was  addicted  to 
mortification,  he  immediately  desisted  from  any 
specific  act  of  it,  and  from  any  sort  of  penance  if 
he  knew  his  superior  disapproved  of  it.  Docile 
as  he  was,  both  by  nature  and  by  virtue,  it  is 
true  to  say  that  superiors  did  not  deem  it  advisa- 
ble to  restrain  him,  either  in  his  personal  austeri- 
ties, or  in  his  extraordinary  proceedings  in  the 
hospitals,  as  already  related ;  because  they  were 
convinced  Almighty  God  required  these  unusual 
practices  on  his  part,  which  would  certainly  not 
have  been  permitted  on  any  other  grounds. 

Nor  was  he  less  exact  on  the  score  of  holy 
poverty,  which,  as  every  one  knows,  is  most 
strict  and  rigorous  in  the  Franciscan  order.  He 
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never  had  more  than  one  tunic  and  a  cloak, 
which,  generally  speaking,  had  been  worn  by 
others,  and  was  mended,  but  clean.  In  his  room 
he  had  nothing  but  what  was  strictly  necessary, 
and  his  things  were  always  the  oldest  in  the 
house.  He  had  but  two  books,  the  holy  scrip- 
tures and  his  breviary ;  if  he  had  occasion  for  any 
others  for  the  composition  of  his  sermons,  he  re- 
turned them  as  soon  as  finished  with,  or  if  they 
were  given  to  him,  he  asked  leave  to  dispose  of 
them  to  some  one  else,  he  did  the  same  with  what- 
ever he  received  from  his  friends  and  penitents,  and 
he  had  many :  all  was  in  one  way  or  other  made 
over  to  the  poor.  To  sum  up  all  in  one  word,  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  the  seraphical  patriarch  S. 
Francis  was  one  of  the  most  perfect  observers  of 
poverty  ever  witnessed  in  the  church  of  God, 
so  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
S.  Francis,  who  most  resembled  him  in  this  virtue. 
He  had  a  great  respect  for  pious  pictures,  yet  he 
would  never  gratify  his  own  devotion  so  far  as  to 
keep  even  one  in  his  room,  if  it  was  of  the  least 
value. 

His  chastity  in  its  substantial  perfection,  was 
like  the  purity  of  the  angels,  though  unlike  theirs 
in  being  subject  to  temptation.  As  man,  he  was 
composed  of  two  discordant  parts;  and  as  such 
he  had  to  undergo  the  conflict  natural  to  man. 
We  have  seen  in  the  first  book  his  dangerous 
temptation,  and  his  glorious  victory  on  this  sub- 
ject; this  event  occurred  when  he  was  in  the 
full  prime  of  life.  We  may  here  add  two  other 
instances  equally  edifying  and  honourable. 
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Whilst  he  was  the  Guardian  of  the  monastery 
of  Valle  di  Gesu,  being  then  but  young,  he  was 
one  day  assailed  in  a  most  trying  manner, 
experiencing  that  baneful  law  of  the  members, 
which  revolts  against  the  law  of  the  mind,  and 
the  law  of  the  body,  which  strove  to  make  him 
the  slave  of  sin.  In  terror  he  humbled  himself, 
weeping  and  calling  on  the  Lord.  The  struggle, 
however,  augmented  ;  impelled  by  a  superior  im- 
pulse he  arose,  and  though  it  was  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  he  ran  towards  a  pond  covered  over 
with  ice,  and  tearing  off  his  clothes,  plunged  in 
up  to  the  neck,  and  there  remained  petrified 
with  cold,  till  the  rebellion  of  his  corrupt  na- 
ture bad  totally  subdued.  Although  icicles  dung 
to  his  person,  he  had  rendered  the  water  abso- 
lutely hot  and  boiling.  With  bare  shoulders 
Blessed  Nicholas  carried  a  large  cross  on  his 
back,  and  in  this  state  entered  the  refectory, 
where  all  the  religious  were  at  table ;  he  knelt 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  with  tears  of 
deep  contrition  he  declared  that  he  was  the  great- 
est of  sinners,  guilty  of  innumerable  crimes  and 
dreadful  scandals ;  beseeching  the  fathers  in 
charity  to  impose  some  penance  on  him.  The 
Father-Vicar  bade  him  kiss  the  feet  of  the  religious, 
and  then  go  and  dress  himself.  Instead  of  ris- 
ing on  his  feet>  he  crawled  on  his  knees  round  the 
refectory,  kissed  the  feet  of  all,  with  a  lively  feel- 
ing of  humble  sorrow,  and  then  crawled  out  of  the 
room.  In  the  house  of  S.  Maria  di  Gesu,  on  the 
eve  of  the  festival  of  S.  Ursula,  he  was  preparing 
a  sermon  which  he  was  to  deliver  the  next  day,  in 
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honour  of  that  glorious  martyr.  All  at  once,  a 
very  beautiful  woman  entered  his  cell,  whom  he 
immediately  knew  to  be  the  devil  under  this 
feigned  figure.  He  solicited  him  .to  sin  in  the 
most  seductive  and  scandalous  manner.  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  horror-stricken  at  the  sight;  he 
prostrated  himself  flat  with  his  face  on  the  ground, 
groaning,  weeping,  and  calling  aloud  on  Jesus, 
His  Blessed  Mother,  and  S.  Ursula,  but  especially 
imploring  the  Lord  never  to  permit  him  to  be 
overcome  by  his  infernal  enemy.  The  trial  was 
terrific  and  long.:  the  resistance  of  the  holy  man> 
his  prayers,  and  his  tears,  were  most  fervent  and 
unwavering.  At  length  a  brilliant  light,  as  of 
paradise,  pervaded  ,his  cell,  and  the  devil  fled 
away  in  dismay.  In  the  midst  of  this  light  stood 
the  glorious  S.  Ursula,  who  advanced,  took  him  by 
the  arm,  and  raised  him  from  the  ground.  She 
strengthened  him  with  her  heavenly  words,  and 
left  him,  as  it  were,  out  of  himself  with  joy  and 
delight.  He  preached  the  following  morning,  and 
related  the  incident  of  the  previous  night,  though 
without  giving  any  indication  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  had  happened.  We  may  conclude  this 
chapter  by  saying  that  Blessed  Nicholas  himself 
declared,  that  among  the  many  graces  conferred 
on  him  by  God,  was  this  one,  of  never  having  per- 
mitted him  to  fall  into  any  sin,  or  even  into  any 
slight  failing  contrary  to  purity.  Almighty  God, 
moreover,  favoured  him  so  sensibly,  that  on  enter- 
ing the  convents  of  virgins  consecrated  to  God,  he 
smelt  a  particular  fragrance,  and  experienced  an 
indescribable  delight ;  in  his  excess  of  joy,  he 
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would  exclaim  "  Virginitas  5  virginitas;  sursum 
corda  ;  sursum  corda !"  Let  us  always  think  of 
our  divine  Spouse,  and  of  the  most  pure  Mother  of 
this  Divine  Spouse." 


CHAPTER  XL 

OF  HIS  PERFECT  PURITY  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

From  all  that  has  been  hitherto  related  of  the 
life  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  every .  one  will  easily 
understand  that  his  purity  of  conscience  must 
have  been  remarkable.  It  seems  certain  that  he 
preserved  his  baptismal  innocence  till  death ;  in- 
deed, this  is  affirmed  by  all  his  confessors,  not- 
withstanding his  declaring  himself  a  great  sinner; 
he  wept  over  the  little  failings  into  which  he  was 
occasionally  betrayed,  as  if  they  were  enormous 
sins.  It  was  sufficient  for  any  one  to  tell  him  that 
such  a  word  or  act  of  his  was  not  commendable, 
for  him  immediately  to  believe  himself  guilty  of 
a  great  fault,  and  to  have  recourse  to  confession. 
He  confessed  every  morning  before  he  celebrated 
holy  mass  ;  and  often  after  confession  he  would  re- 
turn two  or  three  times  to  accuse  himself  of  some 
slight  matter,  in  which  there  was  no  sin  at  all. 
This  frequent  return  to  his  confessor  before  he 
said  mass,  was  not  occasioned  by  scruples  or  vain 
apprehensions,  but  by  his  extreme  purity  of  con- 
science, which  made  him  look  upon  as  evils  those 
actions  which  were  simply  less  virtuous  and  less 
perfect. 
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Although  he  was  exceedingly  affable  and  edify- 
ing in  his  conversation,  he  kept  himself  as  retired 
as  he  could,  from  a  fear  of  falling  into  any  defect 
All  the  religious  who  lived  with  him  for  many 
years,  and  they  were  not  few  in  number,  bore 
witness  to  the  fact,  that  they  had  never  seen 
in  him  anything  amounting  to  a  venial  sin; 
this  testimony  is  striking,  considering  the  num- 
ber and  quality  of  the  witnesses ;  they  were  per- 
sons who  could  constantly  observe  his  conduct ; 
they  were  all  well  versed  in  theological  learning, 
and  well  skilled  in  the  exercises  of  Christian  per- 
fection. One  of  them,  a  very  learned  and  excel- 
lent religious,  who  was  his  confessor  for  four 
years,  hearing  his  confession  daily,  sometimes 
more  than  once,  declared  on  oath  in  the  processes, 
that  during  those  four  years  he  had  never  known 
Blessed  Nicholas  accuse  himself  of  anything  which 
he  could  safely  pronounce  to  be  a  venial  sin ; 
therefore,  to  give  him  sacramental  absolution, 
he  was  obliged  to  make  him  accuse  himself  of 
some  past  venial  sin.  Nevertheless,  in  all  his 
confessions  he  looked  upon  himself  as  being  the 
greatest  sinner  in  the  world  ;  he  struck  his 
breast,  and  wept  from  deep  and  intense  contrition. 
Sometimes  when  he  was  going  to  visit  his  great 
friend  S.  Lewis  Bertrand,  he  would  go  to  confes- 
sion first,  saying  that  he  was  a  great  saint,  who 
could  see  into  the  hearts  of  men ;  adding,  that  if 
Brother  Nicholas,  blind  as  he  was,  saw  his  own 
heart  so  steeped  in  filth,  how  much  more  filthy 
and  abominable  would  it  appear  to  S.  Lewis  Ber- 
trand; therefore,  not  to  be  exposed  to  such 
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shame,  he  had  better  cleanse  and  whiten  it  in 
the  Blood  of  the  Lamb.  S.  Lewis,  however,  was 
a  much  better  judge  in  this  case  than  himself, 
and  he  used  to  say  that  he  considered  Father 
Nicholas  one  of  the  purest  and  holiest  souls  on 
earth. 

His  perfect  purity  of  conscience  made  him  be- 
lieve in  holy  simplicity,  that  every  one's  con- 
science was  in  a  better  state  than  his  own.  He 
imagined  every  one  to  be  good,  saying,  he  envied 
them  their  innocence  of  life  ;  and  he  used  to  call 
all,  but  especially  religious,  the  de&i  little  angels 
of  the  Lord.  He  told  a  religious,  in  whom  he 
placed  great  confidence,  that  being  such  a  great 
sinner  himself,  he  had  often  been  tempted  to 
think  ill  of  others,  but,  that  he  might  not  have 
this  extra  sin  to  answer  for,  he  had  earnestly 
recommended  himself  to  God,  praying  that  he 
might  never  be  permitted  to  judge  rashly  of  any 
one ;  that  our  Lord  had  heard  his  prayer,  and 
that  he  never  had  either  judged  or  even  suspected 
any  one  unduly.  A  religious,  whose  room  was 
contiguous  to  that  of  Blessed  Nicholas,  heard  him 
enter  his  cell  sighing  and  groaning  as  if  in  ex- 
traordinary distress.  He  went  to  him,  and  in- 
quired the  cause  of  his  anguish.  Drawing  a  deep 
sigh  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart,  he  an- 
swered, that  he  had  a  great  desire  to  please  God, 
and  to  serve  His  Divine  Majesty  with  that  clear 
purity  of  heart  which  a  son  of  S.  Francis  ought 
to  have,  but  that  he  had  nothing  of  that  sort,  and 
was  moreover  so  blind  that  he  could  not  even  see 
his  own  failings ;  hereupon  he  fell  into  an  ecstasy, 
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it  and  began  to  speak  of  God  with  such  fervour 

m\  and  sweetness,  that  the  said  religious,  and  many 

ib  others  who  had  gathered  round  him,  were  moved 

Ui  to  tears  of  devotion  ;  it  is  possible  that  our  Lord 

ii\  on  this  occasion  permitted  him  to  see  his  own 
extraordinary  purity  of  conscience,  and  that  this 

U  consolatory  sight  was  the  cause  of  his  ecstatic  joy 

is s  in  the  Lord. 
il 

is 

4  CHAPTER  XII. 

13 

it  HIS  PRATER. 

J 

I  have  already  remarked  in  the  first  book  that 
j        Blessed  Nicholas  constantly  kept  his  mind  fixed 
•        on,  and  united  to  God  ;  he  saw  God  in  all  things, 
and  in  all  things  adhered  closely  to  Him.  Whe- 
I        ther  he  was  alone  or  in  company,  preaching,  serv- 
I        ing  in  the  hospitals,  or  employed  in  any  other 
function,  no  matter  how  distracting,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  raising  his  mind  to  heavenly  things  ;  or 
rather,  he  used  to  say  with  his  accustomed  sim- 
plicity, that  the  difficulty  would  be  in  diverting 
his  mind  from  them.    This  is  a  clear  proof  that 
God  had  given  him  the  gift  of  prayer,  and  of  the 
most  perfect  sort  of  contemplation  which  it  is  possi- 
ble for  man  to  possess  on  earth.    Indeed,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  this,  since  the  Congregation  of  the 
JRota,  in  the  relation  given  of  his  merits  to  Pope 
Urban  VIII,,  declared  that  Blessed  Nicholas  had 
the  gift  of  the  continual  presence  of  God,  that 
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he  always  thought  of  God,  and  always  loved 
God ;  hence  he  was  raised  to  the  highest  degree 
of  contemplation.  This  gift  of  sublime  prayer 
is  a  subject  beyond  the  reach  of  human  eloquence, 
and  largely  as  Blessed  Nicholas  was  endowed  with 
it,  he  knew  not  how  either  to  speak  or  to  write 
upon  it.  He  once  told  a  very  spiritual  friend  in 
confidence,  that  whilst  he  was  at  the  monastery 
of  the  Valle  di  Gesil,  he  once  wished  to  try  and  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of,  and  the  divine  effects  which 
he  experienced  in  contemplation  on  the  Supreme 
Good,  and  accordingly  took  up  his  pen  for  this 
purpose.  As  he  was  considering  the  subject,  with 
the  pen  in  his  hand,  he  heard  a  voice  from  heaven 
say  to  him,  "  Brother  Nicholas,  what  canst  thou 
say  of  me  ?  Dost  thou  conceive  thyself  able  to 
write  of  my  all  perfect  Being  ?  Be  silent,  com- 
pose thy  thoughts :  I  will  give  thee  my  grace." 
These  words  filled  him  with  indescribable  joy,  and 
he  fell  into  an  ecstasy,  which  lasted  a  considera- 
ble time.  If  Blessed  Nicholas  was  unable  to 
describe  his  elevated  prayer  and  contemplation, 
still  less  could  J,  or  any  one  else,  venture  to 
attempt  it.  I  will,  therefore,  merely  relate  a  few 
particulars  referring  to  his  assiduity  and  recollec- 
tion in  prayer,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  it,  particulars 
which  manifested  themselves  exteriorly,  and  which 
were  legally  attested  by  many. 

We  have  already  stated  that  every  night  after 
matins,  he  remained  praying  either  in  the  church 
or  choir  till  the  hour  of  prime.  On  the  great 
solemnities,  and  on  other  days  for  which  he  had  spe- 
cial devotion,  he  generally  spent  the  entire  night 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


505 


from  complin  in  prayer ;  after  prime,  if  he  had 
not  to  confess,  or  to  exercise  some  ministry  of 
religion,  or  some  act  of  charity  to  the  poor,  he 
prepared  himself  for  mass,  celebrated,  made  his 
thanksgiving,  and  then  remained  in  prayer  till 
evening.  Every  morning  before  mass,  he  recited 
the  penitential  psalms,  with  the  litanies  and  pray- 
ers, and  always  recited  the  psalter  with  that  spirit 
of  fervour,  penetration,  and  divine  wisdom,  which 
guided  holy  David  in  the  composition  of  it. 

When  he  prayed,  either  in  his  cell  or  in  the 
church  at  night,  or  when  he  recited  the  office  with 
the  rest,  he  was  always  wholly  absorbed  in  God, 
and  generally  shed  tears  of  sweet  devotion.  Often 
in  the  day  did  he  remain  three  or  four  hours  on 
his  knees,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  some  picture  or 
on  heaven,  in  peaceful  colloquies  with  Jesus  or 
his  Blessed  Mother,  or  with  S.  John  the  Evange- 
list, or  some  other  favourite  patron,  sighing  and 
weeping.  Over  and  over  again  did  he  use  these 
words,  "  My  God  and  my  all !"  and  for  hour  after 
hour  he  would  repeat  them  ;  his  fervour  sensibly 
increasing  at  each  repetition.  Whoever  happened 
to  see  him  in  prayer  was  struck  with  admiration 
at  his  recollection  and  devotion  ;  they  beamed  in 
his  countenance,  and  pervaded  his  whole  person ; 
his  sighs  and  tears  moved  the  spectators,  and 
filled  them  with  piety*  and  compunction.  A  reli- 
gious, a  fine  preacher,  fell  ill  in  the  monastery  of 
S.  Francis,  at  Valencia :  Nicholas  prayed  much 
for  him,  and  was  heard  to  say  with  most  fervent 
humility,  "  Lord  !  spare  this  Thy  servant,  who 
continually  brings  so  many  sinners  back  to  Thee  ; 
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and  lei;  me  die  instead  of  him,  for  I  am  utterly 
useless,  and  do  nothing  but  offend  Thee."  He 
continued  repeating  the  same  words  for  a  long 
time.  Some  time  later,  he  began  to  offer  the 
same  prayer  again  in  a  more  open  place,  where  he 
was  seen  by  a  person  to  fix  his  eyes  on  heaven ; 
after  having  thus  declared  himself  a  useless  sin- 
ner, and  prayed  to  die  in  the  place  of  the  said 
religious,  it  was  observed  that  his  countenance 
became  extremely  joyous,  and  he  was  heard  to 
say,  "My  dearly  loved  brother  S.  Lewis  Ber- 
trand,  do  you  wish  me  to  come  up  there  to 
you?  Tes,  yes,  I  am  quite  willing  and  ready: 
I  have  no  other  desire  but  to  dwell  with  you  in 
the  everlasting  kingdom  of  bliss. " 

Of  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers  with  God,  we  may 
judge  from  the  many  miracles  which  he  wrought  by 
them.  In  the  town  of  Xerica,  in  the  diocese  of 
Segorbe,  there  was  a  man  who  had  long  been  tor- 
mented by  the  devil  in  a  most  distressing  manner. 
He  made  a  confession  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  earnestly 
beseeching  him  to  pray  that  God  would  be  pleased 
to  deliver  him  from  this  heavy  trial.  Nicholas 
prayed  for  him,  signed  him  with  the  cross  on 
the  forehead,  and  told  him  that  from  thencefor- 
ward the  devil  would  molest  him  no  more ;  as  he 
said,  so  it  happened ;  and  from  that  time  till  his 
death  he  enjoyed  great  peace  in  his  various 
Christian  and  religious  duties. 

A  lay-brother,  a  good  simple  man,  belonging 
to  the  monastery  of  S.  Francis  at  Murviedro,  went 
one  evening  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  and  asked  him  to 
be  so  good  as  to  teach  him  how  to  pray  well.  The 
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holy  man  acceded,  and  told  him  the  different 
ways  tised  by  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  desert, 
as  related  by  Cassian,  and  then  said  to  him, 
"Let  us  go  down  to  the  church  together,  and 
there  pray  before  the  Blessed  Sacrament."  When 
they  had  been  praying  for  about  half  an  hour,  the 
lay-brother  heard  Father  Nicholas  draw  a  deep 
sigh;  somewhat  alarmed,  he  turned  to  look  at 
him,  and  saw  that  he  was  enveloped  in  a  bright 
light  from  head  to  foot ;  so  brilliant  was  it,  that 
the  brother,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours,  could 
not  look  fixedly  at  him ;  he  continued  praying  in 
the  midst  of  this  light  for  four  hours ;  then  rising 
from  his  prayer,  he  said  to  his  companion,  "  Now 
let  us  take  a  discipline,  and  let  us  pray  for  all 
who  are  in  the  state  of  mortal  sin."  The  disci- 
pline being  ended,  he  said  to  the  lay-brother,  *  Go, 
and  wake  the  sacristan,  for  it  is  past  the  hour  of 
matins  ;"  from  which  the  lay-brother  immediately 
understood  that  our  Lord  had  expressly  permitted 
for  the  glory  of  the  saint  and  his  own  spiritual 
profit,  that  the  sacristan  should  not  awake  as 
usual  at  the  hour  of  matins. 

The  Passion  of  Jesus  Christ  was  the  usual  sub- 
ject of  his  meditations,  and  they  were  generally 
most  sublime  contemplations.  He  felt  an  ardent 
desire  to  feel  in  his  body  some  part  of  the  suf- 
ferings which  our  Lord  endured  for  us  whilst  He 
was  on  earth.  With  fervent  confidence  he  prayed 
for  this,  recommending  it  to  our  Blessed  Lady, 
and  to  the  beloved  disciple  S.  John.  Our  Lord 
granted  his  desire,  and  permitted  him  to  experi- 
ence the  most  excruciating  pain  all  over  his  body, 
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so  that  he  was  sometimes  obliged  to  retire  into  a 
neighbouring  wood,  where,  with  a  load  voice  and 
groans,  he  would  recommend  himself  to  the  Mo- 
ther of  God,  to  S.  John,  to  S.  Mary  Magdalen, 
that  they  might  obtain  strength  for  him  to  bear 
up  under  sufferings  which  were  quite  above  the 
power  of  human  weakness.  Afterwards  he  was 
left  much  comforted  and  quite  joyful  in  conse- 
quence of  these  sufferings,  and  would  often  wander 
about  the  woods  and  hills,  like  a  man  out  of  him- 
self, weeping,  and  holding  long  colloquies  with 
Jesus  hanging  on  the  cross,  with  His  blessed 
Mother,  S.  John,  S.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  the 
other  holy  women  who  were  present  at  our  Lord's 
crucifixion,  acting  as  if  he  himself  were  on  Mount 
Calvary,  assisting  with  them  at  the  last  agony 
and  death  of  a  God  Man,  and  sharing  with  them 
in  the  passion  and  cruel  torments  of  their  common 
Lord.  And  here  again  he  became  inconsolable  at 
the  loss  of  so  many  men,  whose  obstinate  malice 
would  render  nugatory  the  infinite  merits  of  His 
Precious  Blood. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

HIS  ECSTASIES. 

In  order  to  make  plain  to  all  the  inestimable 
gift  of  Blessed  Nicholas's  elevated  and  almost 
continual  contemplation,  God  would  glorify  him 
by  public  ecstasies.   Without  danger  of  exagge- 
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ration,  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  there  is 
scarcely  any  other  saint  of  whom  so  many  ecsta- 
sies are  related,  and  deposed  to  in  the  processes. 
For  many  years  he  fell  into  ecstasies  several  times 
a  day.  Alone  in  his  cell,  preaching  hefore 
numerous  audiences,  celebrating  holy  mass,  dis- 
tributing holy  communion  to  the  people,  in  public 
processions,  at  meals,  in  the  confessional,  in  the 
street,  in  all  places,  at  all  times,  he  was  liable  to 
them.  Many  of  these  ecstasies  have  been  already 
given,  others  are  now  to  be  given,  but  the  reader 
must  be  informed  that  those  specified  in  this 
compendium  are  but  few  in  comparison  with 
the  number  registered  in  the  processes ;  I  have 
taken  little  or  no  care  in  the  selection,  therefore, 
some  of  the  more  remarkable  may  have  been 
omitted.  From  information  which  I  have  ob- 
tained, and  from  the  processes,  I  gather,  that 
about  the  year  1550,  Blessed  Nicholas  being  then 
guardian  of  the  Valle  di  Gesu,  spent  the  whole 
of  Advent  with  extraordinary  fervour,  fasting 
more  rigorously  than,  usual,  and  practising  greater 
austerities,  by  way  of  preparation  for  the  approach- 
ing Christmas.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  of 
December,  as  he  was  celebrating  mass,  he  beheld 
just  after  the  consecration,  our  Divine  Lord  in  the 
form  of  a  most  beautiful  Infant,  who,  sweetly 
smiling,  said  to  him,  "  Brother  Nicholas,  wouldst* 
thou  very  much  like  to  see  Me,  and  adore  Me  as  I 
once  was,  in  the  crib  of  Bethlehem  ?"  This  sight, 
and  these  words,  made  Nicholas  feel  as  if  he  were 
already  in  Paradise,  and  of  course  he  answered 
yes.   He  then  saw  and  adored  the  Divine  Infant 
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in  the  crib ;  from  this  mass  till  the  night  of  the 
Nativity,  he  revelled,  as  we  may  say,  in  the  joy  of 
the  Lord,  as  far  as  is  possible  in  this  mortal  life. 
But  on  the  solemnity  itself  his  bliss  vanished, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  sad  state  of  painful 
aridity,  and  in  this  state  he  began  to  celebrate 
his  Christmas  masses.  On  coming  to  these  words 
in  the  first  Gospel :  "  And  she  brought  forth  her 
first-born,  and  laid  him  in  a  manger,"  a  lively 
image  of  the  vision  he  had  had  two  days  before 
arose  before  his  mind,  and  all  his  serenity  and  joy 
in  the  Lord  returned  ?  after  the  consecration,  he 
was  permitted  anew  sensibly  to  see  and  adore  the 
Infant  Jesus  in  His  crib,  whereupon  his  enjoyment 
was  at  its  height,  and  remained  with  him  the  whole 
morning.  At  grace  after  dinner  he  was  rapt  in 
ecstasy  in  presence  of  all  the  religious,  and  as  this 
was  the  first  time  they  had  ever  seen  him  thus 
carried  away,  they  were  utterly  astounded.  In 
the  monastery  of  S.  Francis  in  Valencia,  he  sung 
the  mass  of  Holy  Thursday,  and  had  to  give  com- 
munion to  the  religious,  and  to  several  other 
persons.  Scarcely  had  he  begun  to  give  com- 
munion, when  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  Blessed 
Sacrament,  and  became  immoveable  in  ecstasy. 
After  some  time  one  of  the  religious  took  the 
ciborium  out  of  his  left  hand,  but  could  in  no  way 
draw  the  consecrated  particle  from  between  his 
fingers,  and  finished  the  communions,  which  were 
very  numerous ;  not  till  then  did  the  holy  man 
return  to  himself ;  after  duly  depositing  the  con- 
secrated Host,  he  completed  the  solemn  offices ; 
the  excitement  of  the  people  who  witnessed  this 
spectacle  was  great,  but  quite  devotional. 
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Frequently  at  other  times  be  has  been  rapt  in 
ecstasy  whilst  distributing  the  holy  eucharistic 
bread,  when  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  take 
the  ciborium  from  him,  and  finish  the  function, 
he  remaining  in  an  ecstasy  all  the  time.  Another 
time  when  he  was  giving  communion,  the  sacred 
particles  were  seen  to  move  and  pass  between  his 
fingers,  as  he  held  them  over  the  ciborium,  after 
the  manner  of  the  sparks  which  rise  from  a  red 
hot  piece  of  iron,  when  struck  on  an  anvil. 

In  a  procession  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  on 
arriving  at  the  public  square,  he  became  motion- 
less, with  his  lighted  taper  in  his  hand,  and  was 
seen  in  this  state  by  all  the  people  ;  the  procession 
advanced,  but  he  remained  immoveable  where  he 
was ;  several  persons  touched  him,  and  kissed  him 
with  great  respect  and  devotion,  though  he  was 
quite  insensible  to  all  that  passed  around  him. 
At  length  he  was  fairly  dragged  away,  to  prevent 
his  being  overpowered  by  the  crowd. 

A  courtier  belonging  to  the  viceroy  of  Valencia 
invited  him  to  dinner  ;  whilst  they  were  at  table, 
a  very  fine  painting  of  S.  John  the  Evangelist  was 
produced  and  admired;  scarcely  had  he  looked 
at  it,  than  taking  it  into  his  hand,  he  rose,  and 
begged  permission  to  retire  with  it  into  another 
room.  The  very  Rev.  Christopher  Moreno,  his 
companion,  suspecting  the  state  of  the  case,  went 
with  several  others  to  the  room  whither  the  holy 
man  had  retired ;  they  found  him  lying  on  his 
back,  with  his  hands  folded  across  his  breast,  his 
countenance  shining  like  a  seraph's,  his  eyes 
fixed  on  heaven,  he  was,  in  fact,  in  a  state  of 
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exalted  ecstasy.  The  viceroy  was  informed,  who, 
together  with  several  of  the  nobles,  hastened  to 
witness  so  great  a  prodigy.  They  looked  at  him 
in  profound  astonishment,  and  many  of  them  shed 
tears  of  devotion,  blessing  and  thanking  the  Lord 
for  thus  favouring  and  glorifying  His  servant. 

Every  bird  that  he  heard  sing,  every  flower,  the 
fields,  the  hills,  heaven,  earth,  every  sort  of  crea- 
ture, reminded  him  so  forcibly  of  his  Creator,  as 
to  induce  ecstasies  many  times  every  day.  As  he 
was  once  travelling  through  an  agreeable  country, 
it  led  him  to  speak  of  God  to  his  companion,  bat 
he  almost  immediately  fell  into  an  ecstasy.  He 
spoke  of  Paradise,  and  of  the  Supreme  Good,  and 
running  to  his  companion,  he  embraced  him,  and 
raised  him  off  the  ground,  as  if  he  had  been  only  a 
feather ;  the  companion  feeling  convinced  that 
the  eloquence  and  energy  with  which  Nicholas 
then  spoke  and  acted  were  altogether  superhuman. 
On  returning  to  himself,  the  blessed  man  fell  at 
the  feet  of  his  companion,  with  deep  compunction 
accused  himself  of  being  an  enormous  sinner,  and 
then  kissed  his  feet. 

He  and  his  religious  brethren  of  the  monastery 
of  S.  Francis  at  Valencia,  were  making  the  pro- 
cession as  usual,  during  the  Octave  of  Corpus 
Christi,  when  on  returning  to  the  church,  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  rapt  in  ecstasy,  holding  his  lighted 
candle  in  his  hand,  which  was  taken  from  him, 
he  nevertheless  remaining  motionless  for  three 
hours  ;  he  then  extended  his  arms,  as  if  in  the 
act  of  affectionately  embracing  some  one  ;  he  next 
began  to  speak  of  God  in  most  tender  and  sublime 
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terms;  amongst  other  things,  he  said:  "And 
who,  0  Lord  !  can  it  have  been  that  said,  Brother 

Nicholas  will  Brother  Nicholas  be  good?" 

"Yes,  yes,"  after  some  space  of  time  he  replied  : 
"Yes,  yes,  Brother  Nicholas  will  be  good,  if  Thou 
wilt  make  him  good,  0  Lord ;"  and  he  continued 
talking  in  his  ecstasy  till  near  midnight. 

In  another  of  his  ecstasies  he  frequently  re- 
peated these  words:  "Say  to  the  just  man,  that 
it  is  well  in  the  end."  It  is  affirmed  that  he  dis- 
played such  exuberant  joy  in  this  ecstasy,  as  to 
show  that  the  repetition  of  these  words  was  most 
gratifying  to  him,  whence  it  was  conjectured  that 
the  former  ecstasy  had  revealed  to  him  the  fulness 
of  the  sanctifying  grace  with  which  he  was  en- 
riched,  and  the  second  his  infallible  predestina- 
tion. 

In  another  ecstasy  on  the  festival  of  the 
Assumption  of  our  Blessed  Lady,  he  uttered  these 
words ;  "  0,  great  Mother  of  God !  how  ineffable 
is  the  eternal  banquet  where  you  feast  at  the 
nuptial  *  supper  of  the  Immaculate  Lamb,  if  the 
little  drop  which  in  compassion  you  let  fall  into 
the  mouth  of  poor  Brother  Nicholas — and  he  is 
your  own  Brother  Nicholas — is  so  invigorating, 
that  he  would  willingly  allow  his  body  to  be 
chopped  into  a  hundred  pieces,  provided  his  soul 
could  but  spring  forth  and  mount  to  Paradise ! 

On  his  return  from  Madrid  to  Valencia,  some 
ladies  went  to  visit  him  at  the  convent  of  8. 
Maria  di  Gesfc ;  the  brother-porter  went  to  call 
him,  and  found  him  in  an  ecstasy  in  his  cell ;  he 
did  all  he  could  to  bring  him  to  himself,  but  to 
33 
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no  purpose,  so  he  gave  up  the  attempt.  After 
Matins  in  the  night,  he  returned  to  Blessed 
Nicholas's  cell,  and  found  him  in  the  same  pos- 
ture, although  many  hours  had  intervened  since 
he  had  last  seen  him.  Out  of  devotion  he  em- 
braced him,  but  was  soon  obliged  to  retreat,  being 
unable  to  bear  the  heat  which  emanated  from  his 
whole  person,  which  had  become  somewhat  like  a 
furnace.  We  have  we  think  given  sufficient  sam- 
ples of  Blessed  Nicholas's  ecstasies  to  satisfy 
the  reader ;  we  again  remark  that  we  have 
heard  of  none,  or  at  least  of  very  few  saints  in  the 
Church,  who  have  had  such  numerous  and  such 
continual  ecstasies  as  Blessed  Nicholas.  To  this 
may  be  added  that  his  fervent  ecstasies  in  no  way 
interfered  with  his  apostolic  or  religious  functions, 
in  the  exercise  of  which  his  whole  life  may  be 
said  to  have  been  spent. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

HIS  CELESTIAL  VISIONS. 

To  the  gift  of  sublime  contemplation,  and  of 
almost  incessant  ecstasy,  our  Lord  likewise  added 
that  of  heavenly  visions,  with  which  he  was  pleased 
to  favour  Blessed  Nicholas. 

Whilst  he  was  in  the  monastery  of  S.  Maria  di 
Gesu  ,  Father  Baptist  Marcador,  an  old  man  of 
most  saintly  life,  passed  to  his  everlasting  home. 
As  usual,  the  corpse  was  carried  into  the  church ; 
on  passing  the  private  chapel  of  our  Lady  della 
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scala,  to  whom  Father  Marcador  had  been  greatlj 
devoted,  Blessed  Nicholas  would  have  the  body 
placed  within  the  chapel,  whilst  they  all  sang 
the  Salve  Regioa.  In  his  life-time,  the  deceased 
father  had  regularly  spent  a  considerable  time 
every  day  praying  in  this  chapel.  The  Salve 
being  ended,  the  holy  man  looked  at  the  image  of 
our  Blessed  Lady  with  great  joy  and  fervour, 
crying  out,  "Don't  you  see  him  ?  don't  you  see 
him  ?"  and  then  remained  in  an  ecstasy  for  some 
time.  On  returning  to  himself,  he  was  compelled 
by  the  religious  and  by  the  superior  to  tell  what 
he  had  seen.  With  humble  simplicity  he  said 
that  our  Lord  had  shown  him  the  soul  of  Father 
Marcador  environed  with  so  brilliant  a  light,  that 
the  sun  was  dull  and  cloudy  in  comparison 
to  it ;  that  he  saw  how  the  angels  conveyed 
the  holy  soul  of  that  worthy  religious  up  to  hea- 
ven, and  to  his  extreme  delight  he  had  beheld 
Jesus  and  Mary  welcome  him  into  the  eternal 
kingdom,  and  had  seen  the  immense  glory  and 
happiness  which  he  enjoyed. 

There  died  in  the  convent  of  the  Valle  di  Gesvl 
a  young  religious,  in  deacon's  orders,  named  Gon- 
salvo.  His  innocence  of  life  and  his  exact  regu- 
larity rendered  this  youth  specially  dear  to  Father 
Nicholas.  Our  Lord  showed  that  the  death  of 
this  young  brother  was  pleasing  in  His  sight,  by 
causing  the  corpse  to  exhale  a  most  extraordinary 
fragrance  whilst  it  was  exposed  in  the  church. 
Blessed  Nicholas  remained  as  usual  to  pray  in  the 
choir  after  Matins,  when  he  heard  a  melodious 
concert  of  Angels,  which  filled  his  soul  with  sweet 


Digitized  by 


516 


NICHOLAS  PATTORB, 


devotion,  and  at  the  same  time  oar  Lord  enabled 
him  to  see  that  those  angelic  choristers  were  ac- 
companying the  soul  of  Brother  Gonsalyo  to  hea- 
ven, where  his  saintly  life  was  recompensed  with  a 
brilliant  crown  of  glory. 

In  Valencia  there  died  a  certain  married  gentle- 
man of  exemplary  life,  merciful  to  the  poor,  exact 
in  frequenting  the  sacraments,  and  devoting  his 
whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his  state.  He  was 
much  beloved  by  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  assisted 
him  in  his  last  illness  and  at  his  death.  As  soon 
as  he  expired,  one  of  his  daughters  flung  herself 
in  a  state  of  inconsolable  grief  at  the  feet  of 
Blessed  Nicholas,  who,  with  great  cheerfulness, 
began  to  console  her,  saying,  "  Daughter,  be  com- 
forted, your  good  father  is  not  dead,  he  rests 
peacefully  in  the  sweet  sleep  of  the  Lord;  I 
beheld  the  inexpressible  delight  with  which  the 
holy  angels  waited  round  him,  and  welcomed  him 
into  heaven  ;  and  I  now  behold,  with  a  consolation 
which  I  cannot  describe  to  you,  his  present  union 
with  the  Sovereign  Good,  as  well  as  the  joy  with 
which  he  sings  the  infinite  mercies  of  God  towards 
him."  We  may  imagine  the  surprise  and  delight 
of  the  orphan  daughter  as  she  received  this 
assurance  of  her  good  father's  bliss ;  tears  rolled 
down  her  cheeks,  but  no  longer  were  they  tears 
of  grief,  on  the  contrary,  they  sprung  from  affec- 
tionate joy  and  holy  envy. 

When  Donna  Leonora,  Marchioness  of  Navarrei, 
heard  of  the  death  of  Donna  Joanna  of  Austria, 
the  foundress  of  the  royal  convent  of  discalced 
nuns  at  Madrid,  she  sent  for  Blessed  Nicholas  in 
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her  distress,  and  entreated  him  to  pray  that  the 
soul  of  this  great  princess  might  soon  be  admitted 
into  glory,  descanting  on  her  sanctity,  on  her 
religious  profession,  on  the  great  zeal  which  she 
had  manifested  for  the  faith  in  those  calamitous 
days,  and  on  her  favours  to  the  different  religious 
orders,  more  especially  that  of  S.  Francis.  The 
holy  man  answered  with  a  smile,  "  Lady,  the  soul 
of  this  most  pious  princess  is  already  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  heaven,  reaping  the  reward  of  her  many 
meritorious  deeds."  In  astonishment  at  the 
prompt  answer,  the  Marchioness  asked  him  how 
he  knew  this.  "  Ten  days  ago,"  replied  Nicholas, 
"I  was  celebrating  mass  for  the  soul  of  Donna 
Joanna,  when  she  suddenly  appeared  to  me,  ac- 
companied by  S.  Mary  Magdalene,  S.  Dorothy,  S. 
Agnes,  and  other  saints  to  whom  she  was  particu- 
larly devoted  in  her  life-time  ;  she  assured  me  of 
her  glory,  and  of  the  gratitude  with  which  she 
will  for  eternity  bless  God  for  enabling  her  so 
heroically  to  despise  all  earthly  things,  to 
make  the  choice  of  holy  poverty  and  a  life  of 
penance."  Knowing  Blessed  Nicholas  to  be  so 
great  a  saint,  the  authority  of  his  words  completely 
satisfied  the  Marchioness,  especially  as  she  remem- 
bered that  Donna  Joanna  really  had  always  shown 
great  devotion  to  the  three  saints  mentioned  by 
the  holy  man. 

Whilst  he  was  guardian  at  Valle  di  Gesu,  he 
felt  a  strong  desire  to  behold  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
same  form  in  which  he  conversed  with  men  on 
earth.  He  begged  the  fulfilment  of  this  desire 
with  humble  confidence,  if  it  proceeded  from  the 
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Holy  Ghost ;  the  better  to  obtain  it,  he  prepared 
himself  with  prayer  and  extra  mortifications.  As 
he  was  one  day  imploring  this  favour  with  many 
tears,  our  Saviour  stood  before  him  ;  he  threw 
himself  at  His  adorable  feet,  weeping  more  fer- 
vently than  ever.  Jesus  spoke  to  him  with  great 
affection,  inebriating  his  soul  with  the  delight  of 
heaven,  and  said  to  him,  "  Brother  Nicholas,  be 
satisfied  now ;  your  desire  is  realized ;  from 
henceforth  I  will  always  remain  with  you,  unless 
you  voluntarily  leave  me." 

We  have  already  related  the  vision  with  which 
he  was  favoured  whilst  he  was  confessor  to  the 
nuns  in  the  convent  of  S.  Clare  at  Gandia ;  the 
reader  will  scarcely  have  forgotten  it.  Though 
in  effect  this  vision  seems  rather  to  have  been  a 
repetition  of  an  antecedent  vision,  in  which  our 
Blessed  Lady,  holding  her  divine  Son  in  her  arms, 
had  appeared  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  permitting  him 
to  hold  and  caress  the  Sweet  Babe,  he  at  the 
same  time  experiencing  and  evincing  a  strange 
alternation  of  joy  and  sorrow,  as  described  in  the 
first  book. 

On  a  festival  of  the  Epiphany  he  preached  in 
the  great  hospital  of  Valencia,  at  the  request  of  a 
pious  friend  of  his,  and  after  the  sermon  went  to 
diue  at  the  house  of  the  said  worthy  friend.  The 
whole  time  of  dinner  he  spoke  with  animated  fer- 
vour on  divine  subjects,  to  the  great  satisfaction 
of  the  guests.  His  own  meal  was  very  frugal. 
As  soon  as  dinner  was  over,  he  expressed  a  wish 
to  retire  to  another  room,  and  did  so ;  in  the 
mean  time,  several  persons  were  admitted  into 
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the  bouse  that  they  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his 
holy  conversation,  but  finding  that  the  holy  man 
remained  so  long  in  his  seclusion,  some  of  them 
went  very  gently  to  see  what  he  was  about ;  they 
found  him  in  an  ecstasy.  The  room  was  filled  as 
soon  as  the  fact  became  known,  and  although  he 
was  shaken,  and  even  sharply  pricked  in  order  to 
recall  him  to  himself,  it  was  all  to  no  purpose. 
He  remained  in  this  state  for  some  hours,  every 
one  looking  at  him  with  surprise,  piety,  and  com- 
punction. On  returning  to  himself,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  the  spectators  to  tell  them,  for  their 
edification,  what  had  passed  during  his  ecstasy. 
Being  rapt  in  spirit,  he  found  himself  in  a  plea- 
sant country,  where  he  saw  at  a  distance  the 
Queen  of  angels  with  her  Divine  Son  in  her  arms, 
and  S.  Joseph  at  her  side.  He  felt  a  vehement 
desire  to  accompany  them,  but,  reflecting  on  his 
own  nothingness  and  sinfulness,  he  had  not  cou- 
rage to  ask  it.  Mary  looked  compassionately  at 
him,  and  said  affectionately :  "  Brother  Nicholas, 
would  you  like  to  come  with  us  ?"  He  humbly  an- 
swered, "  0,  Blessed  Lady,  I  am  not  only  willing, 
but  I  most  ardently  wish  it ;  I  am,  however,  too 
unworthy."  "Come  to  us  immediately,"  rejoined 
Mary.  He  then  seemed  to  travel  with  them,  and 
walked  along  till  evening,  feeling  within  himself 
the  delights  of  Paradise.  Towards  night-fall  they 
halted  in  a  beautiful  wood,  consisting  of  palm, 
cedar,  and  olive  trees,  when  S.  Joseph  taking 
the  Infant  Jesus  from  his  Mother's  arms  gave  him 
to  Nicholas,  who  pressed  him  to  his  bosom ;  his 
heart  at  the  same  time  became  inflamed,  and  as  it 
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were,  inebriated  with  abundance  of  divine  charity. 
After  holding  the  Divine  Infant  in  this  manner 
for  some  time,  he  restored  Him  to  His  Mother, 
and  then  placed  himself  at  her  feet  in  a  trance  of 
tranquil  delight.  It  seemed  to  him  that  he  had 
spent  the  whole  night  there,  for  he  said  to  his 
hearers,  "  Oh,  what  a  blissful  night !  oh,  what 
enrapturing  endearments!  oh,  what  delight! 
what  joy !  what  a  Paradise  !"  and  as  he  uttered 
these  words  he  again  went  off  in  another  ecstasy, 
which  lasted  till  night. 

These  instances  will  suffice  to  show  how  highly 
he  was  favoured  in  this  respect.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  we  may  add  that  he  had  other  frequent 
visions,  in  which  he  saw  Jesus  and  Mary,  S.  John 
the  Evangelist,  to  whom  he  had  a  great  devotion, 
S.  Ursula  and  her  companions,  the  patriarchs  S. 
Francis,  and  S.  Dominic,  S.  Antony,  S.  Vincent 
Ferrer,  S.  Lewis  Bertrand,  and  many  others. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

HIS  GIFT  OF  PROPHECY  AND  DISCERNMENT  OP 
SPIRITS. 

Not  only  did  Almighty  God  regale  our  saint 
frequently  with  heavenly  visions,  He  moreover 
often  permitted  him  to  penetrate  futurity,  and 
the  hidden  secrets  of  the  human  heart ;  a  faculty 
which,  as  every  one  knows,  can  come  but  from 
<3od  alone. 
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One  day  when  he  was  at  the  convent  of  S. 
Francis  in  Valencia,  having  merely  called  there 
as  he  was  travelling,  he  said  to  his  companion : 

Brother,  I  see  the  Turks  are  coming  upon  us 
in  great  fury,  and  in  hatred  of  the  Christian 
name."  His  companion  replied,  "Let  us  go  to 
the  church  to  implore  the  protection  of  the  Most 
High."  "  Go  to  confession  first,"  said  the  saint, 
41  and  then  we  will  both  go  and  pray  to  the  Lord." 
The  lay-brother  made  his  confession  to  the  saint, 
who  at  once  proposed  going  down  into  the  church, 
saying  that  a  great  battle  was  at  hand,  and  that 
the  Christians  stood  in  great  need  of  Divine  help. 
The  two  accordingly  went  into  the  church,  and 
before  beginning  their  prayer,  each  one  took  a 
severe  discipline.  Blessed  Nicholas  scourged  him- 
self so  unmercifully,  that  his  companion  thought 
him  going  to  excess,  the  floor  and  walls  being 
thickly  spotted  with  his  blood.  Suddenly  they 
heard  a  noise,  as  of  a  mighty  wind,  which  ex- 
tinguished all  the  church  lamps,  together  with 
a  riotous  confusion,  which  quite  bewildered  and 
stupified  them.  In  the  meantime  Blessed  Nicholas 
continued  scourging  himself  with  great  fervour ; 
however,  as  the  tremendous  noise  began  to  sub- 
side, so  did  he  begin  to  slaken  his  blows,  and  at 
length  exclaimed  with  a  cheerful  voice,  M  Victory ! 
victory ! "  In  a  short  time  the  noise  completely 
ceased,  and  a  profound  silence  reigned  through- 
out. With  a  sort  of  holy  fear  his  companion  pro- 
cured a  light,  and  on  looking  at  Blessed  Nicholas 
he  found  him  in  an  ecstasy,  and  with  a  very 
cheerful  countenance.    Finding  it  impossible  to 


Digitized  by 


522 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


recall  him  to  himself,  he  left  him  and  returned 
to  his  cell.  The  next  day  Nicholas  went  to  him, 
and  asked  him  to  wash  his  shoulders  for  him, 
because,  as  he  said,  they  were  a  little  torn  bj# 
the  discipline  of  the  previous  night.  The  lay- 
brother  found  them  deepljr  lacerated  and  wounded, 
and  much  irritated  by  the  rough  hair-shirt 
which  lined  his  tunic  ;  he  applied  the  necessary 
remedies  with  great  charity,  and  then  entreated 
him  to  tell  him  all  that  had  occurred  the  night 
before.  After  binding  him  to  strict  secrecy,  he 
told  him  with  humble  simplicity  that  our  Lord 
had  permitted  him,  by  the  aid  of  divine  light,  to 
see  the  battle  which  took  place  between  the  Turks 
and  the  Christians  ;  together  with  the  signal  vic- 
tory which  the  Almighty  had  given  to  Don  John 
of  Austria,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Chris- 
tian army.  In  a  short  time  public  rumour  con- 
firmed the  truth  of  all  that  Nicholas  now  told  the 
lay-brother. 

One  of  his  confidential  friends  seeing  him  rise 
from  prayer  with  a  somewhat  disturbed  coun- 
tenance, asked  him  the  cause ;  "  Brother/'  an. 
swered  he,  "  keep  the  matter  secret  for  the  pre- 
sent, but  Queen  Anne  of  Austria  is  just  dead.'* 
Notice  was  taken  of  the  day  and  hour ;  a  few 
days  later  his  words  were  found  to  be  true. 

A  young  religious  went  to  him  one  morning, 
as  he  was  vesting  himself  for  mass,  and  said 
to  him,  "Father  Nicholas,  pray  for  me,  for  I 
am  in  great  need."  He  looked  fixedly  at  him, 
and  said  very  seriously,  "Ah!  you  will  not  do 
well,  because  you  do  not  desire  to  do  well." 
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Soon  after  this  the  young  man  determined  on 
returning  to  the  world,  on  the  plea  of  having 
made  his  vows  before  ho  had  reached  the  age 
prescribed  bj  the  Church. 

Donna  Joanna  of  Austria,  the  sister  of  king 
Philip  IL,  and  foundress  of  the  royal  convent  at 
Madrid,  wrote  from  Valencia  to  the  Marchioness 
of  Navarrei,  that  Queen  Anne  had  safely  landed 
in  Spain,  on  the  festival  of  the  glorious  patriarch 
S,  Francis.  The  Marchioness  read  this  letter 
to  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  expressed  much  pleasure 
at  the  news,  and  said,  "  Let  us  sing  the  Te  Deum 
in  thanksgiving."  Having  finished  it,  he  very 
confidently  said,  "  My  Lady  Marchioness,  let  us 
bless  the  Lord,  because  before  the  festival  of  our 
dear  Father  S.  Vincent  Ferrer  comes  round  a 
second  time,  the  queen  will  give  birth  to  a  royal 
prince,  who  will  be  called  Ferdinand."  As  he 
predicted  so  it  happened. 

John  di  Ribera,  one  of  the  royal  councillors  of 
Valencia,  fell  dangerously  ill,  to  the  great  regret 
of  the  public.  A  person  of  authority  asked  Ni- 
cholas to  pray  that  the  life  of  this  valuable  man 
might  be  spared ;  at  these  words  the  saint  was 
rapt  in  an  ecstasy  and  remained  in  it  for  a  consider- 
able time.  The  person  who  had  made  the  request 
would  not  go  away,  being  anxious  to  know  the  re- 
sult, and  hoping,  too,  that  the  answer  would  be 
satisfactory.  The  ecstasy  being  over,  Nicholas 
said  to  him,  *'  Be  of  good  heart,  Sir,  and  tell  John 
from  me  that  he  will  not  die  of  this  illness."  'in 
a  few  days'  time  he  was  perfectly  well.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  and  a  half  Ribera  again  fell  ill,  and 
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the  same  friend  again  appealed  to  Blessed  Nicho- 
las's prayers ;  but  the  holy  man  at  once  replied, 
"  John's  end  is  now  come  ;  tell  him  to  prepare  for 
death,  and  to  submit  with  humble  resignation  to 
the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence."  Ribera's 
illness  increased,  and  in  a  few  days  he  passed  to 
another  life. 

A  citizen  of  Valencia  had  a  son  in  the  service 
of  his  Majesty,  and  engaged  with  his  regiment  in 
Flanders.  His  mother,  who  tenderly  loved  him, 
was  in  continual  anxiety  on  his  account,  and  often 
went  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  beseeching  him  to  pray 
for  the  young  man's  safety  ;  he  always  answered, 
that  God  would  send  him  home  alive  and  well. 

Happening  one  day  to  call  at  the  mother's 
house,  he  found  her  unusually  anxious  and  fearful, 
because  she  had  been  a  long  time  without  receiv- 
ing any  tidings  of  her  son.  Nicholas  tried  to  con- 
sole her  with  his  usual  charity,  and  at  last  said 
to  her,  "  You  always  solemnize  the  feast  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  of  our  Blessed  Lady  and 
likewise  that  of  the  Epiphany  ;  take  care  to  ob- 
serve them  both  this  year  with  great  devotion; 
place  great  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  God,  and 
rest  assured  that  your  son  will  sail  from  Flanders 
on  the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  will  arrive  at 
your  house  alive  and  hearty  on  the  Epiphany." 
This  prediction  was  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter ;  the 
son,  however,  had  been  exposed  to  great  dangers 
during  the  voyage,  and  ascribed  his  escape  to  the 
prayers  of  Blessed  Nicholas. 

Three  years  before  the  death  of  Gregory  XIII., 
then  reigning,  Nicholas  and  several  other  religious 
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were  discussing  the  prudence,  zeal,  and  other 
great  virtues  of  this  illustrious  Pontiff.  After 
speaking  much  in  commendation  of  his  holiness, 
Nicholas  said  in  a  tone  of  decision,  "Soon  after 
the  death  of  this  saintly  Pontiff,  the  holy  see  will 
be  filled  by  a  son  of  the  seraphical  order,  in  whom 
God  will  do  great  things,  and  will  exalt  the  lowly 
spirit  of  our  Father  S.  Francis."  Every  one  was 
astonished  at  his  words,  which  were  looked  upon 
as  impossible ;  some  one  therefore  remarked, 
"  Father  Nicholas,  there  is  but  one  member  of 
our  order  in  the  sacred  college  of  cardinals ;  and 
considering  all  circumstances,  it  would  be  absurd 
to  suppose  that  he  will  ever  fill  the  chair  of  S. 
Peter."  "Such  will  nevertheless  be  the  case," 
rejoined  Nicholas,  "you  will  see  that  Cardinal 
Peretti  will  be  pope.  God  is  the  master  of  all 
hearts,  and  Jesus  Christ  has  already  chosen  him 
to  be  His  vicar ;  at  His  own  appointed  time  you 
will  see  that  the  Cardinals  will  elect  him  whom 
Jesus  Christ  has  from  eternity  appointed  to  that 
office."  The  result  of  the  prediction  is  well 
known  to  every  one. 

Father  Anthony  Nunez,  coteraporary  with  Blessed 
Nicholas,  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  reli- 
gious in  the  province  of  Valencia,  for  his  learning, 
his  talent  and  zeal  in  preaching,  his  sanctity,  and 
for  the  many  favours  with  which  God  adorned 
him.  Our  Lord  permitted  this  worthy  religious 
to  be  sadly  tormented  by  the  devil.  He  disclosed 
his  trials  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  who  encouraged 
and  consoled  him,  bade  him  not  to  fear,  and  con- 
cluded thus :  "  Before  you  die,  Father  Anthony, 
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you  will  see  the  devil  in  a  hideous  form  ;  but  re- 
member, the  servants  of  the  Lord  have  no  reason 
to  fear  this  enemy.  A  long  time  after  this,  as 
Father  Nunez  was  returning  to  his  room  one 
morning  after  his  mass,  he  perceived  Father  Ni- 
cholas in  a  corner  near  the  sacristy,  holding  a  gi- 
gantic figure  by  the  throat  with  one  hand,  whilst 
with  the  other  he  was  beating  him  with  a  thick 
cord,  at  the  same  time  exclaiming,  "What  art 
thou  doing  here,  wicked  monster  ?  go  back  home 
directly ;  go  down  to  the  very  bottom  of  hell,  I 
command  thee  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ." 
The  terrible  monster  trembled  under  the  words 
and  blows  of  the  man  of  God,  and  fled  away.  Fa- 
ther Anthony  asked  Nicholas  who  that  giant 
might  be.  He  replied  with  a  smile,  "Did  I  not 
tell  you  that  you  would  see  the  devil  before  you 
died?  That  horrid  monster  was  the  devil,  who 
went  to  the  sacristy  door  on  purpose  to  tempt  the 
religious  as  they  were  going  to  say  mass ;  and 
when  he  can  do  no  worse,  he  raises  punctilios  on 
the  score  of  precedency  in  celebrating,  which 
occasions  some  either  to  omit  saying  mass  alto- 
gether, or  to  go  through  this  holiest  of  functions 
with  less  recollection  and  devotion  than  they  ought. 
But  thanks  to  divine  grace  and  the  name  of  Jesus, 
he  is  overcome  and  is  driven  back  to  his  own  con- 
fusion." It  is  incredible  to  how  many  sick  per- 
sons he  predicted  either  death  or  cure,  as  the  case 
might  be  ;  together  with  a  thousand  other  events, 
described  as  accurately  as  if  they  had  already 
occurred.  It  was  the  same  with  regard  to  the  in- 
scrutable secrets  of  the  human  heart,  things  which 
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are  essentially  invisible  unless  to  supernatural 
light. 

To  numbers  of  persons  wholly  unknown  to  him 
he  told  their  name,  state  of  life,  state  of  con- 
science, when  they  went  to  confession  to  him ; 
and  this  more  clearly  than  they  themselves  could 
have  done ;  and  before  they  had  said  a  word  to 
him  on  these  matters,  he  could  tell  them  their 
most  hidden  sins,  their  temptations,  and  their 
thoughts,  though  perhaps  forgotten  by  themselves. 
Being  invited  to  dinner  at  the  house  of  a  cele- 
brated judge,  the  daughter  of  this  person,  de- 
lighted by  the  pious  discourse  of  Blessed  Nicholas, 
said  within  herself,  "  Oh,  that  I  could  do  as  much 
good  by  my  words  as  this  holy  man !  Oh,  that 
I  could  be  but  a  saint  like  such  a  one  ;"  naming 
in  her  heart  a  holy  person  then  living.  Nicholas 
took  from  one  of  the  dishes  at  table  a  good  por- 
tion  of  delicious  food,  and  kindly  gave  it  to  the 
little  girl,  saying  to  her,  "  My  dear  little  child, 
accept  this  attention  from  me,  and  I  assure  you 
that  you  will  be  as  good  as  mother  so  and  so," 
mentioning  the  name  of  the  nun  whom  the  child 
was  envying ;  she  was  not  a  little  surprised  at 
finding  the  secret  wish  of  her  heart  thus  dis- 
covered. A  pious  lady  having  made  her  confes- 
sion, he  said  to  her,  "  Go  to  such  a  child,  and 
tell  her  to  be  very  faithful  to  God,  in  the  beau- 
tiful offering  which  she  has  made  of  herself  to  the 
heavenly  spouse  ;  you  must  know  she  is  a  very 
good  girl,  and  has  this  night  consecrated  her  vir- 
ginity to  God  by  vow." 

A  very  worthy  lady  fell  ill,  and  Blessed  Nicholas 
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went  to  visit  her,  and  immediately  began  by 
giving  her  a  severe  reprehension,  on  the  score  of 
her  indiscretion,  which  was  injuring  her  health. 
The  lady  excused  herself,  saying  she  was  very 
moderate,  and  even  too  indulgent  on  this  point. 
"Lady,11  said  he,  "that  is  not  true,  as  you  well 
know,  and  if  that  case,  and  that  slipper  could 
speak,  they  would  convict  you ;"  and  he  pointed 
to  a  box  or  case,  in  which  she  slept  when  no  one 
could  see  her  ;  and  to  her  slippers  which  served 
as  her  pillow  ;  she  owned  her  fault,  and  sub- 
mitted herself  entirely  to  his  prudent  direction. 

Rigid  as  he  was  towards  himself,  he  was  most 
discreetly  lenient  towards  others ;  and  many  a 
pious  person  did  he  reprove  for  want  of  discretion 
in  exterior  mortification ;  reducing  them  to  that 
virtuous  mediocrity  required  by  circumstauces. 

A  nobleman  of  Valencia  was  grievously  insulted, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  bear  an  injury,  he 
resolved  to  revenge  himself  by  the  death  of  the 
offender.  Without  saying  a  word  to  any  one,  he 
mounted  his  horse,  to  carry  hi*  purpose  into 
effect  at  once*  He  met  Blessed  Nicholas  on  the 
road,  though  without  perceiving  him,  so  pre-occu- 
pied  was  his  mind  ;  the  two  were  utter  strangers 
to  each  other;  nevertheless  Nicholas  accosted 
him  by  name  very  civilly,  and  was  courteously 
answered  by  the  gentleman.  "Sir,"  said  the 
holy  man,  "the  injuries  which  Jesus  Christ  en- 
dured for  us,  were  far  more  atrocious  than  those 
you  have  to  suffer;  for  love  of  Him  you  ought 
to  forgive.  God  himself  will  avenge  your  injuries, 
if  you  pardon  them  for  His  sake."   The  nobleman 
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was  astounded  at  these  words,  which  he  was  con- 
vinced Almighty  God  must  have  put  in  the  mouth 
of  His  servant ;  his  anger  was  appeased,  he  pro- 
mised to  obey,  and  said,  "Father,  pray  for  me, 
that  our  Lord  may  assist  me  with  His  grace,  that 
I  may  never  more  offend  Him  and  he  returned 
home  as  he  came.  He  inquired  afterwards  who 
that  religious  was,  that  had  penetrated  the  secrets 
of  his  heart,  so  greatly  to  his  own  advantage  ;  and 
being  told  that  it  was  Father  Nicholas,  he  was 
more  than  ever  confirmed  in  his  resolution  of  for- 
giving his  enemy  for  the  love  of  Almighty  God. 
Not  long  afterwards,  the  unjust  offender  fell  dan- 
gerously ill  in  the  city  of  Tarazona ;  one  day  he 
cried  out  in  affright,  "  Shut  the  door !  shut  the 
door !  do  not  let  those  furious  armed  men  come 
in ;  they  want  to  kill  me!"  and  as  he  uttered  this 
he  expired.  In  this  instance  Blessed  Nicholas 
demonstrated  the  double  gift  of  penetration  of 
hearts,  and  foreknowledge  of  future  events. 

Omitting  several  other  similar  facts,  we  may 
conclude  this  article  with  an  incident  which  took 
place  between  him  and  S.  Pascal  Baylon.  This 
saint  was  sent  by  his  superiors  to  Madrid,  at  the 
time  that  Blessed  Nicholas  was  confessor  to  the 
nuns  of  the  Royal  convent  in  that  city.  One  of 
S.  Pascal's  first  thoughts  was  to  procure  an  in- 
terview with  his  dear  friend  Nicholas ;  whose 
delight  at  seeing  S.  Pascal  again  was  fully  reci- 
procated by  the  latter.  These  two  great  saints 
had  a  long  conversation  all  on  divine  subjects. 
As  they  were  talking,  they  both  cast  their  eyes 
at  the  same  moment  on  a  pictuTe  of  the  seraph- 
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ical  S.  Francis,  which  led  S.  Pascal  to  say,  that 
amongst  the  many  graces  with  which  God  favours 
His  chosen  servants,  is  that  of  revealing  to  them 
some  of  His  divine  and  most  hidden  secrets,  for 
their  consolation  and  profit.  With  a  smiling  coun- 
tenance Nicholas  answered,  "  What  you  say  is 
true,  Brother  Pascal,  and  you  know  it  from  your 
own  experience.  You  must  well  remember,  when 
many  years  ago  in  the  convent'  of  Almansa,  you 
one  night  contemplated  the  sparkling  lustre  of 
a  star ;  and  then  by  way  of  contrast  you  passed 
on  to  meditate  on  your  own  nothingness,  and  ou 
the  number  of  your  own  sins  ;  in  this  your  hum- 
ble meditation  you  were  filled  with  a  sovereign  con- 
tempt of  self,  with  a  holy  fear  of  God,  and  a  heartfelt 
sorrow  for  your  sins.  But  was  it  not  our  loving 
Lord  who  so  speedily  filled  your  intellect  with 
His  light,  and  enabled  you  clearly  to  discern  the 
state  of  your  soul,  showing  it  to  you  more  pure 
and  clear  than  crystal,  and  brighter  than  the  light 
of  the  stars  and  sun  P  Brother  Pascal,  you  then 
beheld  in  your  own  soul  the  most  exact  and  lively 
copy  of  the  divine  invisible  beauty,  which  raised 
and  blessedly  drew  you  into  a  high  contempla- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Good,  as  He  is  in  Himself. 
And  whilst  you  were  in  that  blissful  slumber,  what 
flames  of  divine  love  were  enkindled  in  your 
heart*  they  in  a  manner,  destroyed  your  nothing- 
ness, and  almost  changed  you  into  a  divine  being, 
making  you  enter  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  with  a 
fullness  of  content  and  happiness,  which,  though 
you  then  experinced  it,  neither  you,  nor  any  one 
else  on  earth,  would  ever  be  able  to  explain." 
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S.  Pascal  was  almost  beside  himself  with  astonish- 
ment, as  he  heard  Blessed  Nicholas  thus  accu- 
rately describe  a  secret  so  important,  and  which 
he  had  so  jealously  treasured  within  the  recesses 
ef  his  own  heart,  and  which  he  had  never  disclosed 
to  any  one.  He  understood  therefore  that  God 
had  revealed  the  affair  to  Blessed  Nicholas.  S. 
Pascal  legally  attested  this  fact  in  the  processes, 
signing  it  with  his  own  name,  and  with  his  own 
hand. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

MANY  OTHER   MIRACLES  WROUGHT   DURING   THE  LIFE- 
TIME OF  BLESSED  NICHOLAS. 

Amongst  the  miraculous  gifts,  styled  by  theolo- 
gians gratis  data,  there  is  one  called  the  grace  of 
restoring  health  under  circumstances  and  in  a  man- 
ner opposite  to,  or  superior  to,  the  ordinary  course 
of  the  laws  of  cause  and  effect.  And  as  these 
miraculous  cures  preserve  or  restore  health  or 
life  to  man,  which  are  the  first  of  his  temporal 
blessings,  these  miracles  are  therefore  very  much 
admired  and  applauded  by  the  generality  of  man- 
kind.  Almighty  God  favoured  Blessed  Nicholas 
with  this  gift  whilst  he  lived  on  earth,  in  proof 
of  which  I  will  insert  six  miracles  proposed  to  the 
Congregation  of  Kites,  when  it  was  judicially  ex- 
amining his  heroic  virtues,  and  the  divine  graces 
with  which  he  was  endowed;  omitting  many 
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others,  which  may  be  read  in  the  Processes,  and 
in  other  authentic  memoirs. 

Speranza  Monitor,  a  young  woman  of  Valencia* 
was  suffering  from  a  burning  fever,  which  entirely 
deprived  her  of  her  senses.  In  this  state  she  fell 
out  of  bed  and  dislocated  her  right  shoulder.  The 
nature  of  the  dislocation,  added  to  her  already 
dangerous  illness,  prevented  the  surgeons  from 
restoring  the  limb  to  its  natural  position,  and 
as  the  case  was  desperate,  they  entirely  gave  it 
up.  For  three  months  the  arm  hung  down,  as  if 
it  were  a  dead  member,  with  the  exception  that  it 
occasioned  her  excruciating  pain  ;  about  this  time 
Blessed  Nicholas  accidentally  entered  the  poor  cot- 
tage of  Speranza,  and  found  her  mother  assisting 
and  comforting  her  as  best  she  could,  though  she 
herself  was  seriously  ill,  He  first  encouraged  the 
mother,  preparing  her  for  death,  assuring  her  that 
her  end  was  near,  for  that  in  a  short  time  she 
would  quit  this  world  ;  as  in  effect  she  did.  He 
then  addressed  himself  to  the  daughter,  bidding 
her  trust  in  the  protection  of  our  Blessed  Lady 
and  S.  Vincent  Ferrer,  that  by  their  intercession 
she  might  speedily  be  cured  ;  he  thrice  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross  on  her  injured  arm,  and  then 
went  away.  In  the  evening,  having  occasion  to 
use  her  dislocated  arm  in  assisting  her  mother, 
she  found  to  her  astonishment  that  she  could 
move  it  freely,  the  arm  had  resumed  its  natural 
position,  and  was  perfectly  vigorous  and  healthy. 
The  surgeons  who  had  attended  her  declared  the 
cure  to  be  evidently  miraculous, 

Father  Martin  Esteve  had  a  tumour  in  his  leg, 
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which  soon  became  a  large  deep  wound,  corrupt- 
ing even  the  bone,  which  came  away  in  little 
pieces.  After  the  most  celebrated  surgeons  had 
in  vain  exhausted  their  skill  upon  it,  thej  pro- 
nounced it  incurable ;  prescribing  some  remedy 
to  be  habitually  applied,  in  order  to  prevent  gan- 
grene, and  then  abandoned  the  case.  He  was 
confined  to  his  bed  in  the  infirmary  for  two 
years,  with  the  exception  of  now  and  then 
going  a  few  steps  on  crutches.  Just  before 
Blessed  Nicholas  died,  Father  Esteve,  at  the 
suggestion  of  some  friends,  requested  to  be  carried 
to  the  holy  man,  who,  having  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross  on  the  leg,  bade  him  make  a  novena  in  hon- 
our of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  our  Blessed 
Lady;  assuring  him  that  the  Mother  of  God 
cwould  cure  him.  At  the  end  of  the  novena  he 
was  perfectly  cured ;  nor  did  he  during  the  rest 
of  his  life  ever  feel  the  slighest  inconvenience  in 
the  leg  that  was  cured. 

Donna  Maria  Catala,  daughter  of  the  Count  of 
Castellan,  who  died  a  Franciscan  nun,  when 
quite  a  child  fell  from  a  great  height  into  a  canal 
which  ran  through  the  garden  under  the  windows 
of  her  father's  palace.  An  expert  swimmer  im- 
mediately plunged  into  the  water  to  rescue  the 
drowning  child,  but  so  impetuous  was  the  current, 
that  he  could  not  overtake  her  till  she  had  been 
carried  away  about  a  hundred  paces  from  the  spot 
where  she  had  fallen  in,  and  when  drawn  out,  she 
was  considered  to  be  dead.  Her  mother  was  incon- 
solable, and  taking  up  the  corpse  of  her  beloved 
child,  she  carried  it  to  Blessed  Nicholas,  beseech- 


Digitized  by 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


ing  him  to  bless  it,  and  through  the  divine  power, 
to  restore  it  to  her  alive  and  well.  Moved  to 
compassion  at  the  state  of  the  child,  and  the  pro- 
found grief  of  the  mother,  he  signed  the  little 
corpse  with  the  cross,  blessed  it,  and  said  thrice, 
"My  little  angel,  my  little  angel,  it  is  all  no- 
thing!" he  restored  her  to  her  mother  alive  and 
blithe ;  the  countess  was  overpowered  with  de- 
light and  astonishment. 

In  a  village  not  far  from  Valencia,  Ursula 
Colom,  a  peasant's  daughter,  had  suffered  from 
a  terrible  fistula  for  three  or  four  years ;  the 
effluvia  from  it  was  so  intolerable  that  no  one 
could  remain  near  her  for  any  length  of  time. 
Her  parents  had  spent  much  money  in  hopes  of 
her  cure ;  and  had  consulted  the  best  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Valencia.  Ursula  was  ten  years 
of  age,  and  had  often  said  that  Father  Nicholas 
Fattore  could  cure  her  by  a  miracle ;  her  father 
was  a  man  of  no  piety,  nor  would  he  pay  any 
attention  to  the  words  of  his  innocent  child.  It 
so  happened  that  as  Blessed  Nicholas  was  one 
day  returning  from  the  country  to  the  monastery 
of  S.  Maria  di  Gesft,  he  passed  the  cottage  of 
Baptist  Colom,  whilst  Ursula  and  several  of  her 
neighbours  were  standing  at  the  door.  She  was 
told  that  Father  Fattore  was  passing  along,  when, 
assisted  by  a  companion,  she  hobbled  up  to  him 
with  great  difficulty,  and  kissed  his  hand.  The 
holy  man  blessed  her,  and  inquired  about  her 
malady ;  at  that  moment  Baptist  also  advanced, 
kissed  his  hand,  and  described  the  incurable  na- 
ture of  his  daughter's  complaint.   Nicholas  asked 
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what  remedy  was  applied  to  the  fistula ;  the  father 
answered  that  it  was  a  plaster  prescribed  by  the 
surgeons.  "The  plaster  is  useless,"  said  the 
saint,  "  take  it  off  immediately ;  Ursula  is  already 
cured."  Having  said  this,  he  pursued  his  way. 
Baptist  returned  home  with  his  daughter,  and  told 
his  wife  what  Father  Fattore  had  said.  In  pre- 
sence of  their  neighbours  the  fistula  was  un- 
covered, but  no  plaster  was  to  be  found,  and  the 
wound  was  perfectly  healed,  a  scar  only  remain- 
ing, about  the  size  and  shape  of  an  eye.  Baptist, 
beside  himself  with  joy  at  so  evident  a  miracle, 
ran  after  Blessed  Nicholas,  threw  himself  at  his 
feet,  kissed  them  again  and  again,  and  covered 
them  with  tears  of  grateful  delight. 

Our  Saint  was  invited  to  preach  for  the  octave 
of  Corpus  Ghristi  at  Affages  in  the  territory  of 
Tarragona.  He  went  there,  and  in  the  middle  of 
his  sermon  he  fell  into  an  ecstasy  before  all  the 
people,  who  were  moved  to  devotion  by  the  sight  of 
him.  After  the  sermon  he  was  taken  to  the  house 
of  a  farmer  named  John  Comte,  who  presented  his 
son  to  him,  a  child  of  two  years  old,  who  for  some 
months  had  suffered  from  a  dangerous  rupture. 
No  sooner  did  the  child  look  at  Blessed  Nicholas, 
than  he  exultingly  ezclaimed,  "The  saint  is 
come!  the  saint  is  come!"  The  holy  man 
knelt  down  at  the  child's  feet,  affectionately 
kissed  them,  and  said,  "My  dear  little  angel,  it 
is  you  who  are  the  saint,  I  am  a  great  sinner," 
Then  he  blessed  him  with  the  sign  of  the  cross, 
and  the  rupture  entirely  disappeared. 

At  Villanova,  Frances  Espelta,  a  child  of  about 
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twelve  years  of  age,  was  afflicted  with  the  falling 
sickness,  which  often  threw  her  on  the  ground  as 
if  dead,  and  deprived  her  of  her  senses.  Blessed 
Nicholas  was  then  at  the  monastery  of  Escornal- 
bou,  and  the  fame  of  his  sanctity  and  miracles 
were  spread  far  and  wide.  Some  women  of  Vil- 
lanova  were  going  to  Escornalbou  to  consult  the 
saint,  and  Frances  begged  to  be  taken  with  them, 
but  they  refused,  because  she  was  poor  and  so 
very  ill-clad.  She  continued  so  urgent  in  her 
entreaties,  that  at  last  they  agreed  to  let  her 
accompany  them.  On  arriving  at  Escornalbou 
they  asked  for  Father  Fattore,  Frances  placed 
herself  behind  the  rest  from  a  sense  of  shame. 
Blessed  Nicholas  at  once  fixed  his  eyes  on  her, 
and  said,  "  Poor  Frances  came  here  sick,  and  will 
go  home  well."  The  child  was  astounded  at  his 
words,  for  she  had  never  seen  him,  nor  had  he 
ever  seen  her  before  ;  he  spoke  to  her  very  com- 
passionately, put  his  hand  upon  her  head,  blessed 
her  thrice  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  sent 
her  home  quite  well  and  happy,  nor  did  she  ever 
after  experience  the  slightest  symptom  of  her  old 
complaint.  In  due  time  she  married,  and  thirty- 
five  or  thirty-six  years  after  the  occurrence  she 
attested  it  on  oath  in  the  process  for  the  canoni- 
zation of  her  benefactor. 

"  These  six  miracles  are  sufficient  to  prove  the 
wonderful  gift  which  Blessed  Nicholas  had  re- 
ceived  from  God,  of  restoring  health  to  the  sick ; 
moreover,  many  others  may  be  read  in  the  pro- 
cesses juridically  attested.,,  Thus  spoke  the  pro- 
curator of  the  cause  to  the  Congregation  of  Rites, 


Digitized  by  Google 


NICHOLAS  FATTORE. 


537 


and  I  maj  here  repeat  the  same.  I  will  neverthe- 
less  add  three  others,  copied  from  the  processes, 
in  which,  besides  the  restoration  of  health,  there 
was  likewise  the  miraculous  apparition  of  Blessed 
Nicholas,  although  he  was  alive  at  the  time.  A 
worthy  priest  was  recovering  from  a  long  and 
dangerous  illness,  when  the  devil  assailed  him 
with  a  violent  temptation,  which  sadly  disturbed 
his  mind  for  some  hours,  and  which  even  affected 
his  debilitated  body ;  a  violent  fever  was  the  con- 
sequence, and  being  exceedingly  weak,  the  relapse 
was  considered  dangerous  and  fatal.  This  took 
place  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  at  night  he 
was  considerably  worse,  so  much  so  as  to  alarm 
the  doctors.  About  midnight,  to  the  surprise  of 
all  he  fell  asleep  ;  in  his  slumber  he  saw  Blessed 
Nicholas  enter  his  room,  with  S.  Giles  (to 
whom  the  priest  had  a  great  devotion)  S.  Vin- 
cent Ferrer  and  S.  Lewis  Bertrand.  Blessed 
Nicholas  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  awoke 
him,  saying  :  "  Fear  nothing,  our  Lord  has  been 
pleased  that  these  saints  should  come  with  me  to 
visit  you,  and  to  assure  you  that  you  will  not  die 
of  this  illness  ;  you  have,  however,  many  trials  to 
encounter,  but  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  be  faithful 
to  Him,  He  has  hitherto  always  sustained  and 
assisted  you,  and  He  will  continue  to  do  so:  He 
then  blessed  him  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  the 
vision  disappeared,  and  the  priest  found  himself 
perfectly  cured.  Another  time,  about  mid-day, 
Nicholas  again  appeared  to  him  with  S.  Giles, 
and  gently  scolded  him  for  having  that  morning 
omitted  his  usual  meditation,  strongly  advising 
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him  to  exactitude  in  that  holy  exercise.  Soon 
afterwards  he  appeared  to  him  for  the  third  time 
with  S.  Giles,  and  warned  him  of  five  very  im- 
portant things  which  were  to  befall  him:  sug- 
gesting likewise  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to 
conduct  himself  under  them.  Everything  hap- 
pened just  as  Blessed  Nicholas  had  predicted; 
We  may  remark,  too,  that  the  priest  who  attested 
these  facts  in  the  processes,  likewise  added,  that 
in  all  these  apparitions  of  Nicholas,  he  was  always 
environed  with  a  brilliant  light. 

A  Doctor  of  Laws  belonging  to  Valencia,  went 
to  Salamanca  on  some  important  suit,  and  whilst 
there  fell  dangerously  ill.  On  the  twentieth  day 
of  his  illness,  he  began  to  fear  that  his  death  was 
now  at  hand ;  whereupon .  he  prayed  his  angel* 
guardian  to  inspire  Blessed  Nicholas,  then  at 
Valencia,  with  the  thought  of  praying  for  his 
recovery.  Having  done  this,  he  saw  Blessed 
Nicholas  with  a  companion  enter  his  room.  He 
sat  down  at  his  side,  began  most  kindly  to  console 
him,  told  him  he  would  not  die  of  that  illness,  and 
that  our  Lord  would  soon  cure  him.  He  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross  on  his  mouth  and  breast, 
held  his  hand  for  a  little  time  on  his  head,  and 
then  disappeared.  The  invalid  found  himself 
most  composed  and  happy  in  mind,  and  perfectly 
healed  in  body.  On  his  return  to  Valencia,  he 
called  on  Blessed  Nicholas,  and  with  tears  of 
gratitude  thanked  him  for  the  miraculous  visit  he 
had  paid  him  at  Salamanca,  and  for  his  restored 
health  ;  the  holy  man  smiled,  and  only  said,  "Be 
silent,  Santarelli — God  is  good !"  ' 
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A  goldsmith  of  Valencia  had  a  wound  of  long 
standing  in  his  leg,  which  in  spite  of  medical  + 
treatment,  became  gangrened ;  the  doctors  recom- 
mended immediate  amputation,  as  the  only  means 
of  preventing  the  infection  from  spreading  to  the 
rest  of  his  body,  and,  in  fact,  from  destroying  his 
life.  The  poor  man  was  horrified  at  the  idea  of 
such  an  operation,  and  entreated  the  surgeons  to 
defer  it,  at  least  for  a  day.  In  the  meantime  he 
sent  for  Father  Nicholas,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mended himself  to  his  prayers.  The  saint  con- 
soled him  with  great  charity,  and  bade  him 
recommend  himself  to  S.  Francis,  S.  Vincent 
Ferrer,  and  S.  Ursula,  and  told  him  that  these 
Saints  would  obtain  the  favour  of  God  for  him.  In 
the  morning  of  the  following  day,  shortly  before 
the  hour  appointed  by  the  surgeons  for  the  ampu- 
tation, he  fell  into  a  gentle  slumber,  during  which 
he  saw  Blessed  Nicholas  enter  his  room,  who 
approached  the  bed,  made  the  sign  of  the  cross 
twice  on  the  diseased  leg,  and  disappeared.  Thei 
man  awoke  refreshed,  and  found  his  leg  free  from 
pain.  The  surgeons  soon  arrived  to  perform  the 
operation,  unbandaged  the  leg,  and  to  their  utter 
amazement  found  it  perfectly  cured.  One  and 
all  cried  out  that  a  more  evident  miracle  could 
never  have  been  witnessed. 

And  here  I  may  conclude  my  task,  reminding 
my  readers,  that,  far  from  being  a  history  of  the 
Life  of  Blessed  Nicholas  Fattore,  this  is  but  a  suc- 
cinct compendium  of  his  acts,  sufficient,  however, 
to  give  the  public  an  idea  of  his  admirable  and 
amiable  sanctity.    In  arranging  my  narrative,  I 
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have  not  chosen  profane  historians  for  my  models, 
but  those  holy  Greek  and  Latin  fathers  who  wrote 
the  Lives  of  the  great  saints  of  their  days  ;  I  know 
and  acknowledge  that  I  neither  have  the  power  or 
sweetness  to  copy  that  unction  of  spirit  with  which 
they  wrote,  although  the  sanctity  of  Blessed  Nicho- 
las might  well  inspire  it.  In  the  same  manner  I  have 
been  but  a  poor  copyist  of  their  correct  lights  and 
holy  eloquences,  elegancies  with  which  their  writ- 
ings are  so  copiously  adorned.  I  could  have 
wished  to  have  arranged  my  subjects  in  better 
chronological  order,  but  it  was  impossible.  Re- 
peatedly did  the  Congregation  of  Rites  complain 
to  the  Postulators  of  the  Cause  of  the  deficiency 
of  dates,  even  with  regard  to  many  of  the  most 
wonderful  of  the  miracles.  This  complaint  was 
raised  two  centuries  ago.  To  remedy  it,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  me  to  examine  all  the  registers 
and  manuscripts  of  those  times,  in  the  archives  of 
the  provinces  in  which  Blessed  Nicholas  lived,  a 
task  far  beyond  my  occupations,  and  impossible, 
considering  the  short  space  of  time  allowed  me  for 
writing,  and  the  place  in  which  I  write. 

Besides,  I  know  for  certain  that  this  long  and 
laborious  task  has  already  been  accomplished,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  by  the  Postulator  of  the 
Cause  at  Rome,  who  gave  a  full  account,  elegantly 
written  in  Spanish,  of  this  hero  of  the  Minor-Ob- 
servantines  of  S.  Francis. 

THE  END. 


THOMAS  RICHARDSON  AND  SON,  DERBY. 


Digitized  by  Google 


X  :  ft 

VOLUMES  OF  THE  SERIES  ALREADY  PUBLISHED. 


No. 

1,  2    S.  Philip  Neri. 

3    Companions  of  S.  Philip  Neri. 

4    S.  Thomas  Villanova.  S.  Francis  Solano. 

5    S.  Rose  of  Lima.    B,  Colomba  of  Rieti. 

S.  Juliana  Falconieri. 

6    Fathers  of  the  Oratory.    B.  Sebastian 

Valfre.  De'  SantL  Matteucci. 

7, 8    S.  Ignatius. 

9   B.  Sebastian  of  Apparizio. 

10,  11, 12, 13, 14  S.  Alphonso  Liguori. 

15    Companions  of  S.  Alphonso  Liguori. 

16    V.  Father  Claver,  S.  J.  Cardinal  Odes- 

calchi,  S.  J. 

17    F.  Anchieta,  S.  J,    V.  Alvera  von  Vir- 

mundt.  V.  John  Berchmans,  S.  J. 

18    S.  Mary  Magdalene  of  Pazzi. 

19    Ven,  Benedict  Joseph  Labre. 

20    Fathers  of  the  Oratory:    V.  Fabrizio 

dall'Aste.  F.  Mariano  Sozzini. 

21,22   V.Margaret  Mary Alacoque.  S.  Catherine 

of  Bologna. 

23    S.  Joseph  Calasanctius.  B.  Ippolito  Ga- 

lantini. 

24, 25    S.  Camillus  of  Lellis,  with  Fathers  Da 

Ponte  and  La  Nuza. 

26    Fathers  of  the  Oratory :  F.  Talpa,  F.  Eus- 

tachio,  F.  Prever. 

27    Fathers  Segneri,  Pinamonti,  and  De 

Britto,  S.  J.,  with  a  Dissertation  on 
Catholic  Missions,  by  the  Rev.  F.  Fa- 
ber,  Cong.  Orat. 

28    B.  Leonard  of  Port  Maurice.  B.  Nicho- 
las Fattore. 


Uniform  with  the  above  the  two  first  vols,  of  Benedict  XIV. 

on  Heroic  Virtue.  The  third  and  con- 
cluding vol  is  in  the  press. 

Also  Essay  on  Canonization  and  Beatification, 

by  Rev.  F.  Faber,  Cong.  Orat.  ^ 

Any  of  the  above  volumes,  to  complete  sets,  may  be  had 
separately. 

*.  .  
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